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LbRD CHESTERFIELD’S 


LETTERS TO IIlS SON. 


LETTER CXLVII. 

DEAR BOY, Txiiulon, April the 12th, O. S. 1749. 

I REi'EiVRD, by the last mail, a letter from Mr. Harte, 
dated Prajruo, April the Isl, N. S. ; for which, 1 de- 
sire you will return him my thanks, and assure him 
lliat I extremely approve of what he has done, ami 
pro[)oses eventually to do, in your way to Turin. 
Who would have thought you were old enoufi^h to 
have been so well acquainted with the Heroes of the 
Helium Tricenvale, as to be lookin;^ out for their 
j^reat grandsons in Bohemia, with that affection with 
which, I am informed, you seek for the Wallsteins, 
the Kinskis, &c. ? As I cannot ascrilie it to your 
age, I must to your consummate knowledge of His- 
tory, that makes every country, and every (century, 
as it were, your own. Seriously; T am told, that 
you are both vei*y strong and very correct in Ifis- 
tory; of which I am extremely glad. This is useful 
knowledge. 

Comte dll Perron, and Comte Ijascaris, are arrived 
here ; the- former gave me a letter from Sir Charles 
Williams, the latter brought me your orders. I’hey 
are very pretty men, and# have both Knowledge 
and Manners; which, though they always ought, 
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2 LORD CHKSTERFIELD’S 

seldom do "o togelher. I examined iljem, particu- 
larly Comte liRscuris, concerninjr you : their report 
is a very favourable one, especially on the side of 
Knowledj^e: the quickness of cqjiception, which 
they allow you, T can easily credit ; hut the attention, 
which they add U) it, pleases me the more, as, I own, 
r expected it less. Go on in the pursuit and the 
increase of Knowledj^e; nay I am sure you will, 
for y^u now know too much to stop ; and, if Mr. 
Harte would let you be idle, 1 am convinced that 
you would no4. 11 ut now that you have letl Leip- 
sig, and are entered into the great world, remember 
there is another object that must keep pace with, 
tuid accompany Knowledge; f mean, Manners, Po- 
liteness, and the Graces; in which Sir Charles Wil- 
liams, though very much your friend, owns you are 
very deficient. I’lie manners of Lcipsig must be 
shook off ; and in that respect you must put on the 
new man. No scrambling at your meals, as at a 
Cierman ordinary ; no awkward overturns of ghisses, 
plates, and saltcellars ; no horseplay. On the con- 
trary, a gentleness of manners, a graceful carriage, 
and an insinuating address, must take their place. I 
repeat, and shall never cease repeating to you, the 
Graces, the Graces. 

I desire that, as soon as ever you get to Turin, 
you will apply yourself diligently to the Italian lan- 
guage; that before you leave that place, you may 
know it well enough to be able to speak tolerably, 
when you get to Rome ; where you will soon make 
yoursedf perfectly master of Italian, from the daily 
necessity yon will be under of speaking it. In the 
meantime, I insist upon your not neglecting, much 
less forgetting, the German you already know; 
which you may not only continue but improve, by 
speaking it constantly to your Saxon boy, and, as 
often as you can, to th% several Germans you will 
meet in your travels. You remember, no doubt. 
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that you must never write to me from Turin, but in 
the (rerman language and character. 

I send you the enclosed letter of recommendation 
to Mr. Smith, tbe King’s Consul at Venice; who 
can, aiiff I *elare say will f>e more useful to you there 
than any body. Pray make your court, and behave 
your best, to Monsieur and Madame Capello ; who 
will be of great use to you at JRome. Adieu 1 Yours, 
tenderly. 


LETTKR CXLVIII. 

DEAR BOY, liOndon, April the 19th, O. S. 1749. 

This letter will, I believe, still find you at Venice, 
in all the dissipation of Masquerades, Ridottos, 
Operas, &c. : with all my heart ; they are decent 
evening amusements, and very ])roperly succeed that 
serious ajiplication to which I am sure you devote 
your mornings. There are libend and illibertd pleiu 
sures, as well as liberal and illiberal arts, 'fhere are 
some pleasures, that degrade a gentleman, as much 
as some trades could do. Sottish drinking, indis- 
criminate gluttony, driving coaches, rustic sports, 
such as fox-chases, horse-nitres, &c. are, in my opi- 
nion, infinitely below the honest luid industrious 
professions of' a tailor, and a shoemaker, which are 
said to deroger. 

As you are now in a musical country, where sing- 
ing, fiddling, and piping, are not only the common 
topics of conversation, but almost the principal ob- 
jects of attention; I cannot help cautioning you 
against giving into those (1 will call them illiberal) 
pleasures (though music is commonly reckoned one 
of the liberal arts) to die degree that most of your 
countrymen do, when they*travcl in Italy. If you 
love music, hear it ; go to operas, concerts, and pay 
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fiddlers to play to you ; but T insist upon your nei- 
ther ])ipins nor fiddling yourself. It puls a {gentle- 
man in a very frivolous, contemptible li{^ht; brings 
him into a great deal of bad company ; and takes up 
a great deal of lime, which might be mutili better 
employed, few things would mortify me more, 
thiui to see you bearing a part in a concert, with a 
fiddle under your chin, or a pipe in your mouth. 

1 hav(* had a great deal of* conversation with Comte 
du Perron, and Comte Ijascaris, upon your subject; 
and T will tell you, vciy truly, what Comte du Per- 
ron (who is, in my opinion, a very ])retty man) said 
of you. II a de I'esprit, un saimr pen commun d son 
dije, une grande riraeite, el tjimnd if aura pris des 
manicres, il sera parfait ; car il fan I avouerqu'il sent 
encore fe college; mais vela viendra. I was very glad 
to hear, from one whom T think so good a .judge, 
that you wanted nothing but des manieres; which I 
am convinced you will now soon acrpiire, in the 
company which henceforwards you arc likely to 
keep, hut I must add too, that, if you should not 
acquire them, all the rest w ill be of very little use to 
you. By manures, J do not mean bare common civi- 
lity ; every body must have that, who would not be 
kicked out of company ; but 1 mean engaging, insi- 
nuating, shining Manners; a distinguished polite- 
ness, an almost irresistible address; a superior 
gracefulness in all you say and do. It is this alone 
that can give all your other talents their full lustre 
and value ; and, consequently, it is this which should 
now be the principal object of your attention. Ob- 
serve minutely, wherever you go, the allowed and 
established models of good breeding, and form your- 
self upon them. Whatever pleases you most, in 
others, will infallibly please otliers, in you. I have 
often repeated this to you ; now is your time of put- 
ting it in practice. 

Pray make my compliments to Mr. Ilarte; and 
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tell him 1 have received his letter Irom Vienna, of 
tlie 1 6th N. S. but that I shall not trouble him with 
an answer to it, till I have received the other letter, 
which he promises me, upon the subject of one of 
my last.* I long to hear from him, after your settle- 
ment at Turin: the months that you are to pass 
there will be very decisive ones for you. The exer- 
cises of the Academy, and the manners of Courts, 
must be attended to and acquired, and at the same 
time, your other studies continued. I am suilfi you 
will not pass, nor desire, one single idje hour there ; 
lor 1 do not foresee that you can, in any part of your 
life, put out six months to greater interest, than those 
next six at Turin. 

We will talk hereafter about your stay at Rome, 
and in other parts of Italy. This only I will now 
recommend to you ; wiiich is, to extract the spirit of 
every place you go to. In those places, which are 
only distinguished by classical fame, and valuable 
remains of antiquity, have your Classics in your hand 
and in your head : compare the ancient geography, 
and descriptions, with the modern ; and never fail to 
take notes. Rome will furnish you with business 
enough of that sort; but then it furnishes you with 
many other objects, well deserving your attention ; 
such as deep ecclesiastical craft and policy. Adieu. 


LETTER CXLIX. 

DEAR BOY, London, April tho 27th, (). S. 1749. 

I HAVE received yoiir letter from Vienna, of the 19th, 
N. S. which gives me great uneasiness, upon Mr. 
Harters account. You and I have reason to interest 
ourselves very particularly^n every thing that relates 
to him. I am glad, however, that no bone is broken 
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or disloculed ; which being the case, I hope he will 
have been able to pursue his journey to Venice : in 
that supposition I direct this letter to you at Turin ; 
w here it will cither tiud, or at least not wait very long 
for you ; as I calculate that you will be Ihere by 
the end of next month, N. S. T hopt^ you reflect 
how much you have to do there, and that you are 
determined to employ every moment of your time 
accordingly. You have your classical and severer 
studies to continue w ith Mr. 1 larte ; you have your 
exercises to learn ; the turn and immners of a Court 
to acquire : reserving always some time for the de- 
cent amusements and plciisures of a gentleman. 
Y^ou see that 1 am never against pleasures; I loved 
them myself, when I was of your age ; and it is as 
reasonable that you should love them now. But I 
insist uj)on it, lliat pleasures are very combinable 
w'ith both business and studies, and have a much 
better relish from the mixture, 'riie man who can- 
not Join business and pleasure is either a formal 
coxcomb in the one, or a sensual beast in the other. 
V^our evenings I tluirefore allot for company, assem- 
blies, balls, and such sort of amusements ; as I look 
U})on those to be the best schools for the nuinmMs of 
ag<mtleman ; which notJiing can give but use, obser- 
vation, and experience. You have, besides, Italian 
to learn, to vvhicli 1 desire you will diligently apply ; 
for though French is, I believe, the language of the 
Court at Turin, yet Italian will be very necessary 
for you at Home, and in otlier parts of Italy; and if 
you are well grounded in it w hile you arc at Turin 
(as you easily may, for it is u very easy languajrc), 
your subseqiK’iit stay at Home will make you perfect 
in it. T would also have you acquire a general no- 
tion of Fortification; 1 mean so far as not to be 
ignorant of the tcimis, which you will often hear 
mentioned in conijiany ;^such as Ravelin, Rastimi^ 
a loch, Couhrsenrpe, &c. In order to this, I do not 
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propose that you should make a study of Fortifica- 
tioii, as if you were to be an biUgiiiefr : but a vei’y 
easy way of knowing as inueh as you need know of 
them, will be to visit often the fortifications of Turin, 
in compaliy willi some old Officer or Engineer, who 
will show, and explain to you the several works them- 
selves ; by which means you will gel a clearer notion 
of them, than if you were to see them only upon 
paper for seven years together. Oo to originals 
whemwer you can, and trust to copit^s and dc&fcrin- 
tions as little as possible. At your idle hours while 
you are at Turin, pray read the history of the house 
of Savoy, which has produced a great many very 
great men. The late King, Victor Amedee, was 
undoubtedly one, anti the present King is in my 
opinion another. In general, 1 believe that little 
Princes are more likely to be great men, than those 
whos(‘ more extensive dominions, and superior 
strength, flatter them with security; which com- 
monly produces negligence and indolence. A little 
Ih'ince, in the neighbourhood of great ones, must be 
alert, and look out sharp, if he would secure his own 
dominions : much more still, if he would enlarge 
them, lie must watch for conjunctures, or endea- 
vour to make them. No Princes have ever possessed 
this art better than those of the House of Savoy; 
who have enlarged their dominions prodigiously 
within a century, by profiting of conjunctures. 

I send you here enclosed, a letter from Comic 
Lascaris, who is a warm frit'nd of yours : 1 desire 
that you will answer it very soon, aiicl very cordially; 
and remember to make your compliments in it to 
Comte du I’erron, A young man shouhl never be 
wanting in these attentions; they cost little, and 
bring in a great deal, by getting you people’s good 
word and aifection. They gain the heart, to wliich 
1 have always advised you to apply yourself parti- 
cularly ; it guides ten thousand for one that reason 
influ(‘nces. 
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I cannot end this letter, or (I believe) any other, 
without repeatinff my recommendation o{ the Graces, 
They are to be met with at Turin ; for God’s sake, 
sacrifice to them, and they will be j)roj)itious. Peo- 
ple mistake grossly, to imai^ine that the IV^ast awk- 
wardness, in either matter or manner, mind or body, 
is an indifferent thing, and not worthy of attention. 
It may possibly be a weakness in me (but in short 
we are all so made): I confess to you fairly, that 
wheft you shall come home, and that I first see you, 
if I find you ^ungraceful in your address, and awk- 
ward in your peraon and dress, it will be impossible 
for me to love you half so well as 1 should otherwise 
do, let your intrinsic merit and knowledge be ever 
so great. If that would be your case witli me, as it 
really would. Judge how much worse it might be 
with others, who have not the same affection and 
partiality for you, and to whose hearts you must 
make your own way. 

Remember to write to me constantly, while you 
are in Italy, in the German language and character, 
till you can write to me in Italian ; which will not 
be till you have been some time at Rome. 

Adieu, my dear boy : may you turn out, what Mr. 
Ilarte and I wish you ! I must add, that, if you do 
not, it will be both your own fault, and your own 
misfortune. 


LETTER CL. 

dear boy, Londoa, May tho l5th, O. S. 1749. 

This letter will, I hope, find you settled to your 
serious studies, and your necessary exercises, at 
Turin, after the hurry and dissipation of the Carni- 
val at Venice. I meai^ that your stay at Turin 
should, and I flatter myself that it will be a useful 
and omamenlal period of your education ; but, at 
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the same time, I must tell you, that all my affection 
for you has never yet given me so much anxiety, as 
that which T now feel. While you are in danger, 1 
shall be iy fear; and you arc in danger at Turin 
Mr. JJarte will, by his care, arm you as well as he 
ciui against it ; but your own good sense and resolu- 
tion can .alone make you invulnerable. 1 am inform- 
ed, there are now many Fiiiglisli at the Academy at 
Turin; and 1 fear, those are Just so many dan^^iTS 
for you to encounter. Who they are, I do not know ; 
but 1 well know the general ill conducl,1he indecent 
behaviour, and the illiberal view's of my young coun- 
trymen abroad ; especially wherever they are in 
numbers together. Ill example is of itself danger- 
ous enough; but those who give it seldom stop 
there; they add their infiunous exhortations and 
invitations ; and, if these fail, they have recourse to 
ridicule ; which is harder for one of your age and 
inexperience to withstand, than either of the former. 
Be upon your guard, therefore, against these batte- 
ries, which will idl be played upon you. You arc 
not sent abroad to converse with your own country- 
men: among them, in general, you will get little 
knowledge, no languages, and, I am sure, no man- 
ners. I desire that you will form no connexions, nor 
(what they impudently call) friendships, with these 
people ; which are, in truth, only combinations and 
conspiracies against good morals and good manners. 
There is commonly, in young people, a facility that 
makes them unwilling to refuse any thing that is 
asked of them ; a mauvaise honte, that makes them 
ashamed to refuse ; and, at the same time, an ambi- 
tion of pleasing and shining in the company they 
keep; these several causes produce the best effect in 
good company, but the very worst in bad. If people 
had no vices but their owm, few would have so many 
as they have. For my own part, I would sooner 
wear other people’s clothes than their vices; and 
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they would sit upon me just as well. I hope you 
will have none ; but, if ever you have, I beg, at least, 
they may be all your own. Vices of adoption are, 
of all others, the most disgraceful<ind unj^rdonable. 
'I’here are degrees in vices, as well as in* virtues ; and 
I must do my countrymen the justice to say, they 
generally take their vices in the lowest degree. Their 
gallantry is the infamous mean debauchery of stews, 
justly attended and rewarded by . the loss of their 
health, as well as their character. Their pleasures 
of the tabM end in beastly drunkenness, low riot, 
broken windows, and very often (as they well de- 
serve) broken bones. They game, for the sake of 
the vice, not of the amusement ; and therefore carry 
it to excess ; undo, or are undone by their compa. 
nions. By such conduct, and in such company 
abroad, they come home, the unimproved, illiberal, 
and ungentlemanlike creatures, that one daily sees 
them ; that is, in the Park, and in the streets, for one 
never meets them in good company; where they 
have neither manners to present themselves, nor 
merit to be received. But, with the manners of 
footmen and grooms, they assume their dress too; 
lor you must have observed them in the streets here, 
in dirty blue frocks, with oaken sticks in their hands, 
and their hair greasy and unpowdered, tucked up 
under their bats of an enormous size. '^I’hus finished 
and adorned by their travels, they become the dis- 
turbers of playhouses ; they break the windows, and 
commonly the landlords, of the taverns where they 
drink ; and are at once the support, the terror, and 
the victims, of the bawdy-houses they frequent. 
These poor mistaken people think they shine, and 
so they do indeed ; but it is as puti'efaction shines, 
in the dark. 

I am not now preaching to you, like an old fellow, 
upon either religious hr moral texts ; I am persuaded 
you do not want tlie best instructions of that kind : 
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but T am advising you as a friend, as a man of the 
world, as one who would not have you old while you 
are young, hut would have you take all the pleasures 
that reason points put, and that decency warrants. 
I will therilore suppose, for argument’s sake (for 
upon no other account can it be supposed), that all 
the vices abovementioned were perfectly innocent in 
themselves; they would still degrade, vilify, and 
sipk those who practised them ; would obstruct thj^ir 
rising in the world, by debasing their characters; 
and give them a low turn of mind and manners, 
absolutely inconsistent with their making any figure 
in upper life, and great business. 

What I have now said, together with your own 
good sense, is, I hope, sufficient to arm you against 
the seduction, the invitations, or the profligate exhor- 
tations (for I cannot call them temptations) of those 
unfortunate young people. On the other hand, 
when they would engage you in these schemes, 
content yourself with a decent but steady refusal ; 
avoid controversy upon such plain points. You are 
too young to convert them, and, I trust, too wise to 
be converted by them. Shun them, not only in 
reality, but even in appearance, if you would be well 
received in good company ; for people will always 
be shy of receiving any man, who comes from a place 
where the plague rages, let him look ever so healthy. 
There are some expressions, both in French and 
English, and some characters, both in those two and 
in other countries, which have, I dare say, misled 
many young men to their ruin. Um honnHe dehauchet 
unejolie debauche; an agreeable rake, a man of plea-- 
sure. Do not think that this means debauchery and 
profligacy : notliing like it. It means, at most, the 
accidental and unfrequent irregularities of youth 
and vivacity, in opposition to dulness, formality, 
tmd want of spirit. A cammerje gallant, insensibly 
formed with a woman of fashion ; a glass of wine or 
two too mucli unwarily thken, in the warmth and 
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joy of good coiiipuiiy ; or some innocent frolic, by 
which nobody is injured ; are the utmost bounds of 
that life of pleasure, which a man of sense and de- 
cency, who has a regard for his cjiaracterj will allow 
himself, or be allowed by others. Those who trans- 
gress them in the hopes of shining, miss their aim, 
and become infamous, or at least contemptible. 

The length or shortness of your stay at Turin will 
8\s^ciently inform me (even though Mr. Harte sliould 
not) of your conduct there ; for, as T have told you 
before, Mr; Harte has the strictest orders to carry you 
away immediately from thence, upon the first and 
least symptom oi infection that he discovers about 
you ; and I know him to be too conscientiously scru- 
pulous, and too much your friend and mine, not to 
execute them exactly. Moreover, T will inform you, 
that I shall have constant accounts of your beha^ 
viour, from Comte Salmour, the Governor of the 
Academy ; whose son is now here, and my particular 
friend. I have also, other good channels of intelli- 
gence, of which I do not apprize you. But, sup- 
posing that all turns out well at Turin, yet, as I 
propose your being at Rome, for the .Tubilee at 
Christmas, I desire that you will apply yourself 
diligently to your exercises of dancing, fencing, and 
riding, at the Academy ; as well for the sake of your 
health and growth, as to fasiiion and supple you. 
You must not neglect your dress, neither, but take 
care to be Ificn mis. Pray send for the best Operator 
for the teeth, at I'erin, where I suppose there is some 
famous one ; and let him put yours in perfect order ; 
and then take care to keep them so, afterwards, your- 
self. You had very good teeth, and I hope they are 
so still ; but even those who have bad ones, should 
keep them clean ; for a dirty mouth is, in my mind, 
ill manners. In short, neglect nothing that can pos- 
sibly please. A thousand nameless little things, 
which nobody can describe, but which every body 
feels, conspire to fomi thaf v)ttole of jdeasing j as the 



LETTERS TO IlIS SON. 

several pieces of a Mosaic work, tliou^h sepamtely of 
little beauty or value, when properly joined, form 
those beautiful figures which please every body. A 
look, a gesture, an attitude, a tone of voice, all bear 
their parts fti the great work of pleasing. The art of 
pleasing is more particularly necessary in your in- 
tended profession, than perhaps in any other ; it is, 
in truth,* the first half of your business; for if you 
do not please the Court you are sent to, you wiin)C 
of very little use to the Court you are sent from. 
Please the eyes and the eai’s, they will introduce you 
to the heart ; and, nine times in ten, the heart governs 
the understanding. 

Make your court particularly, and show distin- 
guished attentions, to such men and women as are 
best at Court, highest in the fashion, and in the opi- 
nion of the public ; speak advantageously of them 
behind their backs, in companies who you have rea- 
son to believe will tell them again. Express your 
admiration of the many great men that the House 
of Savoy has j)roduced ; observe, that nature, instead 
of being exhausted by those elforts, seems to have 
redoubled them, in the persons of the present King, 
and the Duke of Savoy : wonder, at this rate, where 
it will end, and conclude that it will end in the 
government of all Europe. Say this, likewise, where 
it will probably be reiieated ; but say it unaffectedly, 
and, the last especially, with a kind of enjouement. 
These little arts are very allowable, • and must be 
made use of in the course of the world ; they are 
pleasing to one party, useful to the other, and inju- 
rious to nobody. 

What I have said, with regard to my countrymen 
in general, does not extend to them all without ex- 
ception ; there are some who have both merit and 
manners. Your friend, Mr. Stevens, is among the 
latter, and I approve of yourvconnection with him. 
You may happen to meet with some others, whose 

VOL. If. c 
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friendship may be of great use to you hereafter, 
either from their superior talents, or their rank and 
fortune ; cultivate them : but then I desire that Mr. 
Harte may be the judge of those^persons. 

Adieu, my dear child ! Consider «efiously the 
importance of the two next years, to your character, 
your figure, and your fortune. 


LETTER CLI. 

DEAR BOY, London, May the 22d, O. S. 1749. 

I RECOMMENDED to you, in my last, an innocent 
piece of art ; that of Haltering people behind their 
backs, in presence of those, who, to make their own 
court, much more than for your sake, will not fail 
to repeat, and even amplify the praise to the party 
concerned. This is, of all flattery, the most pleasing, 
and consequently the most efiectual. Tnere are 
other, and many other inoffensive arts of this kind, 
which are necessary in the course of the world, and 
which he who practises the earliest, will please the 
most, and rise tne soonest The spirits and vivacity 
of youth are apt to neglect them a.s useless, or reject 
them as troublesome. But subseciuent knowledge 
and experience of the world remind us of their impor- 
tance, commonly when it is too late. The principal 
of these things, is the mastery of one’s temper, and 
that coolness of mind, and serenity of countenance, 
which hinders us from discovering, by words, actions, 
or even looks, those passions or sentiments, by which 
we are inwardly moved or agitated ; and the discovery 
of which, gives cooler and abler people such infinite 
advantages over us, not only in great business, but 
in all the most common occurrences of life. A man 
who does not possess himself enough to hear dis- 
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agreeable things, without visible marks of anger and 
cliauge of countenance, or agreeable ones without 
sudden bursts of joy and expansion of countenance, 
is at the i^erey of • every artful knave, or pert cox- 
comb: the fbrmer will provoke or please you bv 
design, to catch unguarded words or looks ; by which 
he will tjasily decipher the secrets of your heart, of 
which you should keep the key yourself, and trust 
it with no man living. The latter will, by his absur- 
dity, and without intending it, produce the same 
discoveries, of which other people will vail them- 
selves. You will say, possibly, that this coolness 
must be constitutional, and consequently does not 
depend upon the will : and I will allow that consti- 
tution has some power over us ; but I will maintain, 
too, that people very often, to excuse themselves, 
very unjustly accuse their constitutions. Care imd 
reflection, if properly used, will get the better ; and 
a man may as surely get a habit of letting his reason 
prevail t>ver his constitution, as oi* letting, as most 
people do, the latter prevail over the lormer. If 
you lind yourself subject to sudilen starts of passion, 
or madness (for 1 sec no difference between them, 
but in their duration), resolve within yourself, at 
least, never to speak one word, while you feel that 
emotion within you. Detennine, too, to keep your 
countenance as unmoved and unembarrassed as pos- 
sible ; which steadiness you may get a habit oi', by 
constant attention. I should desire nothing better, 
in any negotiation, than to have to do with one of 
these men of warm, quick passions ; which I would 
take care to set in motion. By artful provocations, T 
would extort rash and unguarded expressions ; and, 
by hinting at all the several things that I could 
suspect, infallibly discover the true one, by the 
alteration it occasioned in the countenance of the 
person. Volio sciolto con petMeri stretti is a most 
usei'ul maxim in business. It is so necessaiy at 
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some games, such as Berlan, Quinze, ^c. that a man, 
who had not the command of his temper and coun- 
tenance, would infallibly he undone hy those who 
had, even Ihougli they played 4iiir. Ayhereas, in 
business, you always play with sharpers ; to whom, 
at least, you should give no fair advantages. It may 
be objected, that 1 am now recommending. dissimu- 
lation to you ; I both own and justify it. It has been 
long said, Qui vescit (Ihsimulare nescil regnare: I go 
still farther, and say, that without some dissimulation 
no business can be carried on at all. It is simulation 
that is false, mean, and criminal : that is the cun- 
ning which liord Bacon calls crooked or left-handed 
wisdom, and which is never made use of but by those 
who have not true wisdom. And the siune great 
man says, that dissimulation is only to hide our own 
cards ; whereas simulation is put on in order to look 
into other people’s. Lord Bolingbroke, in his “ Idea 
of a patriot King,” which he has lately published, 
iuid which I will send you by the first opportunity, 
says, very justly, that simulation is a slUetto ; not 
only an unjust but an unlawful weapon, and the 
use of it very rarely to be excused, never justified. 
Whereas dissimulation is a shield, as secrecy is 
armour; and it is no more possible to preserve 
secrecy in business, without some degree oi* dissimu- 
lation, than it is to succeed in business without 
secrecy. He goes on, and says, that those two arts, 
of dissimulation, and secrecy, are like the alloy 
mingled with pure ore: a little is necessary, and 
will not debase the coin below its proper standard ; 
but if more than that little be employed (that is, 
simulation and cunning) the coin loses its currency, 
and the coiner his credit. 

Make yourself absolute master, therefore, of your 
temper, and your countenance, so far, at least, as that 
no visible change do appear in either, whatever you 
may feel inwardly. Tliis may be difficult, but it is 
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by no means impossible ; and, as a man ofsense never 
attempts impossibilities, on one hand, on the other, 
he is never discouraged hy difficulties: on the con- 
trary, lie redoubles his industry and his diligence, he 
jierseveres, add infallibly prevails at last. In any 
point, which prudence bids you pursue, and which a 
manifest .utility attends, lei difficulties only animate 
your industry, not deter you from the pursuit. If 
one way has failed, try another ; be active, persevej*e, 
and you will conquer. Some people are to be rea- 
soned, some flattered, some intimidatec>, and some 
teased into a thing ; but, in general, all are to be 
brought into it at last, if skilfully applied to, pro. 
fierly managed, and indefatigably attacked in their 
several weak places. The time should likewise be 
judiciously chosen : every man has his mollia lempora, 
but that is far from being all day long; and you 
would choose your time very ill, if you applied to a 
man about one business, wnen his head was full of 
another, or when his heart wiis full of grief, anger, or 
any other disagreeable sentiment. 

In order to Judge of the inside of others, study 
your own ; for men in general are very much alike ; 
and though one has one prevailing passion, and 
another has another, yet their operations are much 
the same ; and whatever engages or disgusts, pleases 
or oflends you, in others, will, mutatis mutandis, 
engage, disgust, please, or offend others, in you. 
Observe, with the utmost attention, all the operations 
of your own mind, the nature of your passions, and 
the various motives that determine your will ; and 
you may, in a great degree, know all mankind. For 
instance ; do you find youreelf hurt and mortified, 
when another makes you feel his superiority, and 
your own inferiority, in knowledge, parts, rank, or 
fortune? you will certainly take great care not to 
make a person, whose good wiM, good word, interest, 
esteem, or friendship, you would gain, feel that 
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superiority in you, in case you have it. If disa^ee- 
alJe insinuations, sly sneers, or repeated contradic- 
tions, lease, and irritate you, would you use them, 
where you wished to engii^c and please ? purely not ; 
and I hope you wish to enjj^ujj^e and please, almost 
universally. The temptation of sayinjj a smart and 
witty thinpf, or bon mot, and the malicious aj>plause 
with which it is commonly received, have made 
pimple who can say them, and, still oftener, people 
who think they can, but cannot, and yet try, more 
enemies, and implacable ones too, than any one 
other tiling that 1 know of. When such things, then, 
shall happen to l»e said at your expense (as some- 
times they certainly will), reflect seriously upon the 
sentiments of unetisiness, anger, and resentment, 
which they excite in you ; and consider whether it 
can be prudent, by the siimc means, to excite the 
stune sentimtjnts in others, against you. It is a 
decided lolly, to los<3 a friend for a jest ; but, in my 
mind, it is not a much less degree of folly, to make 
an enemy f)f an iiidifFerent and neutral person, for 
the sake of a bon mot. When things of this kind 
hajipeii to be said of you, the most prudent way is 
to seem not to suppose that they are meant at you, 
but to dissemble and conceal whatever degree of 
anger you may feel inwardly ; and should they be 
so plain, that you cannot be supposed ignorant of 
their meaning, to join in tlie laugli of the company 
against yourself ; acknowledge tlie hit to be a fair 
one, and the jest a good one, and play ofl* the whole 
thing in seeming good humour : but by no means 
reply in the same way ; which only shows that you 
are hurt, and publishes the victory which you might 
have concealed. Should the thing said, indeed, 
injure your honour, or moral character, there is but 
one proper reply ; which 1 hope you never will have 
occasion to make. •* 

As the female part of the world lias some influence. 
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urni often too much, over the male, your conduct, 
with rej^rd to women (t mean women of fashion, 
ior I cannot suppose you capable of conversiiifif with 
any others), deserves some snare in your reflections. 
They are a numerous and loquacious body: their 
hatred would be more prejudicial, than their friend- 
ship can .be advantiigeous to you. A j^encral com- 
plaisance and attention to that sex is, therefore, 
established by custom, and certainly necessaiy. 13«t 
where you would particularly please any one, whose 
situation, interest, or connections can bfe of use to 
you, you must show particular preference. The least 
attentions please, the j^reatest charm them. The 
innocent, but pleasing flattery oC their persons, how- 
ever gross, is greedily swallowed, and kindly digested, 
but a seeming regard fortheirunderstandings, a seem- 
ing dtisire of, and deference for their advice, together 
with a seeming confidence in their moral virtues, 
turns their heads entirely in your fiivour. Nothing 
shocks tli(;m so much as the least appearance of that 
conlemj)l, which they are aj)t to suspect men of enter- 
taining of their capacities: and you may be very 
sure ol' gaining their frienllship, if you seem to think 
it worth gaining. Here, dissimulation is very often 
necessary, and even simulation sometimes allowable; 
which, as it pleases them, may be useful to you, and 
is injurious to nobody. 

This tom sheet *, which I did not observe when 
I began upon it, as it alters the figure, shortens too 
the length of my letter. It may very well afford it : 
my anxiety for you carries me insensibly to these 
lengths. 1 am apt to flatter myself, that my expe- 
rience, at the latter end of my life, may be of use to 
you, at the beginning of yours ; and I do not grudge 
the greatest trouble, if it can procure you the least 

• The original is written upon a Hicct of paper, the corner 
of which is torn. 
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advantage. I even rci)eat frequently the same things, 
the better to imprint them on your young, and, T 
suppose, yet giddy mind ; and T shall think that part 
of my time the best employed ‘that contributes to 
make you employ yours well. God bless you, child ! 


. LETTER CLII. 

DEAR BOY, Tiondon, June the 16tli, O.S. 1749. 

I DO not guess where this letter will find you ; but, 
1 hope it will find you well ; I direct it eventually, 
to Laubach; from whence, I suppose, you have 
taken care to have your letters sent after you. I 
received no account from Mr. Harte by last post; 
and the mail due this day is not yet come in ; so that 
my informations come down no lower than the 2d 
June, N. S. the date of Mr. Harte’s last letter. As 
I am now easy about your health, I am only curious 
about your motions, which, 1 hope, have been either 
to Tnspruck or Verona; for I disapprove extremely 
of your proposed long and troublesome journey to 
Switzerland. Wherever you may be, I recommend 
to you, to get as much Italian as you can, before you 
go either to Rome or Naples : a little will be of great 
use to you upon the road ; and the knowledge of the 
grammatical jiart, w hich you can easily acquire in 
two or three months, will not only facilitate your 
j)rogress, but accelerate your perfection in that lan- 
guage, when you go to those places where it is gene- 
rally spoken ; us Najdes, Rome, Florence, &c. 

Should the state of your health not yet admit of 
your usual application to books, you may, in a great 
degree, and I hope you will repair tliatloss, by useful 
and instructive conversations with Mr. Harte : you 



LETTERS TO HIS SON. 21 

may, for example, desire him to p^ve you in conver- 
sation, tlie outlines, at least, of Mr. Locke’s liOgic; 
a general notion of Ethics, and a verbal epitome of 
Rhetoric; o| all which, Mr. Hartc will give you 
clearer ideas iit hjilf an hour by word of mouth, than 
the books of most oi' the dull lellows who have writ- 
ten upon those sulijects would do in a week. 

J have waited so long for the j)Ost, which I hoped 
would come, that the post, which is just going oui, 
obliges mt‘, to cut lliis letter short. God bless you, 
my dear child, and restore you soon *10 perfect 
health ! 

My compliments to Mr. llarte; to whose care, 
your life is the least thing that you owe. 


LETTER CLIII. 

DEAR BOY, London, June the l^2d, O. S. 1749. 

The outside of your letter of the 7th, N. S. directed 
by your own hand, gave me more pleasure, than 
the inside of any other letter ever did. 1 received 
it yesterday, at the same time with one i’rom Mr. 
llarte, of the 6th. They arrived at a very proper 
time, for they found a consultation of’ Physicians in 
my room, upon account of a fever, which I had for 
four or five days, but which has now entirely left 
me. As Mr. Harte says, that ymir lungs, now and 
then, give you a little pain; and that your swellings 
came and go variably ; but, as he mentions nothing 
of your coughing, spitting, or sweating, the Doctors 
take it for granted, that you are entirely free from 
those three bad symptoms; and from thence con- 
clude, that the pain, which you sometimes feel upon 
your lungs, is only symptomatsfcal of your rheumatic 
disorder, from the pressure of the muscles, which 
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hinders the free play of the lun^s. But however, as 
the lun^s are a point of the utmost importance and 
delicacy, they insist upon your drinkinjif, in all events, 
asses milk twice a day, and jroat’s whej as often as 
you please, the oftener the better : in your common 
diet, they recommend an attention to pectorals, sucli 
as sago, barley, turnips, &c. These rules are equally 
good in rheumatic, as in consumptive cases; you 
will therefore, I hope, strictly observe them ; for I 
take it for granted you are above the silly likings, or 
dislikings, in which silly people indulge their tastes, 
at the expense of their healths. 

I approve of your going to Venice, as much as I 
disapproved of your going to Switzerland. I sup- 
pose that you are by this time arrived ; and, in that 
supposition, I direct this letter there. But if you 
should find the heat too great, or the water offensive 
at this time of the year, I would have you go imme- 
diately to Verona, and stay there till the great heats 
are over, before you return to Venice. 

Ibe time you will probably pass at Venice will 
allow you to make yourself master of that intricate 
and singular form of government, which lew of our 
travellers know any thing of. Read, ask, and see 
every thing that is relative to it. There are, like- 
wise, many valuable remains of the remotest anti- 
quity, and many fine pieces of the Antico Modemo ; 
all which deserve a different sort of attention from 
that which your countrymen commonly give them. 
They go to see them, as they go to see the I iions, 
and Kings on horseback, at the Tower here; only 
to say that they have seen them. You will, I am 
sure, view them in another light ; you will consider 
them as you would a Poem, to which indeed they 
are akin. You will observe, whether the sculptor 
has imimated his stone, or the painter his canvass, 
into the just exuressiun of those sentiments and pas- 
sions, which snould characterise and mark tneir 
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several figures. You will examine, likewise, whe- 
ther, in their jrroups, there be a unity of action, 
or jiropcr relation ; a truth of* dress and manners. 
Sculpture and paintipp: are veiy justly called liberal 
arts ; a lively and stron*^ imagination, together with 
a just observation, being absolutely necessary to 
excel in either: which, in my opinion, is by no 
means the case of music, though called a liberal art, 
and now in Italy placed even above the other two; 
a proof of the decline of that country. The Venetian 
school produced miuiy great painters, such as Paul 
Veronese, Titian, Palma, &c. by whom you will see, 
as well in private houses, as in churches, very fine 
pieces. Tne Last Supper, by Paul Veronese, in the 
church of St. George, is reckoned his capital per- 
formance, and deserves your attention ; as does also 
the famous picture of the Cornaro family, by Titian. 
A taste of sculpture and painting is, in my mind, as 
becoming, as a taste of fiddling and piping is unbe- 
coming a man of fashion. The former is connected 
with History and Poetry ; the latter, with nothing, 
that I know of, but bad company. 

Learn Italian as fast as ever you can, that you 
may be able to understand it tolerably, and speak it 
a little, before you go to Rome and Naples. There 
are many good Historians in that language, and ex- 
cellent Translations of the ancient Greek and Latin 
Authors ; which are called the Collana : but the only 
two Italian Poets, that deserve your acquaintance, 
are Ariosto and Tasso ; and they undoubtedly have 
great merit. 

Make my compliments to Mr. Harte, and tell him, 
that I have consulted about his leg ; and that, if it 
was only a sprain, he ought to keep a light bandage 
about the part, for a considerable time, and do nothing 
else to it. Adieu ! Jubeo te bene t^alere. 
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LETTER CLIV. 

DEAR BOY, I^ndon, July the fith, 0. S. 1749. 

As I am no longer in pain about your health, which, 
T trust, is perfectly restored; and as, by the various 
j)/ccount8 1 have had of you, 1 need not be in pain 
about your learning; our correspondence may, for 
the future, turn upon less important points, compa- 
ratively ; though still very important ones : I mean, 
the Knowledge of the World, Decorum, Manners, 
Address, and all those (commonly called little) ac- 
complishments, which are absolutely necessary, to 
give greater accomplishments their full value and 
lustre. 

Had I the admirable ring of Hyges, which rendered 
the wearer invisible ; and had 1, at the same time, 
those magic powers, which were very common for- 
merly, but are now very scarce, of transporting myself, 
by a wish, to any given place ; my hrst expedition 
would be to Venice, there to reconnoilre you, unseen 
myself. I would, first, take you in the morning, at 
breakfast with Mr. Harte, and attend to your natural 
and unguarded conversation with him ; from whence, 
I think, I could pretty well judge of your natural 
turn of mind. How I should rejoice, if I overheard 
you asking him pertinent questions upon useful 
subjects ! or making judicious reflections upon the 
studies of that morning, or the occurrences of the 
former day I Then, 1 would follow you into the dif- 
ferent companies of the day, and carefully observe, 
in what manner you presented yourself to, and be- 
haved yourself with men of sense and dignity : whe- 
ther your address was respectful, and yet easy : your 
air modest, and yet unembarrassed : and I would, 
at the same time, penetrate into their thoughts, in 
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order to know whether your first ahord made that 
advantageous impression upon their fancies, which 
a certain address, air, and manners never fail doing. 
I would, afterward^s, follow you to the mixed com- 
panies of tlie ‘evening; such as assemblies, suppers, 
&c. and there watch if you trifled gracefully and 
genteelly: if your good breeding and politeness 
made way for your parts and knowledge. With 
what pleasure should I hear people cry out, Qhe 
(farhato Cavaliere, com* e pulito, disinwlto^ spiritoso / 
If all these things turned out to my mind, I would 
immediately assume my own shape, become visible, 
and embrace you : hut if the contrary happened, I 
would preserve my invisibility, make the best of my 
way home again, and sink my disappointment upon 
you and the world. As, unfortunately, these su- 
pernatural powers of Genii, Fairies, Sylphs, and 
Gnomes, have had the fate of the oracles they suc- 
ceeded, and have ceased for some time, I must con- 
tent myself (till we meet naturally, and in the com- 
mon way) with Mr. Harte’s written accounts of you, 
and the verbal ones which I now and then receive 
Irom people who have seen you. However, I be- 
lieve, it would do you no harm, if you would always 
imagine that I were present, and saw and heard 
every thing you did and said. 

There is a certain concurrence of various little 
circumstances, which compose what the French call 
Vaimahle; and which, now you are entering into the 
world, you ought to make it your particular study 
to acquire. Without them, your learning will be 
pedantry, your conversation often improper, always 
unpleasant, and your figure, however good in itself, 
awkward and unengaging. A diamond, while rough, 
has indeed its intrinsic value ; but, till polished, is 
of no use, and would neither be sought for, nor 
worn. Its great lustre, it is true, proceeds from its 
solidity, and strong cohesion of parts ; but without 
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the last polish, it would remain for ever a dirty, 
rough mineral, in the cabinets of some few curious 
collectors. You have, I hope, that solidity and co 
hesion of parts ; take now as ini\ch pains to get the 
lustre. (Tood company, if you make the right use 
of it, will cut you into shape, and give you the true 
brilliant polish. A propos of diamonds ; I have sent 
you, by Sir James (ilray, the King’s Minister, who 
wiU be at Venice about the middle of September, 
my own diamond buckles ; which are fitter for your 
young feet, than for my old ones: they will pro- 
perly adorn you ; they would only expose me. If 
Sir James finds any body whom he can trust, and 
who will be at Venice before him, he will send them 
by that person ; but if he should not, and that you 
should be gone from Venice before he gets there, he 
will in that case give them to your Banker, Mon- 
sieur Comet, to forward to you, wherever you may 
then be. You are now of* an age, at which the 
adorning your person is not only not ridiculous, but 
proper and becoming. Negligence would imply, 
either an indifference about pleasing, or else an 
insolent security of pleasing, without using those 
means to which others are obliged to have recourse. 
A thorough cleanliness in your person is as neces- 
sary, for your own health, as it is not to be offensive 
to other people. Washing yourself, and rubbing 
your body and limbs frequently with a flesh-brash, 
will conduce as much to health us to cleanliness. 
A particular attention to tlie cleanliness of your 
mouth, teeth, hands, and nails, is but common 
decency, in order not to offend people’s eyes and 
noses. 

I send you, here enclosed, a letter of recommenda- 
tion to the Duke of Nivemois, the French Embas- 
sador at Rome ; who is, in my opinion, one of the 
prettiest men J eve^ knew in my life. I do not 
know a l)etter model for you to form yourself upon : 
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pray observe and frequent him as much as you can. 
lie will show you what Manners and Graces are. 
J shall, by successive posts, send you more letters, 
both for h|Ome and Naples, where, it will be your 
own fault entirely, if you do not keep the very best 
company. 

As you will meet swarms ol‘ Gerniiins wherever 
you pfo, I desire that you will constantly converse 
with them in their own language : which will im- 
prove you ill that language, and be, at the same 
time, an agreeable piece of civility to tl/em. 

Your stay in Italy will, I do not doubt, make you 
critically master of Italian ; I know it may, if you 
please, for it is a very regular, and consequently Ji 
very easy language. Adieu ! God bless you. 


LETTER CIA. 

DEAR BOY, London, .luly the 20th, O. S. 1749. 

I WROTE to Mr. Harte last Monday, the 17th, O. S. 
in answer to his letter of the 20th June, N. S. which 
I had received but the day before, after an interval 
of eight posts ; during which, I did not know whe- 
ther you or he existed, and indeed I began to think 
that you did not. By that letter, you ought at this 
time to be at Venice ; where I hope you are arrived 
in perfect liealth, after the baths of 'riefier, in case 
you have made use of them. 1 hope they are not 
hot baths, if your lungs arc still tender. 

Your friend, the Comte d'Einsiedlen, is arrived 
here : he has been at my door, and I have been at 
his ; but we have not yet met. He will dine with 
me some day this week. Comte Lascaris inquires 
after you very frequently, and with great affection : 
pray answer the letter ^bicli I forwarded to you a 
great while ago from him. You may enclose your 



28 LOUD chesteufikld’s 

answer to me, and I will take care to jrive it him. 
Those attentions ought never to he omitted ; they 
cost little, and please a great deal ; but the neglect 
of* them offends more than you* can imagine. 
CJrcat merit, or great failings, will make you re- 
spected or <lespised ; hut trifles, little attentions, 
mere nothings, either done, or neglected, will make 
you either liked or disliked, in the genersil run of 
thtf world. Examine yourself, why you like such 
and such people, and clislike such and such others; 
and you will find that those drft'erent sentiments 
proceed from very slight causes. Moral virtues are 
the foundation of* society in general, and of friend- 
,ship in particular; but Attentions, Manners, and 
Graces both adorn and strengthen them. My heart 
is so set upon your pleasing, and consequently suc- 
ceeding, in the world, that possibly I have already 
(and probably shall again) repeat the same things 
over and over to you. However, to err, if I do err, 
on the surer side, 1 shall continue to communicate 
to you those observations upon the world, which 
long experience has enabled me to make, and which 
1 have generally found to hold true. Your youth 
and talents, armed with my experience, may go a 
great way ; and that armour is very much at your 
service, if you pleji.se to wear it. f premise, that 
it is not my imagination, hut my memory, that gives 
you these rules: I am not writing pretty, useful 
reflections. A man of sense soon discovers, be- 
<!jiuse he carefully observes, where, and how long, 
he is welcome; and takes care to leave the com- 
pany, at least, as soon as he is wished out of it. 
Fools never perceive whether they are ill timed or 
ill placed. 

I am this moment agreeably stopped, in the course 
of my reflections, by the arrival of Mr. Harte’s letter 
of the 13th July, N. S. to Mr. Grevenkop, with one 
enclo.sed for your Mamma. I find by it, that many 
of his and your letters to me must have miscarried; 
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lor lie says, that 1 have haci regular accounts of you. 
Whereas all those accounts have heen only, his letter 
of the flth and yours of the 7th .luiie, N. S. ; his of 
the 2()th J*ine, N.*S. to me; and now his of the 
13th July, N.’S. to Mr. Grevenkop. However, since 
you arc so well, as Mr. Harte says you are, all is 
well. I am extremely glad you have no com])laint 
upon your lungs; but 1 desire that you will think 
you have, for three or four months to come. Kdhp 
in a course of asses’ or goats* milk, for one is as good 
as the other, and possibly the latter is tlie best; aiul 
let your common food be as pectoral as you can 
conveniently make it. Pray tell Mr. Harte that, 
according to his desire, I have wrote a letter ol‘ 
thanks to Mr. Firmian. I hope you write to him 
too, from time to time. I’he letters of recommendtu 
tioii of a man of his merit and learning will, to be 
sure, be of great use to you among the learned 
world in Italy; that is, provided you take care to 
keep up to the character he gives you in them; 
otherwise they will only add to your disgrace. 

Gonsider that you have lost a good deal of time 
by your illness ; fetch it up now you are well. At 
present you should be a good economist of your 
moments, of which company and sights will claim 
a considerable share ; so that those which remain for 
study, must be not only attentively, but greedily 
employed. But indeed I do not suspect you of one 
single moment’s idleness in the whole day. Idle- 
ness is only the refuge of weak minds, and the bob- 
day of fools. T do not tudl gocal company and liberal 
pleasures, idleness; far from it: 1 recommend to 
you a good share of both. 

I send you here enclosed, a letter for Cardinal 
Alexander Albani, which you will give him as soon 
as you can get to Rome, and before you deliver any 
others ; the Purple expects that preference : go next 
to the Due do NiveriUoi^t, to whom you are reconi- 

1 ) 2 
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mended by several people at Paris, as well as by 
myself. Then you may carry your other letters oc- 
casionally. 

Remember to pry narrowly into everyipart of the 
j^overnment of Venice; inform yourself of the His- 
tory of that Republic, especiidly of its most remark- 
able eras; such as the Ligue de Cambrag,Ai\ 1509, 
by which it had like to have been destroyed ; and 
thfi conspiracy formed by the Marquis de Bedmar, 
the Spanish Embassador, to subject it to the Crown 
of Spain. *rhe famous disputes between that Re- 
public and the Pope arc worth your knowledge; 
and the writings of* the celebrated and learned Fra 
Paolo di Sarpiy upon that occasion, worth your read- 
ing. It was once the greatest commercial Power in 
Europe, and in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
made a considerable hgure ; but at present its com- 
merce is decayed, and its riches consequently de- 
cre^ised ; and, far from meddling now with the affairs 
of the continent, it owes its security to its neutrality 
and inefficiency : and that security will last no longer, 
than till one of the great Powers in Europe engrosses 
the rest of Italy ; an event which this century pos- 
sibly may, but which the next probably will see. 

Yourfriend Comte d’Einsiedlen, and hisGovernor, 
have been with me this moment, and delivered me 
your letter from Berlin, of Febniary the 28th, N. S. 
I like them both so well, that I am glad you did ; 
and still more glad to hear what they say of you. 
Go on, and continue to deserve the praises of those 
who deserve praises themselves. Adieu. 

I break open this letter to acknowledge yours of 
the JlOth .June, N. S. which I have but this instant 
received, though thirteen days antecedent in date to 
M.r. Harte’s last. I never in my life heard of bathing 
four hours a day; and 1 am impatient to hear of 
your safe arrival at Venice„af*U;r so extraordinary an 
operation. 
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DEAR BOY, London, July the 30th, O. S. 1749. 

Mr.'Harte’s letters and yours drop in upon me 
most irregularly; for I received, by the last post, 
one from Mr. If arte, of the 9th, N. S. and tlhit 
which Mr. Grevenkop had received from him, the 
posl before, was of the 13th ; at last, 1* suppose, 1 
shall receive them all. 

T am very glad that my letter, with Dr. Shaw*s 
opinion, has lessened your bathing ; for, since I was 
born, I never heard of bathing four hours a day ; 
which would surely be too much, even in Medea’s 
kettle, if you wanted (as you do not yet) new 
boiling. 

Though, in that letter of mine, I proposed your 
going to Inspruck, it was only in opposition to Lau- 
sanne, which I thought much too long and painful 
a journey lor you ; but you will have found, by my 
subsequent letters, that I entirely approved of Ve, 
nice, where I hope you have now been some time, 
and which is a much better pLace for you to reside 
at, till you go to Naples, than either Tieffer or Lau- 
bach. 1 love Capitsds extremely ; it is in Capitals 
that the best company is always to be found ; and, 
consequently, the best manners to be learned. The 
very best Provincial places have some awkward- 
nesses, that distinguish their manners from those of 
the Metropolis. // propos of Capitals ; I send you 
here two letters of recommendation to Naples, from 
Monsieur Finochetti, the Neapolitan Minister at the 
Hague; and, in my next, I shall send you two 
more, from the same person, to the same place. 

I have examined cWnt Einsiedlen so narrowly, 
concerning you, that, 1 have extorted from him a 
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coiitession, that y^Hi do not care to sjieak German, 
unless to such as understand no other lan|Tuage. 
At this rate, you will never speak it well, which I 
am very desirous that you should do, and of which 
you would, in time, find the advantap^e. Whoever 
lias not the command of a lan'^uap^e, and docs not 
speak it with facility, will always a)>pear below him- 
self, when ho converses in that laiif^uage ; the want 
of* words and phrases will cramp and lame his 
thoug'hts. As you now know German enough to ex- 
press yourself tolerably, speaking- it very often will 
soon make you sj)eak it very well; and then you 
will appear in it whatever you are. What with your 
own Saxon servant, and the swarms ol‘ Germans you 
will meet with wherever you go, you may have op- 
portuniti(;s of conversing in that language half the 
day ; and I do very seriously desire that you will, 
or else all the pains you have already taken about it 
are lost. You will remember likewise, that, till you 
can wTito in Italian, you are always to write to me 
in German. 

Air. Harte’s conjecture, concerning your distem- 
per, seems to me a very reasonable one ; it agrees 
entirely with mine, which is the universal rule by 
which every man judges of another man’s opinion. 
But, whatever may have been the cause of your 
rheumatic <lisorder, the effects arc still to be at- 
tended to ; and, as there must be a remaining acri- 
mony in your blood, you ought to have regard to 
that, in your common diet, as well as in your medi- 
cines ; both which should be. of a sweietening alkaline 
nature, and promotive of perspiration, liheumatic 
complaints are very aj>t to return, and those returns 
would be very vexatious and detrimental to you, at 
your age, and in your course of travels. Your time 
is, now particularly, inestimable; and every hour 
of it, at present, worth more than a year will be to 
you twenty years hence. *Yo^ are now laying the 
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foundation of your future character and fortune; 
and one single stone wanting in that foundation, is 
of more consequence than fifty in the superstructure; 
which can j^lways be mended and embellished, if 
the foundatiorf is solid. I'o carry on the metaphor 
of building. I would wish you to be a Corinthian 
edifi(!e, upon a Tuscan foundation ; the latter having 
the utmost strength and solidity to support, and the 
former all possible ornaments to decorate. The 
Tuscan column is coarse, clumsy, and unpleasant ; 
nobody looks at it twice: the Corinthian fluted 
column is beautiful and attractive; but, without a 
solid foundation, can hardly be seen twice, because 
it must soon tumble down. Yours aftectionately. 


liKTTER CLVII. 

DEAR BOY, London, August the 7th, O. S. 1749. 

By Mr. Marie’s letter to me of the 18th July, N. 8. 
which I received by the last post, I am at length in- 
formed of the particulars both of your past distemper, 
and of your future motions. As to the former, I 
am now convinced, and so is Doctor Shaw, that 
your lungs were only symptomatically affected; 
and that the rheumatic tendency is what you are 
chiefly now U) guard against, but (for greater secu- 
rity) with due attention still to your lungs, as if they 
had been, and still were, a little affected. In either 
case, a cooling, pectoral regimen is equally good. 
By cooling, I mean cooling in its consequences, not 
cold to the palate : for nothing is more dangerous 
than very cold liquors, at the very time that one longs 
for them the most ; which is, when one is very hot. 
Fruit, when full ripe, is very wholesome; but then 
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it must be within certain bounds as to quantity ; lor 
I have known many of my countrymen die of bloody 
fluxes, by induljrinjr in too f^reat a quantity of fruit, 
in those countries, where, from the •roodness and 
ripeness of it, they thouji^ht it could do them no 
hami. JW qwid minh, is a most excellent rule in 
every thing ; but commonly the letist observed, by 
people of your age, in any thing. 

• As to your future motions, T am very well pleased 
with them, and greatly prefer your intended stay at 
Verona, to* Venice, whose almost stagnating waters 
must, at this time of the year, corrupt the air. Ve- 
rona has a pure and clear air, anti has, I am informed, 
a great deal of good company. Marquis Mallei, 
alone, wouhl be worth going there lor. You may, 
I think, very well hnivt* Verona about the middle of 
September, when the great heats will be quite over, 
and then make the best of your way to Naples, 
where, I own, 1 want to have you, by way of precau- 
tion (I hojje it is rather over caution) in case of the 
least remains of u pulmonic disorder. The amphi- 
theatre at Verona is worth your attention ; as are 
also many buildings there and at Vicenza, of the 
famous Andrea Palladio, whose taste and style of 
building vvero truly antique. It would not be amiss, 
if you employed three or four days in learning the 
five Orders of Architecture, with their general pro- 
portions; and you may know all that you need 
know of them in that time. Palladio's own book of 
Architecture is the best you can make use of for that 
purpose, skipping over the lowest mechanical parts 
of it, such as the materials, the cement, &c. 

Mr. Harte tells me, that your acquaintance with 
the Classics is renewed ; the suspension of which 
has been so short, that J dare say it has produced 
no coldness. I hope, and l)elieve, you are now so 
much master oftheih, that two hours every day, un- 



LETTERS TO HIS SON. 35 

intemipiedly, for a year or two more, will make you 
perfectly so ; ant! I tliink you cannot now allot them 
a j^reater share than that of your time, considering 
the many other things you have to leam and to do. 
^ r)n iniisl k^imv how to speak and write Italian per- 
fi clly : you must learn some Logic, some Geometry, 
and some Astronomy; not to mention your Exer- 
cises, where they are to he leanit: and, above all, 
you must learn the World, which is not soon learnt,; 
and only to he learnt by frequenting good and 
various companies. • 

Consider, therefore, how precious every moment 
of time is to you now. Tin* more you apply to your 
business, the more you will taste your pleasures. 
Tlie exercise of the mind in the morning whets the 
appetite for the pleasures of the evening, as much as 
the exercise of the liody whets the appetite tor dinner. 
Business and pleasure, rightly understood, mutually 
assist each other ; instead of being enemies, as silly 
or dull people often think them. No man tastes 
pleasures truly, who does not earn them by previous 
business; and few people do business well, who do 
nothing else, liemember, that when I speak of 
pleasures, I always mean the elegant pleasures of 
a rational Being, and not the brutal ones of a swine. 
I mean la bonne Chore, short of gluttony; Wine, 
infinitely short of Drunkenness; Play, without the 
least Giuning ; and Gallantry, without Debauchery. 
There is a line in all these things, which men of 
sense, for greater security, take care to keep a good 
on the right side of: for sickness, pain, contempt, 
and infamy lie immediately on the other side of it. 
Men of sense and merit in all other respects, may have 
had some of these failings ; but then those few ex- 
amples, instead of inviting us to imitation, should 
only put us the more upon our guanl against such 
weaknesses.. Whoever thinks tliem fashionable will 
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not be so himself ; J have often known a fashionable 
man have some one vice; but \ never in my life 
knew a vicious man a fashionable man. Vice is as 
degrading as it is criminal. Clod bless you, my 
dear child ! • * 


. LETTER CLVIII. 

DEAR BOy, London, August the tOth, 1749. 

Let us resume our reflections upon Men, their cha- 
racters, their manners ; in a word, our reflections 
upon the World. They may help you to form 
yourself, and to know others. A knowledge very 
useful at all ages, very rare at yours : it seems as 
if it were nobody’s business to communicate it to 
young men. Their Masters leach them, singly, the 
languages, or the sciences of their several depart- 
ments ; and are indeed generally incapable of teach- 
ing them the World : their Parents are often so too, 
or at least neglect doing it ; either from avocations, 
indiflerence, or from an opinion, that throwing them 
into the world (as they call it) is the best way of 
teaching it them. This last notion is in a great de- 
gree true ; that is, the World can doubtless never 
be well known by theory ; practice is absolutely ne- 
cessary : but, surely, it is of great use to a young 
man, before he sets out for that country, full of 
mazes, windings, and turnings, to have at least a 
general map ot it, made by some experienced trtb 
veller. 

There is a certain dignity of Manners absolutely 
necessary, to make even the most valuable character 
either respected or respectable. 

Horse-play, romping, frequent and loud fits of 
laughter, jokes, waggery, and indiscriminate fomi- 
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liarity, will sink both merit and knovvledg;c into a 
decree of contempt. 'I'hey compose at most a merry 
fellow ; and ii merry fellow was never yet a respect- 
able man. Indiscripiinate familiarity cither offends 
your superlbrs, or else dubs you their dej>endant, 
and led cajitain. It gives your inferiors just but 
troublesome and improper claims of equality. A 
joker is n6ar akin to a buffoon; and neither of them 
is the least related to wit. Wlioever is admitted <fr 
sought for, in company, upon any other account 
than that of his merit and manners, ia never re- 
spected there, but only made use of. We will have 
such-a-one, lor he sings prettily ; we will invite such- 
;uone to a bidl, for be dances well; we will have 
sucli-a-one at supper, for be is always joking and 
and laughing ; we will axsk another, because be phiys 
dei'p at all games, or because he can drink a great 
<leal. These are all vilifying distinctions, niortil'ying 
preferences, iind exclude adl ideas of esteem and 
regard. Whoever is had (as it is called) in com- 
j)any, I’or the sake of any one thing singly, is singly 
tlijit thing, and will never be considered in any other 
light; consequently never respected, let his merits 
be what they will. 

This dignity of Manners, which I recommend so 
much to you, is not only as different from pride, as 
true courage is from blustering, or true wit from 
joking; but is absolutely inconsistent with it; for 
nothing vilifies and degrades more than pride. I’he 
pretensions of the proud man are oftener treated 
^th sneer and contempt, than with indignation : 
as we offer ridiculously too little to a tradesman, 
who asks ridiculously too much for his goods ; but 
we do not haggle with one who only asks a just and 
reasonable price. 

Abject flattery and indiscriminate assentation de- 
grade, as much as indiscriminate contradiction and 
noisy debate disgust. But a modest assertion of 
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one’s own opinion, and a complaisant acquiescence 

in other peojde’s, preserve dignity. 

Vulgar, low expressions, awkward motions and 
address, vilify, as they imply either a very low turn 
of mind, or low education, and low cynipany. 

Frivolous curiosity about trifles, and a laborious 
attention to little objects, which neither require nor 
deserve, a moment’s thought, lower a man; who 
%)m thence is thought (and not unjustly) incapable 
of greater matters. Cmlinal de Retz, very sagaci- 
ously, marjiied out Cardirnd Chigi for a little mind, 
from the moment that he told him lie had wrote 
three years with the same pen, and that it was an 
excellent good one still. 

A certain degree of exterior seriousness, in looks 
and motions, gives dignity, without tjxcluding wit 
and decent cheerfulness, which are always serious 
themselves. A constant smirk iqjon the face, and a 
whiflling judivity of the body, are strong indications 
of futility. Whoever is in a hurry shows that the 
thing he is about is too big for him. Haste and 
hurry are very diflerent things. 

I have only mentioned some of those things which 
may, and do, in the opinion of the world, lower and 
sink charatlers, in otlier respects valuable enough ; 
but I have taken no notice of those that afl’ect and 
sink the moral character. They are sutlicienlly oIj- 
vious. A man who has patiently been kicked may 
as well pretend to counigc, as a man blasted by vices 
and crimes may to dignity of any kind. But an 
exterior decency and dignity of manners will ev#i 
keep such a man longer from sinking, than otherwise 
he would be : of such consequence is the to vpivov^ 
even though affected and put on! Pray reiul fre- 
quently, and with the utmost attention, nay get by 
heart if you can, that incomparable chapter in 
Cicero’s Offices, upon the ro irptTrovt or the Decorum. 
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It contains whatever is necessary lor the dignity of 
Manners. 

In my next, I will send you a general map of 
Courts; a region yet unexplored by you; butwliich 
you are one day to inhabit. Tlie ways are gene- 
rally crooked and lull of turnings, sometimes strewed 
with flowijrs, sometimes choked up with briars; rot- 
ten ground and deep pits lrc(|uently lie concealed 
under a smooth and pleasing surface : all the patfis 
are slippery, and every slip is dangerous. Sense 
and discretion must accompany you af your first 
setting out ; Vmt, notwithstanding those, till exjieri- 
ence is your guide, you will every now and then 
step out of your way, or stumble. 

Lady Chestertield bus just now received your 
German letter, lor which she thtmks you ; she says 
the language is very correct ; and I can plainly see 
tile character is well formed, not to say better than 
your English character. Continue to write German 
fre(|uently, tliat it may be;come cjuite familiar to you. 
Adieu. 


LETTKU CLIX. 

1)£AU JJOY, London, August the 21st, (). S. 1749. 

By the last letter that 1 received from Mr. Harte, of 
the 31st July, M. S. .1 supjxise you are now either at 
Venice or Verona, and |)erfeclly recovered of your 
late illness ; which, I am daily more and more con- 
vinced, had no consumptive tendency : however, for 
some time still, faltes comme s*il y en avails be regu- 
lar, and live pectondly. 

You will soon l»e at Courts, where, though you 
will not be concerned, yet reflection and observation 
upon what you sec and hear there may be of use lo 
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in Courts yourself. Nothing in Courts is exactly 
as it a])pears to be ; often very different ; sometimes 
directly contrary. Interest, which is the real spring 
of every thing there, equally creates and dissolves 
friendships, produces and reconciles* enmities ; or, 
rather, idlows of neither real friendships nor enmi- 
ties ; for, as Dryden very justly observes. Politicians 
neither love nor Imlc. This is so true, that you may 
think you connect yourself with two friends to-day, 
and be obliged, to-morrow', to make your option 
between tllbm as enemies: observe, therefore, such 
a degree of reserve with your Jriends, as not to j)ut 
yourself in their power, if they should become your 
enemies ; and such a degree of moderation with your 
enemies, as not to make it impossible for them to 
become your friends. 

Courts are, unquestionably, the scats of Politeness 
and Good Breeding ; were they not so, they would 
be the seats of slaughter and desolation. Those who 
now smile upon, and embrace, would affront and 
stab each other, if Manners did not interpose : but 
Ambition and Avarice, the two prevailing passions 
at Courts, found Dissimulation more effectual than 
Violence ; and Dissimulation introduced that habit 
of Politeness, which distinguishes the (Courtier from 
the Country Gentleman. In the former case, the 
strongest body would prevail ; in the latter, the 
strongest mind. 

A man of parts and efficiency need not flatter 
every body at Court ; but he must take great care to 
offend nobody personally ; it being in the power of 
very many to hurt him, who. cannot serve him. 
Homer supposes a chain let down Irom Jupiter to 
the earth, to connect him with Mortals. There is, 
at all Courts, a chain, which connects the Prince, or 
the Minister, with the Page of the back-sUiirs, or the 
Chambermaid. Tht; King’s Wife, or Mistress, has 
an influence over himj ^ Lover has an influence 
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over her; the Chiimbermaid, or the Valet de Chanibre, 
has an influence over both ; and so ad infinitum. You 
must, therefore, not break a link of that chain, by 
which you hope to climb up to the Prince. 

You mu.%t ^enounce Courts, if you will not connive 
at Knaves, and tolerate Fools. Their number makes 
them considerable. You should as little quarrel, as 
connect yourself with either. 

Whatever you say or do at Court, you may depepd 
upon it will be known ; the business of most of tnose, 
who crowd levees and antichambers, beippj, to re])eat 
all that they see or hear, and a great deal that iliey 
neither see nor hear, according as they arc inclined 
to the persons concerned, or according to the wishes 
of those to whom they hope to make their court. 
Great caution is therefore necessary ; and if^ to great 
caution, you can join seeming frankness and open- 
ness, you will unite what Machiavcl reckons very 
difficult, but very necessary to be united ; volto sciolto 
e pensieri stretti. 

Women are very apt to be mingled in Court in- 
trigues ; but they deserve attention better than con- 
fidence : to hold by them is a very precarious tenure. 

I am agreeably interrupted in these reflections, by 
a letter which T have this moment received from 
Baron Firmian. It contains your panegyric, and 
with the strongest protestations imaginable, that he 
does you only justice. I received this favourable 
account of you with pleasure, and T communicate 
it to you with as much. While you deserve praise, 
it is reasonable you should know that you meet with 
it; and T make no doubt, but it will encourage you 
in perstwering to deserve it. This is one paragraph 
of the Baron’s letter. “ Ses rnffurs dans un age si 
fendre, reglees selon toutes les loir d'mie morale e.raefe 
ct sense/?; son application {ihni is what I like)// tout 
ce qui s*appellc etude serieuse, et diclles Letters, iHoignce 
de V ombre mcme d'un Fasle pedantesque, le rendcnl 
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tres d 'ujne de vos iendres smm; et fai Vh(nmeMr de 
vous assurer que. chacun se louera beaucoup de son 
commerce alse, ei de son amitie : fen ai projitc avec 
plaisir iei et d Vienne^ et je me crois tres heiireux de la 
permission, qu*U m\i accordee de* la continuer par la 
voie de lettres * :** — Reputation, like ticalth, is pre- 
served and increased by the same means by which 
it is acquired. Continue to desire and deserve 
praise, and you will certainly find it: Knowledge, 
adorned by Manners, will infallibly procure it. Con- 
sider, that jou have but a little way farther to get to 
your journey's end ; therefore, fo.r God's sake, do not 
slacken your pace: one year and a half more, of 
sound application, Mr. llartc assures me, will finish 
his work: and when his work is finished well, your 
own will be very easily done afterwards. Les Ma- 
il teres et les Graces, are no immaterial parts of that 
work ; and I beg that you will give as much of your 
attention to them as to your books. Every thing 
depends u])on them : senza di noi ognifatica e vami. 
The various companies you now go into, will pro- 
cure them you, if you will carefully observe, and 
form yourself upon those who have them. 

Adieu ! God Idess you ! and may you ever deserve 
that affection with which I am now Yours! 

♦ " Notwithstaiuliiig his p-eat youth, his Manners are regu- 
lated by the most unuxceptiouable rules of sense, and of morality. 
His application ( that is what 1 like ) to every kind of serious 
study, as well as to polite literature, without even the least ap- 
pearance of ostentatious pedantry, render him wortliy of your 
most tender afi'ection ; and 1 have the honour of assuring you, 
that every one cannot but be pleased with the acquisition of his 
acquaintance, or of liis friendship. 1 have profited of it, both 
here and at Vicuna; and shall esteem myself very happy to 
make use of the permission he has given me of continuing it by 
letter.’' 
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LETTER CLX. 

DEAR BOY, * London, September the /jth, O. S. 1749. 

I HAVE received yours from Laubach, of tlio 17th of 
August, N. S. with the enclosed for Comte Lascaris ; 
which T have given him, and with which he is ex- 
tremely pleased, as I am with your account of Car- 
niola. I am very glad that you attend lo,^ and inform 
yourself of the political objects of the countries you 
go through. Irade and Manufactures arc very con- 
siderable, not to say the most important ones : for, 
though Armies and Navies are the shining marks of 
the strength of countries, they would be very ill 
paid, and consequently fight very ill, if manufac- 
tures and commerce <lid not support them. You 
have certainly observed in Germany, the inefficiency 
of great Powers, with great tracts of country, and 
swarms of* men ; which are absolutely useless, if not 
paid by other Powers, who have the resources of 
manufactures and commerce. This we have lately 
experienced to be the case of the two Empresses of 
Gennaiiy and Russia: England, France, and Spain 
must pay their respective allies, or they may as well 
lie witliout them. 

I have not the least objection to your taking, into 
the bargain, the observation of* natural curiosities ; 
they are very welcome, provided they do not take 
up the room of better things. But the forms of 
government, the maxims of policy, the strength or 
weakness, the trade and commerce, of the severid 
countries you see or hear of, are the important objects, 
which i recommend to your most minute inquiries, 
and most serious attention. I thought that the Re- 
public of Venice had, by this time, laid aside that 
silly and frivolous piece of policy, of endeavouring 
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to conceal their form of government; which any body 
may know, pretty nearly, by taking the pains to read 
four or five books, which explain all the great parts 
of it ; and as for some of the little wheels of that 
machine, the knowledge of thein would be as little 
useful to others, as dangerous to themselves. Their 
best policy (I can tell them) is to keep quiet, and to 
offend no one great Power, by joining with another. 
Their escape after the Ligue of Camhray, should 
pVove a useful lesson to them. 

1 am glad you frequent the assemblies at Venice. 
Have you s*een Monsieur and Madame Capello ; and 
how did they receive you? Ijet me know who are the 
Ladies whose houses you frequent the most. Have 
you seen the Comtesse d’Orselska, Princess of Hol- 
stein ? Is Comte Algarotti, who was the imani there, 
at Venice. 

You will, in many parts of Italy, meet with num- 
bers of the Pretender’s people (English, Scotch, and 
Irish fugitives) especially at Rome; and probably 
the Pretender himself. It is none of your business 
to declare war on these people ; as little as it is your 
interest, or, I hope, your inclination to connect your- 
self with them : and therefore I recommend to you a 
perfect neutrality. Avoid them as much as you can 
with decency and good manners; but, when you 
cimnot avoid any political conversation or debates 
with them : tell them that you do not concern your- 
self with political matters; that you are neither a 
maker nor a deposer of Kings ; that, when you left 
England, you left a King in it, and have not since 
iieard eitlier of his deatli, or of any revolution that has 
happened, and that you take Kings and Kingdoms 
as you find them : but enter no farther into matters 
with them, which can be of no use, and might bring 
on heat and quarrels. When ytni speak of the old 
Pretender, you will ^•all him only, the Chevalier ile 
ISt. George; but mention him as seldom as possible. 
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Should he chance to speak to you, at any assembly 
(as, I am told, he sometimes does to the English) he 
sure that you seem not to know him ; and answer 
him civilly, but always either in French or in Itti- 
lian ; and give him, in the former, the a[)pellation of 
Mmisieur, and in the latter of Signore. Should you 
meet with the Cardinal t)f York, you will be under no 
difficulty, for he has, as Cardinal, an undoubted right 
to Eminenza. Upon the whole, see any ol'those j)eople 
as little as possible ; when you do see them, be civil 
to them, upon the footing of strangers ; but never be 
drawn into any altertialions with them, about the 
imaginary right of their King, as they call him. 

Tt is to no sort of purpose to talk to those people 
of the natural rights of mankind, and the particular 
constitution of this country. Blinded by prejudices, 
soured by misl'ortuncs, and tempted by tlieir neces- 
sities, they are as incapable of reasoning rightly, as 
they have hitherto been of acting wisely. I’he late 
Lord Pembroke never would know any thing that he 
had not a mind to know ; and, in tliis case, I advise 
you to follow his example. Never know either the 
father or the two sons, any otherwise than as foreign- 
ers ; and so not knowing their pretensions you have 
no occasion to dispute them. 

I can never help recommending to you the utmost 
attention and care, to acquire lea Manihes, la Tour- 
nure, et les Graces d*un Gatant Homme, et d^un Homme 
de Cour. They should appear in every look, in every 
action; in your address, and even in your dress, il’ 
you would either please or rise in the world. That 
you may do both (and both arc in your power) is 
most ardently wished you, by Yours. 

P. S. I made Comte Jjascaris show me your letter, 
which T liked very well: the style was easy and 
natural, and the French pretty^correct. There were 
so few faults in the orthognqffiy, that a little more 
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observation of tlie best French authors will make, 
you a correct master of that necessary lanjjuap^e. 

1 will not conceal from you, that I have lately had 
extraordinary "ood accounts of you, froni an unsus- 
pected and jutlicious person ; who promises me, that, 
with a little more of the world, your Manners and 
Address will equal your Knowledge. 'Fliis is the 
more pleasing to me, as those wc^re the tw o articles 
oC which I was the most doubtful. These commen- 
dations will not, I am persuaded, make you vain and 
coxcomicali but only encourage you to go on the 
right way. 


liFTTFR Cf.XI. 

DEAR BOY, Loudon, September the O. S. 1749. 

It seems extraordinary, but it is very true, tluit my 
anxiety for you increa.sc8 in proportion to the good 
accounts which I receive of you from all hands. I 
promise myself so much from you, that I dread the 
least disappointment. You ju-e now so near the 
port, which T liave so long wished and laboured to 
bring you safe into, that my concern would he dou- 
bled, should you be shipwrecked within sight of it. 
The object, therefore, of this letter is (laying aside all 
the authority of a parent), to conjure you as a friend, 
by the affection you have for me (and surely you 
have re.ason to have some), and by the regard you 
have for yourself, to go on, with assiduity and atten- 
tion, to complete that work, which, of late, you have 
carried on so well, and which is now so near l)eing 
iinished. My wishes, and my plan, were to make 

? rou shine, and distinguish yourself equally in the 
earned and the poliie world. Few have been able 
to do it. Deep learning is generally tainted wdth 
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podiiiitry, or at least unadorned by manners; as, on 
the otlier hand, polite manners, and the turn of the 
world, are too often unsupported by knowledge, and 
consequently end contemptibly in the frivolous dis- 
sipation of dfawing-rooms and ruclles. You are 
now got over the dry and difficult parts of learning; 
what remains requires much more time than trouble. 
You have lost time by your illness; you must 
regain it now or never. I therefore most earnestly 
desire, for your own sake, that for these next six 
months, at least six hours every mornipg, uninter- 
ruptedly, may be inviolably sacred to your studies 
with Mr. llarte. I do not know whether he w'ill 
require so much, but I know that I do, and hope 
you will, and conse(|uently prevail with him to give 
you that time : 1 own it is a good deal ; but when 
both you and he consider, that the work will be so 
niucli better, and so much sooner done, by such an 
assiduous and continued application, you will nei- 
ther of you think it too much, and each will find his 
account in it. So much for the mornings, which, 
from your own good sense, and Mr. f larte’s tender- 
ness and care of you, will, 1 am sure, be thus well 
employtxl. It is not only reasonable, but useful too, 
tfiat your evenings should be devoted to amusements 
and pleasures ; and therefore 1 not only allow but 
recommend, that they should be employed at assem- 
blies, balls, spectacles^ and in the best companies; 
with this restriction only, that the consequences of 
the evening’s diversions may not break in upon the 
morning’s studies, by breakfastings, visits, and idle 
parties into the country. At your age, you need not be 
ashamed, when any of these morning parties arc pro- 
posed, to say you must beg to be excused, for you are 
obliged to devote your mornings to Mr. llarte ; that 
T will have it so ; and that you dare not do otherwise. 
Lay it all upon me ; though I,p,m persuaded it will 
be as much your own inclination as it is mine. But 
those frivolous, idle p-eople, whose time hangs upon 
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tficir own hands, and wdio desire to make others lose 
theirs too, are not to be reasoned with ; and indeed 
it would be doing them loo much honour. The 
shortest civil tmswers arc the best ; I cannot, I dare 
not, instead of / will not ; for, if you were to enter 
with them into the necessity of study, and the use- 
fulness of knowledge, it would only furnish them 
with matter for their silly jests ; which, though 1 
would not have you mind, I would not have you 
invite. 1 will suppose you at Rome, studying six 
hours uninterruptedly with Mr. Harte, every morn- 
ing, and passing your evenings with the best company 
of Rome, observing their manners and forming your 
own ; and I will suppose a number of idle, saunter- 
ing, illiterate Englisn, as there commonly is there, 
living entirely with one another, supping, drinking, 
and sitting up late at ejich other’s lodgings ; com- 
monly in riots and scrapes, when drunk ; and never 
in good company when sober. I will take one of 
these pretty fellows, and give you the dialogue be- 
tween him and yourself ; such as I dare say it will 
be on his side, and such as I hope it will be on 
yours. 

Englifthman. Will you come and breakfast witli 
me to-morrow ; there will be four or five of our coun- 
trymen ; we have provided chaises, and we will drive 
somewhere out of town after breakfast? 

Stanhope. T am very sorry 1 cannot; but I am 
obliged to be at home all morning. 

Englishman. Why then we will come and breakfast 
with you. 

Stanhope. I can’t do that neither, I am engaged. 

Englishman. Well then, let it be the next day. 

Stanhope. To tell you the truth, it can be no day 
in the morning ; for I neither go out, nor see any 
body at home beforeitwelve. 

Etiglishman. And what the devil do you do with 
yourself till twelve o’clock ? * 
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Stanhope. I am not by myself, I am with Mr. 
1 Fartc. 

EntfHshman. Tlien what the devil do you do with 
him ? • 

Stanhope. *We study different things; we read, 
we converse. 

Englishman. Vei*y pretty amusement indeed! 
Are you to take Orders then ? 

Stanhope. Yes, my father*s orders, I believe,,! 
must take. 

Englishman. Why, hast thou no more spirit than 
to mind an old fellow a thousand miles off? 

Stanhope. If I don’t mind his orders, he won’t 
mind my draughts. 

Englishman. What, does the old prig threaten, 
then ? threatened folks live long ; never mind 
threats. 

Stanhope. No, I can’t say that he has ever threat- 
ened me in his life; but I believe I had best not 
provoke him. 

Englishman. Pooh ! you would have one angry 
letter from the old fellow, and there would be an 
end of it. 

Stanhope. You mistake him mightily ; he always 
does more than he says. Jle has never been angry 
with me yet, that I remember, in his life : but if I 
were to provoke him, I am sure he would never for- 
give me; he would be coolly immoveable, and I 
might beg and pray, and write my heart out to no 
purpose. 

Englishman. Why then he is an old dog, that’s 
all I can say : and pray, are you to obey your dry- 
nurse too, this same, what’s his name — Mr. Harte ? 

Stanhope. Yes. 

Englishman. So he stuffs you all morning with 
(rreek, and Ijatin, and Logic, and all that. Kgad, I 
have a dry-nurse too, but T n(^cr looked into a book 
with him in my life ; I have not so much as seen 

VOL. ii. • F 
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the face of him this week^ and don’t care a louse if 

I never see it ap^ain. 

Stanhope. My dry-nurse never desires any things 
of me that is not reasonable, anrl for my own good ; 
and therefore T like to be with liim. 

En(/tishman. Very sententious and edifying, upon 
my word ! at this rate you will be reckoned a very 
good young man. 

^Stanhope. Why, that will do me no harm. 

Englisnman. Will you be with us to-morrow in 
the evening, then? We shall be ten with you ; and 
I have got some excellent good wine ; and we’ll be 
very merry. 

Stanhope. 1 am very much obliged to you, but T 
am engaged for all the evening, to-morrow ; first at 
(Cardinal Albani’s; amd then to sup at the Venetian 
Embassadress’s. 

Englhhman. ITow the devil can you like being 
adw'ays with these foreigners? 1 never go amongst 
them, with aill their formalities and ceremonies. 1 
am never easy in coinjiamy with them, and T don’t 
know why, but I aim aishauued. 

Stanhope. I am neither ashamed nor afraid ; I 
aun vei*y easy with them; they are very eaisy with 
me ; I get the language, and 1 see their charaa)ters, 
by conversing with them ; and that is what we are 
sent abroiul for. Is it not? 

Englishman. I hate your modest women’s com- 
jiany ; your women of fashion, as they call ’em. T 
don’t know what to say to them, for my part. 

Stanhope. Have you ever conversed with them ? 

Englisnman. No. I never conversed with them ; 
but I nave been sometimes in their company, though 
much agaiinst my will. 

Stanhope. But at least they have done you no 
hurt ; which is, probably, more tlian you can saiy of 
the women you do converse with. 

Englishman. That’s true, I own ; but for all that, 
T would rather keep company with my surgeon half 
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the year, than with your women of fashion the year 
round. 

Stanhope. Tastes are different, you know, and 
every man follows Bis own. 

Englishman. That’s true ; but thine’s a devilish 
odd one, Sbinhope. All iiiornin}^ with thy dry-nurse ; 
all the eveninjT in formtd fine eompany ; and ail day 
long afraid of old Daddy in England. Thou art a 
queer fellow, luid T am afraid tlieve’s nothing to tai 
made of thee. 

Stanhope. 1 imi afraid so too. 

Englishnan. Well then; good night to you; 
you have no objection, I hope, to my being drunk 
to-night, which 1 certainly will be. 

Stanhope. Not in the least; nor to your being- 
sick to-morrow, which you as certainly w ill be ; and 
so good night too. 

You will observe, that I have not put into your 
mouth those g<iod arguments, which upon sucli an 
occasion would, I am sum, occur to you ; as piety 
and affection towards me ; regard and friendship for 
Mr. Harte ; respect for yt)ur own moral character, 
and for all the relative duties of Man, Son, Pupil, 
and Citizen. Such solid arguments would be thrown 
away upon such shallow puppies. Leave them to 
their ignorance, and to their dirty, disgraceful vices. 
They will severely feel the effects of them, when it 
will be too late. Without the comfortable refuge 
of learning, and with all the sickness and pains of a 
ruined stomach, and a rotten carcass, if they hap})eii 
to arrive at old age, it is an uneasy and ignominious 
one. The ridicule which such fellows endeavour 
to throw upon those w'ho arc not like them is, in 
the opinion of all men of sense, the most authentic 
panegyric. Go on, then, mj^ dear child, in the way 
you are in, only for a year and half more ; that is all 
I ask of you. After that, I promise that you shall 
be your own master, and that I will pretend to no 
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other title than that of your best and truest friend. 
You shall receive advice, but no orders, from me ; 
and in truth you will want no other advice but such 
as youth and inexperience must* necessarily require. 
You shall certainly want nothino-, that is requisite, 
not only for your conveniency, but also for your 
pleasures, which I always desire should be gratified. 
You will suppose that I mean the pleasures iVun 
ii^nncte hmnme. 

While you are learning Italian, which 1 hope you 
do with diligence, pray take care to continue your 
German, which you may have frequent opportunities 
of speaking ; I would also have you keep up your 
knowledge of the Jus Publicum Imperii, by looking 
over, now and then, those inestimable manuscripts, 
which Sir Charles Williiuns, who arrived here last 
week, assures me you have made upon that subject. 
It will be of very great use to you, when you come 
to be concerned in foreign affairs ; as you shall be 
(if you qualify youi'self for them) younger than 
ever any other was ; I mean before you are twenty. 
Sir Charles tells me that he will answer for your 
learning; imd that, he believes, you will acquire 
that address luid those graces, which are so necessary 
to give it its full lustre and value. Jlut he confesses, 
that he doubts more of the latter than of the former. 
I’lie justice w^hich he does Mr. Ilarte, in his pane- 
gyrics of him, makes me hope, that there is likewise 
a great deal of truth in his encomiums of you. Are 
you pleased with, and proud of the reputation which 
you have already acquired ? ISurely you arc, for I 
am sure I am. Will you do any thing to lessen or 
forfeit it ? Surely you will not. And will you not 
do all you can to extend and increase it ? Surely 
you will. It is only going on for a year and a luilf 
longer, as you have gone on for the two years last 
past, and devoting half the day only lo application ; 
and you will be sure to make tha earliest figure and 
fortune in tfie world, that ever man made. Adieu. 
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LIITTER CLXII. 

DEAR BOY, London, September the 22d, O. S. 1749, 

If I had faith in philters and love potions, T should 
suspect that you had given Sir Charles Williams 
some, hy the manner in which he speaks of yju, 
not only to me, but to every body else. 1 will not 
repeat to you what he says of the extent nnd correct- 
ness of your knowledge, as it might either make 
you vain, or persuade you that you had already 
enough, of what noboily can have too much. You 
will easily imagine how many questions 1 iisked, 
and how narrowly 1 sifted him ujion your subject ; 
he answered me, and I dare say with truth, just as 
I could have wished ; till, satisfied entirely with his 
accounts ol’ your character and learning, 1 inquired 
into other matlers, intrinsically indeed of less conse- 
(pience, but still of great consequence to every man, 
and of more to you than to idmost any man ; I mean, 
your address, manners, and air. To these questions, 
tliei same truth which he ha<l observed before, obliged 
him to give me much less satisfactory answers. And, 
as he thought himself, in friendship both to you and 
me, obliged to tell me the disagreeable, as well as the 
agreeable truths, upon the same principle 1 think 
myself obliged to repeat them to you. 

lie told me then, that in company you were fre- 
quently most 'provokin^ly inattentiv(j, absent, and 
(lisfrait. That you came into a room, and presented 
yourself very aw’kwardly; that at table you con- 
stantly threw down knives, forks, napkins, bread, 
&c. and that you neglected your person and dress, 
to a degree unpardonable at any age, and much 
more so at yours. • 

These things, how immaterial soever they may 
^ F 2 
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seem to people who do not know the world and 
the nature of mankind, ^ivc me, wlio know them 
to l»e exceedingly material, very jijreat concern. 1 
have long distrusted you, and therefore frerpiently 
admonished you, upon these articles; and I tell 
you jdainly, that I shall not he easy, till I hear a 
very different account of them. 1 know no one 
thing more offensive to a company, than that in- 
atjiention and diaUaelion. It is showing them the 
utmost contempt; and people never forgive con- 
tempt. Nornian is distrait with. the man he feai*s, 
or the woman he loves ; which is a proof that every 
man can get the better of that distraction, when, he 
thinks it worth his \^hilc to do so ; and, take my 
word for it, it is always worth his while. For my 
own part, 1 would rather be in company with a 
dead man, than with an absent one ; lor if the dead 
man gives me no pleasure, at least he shows me no 
contempt ; whereas the absent man, silently indeed, 
but veiy plainly, tells me that he does not think 
me worth his attention. Besides, can an absent 
man make iiny observations upon the charactei's, 
customs, and manners of the company No. lie 
may be in the best companies all his lifetime (if 
they will admit him, which, if I were they, I would 
not) and never be one jot the wiser. I never will 
converse with an absent man ; one may as well talk 
to a deaf one. It is, in truth, a practical blunder, 
to address ourselves to a man, who, we see plainly, 
neither hears, minds, nor understands us. More- 
over, I aver that no man is, in any degree, fit for 
either business or conversation, who cannot, and 
does not, direct and command his attention to the 
present object, be that what it will. You know, by 
experience, that I grudge no expense in your edu- 
cation, but I will positively not keep you a I’lappcr. 
Y'ou may read, in Dr. •Swift, the description of these 
Flappei*s, and the use they were of to your friends 
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the riapuUins; whose minds (Gulliver siiys) are so 
taken up with intense speculations, that they nei- 
ther can s])eak, or attend to the discourses ol‘ others, 
without being rousud by some external action upon 
the organs of speech and hearing ; for which reason, 
those people who are able to afford it always keep a 
Flapper in their family, as one of their domestics ; 
nor ever wiilk about or make visits, without him. 
Tliis Flapper is likewise employed diligently J;o 
attend his master in his walks; and, upon occasion, 
to give a soft flap upon his eyes ; becauseJie is always 
•SO wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in manil'cst 
<langer of falling down every precipice, and bouncing 
his head against every })ost, and, in the streets, of 
jostling others, or being jostled into the kennel him- 
sell*. If Christian will undertake this province into 
the bargain, with all my heart ; but I will not allow 
him any increase of wages upon that score. In 
short, 1 give you fair warning, that, when we meet, 
if you are absent in mind, I will soon be absent in 
body ; for it will be im])ossible for me to stay in the 
room : and ii’ at table you throw down your knife, 
plate, bread, &c. and hack the wing of a chicken for 
half an hour, without being able to cut it off, and 
your sleeve, all, the time, in another dish, I must rise 
from table to escape the fever you would certainly 
give me. Good God ! how I should be shocked, if 
you came into my room, for the first time, with two 
left legs, presenting yourself with all the graces and 
dignity of a Tailor, and your clothes hanging upon 
you, like those in Monmouth-street, upon tenter- 
hooks! whereas T ex})ect, nay rectuire to sec you 
present yourself with the easy and genteel air of a 
Man of f’asliioii, who has kept good company. I 
expect you not oidy well dressed, but very well 
*lressed : I expect a gracefulness in all your motions, 
and something particularly engaging in your address. 
All this I expect, and all this it is in your power. 
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by care and atlention, to make me find ; but to tell 
you the plain truth, if I do not find it, vve shall not 
converse very much totrcllier; for I cannot stand 
inattention and awkwardness ; it would endanj^er my 
health. You have often seen, and I* have as often 
made you observe L * ’s distinguished inattention 
and awkwardness. Wrapped up, like a Laputan, 
in intense thought, and possibly, sometimes in no 
thought at all ; which, I believe, is very often the 
case of absent people ; he docs not know his most 
intimate acNpiaintance by sight, or answers them as 
if he were at cross-purposes. I-le leaves his hat in 
one room, his sword in another, and would leave his 
shoes in a third, ifi his buckles, though awry, did 
not save them : his legs and arms, by his awkward 
management of them, seem to have undergone the 
Question extraordinaire ; and his head, always hang- 
ing upon one or other of bis shouldei*s, seems to have 
received the first stroke upon a block. I sincerely 
value and esteem him for his Parts, Learning, and 
Virtue; but, for the soul of me, 1 cannot love him 
in comj)any. This will be universally the case, 
in common life, of every inattentive, awkward man, 
let his real merit and knowledge be ever so great. 
When I was ol’ your cige, I desired to shine, as far 
as T was able, in every part of life ; and was as 
attentive to my Manners, my Dress, juid my Air, in 
company on evenings, as to my Books and my Tutor 
in the mornings. A young fellow should be ambi- 
tious to shine in every thing ; and, of the two, always 
rather overdo dian underdo. Th(‘,se things are, by 
no means, trifles ; they are of infinite consequence 
to those who arc to be thrown into the greait world, 
and who would make a figure or a fortune in it. It 
is not sufficient to deserve well ; one must please well 
too. Awkward, disagrwable merit will never carry 
any body far. Whcftjver you find a good dancing- 
master, pray let him put you uj)on your haunches ; 
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not SO much lor the sake of dancing, as for cominp; 
into a room, and presentinj^ youi-self g^enteelly and 
g^racefully. Women, whom you ougjht to endeavour 
to please, cannot forgive a vulgar and awkward air 
and {gestures ; t? leur fauf dn hritlanl. The generality 
of men arc pretty like them, and are equally taken 
by the same exterior j^nices. 

I am very "lad that you liavc received the diamond 
buckles safe ; all 1 desire, in return for them, is", 
that they may be buckled even upon your feet, and 
that your stockinj^s may not hide them.* 1 should 
be sorry you were an egregious fo}) ; but I protest, 
that, of the two, ! would rattier have you a Fop 
than a Sloven. I think negligence in my own 
dress, even at my age, when certainly I expect no 
advantages from my dress, would be indecent with 
regard to others. I have done with line clothes ; but 
T will have my plain clothes fit me, and made like 
other people’s. In the evenings, I recommend to 
you the comjiaiiy of women of fashion, who liave 
a right to attention, and will be paid it. Their 
company will smooth your manners, and give you 
a habit of attention and respect ; of which you will 
lind the advantage among men. 

My plan for you, from the beginning, has been 
to make you shine, eijually in the learned and in the 
polite world; the former ])art is almost completed 
to my wishes, and will, I am persuaded, in a little 
time more, be quite so. The latter part, is still in 
your powder to complete ; and I flatter myself that 
you will do it, or else the former part will avail you 
very little; especially in your department, where 
the exterior address and graces do lialf the business ; 
they must be the harbingers of your merit, or your 
merit will be very coldly received : all can, and do 
judge of the former, few of the latter. 

Mr. Harte tells me, that you have grown very 
much since your illness : if you get up to five feet 
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ten, or even nine inches, your figure will, probably, 
be a good one ; and, if well dressed and genteel, 
will probably please; which is a much greater 
advantage to a man, than people cqmmonly think. 
Lord Bacon calls it a letter of recommendation. 

I would wish you to be the omnis homo, Phomme 
unwcrsel. You are nearer it, if you please, than 
ever any body was at your age ; and if you will but, 
for the course of this next year only, exert your 
whole attention to your studies in the morning, and 
to your acldress, manners, air, and toumure, in the 
evenings, you will be the man I wish you, and the 
man that is rarely seen. 

Our letters go, at liest, so irregularly, and so often 
miscarry totally ; that, for greater security, T repeat 
the same things. So, though I acknowledge by last 

r «t Mr. Haite’s letter of the 8th September, N. S. 

acknowledge it again by this to you. If this 
should find you still at Verona, let it inform you, 
that I wish you would set out soon for Naples; 
unless Mr. liarte should think it better for you to 
stay at Verona, or any other place on this side Home, 
till you go there for the Jubilee. Nay, if he likes 
it better, I am very willing that you should go 
directly from Verona to Rome; for you cannot have 
too much of Home, whether upon account of the 
language, the curiosities, or the company. My only 
reason for incntioning Naples is for the sake of the 
climate, upon account of your health ; but, if Mr. 
Harte thinks your health is now so well restored as 
to be above climate, he may steer your course 
wherever he thinks proper; and, for aught I know, 
your going directly to Rome, and consequently stay- 
ing there so much the longer, may be as well as any 
thing else. I think you and J cannot put our affairs 
in better hands than jn Mr. Harte’s ; and I will tale 
his infidlibility against the Pope’s, with some odds 
on his side. A propos of the^Popc; remember to 
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be presented to him before you leave Rome, and go 
through the necessary ceremonies for it, whether of 
kissing his slipper or his b — h ; for I would never 
deprive myself of any thing that I wanted to do or 
see, by refusingto comply with an established custom. 
When I was in Catholic countries, 1 never declined 
kneeling in tlieir churches at the elevation, nor else- 
where, when the .1 1 ost went by. It is a complaisance 
due to the custom ol* the place, and by no means^ 
as some silly people have imagined, an implied a{>- 
probation of their doctrine. Bodily attitudes and 
situations are things so very indifferent in themselves, 
that T would (juarrel with nobody about them. It 
may, indeed, be improper for Mr. Harle to pay 
that tribute ol‘ complaisance, upon iiccount of his 
character. 

'J’his letter is a very long, and possibly a very 
tedious one ; but my anxiety for your perfection is 
so great, and jiarticularly at this criticid and decisive 
period of your lile, that 1 am only alVaid of* omitting, 
but never of repeating, or dwelling too long upon 
juiy thing that 1 think may be of the least use to 
you. Have the same anxiety for yourself, that 1 
have for you, and all will do well. Adieu! my 
dear child. 


LETTER CLXllI. 

DEAR BOY, London, September the 27th, O. S. 1749. 

A VULGAR, ordinary way of thinking, acting, or 
speaking, implies a low education^ and a habit of 
low company. Young people contract it at school, 
or among servants, with whom they are too often 
used to converse; but, after they frequent good 
company, they must want attention and observation 
very much, if they dp not lay it quite aside. And 
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indeed if they do not, good company will be very 
apt to lay them aside. The various kinds of vul- 
garisms are infinite ; 1 cannot pretend to point them 
out to you ; but I will give some samples, by which 
you may guess at the rest. 

A vulgar man is captious and jealous ; eager and 
impetuous about trifles. He suspects himself to be 
slighted, thinks every thing that is said meant at 
4iim ; if the company happens to laugh, he is j)er- 
suaded they laugn at him ; he grows angry and testy, 
says somtfthing very impertinent, and draws himself 
into a scrape, by showing what he calls a proper 
spirit, and asserting himself. A man of fashion 
docs not suppose himself to be either the sole or 
principal object of the thoughts, looks, or w'ords 
of the company ; and never suspects that he is either 
slighted or laDglied at, unless he is conscious that 
he deserves it. And if (which very seldom happens) 
the company is absurd or ill bred enough to do 
cither, he does not care two pence, unless the insult 
be so gross and plain as to require satisfaction of 
another kind. As he is above trifles, he is never 
vehement and eager about them; and, wherever 
they are concerned, rather acquiesces than wrangles. 
A vulgar man’s conversation always savours strongly 
of the lowness of his education and company. It 
turns chiefly upon his domestic aflfairs, his servants, 
the excellent order he keeps in his own family, and 
the little anecdotes of the neighbourhood ; all wdiich 
he relates with emphasis, as interesting matters. He 
is a man gossip. 

Vulgarism in language is the next, and distinguish- 
ing characteristic of bad company, and a bad edu- 
cation. A man of fashion avoids nothing with more 
care than that. Proverbial expressions, and trite 
sayings, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a vulgar 
man. Would he sa^, that men difter in their tastes ; 
he both supports and adorn^ that opinion, by the 
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jrood old saying, as he respectfully calls it, that 
u)hat is one man's Meat is another man's Poison. If 
any body attempts being ftmarty as he calls it, upon 
him ; he gives thengi Tit for Tat, ay, that he does, 
lie lias always some favourite word lor the time 
being ; which, for the sake of using often, he com- 
monly abuses. Such as vastly angry, vastly kind, 
vastly handsome, and vastly ugly. Even his pro- 
nunciation of projier words carries the mark of thp 
beast along with it. He calls the earth yearth ; he 
is obleiyed not obliged to you. He goe.s to boards, 
and not towards such a place. He sometimes affects 
hard w'ords, by way of ornament, which he always 
mangles like a learned woman. A man of fashion 
never has recourse to proverbs, and vulgar aphorisms ; 
uses neither favourite words nor hard words; but 
takes great care to speak very correctly and gram- 
matically, and to pronounce properly; that is, ac- 
cording to the usage of the best companies. 

An awkward address, ungraceful attitudes and 
actions, and a certain left-handedness (if I may use 
that word) loudly proclaim low education and low 
company ; for it is impossible to suppose that a man 
can nave frequented good company, without having 
catched something, at least, of their air and motions. 
A new raised man is distinguished in a regiment by 
his awkwardness ; but he must be impenetrably dull, 
if, in a month or two’s time, he cannot perform at 
least the common manual exercise, and look like 
a soldier. The very accoutrements, of a man of 
fashion are grievous incumbrances to a vulgar man. 
He is at a loss what to do with his hat, when it is 
not upon his head; his cane (if unfortunately he 
wears one) is at perpetual war with every cup of tea 
or coffee he drinks; destroys them first, and then 
accompanies them in their fall. His sword is for- 
midable only to his own legs, which would possibly 
carry him fast enough out of the way of any sword 
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but his own. His clothes fit him so ill, and con- 
strain him so much, that he seems rather their pri- 
soner than their proprietor. He presents himself in 
company, like a criminal in a court of justice; his 
very air condemns him; and people of fashion will 
no more connect themselves with the one, than peo- 
j)le of character will with the other. This repulse 
drives and sinks him into low company ; a gulf 
§om whence no man, after a certain age, ever 
emerged. 

Les manieres nobles et aisees, la tojirnure iVun homme 
de cmiditiun, le ion de la Imme comjmgme, les Graces, 
le je ne sais quoi, qui plait, are as necessary to adorn 
and introduce your intrinsic merit and knowledge, 
as the polish is to the diamond; which, without 
that polish, would never he worn, whatever it might 
weigh. Do not imsigine that these accomplishments 
are only useful with women ; they are much more 
so with men. In a public assembly, what an advan- 
tage has a graceful speaker, with genteel motions, a 
handsome figure, and a liberal air, over one, who 
shall speak full as much good sense, but destitute 
ol’ these ornaments ! In business, how prevalent 
are the graces, how detrimental is the want of them ! 
By the help of these I have known some men refuse 
fiivours less offensively than others granted them. 
'J’he utility of them in Courts, and Negotiations, is 
inconceivable. You gain the hearts and conse- 
fiuently the secrets, of' nine in ten that you have 
to do with, in spite even of their prudence ; which 
will, nine times in ten, be the dupe of their hearts 
imd of their senses. Consider the importance of 
these things as they deserve, and you will not lose 
one moment in the pursuit of them. 

You are travelling now in a country once so famous 
both for arts and arms, that (however degenerated at 
present) it still deser\yBs your attention and reflection. 
View it therefore with care, compare its former with 
its present state, and examino into the causes of its 
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rise, and its decay. (Consider it 4 »lassically and poli- 
tically, and do not run through it, as too many of 
your young countrymen do, musically, and (to use 
a ridiculous word) knick-knackically. No piping nor 
fiddling, I beseech you ; no days lost in poring upon 
almost imperceptible Intaglios and Canwos : and do 
not become a Virtuoso of smidl wares. Form a 
taste of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture, if you 
please, by a careful examination of the works of tlil^ 
l)est ancient and modem artists; those are liberal 
arts, and a real taste and knowledge of tl/em beconu; 
a man of fashion very well. But, beyond certain 
bounds, the Man of Taste ends, and the frivolous 
Virtuoso begins. 

Your friend Mendes, the good Samaritan, dined 
with me yesterday. He has more good nature and 
generosity, than parts. However, I will show him 
all the civilities that his kindness to you so justly 
deserves ; he tells me that you are taller than I am, 
which I am very glad of. T desire you may excel 
me in every thing else loo ; and, far from repining, 
1 shall rejoice at your superiority. He commends 
your friend Mr. Stevens extremely ; of whom, tot), 
1 have heard so good a character from other people, 
that I am very glad of your connection with him. 
It may prove of use to you hereafter. When you 
meet with such sort of Finglishmen abroad, who, 
either from their parts, or their rank, are likely to 
make a figure at home, I would advise you to cul- 
tivate them, and get their favourable testimony of 
you here, especiidly those who are to return to Eng- 
land before you. Sir Charles Williams has puffed 
you (as the mob call it) here extremely. If thre(‘ 
or four more people of parts do the same, before 
you come back, your first appearance in London 
will be to great advant;ige. Many people do, and 
indeed ought, to take things* upon trust; many 
more do, who need i\j)t ; anti few dare dissent from 
an cstablisheil opinion. Adieu. 
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DEAR BOY, London, October the ^d, O. S. 1749. 

1 RECEIVED by the last post your letter of the 22d 
{September, N. S. lull 1 have not received that from 
Mr. Harte, to which you refer, and which, you say, 
contained your reasons for leavintr Verona, and 
retuniing to Venice ; so that I am entirely ijpfiorant 
of them. Indeed the irrcj^ulurity and nejrlig-ence of 
the post provoke me, as they break the thread of tlie 
accounts 1 want to receive from you, and of the in- 
structions and orders which 1 send you almost every 
post. Of these last twenty posts, I am sure that I 
have wrot(i eij^hteen, either to you or to Mr. Harte, 
and it does not appear, by your letter, that all, or 
even any of my letters have been received. 1 desire, 
for the future, that both you and Mr. Harte will, 
constantly, in your letters, mention the dates of 
mine. Had it not been for their miscarria»e, you 
would not have been in the uncertainty you seem to 
be in at present, with regard to your future motions. 
Had you received my letters, you would have lK*en 
by this time at Naples: but we must, now, take 
things where they are. 

Upon the receipt then of this letter, you will as 
soon as conveniently you can, set out for Home; 
where you will not arrive too long before the Jubilee, 
considering the difliculties of getting lodgings, and 
other accommodations there at this time. I leave 
the choice of the route to you ; but I do by no means 
intend, that you should leave Rome after the Jubilee, 
as you seem to hint in your letter; on the contrary, 
I will have Rome your head^tuarters for six months, 
at least; till you shall have in a manner acqiiirecl 
the Jus Civiiatis there. More things arc to be seen 
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iiiitl learned there, than in any other town in Eu- 
rope ; there are tlie best masters to instruct, and the 
Ixist companies to polish you. In the spring, you 
may make (it* you .pleiuse) tre(|uent excursions to 
Naples ; but Rome must still be your head-quarters, 
till the heats of June drive you from thence to somt; 
other place in Italy, which wc shall think of by that 
time. As to the expense which you mention, I do 
not ref^ard it in the least; from your infancy to thvs 
day, I never grudp^ed any expense in your education, 
and still less do it now, that it is become more im- 
])oilunt and decisive. J attend to the objects of 
your expenses, but not to the sums. I will certainly 
not pay one shilling for your losing your nose, 
your money, or your reason ; that is, I will hot con- 
tribute to women, gaming, and drinking. But 1 
will most cheerfully supply, not only every neces- 
sary, but every decent expense you can make. I 
do not care what the best masters cost. 1 would 
have you us well <1resscd, lodged, and attended, as 
any reasonable man of fashion is in his travels. I 
would have you have that pocket-money that should 
enable you to make the proper expense, (Van honnlia 
honme. In short, 1 bar no expense, that has neither 
vice nor folly for its object; and under those two 
reasonable restrictions, draw and welcome. 

As for Turin, you may go there hereafter, us a 
traveller, for a month or two ; but you cannot (con- 
veniently reside there as an academician, for reasons 
which I have formerly communicated to Mr. Ilarte, 
and which Mr. VilleUcs, since his return here, has 
shown me in a still stronger light than lie had done 
by his lethjrs from 'rurin, (d’ which I sent copii's 
to Mr. Harte, though probably he never rec(cived 
them. 

After you have left Rome, Florence is one of the 
places with which you should be thoroughly ac- 
quainted. 1 know that there is a great deal of 

* (i 2 
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pfaminjf there; but, at the same time, there are, in 
every place, some people whose fortunes are either 
too small, or whose understandings are too good, to 
allow them to play for any thii^g above trifles ; and 
with those people you will associate yourself, if you 
have not (as I am assured you have not, in the least) 
the spirit of gaming in you. Moreover, at su.spected 
places, such as Florence, Turin, and Paris, I shall 
J)e more attentive to your draughts, and such as 
exceed a proper and handsome expense will not be 
answered for I can easily know whether you game 
or not, without benng told. 

Mr. Ilarte will determine yoiir route to Rome, as 
he shall think best ; whether along the coast of the 
Adriatic, or that of the Mediterranean, it is equal to 
me ; but you will observe to come back a different 
way from that you went. 

Since your health is so well restored, I am not 
sorry that you are returned to Venice, for I love 
Capitals. Every thing is best at Capitals ; the best 
masters, the best companies, and the best manners. 
Many other places are worth seeing, but Capitals 
only are worth residing at. I am very glad that 
Madame Capello received you so well ; Monsieur, I 
was sure, would : pray assure them both of my re- 
spects, and of my sensibility of their kindness to 
you. Their house will be a very good one for you 
at Rome ; and I would advise you to be domestic 
in it, if you can. But Madame, I can tell you, re- 
quires great attentions. Madame Micheli has writ- 
ten a very favourable account of you to my friend, 
the Abbe Grossa Testa, in a letter, which he showed 
me, and in which there are so many civil things to 
myself, that I would wish to tell her how much I 
think myself obliged to her. I approve very much 
of the allotment of your time at V enice ; pray go on 
so, for a twelvemonlli at least, wherever you are. 
You will find your own iiccount in it. 
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1 like your last letter, which gives me an account 
of* yourself, and your own transactions ; for, though 
1 do not recommend the egotism to you, with regard 
to any body else, I .desire that you will use it with 
me, and with me only. T interest myself in all that 
you do ; and as yet (excepting Mr. Harte) nobody 
else does. He must of course know all, and .1 desire 
to know a great deal. 

T am glad you have received, and that you like tb« 
diamond buckles. I am very willing that you should 
make, but very unwilling that you should vut a figure 
with them at the Jubilee; the chitting a figure being 
the very lowest vulgarism in the English language ; 
and equal in elegancy to Yes, my l^ady, and No, 
my Lady. The words vast ami vastly, you will have 
found by my former letter, that I had proscribed out 
of the diction of a gentleman; unless in their proper 
signification of size and bulk. Not only in language, 
but in every thing else, take great care that the first 
imjiressions you give of yourself’ may be not only 
favourable, but pleasing, engaging, nay seducing. 
Tf’hey arc often decisive ; I confess they are a good 
deal so with me ; and I cannot wish fiir farther ac- 

3 uaintance with a man whose first ahord and address 
isplease me. 

So many of my letters have miscarried, and I 
know 80 little which, that I am forced to repeat the 
same thing over and over again eventually. This is 
one. I have wrote twice to Mr. Harte, to have your 
picture drawn in miniature, while you were at Ve- 
nice, and to send it me in a letter : it is all one to 
me, whether in enamel or in water-colours, provided 
it is but very like you. I would have you drawn 
exactly as you are, and in no whimsietd dress. I 
lay more stress upon the likeness of the picture, than 
upon the taste and skill of the painter. If this be 
not already done, I desire that ybu will have it done 
forthwith, before you ^leavc Venice; and enclose it 



68 i.oRi) (;ni:sTi:RFii'M)'s 

in a letter to me ; which letter, lor jyreater security, 
T would hav(! you <lcsire Sir James Gray to enclose 
in his packet to tht^ office ; as I, for the same reason, 
send this under his cover. If. the picture be done 
upon vellum, it will Ije the most portable. Send 
me, at the same time, a thread or silk of your owm 
length, exactly. I am solicitous about your fipfure ; 
convinced, by a thousand instances, that a goo(i one 
\s a reiil advantage. Mens sana in corpore sanoy is 
the first and greatest blessing. I would add, et 
pulchroy to complete it. May you have that, and 
every other ! Adieu. 

Have you received my letters of recommenrhition 
to Cardinal Albani, and the Duke <le Nivemois, at 
Rome? 


GETTER CLXV. 

J)EAR BUY, London, October the 9th, O. 8. 1749. 

If this letter finds you at all, of which I am very 
doubtful, it will find you at Venice, preparing for 
your journey to Rome ; which, by my last letter to 
Mr. Hartc, I advised you to make along tlie coast 
of the Adriatic, through Rimini, Loretto, Ancona, 
&c. jilaces that are all worth seeing, but are not 
wortn staying at. And such I reckon all places, 
where the eyes only art! employed. Remains of an- 
tiquity, public buildings, paintings, sculptures, &c. 
ought to be seen, and that with a proper degree of 
attention ; but this is soon done, for they are only 
outsides. It is not so with more important objects; 
the insides of which must be seen ; and they require 
and deserve much more attention. The Characters, 
the Heads, and the Hearts of men, are the useful 
science of which Twouhl have you perfect master. 
That science is best taught apd l>est learnt in Capi- 
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tals, where every human passion has its oi)ject, and 
exerts all its force or all its art in the pursuit. I be- 
lieve there is no place in the world, where every 
passion is busier, appears in more shapes, and is 
conducted with more art, than at Rome. Therefore, 
when you are there, do not imagine that the Capitol, 
the Vatican, and the Pantheon, are the principal 
objects of your curiosity. But, for one minute that 
you best ow upon those, employ ten days in inform * 
ing yourself of the nature of that government, the 
rise and decay of the Papal power, the .politics ol’ 
that Court, the Brigues of the Cardinals, the tricks 
of the Conclaves ; and, in general, every thing that 
relates to the interior of that extraordinary govern- 
ment; founded originally upon the ignorance and 
superstition of mankind, extended by the weakness 
of some Princes, and the ambition of others; de- 
clining of late, in proportion as knowledge has in- 
creased ; and owing its present precarious security 
not to the religion, the aftection, or the fear, of* the 
^J'emporal Powers, but to the jealousy of each other. 
The Pojie’s hixcommunications are no longer dread- 
ed; his Iiidulgencies little solicited, and sell very 
cheap ; luid his territories, formidable to no Power, 
are coveted by many, and will, most undoubtedly, 
within a century, be scantled out among the great 
Powers, who have now a fooling in Italy ; whenever 
they can agree upon the division of the Bear’s skin. 
Pray inform yourself thoroughly of the histoiy of 
the Popes and of the Popedom ; whieh, for many 
centuries, is interwoven with the History of all 
Europe. Read the best authors, who treat of these 
matters, and especially Fra Paolo, de Beneficih ; a 
short, but very material book. You wilf find at 
Rome some of all the religious Orders in the Chris- 
tian world. Inform yourself carefully of their origin, 
their founders, their rules, their ref'orms, and even 
their dresses: get aapiaintcd with some of all of 
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them* but particularly with the Jesuits; whose so- 
ciety I look upon to be the most able and best go- 
verned society in the world. Get acquainted, if you 
can, with their General, who always resides at Rome ; 
and who, though he has no seeming power out of 
his own Society, has (it may be) more real influence 
over the whole world, than any tem)>oral Prince 
in it. They have almost engrossed the education 
*of youth. They are, in general. Confessors to most 
of the Princes of Europe ; anti tliey are the principal 
Missionaries out of it : which three articles give them 
a most extensive influence, and solid advantages ; 
witness their settlement in Paraguay. The Catholics, 
in general, declaim against that society ; and yet are 
all governed by individuals of it. They have, by 
turns, been banished, and with infamy, almost every 
country in hUirope ; and have always Ibund means 
to be restored, even with triumph. In short, 1 know 
no government in the world that is carried on upon 
such deep principles of policy, f will not add mo- 
rality. Convci’se with them, frequent them, court 
them ; but know them. 

Inform yourself too of that infernal Court, the 
Inquisition; which, though not so considerable at 
Rome as in Spain and Portugal, will, however, be a 
good sample to you of what the villany of some men 
can contrive, tlie folly oi* others receive, luid both 
together establish ; in spite of the first natural prin- 
ciples of reason, justice, and equity. 

These are the projier and useful objects of the at- 
tention of a man of sense, when be travels ; and these 
are the objects for which I have sent you abroad; 
and I hope you will return thoroughly informed of 
them. 

I receive, this very moment, Mr. Harte’s letter of 
the 1st October, N. S. but 1 have never received 
his former, to which he refers in this, and you refc’r 
in your last ; in which he gave me the reasons for 
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your leaving- Verona so soon : nor have 1 ever re- 
ceived that letter in which your case was stated by 
your physicians. Letters to and from me have 
worse luck than othei; people’s ; for you have written 
to me, and 1 tayou, for these last three months, by 
V, ay of Germany, with as little success as before. 

I am edified with your morning applications, and 
your evening gallantries, at Venice, of which Mr. 
liartc gives me an account. Pray go on with both,* 
there, and afterwards at Rome ; where, provided you 
arrive in the beginning of December, you may stay 
at Venice as much longer as you please. 

Make my compliments to Sir James Gray and 
Mr. Smith, with my acknowledgments for the great 
civilities they show you. 

I wrote to Mr. Harte, by the last post, October 
the 6th, O. S. and will write to him in a post or two, 
upon the contents of his last. Adieu! Point de 
dislracliom ; and rememlKir the Graces. 


LETTER CLXVI. 

DEAR BOY, Londou, October the 17tli, O. S. 1749. 

I HAVE, at last, received Mr. Harte’ s letter, of the 
19th September, N. S. from Verona. Your reasons 
for leaving that place were very good ones ; and, as 
you staid there long enough to see what was to be 
seen, Venice (as a Capital) is, in my o{)inion, a 
much better place for your residence. Capitals are 
always the seats of Arts and Sciences, and the best 
companies. I have stuck to them all my lifetime ; 
and I advise you to do so too. 

You will have received, in my three or four last 
lettei-s, my directions for your •further motions to 
another Capital; wliere I propose that your stay 
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shall be pretty considerable. The expense, I am 
well aware, will be so too; but that, as I told you 
before, will have no weip^ht, when your improvement 
and advanta^^e are in the other* scidc. I do not care 
a groat what it is, if neither Vice nor Folly are the 
objects of it, and if Mr. Harte gives his sanction. 

I am very well pleased with your account of Car- 
niola : those are the kind of objects worthy of your 
•-inquiries and knowledge. The Produce, the Taxes, 
the Trade, the Manufactures, the Strength, the 
Weakness, the Government, of the several countries, 
which a man of sense travels through, are the ma- 
terial points to which he attends; and leaves the 
Steeples, the Market-places, and the Signs, to the 
laborious and curious researches oi* Dutch and Ger- 
man travellers. 

Mr, Harte tells me, that he intends to give you, 
by means of Signor Vicentini, a general notion of 
Civil and Military Architecture ; with which I am 
very well pleased. They are frequent subjects of 
conversation ; and it is very right that you should 
have some idea of the latter, and a good taste of the 
former; and you may very soon leam as much as 
you need know of either. If you read about one- 
third of Palladio’s Book of Architecture, with some 
skilful person, and then, with that person, examine 
the best buildings by those rules, you will know the 
different proportions of the different Orders; the 
several diameters of their columns; their interco- 
luinniations, their several uses, &c. The Corinthian 
Order is chiefly used in magnificent buildings, where 
ornament and decoration are the principal objects ; 
the Doric is calculated for strength ; and the Ionic 
partakes of the Doric strength and of the Corinthian 
ornaments. The Composite and the Tuscan Orders 
are more modem, and were unknown to the Greeks : 
the one is too light; and the other too clumsy. You 
may soon be acquainted with the consideiuble parts 
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of Civil Archilocture ; and i'or the minute and me- 
chanical parts of it, leave them to masons, brick- 
layers, and Lord Kurlin^ton ; who has, to a certain 
deafiec, lessened hinvielf, by knowing them too well. 
Observe the same method as to Military Architec- 
ture : understand the terms ; know the general rules, 
and then see them in execution with some skilful 
person. Go witli some Engineer or old Officer, and 
view, with care, the reid fortifications of some strong 
place ; and you will get a clearer itlca of Bastions, 
llalbmoons, ITorn-works, Kavelins, Glacris, &c. than 
all the masters in the world could give you u])on 
paper. And thus much J would, by all means, 
liave you know of both Civil and Military Archi- 
tecture. 

r would also have you acquire a liberal taste of 
the two liberal arts of Painting and Sculpture ; but 
without descending into those minuties, w'hich our 
modern Virtuosi most affectedly dwell upon. Ob- 
serve the great parts attentively ; see if' nature be 
truly represented ; if the passions are strongly ex- 
pressed ; if the characters are preserved : imd leave 
the trifling parts, with their little jargon, to affected 
puppies. I would advise you, also, to read the 
history of the Painters luid Settlors ; and I know 
none better than Felibien’s. There are many in 
lialian ; you will inform yourself which are the best. 
It is a part of History, very entertaining, curious 
enough, and not quite useless. All these sorts of 
things 1 would have you know, to a certain degree ; 
but remember, that they must only be the amuse- 
ments, and not the business of a mtin of parts. 

Since writing to me in (rennan would take up so 
much ol‘ your time, of which I would not now have 
one moment wasted, I will accept of your composi- 
tion, and content myself with a moderate (irerinan 
letter, once a fortnight, to Latly Chesterfield, or 
Mr. (rrevenkop. My ^meaning was, only that you 
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should not forget what you had already learned of 
die German language and character; but, on the 
contrary, that, by freejuent use, it should grow more 
easy and iamiliar. Provided y,ou take care of that, 

I do not care by what means; but I, do desire that 
you will, every day of your life, speak German to 
somebody or other (for you will meet with Germans 
enough) and write a line or two of it every day, to 
lieep your luind in. Why should you not (for in- 
stance) write your own little memorandums and 
accounts in that language and character? by which 
too, you would have this advantage into the bargain, 
that, if mislaid, few but yourself could read them. 

1 am extremely glad to hear, that you like the as- 
semblies at Venice well enough to sacrifice some 
suppers to them ; for 1 heai* that you do nt)t dislike 
your suppers neither. It is therefore plain, tliat 
there is somebody, or something, at those assem- 
blies, which you like better than your meat. And 
as 1 know there is none but good company at those 
assemblies, I am very glad to find that you like good 
company so well, I already imagine yoif a little 
smoothed by it ; and that you have either reasoned 
yourself, or that they have laughed you out of your 
absences and distractions; for I cannot suppose that 
you go there to insult them. I likewise imagine, 
that you wish to be welcome, where you wish to go ; 
and, consequently, that you both present and behave 
yourself there, en galanl homme, et pas en bourgeois. 

Tf you have vowed, to any body there, one of those 
eternal passions, which I have sometimes known, by 
great accident, last three months; I can tell you, 
that without great attention, infinite politeness, and 
engaging air and manners, the omens will be si- 
nister, and the Goddess unpropitious. Pray tell 
me, what are the amusements of those assemblies ? 
Arc they little commercial play, are they music, are 
they la hcHe cotwersafion, or are they all three? V 
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le parfait amour P Y dpMte-V-on les beaux 
senlimensP (hi est ce qu^rni y parle Kpigrammc 1 And 
pray whicli is your department!* Tut is depone in 
aurihns. Wiiiclievei* it is, endeavour to shine, and 
excel in it. A*im, at least, at the perfection of every 
thiiiff that is worth doing at all ; and you will come 
nearer it than you w'ould imagine ; but those always 
crawl infinitely short of it, whose aim is only medi- 
ocrity. Adieu, 

P. S. By an uncommon diligence of the post, I 
have this moment received yours of the 9th, N. S. 


LETTER CLXVn. 

DEAR BOY, London, October the 24tli, O. S, 1749. 

By my last I only acknowledged, by this I answer, 
your letter of the 9th October, N. S. 

I am very glad that you approved of my letter of 
September the 12th, ( 5 . S. because it is upon that 
footing tliat I always propose living with you. I will 
advise you seriously, as a friend of some experience, 
and I will converse with you cheerfully, as a com- 

{ )anion : the authority of a parent shall for ever be 
aid aside ; for, wherever it is exerted, it is useless ; 
since, if you have neither sense nor sentiments enough 
to follow my advice as a friend, your unwilling obe- 
dience to my orders, os a father, will be a very awk- 
ward and unavailing one, both to yourself and me. 
Tacitus, speaking of an army that awkwardly and 
unwillingly obeyed its Generals, only from the fear 
of punishment, says, they obeyed indeed, Sed ut qui 
mallent jussa Imperatorum inter^retari, quam exequi. 
For my own part, I disclaim .such obedience. 

You think, I findi that you do not uinlerstand 
Italian ; but, I can tell you, that, like the bourgeois 
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yentilhomme, who spoke prose without knowing; it, 
you understand a great deal, though you do not 
know that you do ; for, whoever understands French 
and liutin, so well as you do, ninderstands at least 
half the Italian language, and has very little occasion 
for a Dictionary. And for the idioms, the phrases, 
and the delicacies of it, conversation anti a little 
attention will teach them you, and that soon ; there- 
/()re, pray sjieak it in company, right or wrong, d 
tort on d travers ; as soon as ever you have got words 
enough to ask a common question, or give a common 
answer. If you can only say Jnioti giorvo, say it, 
instead of saying hon jour, I mean, to every Itiilian ; 
the answer to it will teach you more words, ^and, 
insensibly, you will be very soon master ol that easy 
language. You are quite right in not neglecting 
your (rernian for it, and in thinking that it will be 
ot' more use to you : it certainly will, in the course 
of your business ; hut Italian has its use too, and is 
an ornament into the bargain ; there being many 
very polite and good authors in that language. The 
reason you assign for having hitherto met with none 
of my swarms of Germans, in Italy, is a very solid 
one ; and I can easily conceive, that the expense 
necessary for a traveller, must amount to a number 
of Thalers, Groschen, and Kreutzers, tremendous to 
a German fortune. However, you will find several 
at Home, either Ecclesiastics, or in the suite of the 
Imperial Minister ; and more when you come into 
the Milanese, among the Queen of Ilungary’s Offi- 
cers. Besides, you have a Saxon servant, to whom, 
I hope, you speak nothing but German. 

1 have had the most obliging letter in the world, 
from Monsieur Capello, in which he speaks very 
advantageously of you, and promises you his protec- 
tion at Rome. I have wrote him an answer, by which 
I hope 1 have domesticated you at his hotel there ; 
which I advise you to frequent as much as you can. 
Jl est wai qu*il ne jmie pas beavcoup de sa figure ; but 
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he has sense and knowledge at bottom, with a great 
ex))erience of business, having been already Embas- 
sador at Madrid, Vienna, and London. And I am 
very sure that he will be willing to give you any in- 
formations in that way, that he can. 

Madame was a capricious, whimsical fine lady, 
till the smallpox, which she got here, by lessening 
her l^auty, lessened her humours too; but, as 1 
i)resume it did not change her sex, T trust to that fiy 
her having such a share of them left, as may contri- 
bute to smooth and polish you. She, doubtless, still 
thinks, that she has beauty enough remaining, to 
entitle her to the attentions always paid to beauty ; 
and she has certainly rank enough to require respect. 
Those arc the sort of women who polish a young 
man the most ; and who give him that habit oi* com- 
plaisance, and that flexibUity and versatility of man- 
ners, which prove of great use to him with men, and 
in the course of business. 

You must always expect to hear, more or less, 
from me, upon that impoitant subject of Maunei*s, 
Graces, Adaress, and that undefinable je nc sais qmi 
that ever pleases. I have reason to believe that you 
want nothing else; but I have reason to fear too, 
that you want these ; and that want will keep you 
poor, in the midst of all tlie plenty ol' knowledge 
which you may have treasured up. Adieu. 


LETTER CLXVIIT. 

DEAR 30Y, London, November the 3d, O. S. 1749, 
From the time that you have had life, it has been 
the principal and favourite object of mine, to make 
you as perfect as the imperfections of human nature 
will allow: in this view, I have grudged no pains 
• 11 2 
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nor expense in yonr eilncalion ; convinced that Edu- 
cation, more than IVatiire, is tlie cause of that jjreat 
diftcrence which we see in the characters of men. 
While you were a child, t endeavoured t() form your 
heart habitually to V^irtue and Ilono\ir, before your 
understandinj^ was capable of showinj^ you their 
beauty and utility. I’hose princi[)les, which you 
then i^ot, like your grammar rules, only by rote, are 
vow, 1 am persuaded, fixed and contirmed by reason. 
And indeed they are so plain and clear, that they 
require but a very moderate degree of understand- 
ing, either to comprehend or practise them, liord 
Shaftesbury says, very prettily, tiuit be wouhl be 
virtuous for his own sake, though nobody were to 
know it; as he would be clean for his own sake, 
though nobody w ere to see him. I have therefore, 
since you have had the use of your reason, never 
written to you upon those subjects : they speak best 
for themselves; and I should, now, just as soon think 
of warning you gravely not to faJl into the dirt or 
the fire, as into dishonour or vice. This view of 
mine, I consider as fully attained. My next object 
was, sound and useful Learning. My own care 
first, Mr. Harte’s afterwards, aiul of laic (T will own 
it to your praise) your own application, have more, 
than answered my expectations in that j)ailicular ; 
and, I have reason to believe, will answer even my 
wishes. All that remains for me then to w ish, to 
recommend, to inculcate, to order, and to insist upon, 
is (lood Breeding; without which, all your other 
qualifications will be lame, unadorned, and, to a cer- 
tain degree, unavailing. And here I fear, and have 
loo much reason to believe, that you are greatly defi- 
cient. The remainder of this letter, therefore, shall 
he (and it will not be the last by a great many) upon 
that subject. 

A friend of yours And mine has very justly defined 
Good Breeding to be, the result of much good-sense. 
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.some good-nature i and a lillle self-denial for the sake 
of others, and with a view to obtain the same indulgence 
from them. 'I’akinj^ this for grunted (as I think it 
cannot be disputed),,it is a.stonishing to me, that any 
body, who lias good-sense and good-nature (and I 
believe you have both) can essentially fail in good 
breeding. As to the modes of it, indeed, tliey vary 
according to persons, places, and circumstances; 
and are only to be acquired by observation and e^ 
perience ; but the substance of it is every where 
and eternally the same. Good manners are, to par- 
ticular societies, what good morals are to society in 
general ; their cement, and their security. And, as 
laws are enacted to enlorce good morals, or at least 
to prevent the ill effects of bad ones ; so there are 
certain rules of civility, universally implied and 
received, to enforce good manners, and punish bad 
ones. And indeed there seems to me to be less dif- 
ference, both between the crimes and punishments, 
than at first one would imagine. The immoral man, 
who invades another’s property, is justly hanged for 
it; and the ill bred man, who, by his ill maimers, 
invades and disturbs the quiet and comforts of iiri- 
vate life, is by common consent as justly banished 
society. Mutual complaisances, attentions, and sa- 
crifices of little conveniences, are as natural an im- 
])lied compact between civilized people, as protection 
and obedience are between kings and subjects : 
whoever, in either case, violates that compact, justly 
forfeits all advantjiges arising from it. • For my own 
part, T really think, that, next to the consciousness 
of doing a good action, that of doing a civil one is 
the most pleasing : and the ejiilhet which I should 
covet the most, next to that of Aristides, would be 
that of well bred, 'riius much for good breeding in 
general, 1 will now consider some of the various 
modes and degrees of it. • 

Very few, scarcely any, are wanting in the respect 
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which they should show to those whom they acknow> 
ledge to be inlinitely their superiors ; such asCrowned 
Heads, Princes, and public persons of distinguished 
and eminent posts. It is the, manner of showing 
that respect wnich is different. The man of fasliion, 
and of the world, expresses it in its fullest extent ; 
but naturally, easily, and without concern : whereas 
a man, who is not used to keep good company, ex- 
presses it awkwardly ; one sees that he is not used 
to it, and that it costs him a great deal : but I never 
saw the worst bred man living guilty of lolling, 
whistling, scratching his head, and such like inde- 
cencies, in company that he respected. In such 
companies, therefore, the only point to be attended 
to is, to show that respect, which every body means 
to show, in an easy, unembarrassed, and graceful 
manner. This is what observation and experience 
must teach you. 

In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make 
part of them is, for the time at least, supposed to 
be upon a footing of equality with the rest ; and, 
consequently, as there is no one principal object of 
awe and respect, people are apt to take a greater 
latitude in their benaviour, and to be less upon their 
guard ; and so they may, provided it be within cer- 
tain bounds, which are upon no occasion to be trans- 
gressed, But, upon these occasions, though no one 
is entitled to distinguished marks of respect, every 
one claims, and very justly, every mark of civility 
and good breeding. Ease is allowed, but careless- 
ness and negligence arc sti’ictly forbidden. If a man 
accosts you, and talks to you ever so dully or frivo- 
lously, it is worse than rudeness, it is brutality, to 
show him, by a manifest inattention to what he says, 
that you think him a fool or a blockhead, and not 
worth hearing. It is much more so with regani to 
women ; who, of whatever nvnk they are, are entitled, 
in consideration of their sex, not only to an attentive. 
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but an officious good breeding from men. I’heir 
little wants, likings, dislikes, preferences, antipathies, 
fancies, whims, and even impertinences, must l)e 
officiously attended »to, flattcrefl, and, if possible 
guessed at and anticipated, by a well bred man. 
You must never Uvsurp to yourself those conveniences 
and (Kjremem which are of common right ; sucli as 
the best places, the best dishes, &c. ; but, on the 
contrary, idways decline them yourseli’, and offei?' 
tiiein to others; who, in their turns, will offer them 
to you : so that, upon the whole, you will, in your 
turn, enjoy your share of the common right. It 
would be endless for me to enumerate all the par- 
ticular instances in which a well bred miui shows his 
good breeding in good company; and it would be 
injurious to you to suppose, that your own good sense 
will not point them out to you ; and then your own 
good nature will recommend, and your self-interest 
enforce the practi<;e. 

There is a third sort of good breeding, in which 
people are the most apt to fail, from a very mistaken 
notion that they cannot fail at all. I mean, with 
regard to one’s most familiar friends and acquaint- 
ances, or those who really are our inferiors; and 
there, undoubtedly, a greater degree of ease is not 
only allowed, but proper, and contributes much to 
the comforts of a private, sociid life. Hut that ease 
and freedom have their bounds too, which must by 
no means be violated. A certain degree of negligence 
and carelessness becomes injurious and insulting, 
from the real or supposed inferiority of the jjersons : 
and that delightful liberty of conversation among a 
few friends is soon destroyed, as liberty often has 
been, by being carried to licentiousness. But example 
explains things best, and I will put a pretty strong 
case. Suppose you and me alone together; 1 believe 
you will allow that I have as good a right to unlimited 
freedom in your company, as cither you or 1 can 
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possibly have in any other; and I am apt to believe, 
too, that you would indulp^e me in that freedom, as 
far 08 any body would. But, notwithstanding this, 
do you imjigine that I should* think there were no 
bounds to that freedom ? I assure ycRi, I should not 
think so; and I take myself to be as mueh tied 
down by a certain degree of good manners, to you, 
as by other degrees of them to other people. Were 
ii to show you, by a manifest inattention to what 
you said to me, that I was thinking of something 
else the whole time; were I to yawn extremely, snore, 
or break wind, in your company, I should think 
that I behaved myself to you like a beast, and should 
not expect that you would care to frequent* me. No. 
The most familiar and intimate habitudes, connec- 
tions, and friendships, require a degree of good 
breeding, both to preserve and cement them. If 
ever a man and his wife, or a man and his mistress, 
who pass nights us well as days together, absolutely 
lay aside all good breeding, their intimacy will soon 
degenerate into a coarse familiarity, infallibly pro- 
ductive of contempt or disgust. I’hc best of us have 
our bad sides ; and it is as imprudent, as it is ill 
bred, to exhibit them. I shall certainly not use 
ceremony with you ; it would be misplaced between 
us : but I shall certainly observe that degi’ee of good 
breeding with you, which is, in the first place, decent, 
and which, 1 lun sure, is absolutely necessary to make 
us like one another’s company long. 

I will say no more, now, upon this important 
subject of good breeding; upon which I have already 
dwelt too long, it may be, for one letter ; and upon 
which I shall frequently refresh your memory here- 
after : but I will conclude with these axioms. 

That the deepest learning, without good breeding, 
is unwelcome and tiresome pedantry, and of use no 
where but in a marfs own closet ; and consequently 
of little or no use at all. » 
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Thut a man, who is not jicrfectly well bred, is unfit 
Ibr good company, and unwelcome in it ; will con- 
sequently dislike it soon, afterwards renounce it; 
and be reduced to solitude, or, what is worse, low 
and bad company. 

That a man, who is not well bred, is full as unfit 
for business as for company. 

Make then, my dear child, I conjure you. Good 
Breeding the great object of your thoughts and^ 
actions, at least half the day. Observe carefully the 
behaviour and manners of those who are distin- 
guished by their good breeding ; imitate, nay, endesu 
vour to excel, that you may at least reach them ; and 
be convinced that good breeding is, to all worldly 
qualifications, what charity is to all Christian vir- 
tues. Observe how it adorns merit, and how often 
it covers the want of it. May you wear it to adorn, 
and not to cover you ! Adieu. 


LETTER CLXIX. 

DEAR BOY, London, November the I'lth, O. S. 1749. 
There is a natural Good Breeding, which occurs to 
every man of common sense, and is practised by 
every man of common good nature. This good 
breeding is general, independent of modes ; and con- 
sists in endeavours to please and oblige our fellow 
creatures by all good offices, short of moral duties. 
This will be practised by a good natured American 
savage, as essentially as by the best bred European. 
But then, I do not take it to extend to the sacrifice 
of our 6wn conveniencies, for the sake of other peo- 
ple's. Utility introduced this sort of good breeding, 
as it introduced commerce ; an€> established a truck 
of the little afirernens and pleasures of life. I sacri- 
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fice sudi a coiiveniency to you, you sacrifice another 
to me; this commerce circulates, and every indivi- 
ilual finds his account in it upon the wliole. The 
third sort of good breeding is local, and is variously 
modified, in not only different countries, but in dif- 
ferent towns of the same country. J4ut it must he 
founded upon the two former sorts: they arc the 
matter; to which, in this case. Fashion and Custom 
"“only give the different shapes and impressions. Who- 
ever has the two first sorts, will easily acquire this 
third sort -of good breeding, which depends singly 
upon attention and observation. It is, properly, the 
polish, the lustre, the last finishing strokes of good 
breeding. It is to be found only in Capitals, and 
even there it varies; the good breeding of‘ Rome 
differing, in some things, from that ol‘ Paris ; that 
of Paris, in others, from that of Madrid; and that of 
Madrid, in many things, from that of Loudon. A 
man of sense, therefore, carefully attends to the local 
manners of the respective places where he is, imd 
takes for his models those persons whom he observes 
to be at the head of the fashion and good breeding. 
He watches how they address themselves to their 
superiors, how they accost their equals, and how they 
treat their inferiors ; and lets none of those little 
niceties escape him ; which are to good breeding, 
what the last delicate and masterly touches are to a 
good picture; and of which the vulgar have no 
notion, but by which good judges distinguish the 
master. He attends even to their air, dress, and 
motions, and imitates tliem, liberally and not ser- 
vilely ; he copies, but does not mimic. These per- 
sonal Graces are of very great consequence. They 
anticipate tlic sentiments, before merit can engage* 
the understanding; they cuiptivate the heart, and 
gave rise, I believe, to the extravagant notions of 
Charms and Philtfers. Their effects were so sur- 
prising, that they were reckoned supernatural. The 



l.KTTERS TO HIS SON. 85 

most {Tracelul and best bred men, and the hand- 
somest and jrenteclest women, give the most Philters; 
and, as I verily believe, without the least assistance 
of the devil. Pray -lie not only well dressed, but 
shining in your dress; let it have du briilanf: I do 
not mean by a clumsy load o(‘ gold and silver, but 
by the taste and fa.shion of it. Women like and 
require it ; they think it an attention due to them : 
but, on the other hand, if your motions and carriagt^ 
are not graceful, genteel, and natund, your fine 
clothes will only display your awkwardness the 
more. But I am unwilling to suppose you still 
awkward ; for surely, by this time, you must have 
catched a good air in good company. When you 
went from hence, you were not natundly awkward ; 
but your awkwardness was adventitious and West- 
monasterial. Leijisig, I apprehend, is not the seat 
of the Graces ; and I presume you acquired none 
there. But now, if you will lie pleased to observe 
what people of the first fashion do with their legs 
and arms, beads and bodies, you will reduce yours 
to certain decent laws of motion. You danced pretty 
well here, and ought to dance very well before you 
come home; for what one is obliged to do some- 
times, one ought to be able to do well. Besides, la 
hclle danse donne du brillant d un jeime komme. And 
you should endeavour to shine. A calm serenity 
negative merit and Graces, do not become your age. 
You should be alerie, adroit, vif; be wanted, talked 
of, impatiently expected, and unwillingly parted 
with in company. 1 should be glad to hear naif a 
dozen women of fashion say, Oti est done le petit 
Stanhope F Que nc vientM F 11 faut amuer quhl est 
ahnable. All this I do not mean singly with regard 
to women as the principal object ; but with regard 
to men, and with a view of your making yourself 
considerable. For, with very ^lall variations, the 
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sume things that please women please men : and a 
man, whose manners are softened and polished by 
women of fashion, and who is formed by them to an 
habitual attention and complaisance, will i)lease, 
engage, and connect men, miicli easier and more 
than he would otherwise. You must be sensible 
that you cannot rise in the world, without forming 
connexions, and engaging different characters to 
conspire in your point. You must make them your 
dependants, without their knowing it, and dictate to 
them while you seem to be directed by them. Tliose 
necessary connexions can never be formed, or pre- 
served, but by an uninterrupted series of complai- 
sance, attentions, politeness, and some* constraints 
You must engage their hearts, if you would have 
their support ; you must watch the mollia temp&ra^ 
and captivate them by the cigrhne^is, and charms of* 
conversation. People will not be called out to your 
service, only when you want them; and, if you 
expect to receive strength from them, they must 
receive either pleasure or advantage from you. 

T received in this instant a letter from Mr. Harte, 
of the 2d N. S. which I will answer soon ; in the 
mean time, I return him my thanks for it, through 
you. The constant good accounts which he gives 
me of you will make me suspect him of partimity, 
and think him le medecin tant mieux. Consider, 
therefore, what weight any future deposition of his, 
against you, must necessarily have with me. As, in 
that case, he will be a very unwilling, he must con- 
sequently be a very important witness. Adieu. 
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LETTKR CLXX. 


DEAR BOY, 

My last was upon the subject of good breeding ; but, 
I think, it rather set before you the unfitness and 
disadvantages of 111 Breeding, than the utility aiulr 
necessity of Good : it was rather negative than posi- 
tive. This, therefore, shall go further, and explain 
to you the ne<!essity, which you, of all people living, 
lie under, not only of being positively and actively 
well bred, l»ut of shining and distinguishing your- 
self by your good breeding. Consider your own 
situation in every particular, and judge whether it 
is not essentially your interest, by your own good 
breeding to others, to secure theirs to you : and that, 
let me assure you, is the only way of doing it ; for 
people will rejmy, and with interest too, inattention 
with inattention, neglect with neglect, and ill man- 
ners with worse; which may engage you in very 
disagreeable affairs. In the next place your profes- 
sion requires, more than any other, the nicest and 
most distinguished good breeding. You will negotiate 
with very little success, if you do not, previously, by 
your manners, conciliate and engage the affections of 
those with whom you are to negotiate. Can you 
ever get into the confidence and the secrets of the 
Courts where you may happen to reside, if you have 
not those jileasing, insinuating manners, which alone 
can procure them? Upon my word, I do not say too 
much, when I say, that superior good breeding, insi- 
nuating manners, and genteel address, are half your 
business. Your Knowledge will have but very little 
influence iqion the mind, if your Manuel’s prejudice 
the heart against you ; but, on the other hand, how 
easily will you dupe the understanding, where you 
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have first engaged the heart ? and hearts are, by no 
means, to be gained by that mere common civility 
which every body practises. Bowing again to those 
who bow to you, answering dryly those who speak to 
you, and saying nothing offensive to any body, is 
such negative good breeding, that it is only not being 
a brute ; as it would be but a very poor commenda- 
tion of any man’s cleanliness, to say, that he did not 
»slink. It is an active, cheerful, officious, seducing 
good breeding, that must gain you the good will and 
first sentiments of the men, and tlie affections of the 
women. You must carefully w;atch and attend to 
their passions, their tastes, their little humours and 
weaknesses, and alter au devmU. You* must do it, 
at the same time, with alacrity and enwressement, aiul 
not as if you graciously condes(‘.ended to humour 
their weaknesses. 

For instance; suppose you invited any body to 
dine or sup with you, you ought to recollect if you 
hiul observed that they had any favourite dish, and 
take care to provide it for them ; and, when it came, 
you sliould say. Van seemed to me, at such and such 
a place, to ytve this dish a preference, mid therefore T 
ordered it. This is the wine that I observed you liked, 
and therefore I procured some. The more trifling 
these things are, the more they prove your attention 
for the person, and are consei[ueritly the more en- 
gaging. Consult your own breast, and recollect 
bow these little attentions, when shown you by 
others, flatter that degree of self-love and vanity, 
from which no man living is free. Reflect how they 
incline and attract you to that person, and how you 
are jiropitiated afterwards to all which that person 
says or does. The same causes will have the same 
eftl’cts in your favour. Women, in a great degree^ 
establish or destroy every man’s reputation of good 
breeding; you must,* therefore, in a manner, oyer- 
whelm them with these attentions : they are used to 
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them, they expect them ; and, to do them justice, 
they commonly requite them. You must be sedu- 
lous, and rather over officious than under, in pro, 
curing them their coaches, their chairs, their con- 
veniencies in public places; not see what you should 
not see; and rather assist, where you cannot help 
seeing. Opportunities of showing these attentions 
present themselves perpetually ; but ii' they do not, 
make them. As Ovid advises his Lover, when h*/ 
sits in the Circus near his mistress, to wipe the dust 
off her neck, even if there be none. Si nulhis, tamen 
excute nullum. Your conversation with women 
should always be respectful ; hut, at the same time, 
enjom^ and always addressed to their vanity. Every 
thing you say or do should convince them of the 
regard you have (whether you have it or not) lor 
their beauty, their wit, or their merit. Men have 
possibly as much vanity as women, though of ano- 
ther kind ; and both art and good breeding require, 
that, instead of mortifying, you should please and 
flatter it, by words and looks of approbation. Sup- 
pose (which is by no means improbable) that, at your 
return to Englimd, I should place you near the per- 
son of some one of the RoytJ P’amily ; in that situa- 
tion, good breeding, engaging address, adorned with 
all the graces that dwell at Courts, would very pro^. 
bably make you a I’avourite, and, from a favourite, a 
Minister : but all the knowledge and learning in the 
world, without them, never would. The penetration 
of Princes seldom goes deeper than the surface. It 
is the exterior that always engages their hearts ; and 
I would never advise you to give yourself much 
trouble about their understandings. Princes in ge- 
neral (I mean those Porphyrogenets who are bom and 
bred in Purple) are about the pitch of women ; bred 
up like them, and are to be addressed and gained in 
the same manner. I’hey alwj^ys see, they seldom 
weigh. Your lustre, not your solidity, must take 
• i2 
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them ; your inside will allerwards support and 
secure what your outside has acquired. With weak 
people (luid they undoubtedly are three parts in four 
of mankind) g;ood breedin{(, address, and manners 
are every thin<r ; they can go nrf deeper : but let me 
assure you, that they are ii great deal even with peo- 
ple of the best understandings. W’^heie the eyes are 
not jdeased, and the heart is not flattered, the mind 
4 V'ill be aj)t to stand out. Be this right or wrong, I 
confess, 1 am so made myself. A awkwardness and 
ill breeding sljock me, to that degree, that where T 
meet with them, I cannot find in my heart to inquire 
into the intrinsic merit of that person; I hastily 
decide in myself, that he can have none; and am 
not sure, I should not even be sorry to know that he 
had any. 1 often paint you in my imagination, in 
your present lolananza; and, while I view you in 
the light of ancient and modern learning, u.sei‘ul and 
ornamental knowledge, 1 am charmed with the pros- 
pect; but when J view you in another light, and 
represent you awkward, ungraceful, ill bred, with 
vulgar air and manners, shtunbling towards me with 
inattention and distractiam, I shall not pretend to 
describe to you what I feel ; but will do as a skilful 
painter did formerly, draw a veil before the counte- 
nance of the Father. 

I dare say you know already enough of Architec- 
ture, to know that the Tuscan is the strongest and 
most solid of all the Orders ; but, at the same time, 
it is the coarsest and clumsiest of them. Its solidity 
does extremely well lor the foundation and base floor 
of a great edifice ; but, if the whole building be I'us- 
can, it will attract no eyes, it will stop no passengers, 
it will invite no interior examination ; people will 
take it for granted, that the finishing and furnishing 
cannot be worth seeing, where the front is so untu 
domed and clumsy., But if, upon the solid Tuscan 
foundation, the Doric, the Ionic, and the Corinthian 
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Orders, rise j^riidually with all their beauty, propor- 
tions, and ornaments, the fabric seizes the most 
incurious eye, and stops the most careless passenger; 
who solicits admission as a favour, nay, often pur- 
chases it. Just so will it fare with your little fabric, 
which, at jircsent, T fear, has more of the Tuscan 
than of the Corinthian Order. You must absolutely 
change the whole front, or nobody will knock at the 
door. The several parts, which must compose thiv 
new front, are elegant, easy, natural, superior good 
breeding; an engiiging iwldress; genteel motions; 
an insinuating soilness in your looks, words, ami 
actions ; a spruce, lively air, fashionable dress ; and 
all die glitter that a young lellow should have. 

1 am sure you would do a great deal for my sake ; 
and therefore consider, at your return here, what a 
<Usappointment and concern it would be to me, if I 
could not safely depute you to do the honours of 
my house and table ; and if 1 should be ashamed 
to present you to those who fref|uent both. Should 
you be awkward, inattentive, and distrait, and hap- 
jMin to meet M r. L * * at my table, the consequences 
of that meeting must be fatal ; you would run your 
heads against each other, cut each other’s fingers, 
instead of your meat, or die by the precipitate infu- 
jsion of scalding .soup. 

^’liis is really so copious a subject, that there is no 
end of being either serious or ludicrous upon it. It 
is impossible, too, to enumerate or state to you the 
various cases in good breeding; they are infinite; 
there is no situation or relation in the world, so re- 
mote or so intimate, that does not require a degree 
of it. Your own good sense must point it out to 
you ; your own good nature must incline, and your 
interest prompt you to practise it : and observation 
and experience must give you the manner, the air, 
and the graces, which complete^ the whole. 

This letter will hardly overtake you, till you are 
at or near Rome, t expect a great deal, in every 
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way, from your six months stay there. My morninj^ 
hopes are justly placed in Mr. Harte, and the mas- 
ters he will give you; my evening ones, in the 
Homan Tiadies: pray be attentive to both. But I 
must hint to you, that the Homan Tjadies are not 
les femmes mvantes, et /«? mus embrasseront point pour 
V amour du Grec, They must have il garhato, il 
leggiadro, il disinvolto, il lusingkiero, quel nm so che, 
piaccy che allella, die incania. 

I have often asserted, that the profoundest learn- 
ing, and the politest manners, were by no means 
incompatible, though so seldom found united in the 
same person ; and I have engaged myseJf to exhibit 
you, as a proof of the truth of this assertion. Should 
you, instead of that, happen to disprove me, the 
concern indeed will be mine, but the loss will he 
yours. Lord Bolingbroke is a strong instance on 
my side of the question ; he joins, to the deepest 
erudition, the most elegant politeness and good 
breeding that ever any Courtier and Man of the 
World was adorned with. And Pope very justly 
called him All Accomplished St. John, with regard 
to his knowledge and his manners. He had, it is 
true, his faults ; which proceeded from unbounded 
ambition, and impetuous passions; but they have 
now subsided by age and experience: and I can 
wish you nothing better than to be, what he is now, 
without being what he has been formerly. His ad- 
dress preengages, his eloquence persuades, and his 
knowledge informs all who approach him. Upon 
the whole, 1 do desire, and insist, that, from after 
dinner till you go to bed, you make good breeding, 
address, and manners, your serious object and your 
only care. W ithout them, you will be nobody ; with 
them you may be any thing. 

Adieu, my dear chOd ! My compliments to Mr. 
Harte. , 
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LETTER CLXXT. 

DEAR BOY, London, November the 24th, (). S. 17 Jlh 
Every rational Heinj^ (I take it Tor granted) projjcjses 
to himself some object more important than mere 
respiration and obscure animal existence. He d(i- ^ 
sires to distinguish himself among his fellow crea- 
tures; and, aliad mujolio mlenlnsi^ pr(eclari fachioris, 
ant arlis boutr, famam (jittpril. Caesar, when embark- 
ing, in a storm, said, that it was not necessary he 
should live ; but that it was absolutely necessary he 
should get to the phice to which he was going. And 
Pliny leaves mankind this only altcniative ; either of 
doing what deserves to be written, or of writing what 
deserves to be read. As for those who do neither, 
eorum vitam morUmque jttxia testumo ; quoniam de 
ulmquc aileiur. You have, I am convinced, one or 
both of these objects in view ; but you must know, 
and use the necessary me^ns, or your pursuit will 
be vain and frivolous. In either case, sapere est 
princimum et frms; but it is by no means all. That 
knowledge must be adorned, it must have lustre as 
well as w eight, or it will be oftener taken for Lead 
tliim for (jrold. Knowledge you have, and will have: 

J am easy uj)on that article. But my business, us 
your friend, is not to compliment you upon what 
you have, but to tell you with freedom what you 
want ; and I must tell you plainly, that 1 fear you 
want every thing but knowledge. 

1 have written to you so often, of late, upon Good 
Breeding, Address, les Manieres liantes, the Graces, 
&c. that I shall confine this letter to another subject, 
pretty near akin to them, and which, I am sure, you 
are full as deficient in ; I mean, Etyle. 

Style is the dress of thoughts; and let them be 
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ever so just, if your style is homely, coarse, and 
vulgar, they will appear to as much disadvantage, 
and be as ill received, as your person, though ever 
so well proportioned, would, if dressed in rags, dirt, 
and tatters. It is not every understanding that can 
Judge of matter ; but every ear can and does judge, 
more or less, of style : imd were I either to speak or 
^ write to the public, I should prefer moderate matter, 
* adorned with all the beauties and elegancies of style, 
to the strongest matter in the world, ill worded, and 
ill delivered. Your business is, Negotiation abroad, 
and Oratory in tlie House of Commons at home. 
What figure can you make in either case, if your 
style be inelegant, I do not say bad ? Imagine your- 
self writing an office-letter to a Secretary of State, 
which letter is to be read by the whole Cabinet Coun- 
cil, and very possibly afterwards, laid before Parlia- 
ment; any one barbarism, solecism, or vulgarism in 
it would, in a very few days, circulate through the 
whole kingdom, to your disgrace and ridicule. For 
instance; I will supjiose you had written the fol- 
lowing letter from the Hague, to the Secretary ol‘ 
State at London ; and leave you to suppose the con- 
sequences of it. 

MY LORD, 

I uADy last night, the honour of your Lordship’s let- 
ter, of the 24th ; and will set ahmt doing the orders 
contained therein; and if so be that I can get that 
affair done by the next post, I will not fail for to 
give your liordship an account of it by next post. I 
have told the French Minister, as how, that if that 
affair be not soon concluded, your Lordship would 
think it all long of him; and that he must have, 
neglected for to have wrote to his Court about it. I 
must beg leave to put your Lordship in mind, as 
how, that I am no^full three quarters in arrear ; and 
if so be that I do not very sqon receive at least one 
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half year, I shall cut a very had figure ; for this here 
place is very dear. I shall be vastly beholden to your 
Lordship for that there mark of your favour ; and so 
I rest, or remain. Your, &c. 

You wiU tell me, possibly, that this is a caricatura 
of an illiberal and inelegant style ; I will admit it : 
but assure you, at the same time, that a dispatch 
with less than half these faults would blow you up 
for ever. It is by no means sufficient to be free from 
faults in speaking and writing ; you must do both 
correctly and elegantly. In faults of this kind, it is 
not ille opHrnus qui minimis urgetur ; but he is un- 
pardonable who has any at all, because it is his own 
fault : he need only attend to, observe, and imitate 
the best authors. 

It is a very true saying, that a man must be bom 
a Poet, but that he may make himself an Orator ; 
and the very first principle of an Orator is, to speak 
his own language particularly, with the utmost purity 
and elegancy. A man will be forgiven, even great 
errors, in a foreign language ; but in his own, even 
the least slips are justly laid hold of and ridiculed. 

A person of the House of Commons, speaking two 
years ago upon naval afiairs, asserted, that we had 
then the finest navy upon the face of the yearth. This 
happy mixture of blunder and vulgarism, you may 
easily imagine, was matter of immediate ridicule; 
but 1 can assure you, that it continues so still, and 
will be remembered as long as he lives and speaks. 
Another, speaking in defence of a gentleman, upon 
whom a censure was moved, happily said, that he 
thought that gentleman was more liabh to be thank- 
cd and rewarded, than censured. You know, 1 
presume, that liable can never be used in a good 
sense. 

You have with you three or fclur of the l>est Eng- 
lish Authors, Dryden,, Atterbury, and Swift; read 
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Ihom with the utmost care, and with a pm-ticular 
view to their language ; and tliey may possibly cor- 
rect that curious infelicity of diction, whicli you ac- 
quired at Westminster. Mr. Harte exccj)ted, I will 
admit that you have met with very few English 
abroad^ who could improve your style; and with 
many, I dare say, who speak as ill as yourself, and 
it may be worse ; you must, therefore, take the more 
pains, and consult your authors, and Mr. Harte, the 
more. I need not tqll you how attentive the Ro- 
mans and Greeks, particularly the Athenians, were 
to this object. It is also a study among the Italians 
and the French, witness their respective Academies 
and Dictionaries, for improving and fixing their lan- 
guages. To our shame be it spoken, it is less attend- 
ed to here than in any polite country ; but that is no 
reason why you should not attend to it ; on the con- 
tmry, it will distinguish you the more. Cicero says, 
very truly, that it is glorious to excel other men in 
that very article, in which men excel brutes ; speech. 

Constant experience has shown me, that ^eat 
purity and elegance of style, with a graceful elocu- 
tion, cover a multitude of faults, in either a speaker 
or a writer. For my own part, I confess (and I be- 
lieve most people are of my mind) that if a speaker 
should ungracefully mutter or slammer out to me 
the sense of an angel, deformed by barbarisms and 
solecisms, or larded with vulgarisms, he should 
never speak to me a second time, if I could help it. 
Gain the heart, or you gain nothing ; the eyes and 
the cars are the only ros^s to the heart. Merit and 
knowledge will not gain hearts, though they will 
secure them when gained. Pray have that truth 
ever in your mind. Engage the eyes, by your ad- 
dress, air, and motions ; sooth the ears, by the ele- 
gancy and harmony of your diction ; the heart will 
certainly follow ; imd the whole man, or woman, will 
as certainly follow the hea^t. I must repeat it to 
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you, over and over again, that, with all the know- 
ledge which you may have at present, or hereafter 
acfjuire, and with all the merit that ever man had, 
it’ you have not a graceful address, liberal and en- 
gaging manners, a prepossessing air, and a good 
degree of eloquence in speaking and writing, you 
will be nobody : but will have the daily mortification 
of seeing people, with not one tenth part of your 
merit or knowledge, get the start of you, and disgrace’^ 
you, both in company and in business. 

You have read Quintilian; the best book in the 
world to form an Orator ; pray read Cicero, de Orii- 
iore; tlie best book in the world to finish one. 
^franslate and retranslate, from and to Latin, Greek, 
and English; make yourself a pure and elegant 
English style : it requires nothing but application. 

I do not find that God has made you a Poet ; and I 
am very glad that he has not ; therefore, for God’s 
sake, make yourself an Orator, which you may do. 
Though 1 still call you boy, I consider you no longer 
as such; and when I reflect upon the prodigious 
quantity of manure that has been laid upon you, J 
expect you should produce more at eighteen, than 
uncultivated soils do at eight and twenty. 

Pray tell Mr. Harte T have received his letter of 
the 13th, N. 8. Mr. Smith was much in the right, 
not to let you go, at this time of the year, by sea ; 
in the summer you may navigate as much as you 
])leasc: as for example; from Leghorn to Genoa, 
&c. Adieu. 
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LETTER CLXXII. 

DEAR BOY, London, November the 26th, O, S. 1749. 

While the Romuii Republic flourished, while glory 
was pursued, and virtue practised, and while even 
little irregularities and indecencies, not cognizur 
ble by law, were, however, not thought below the 
public care ; Cen8oi*s were established, discretionally 
to supply, in particular cases, the inevitable defects 
of the Law, which must, and can only be general. 
This employment I assume to myself, with regard 
to your little Republic, leaving the Legislative power 
entirely to Mr. Harte ; I hope, and believe, that he 
will .seldom, or rather never, have occasion to exert 
his supreme authority ; and I do by no means 8u.s- 
pect you of' any faults that may require that inter- 
position. But, to tell you the plain truth, T am of 
opinion, tliat my Censorial power will not be useless 
to you, nor a sinecure to me. The sooner you make 
it both, the better for us both. .1 can now exercise 
this employment only upon hearsay, or, at most, 
written evidence ; and therefore shall exercise it with 
great lenity, and some diffidence : but when we meet, 
smd that I can form my judgment upon ocular and 
auricular evidence, I shall no more let the least im- 
propriety, indecorum, or irregularity pass uncen- 
sured, than my predecessor Cato did. I shall read 
you with the attention of a critic, not with the par- 
tiality of an author ; different in this respect, indeed, 
from most critics, that I shall seek for faults, only to 
correct, and not to expose them. 1 have often thought, 
and still think, that there are few things which people 
in general know less, than how to love, and how' to 
hate. They hurt those they love, by a mistaken in- 
dulgence, by a blindness, nay often a partiality to 
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their faults. Where they hate, they hurt themselves, 
by ill timed passion and rage : fortunately for you, 
1 never loved you in that mistaken manner. From 
your infancy, I made you the object of my most 
serious attention, and not my plaything. J <;onsulted 
your real good, not your humours or fancies ; and T 
shall continue to do so while you want it, which will 
probably be the case during our joint lives : .for, con- 
sidering the difference of our ages, in the course of 
nature, you will hardly have acquired experience 
enough of your own, while I shall be in a condition 
of lending you any of mine. People in genend will 
much better bear being told of their vices or crimes, 
than of their little failings and weaknesses. They, 
in some degree, justify or excuse (as they think) the 
former, by strong passions, seduction, and artifices of 
others ; but to be told of or to confess their little fail- 
ings and weaknesses implies an inferiority of parts, 
too mortifying to that self-love and vanity, which are 
inseparable from our natures. I have been intimate 
enough with several people, to tell them, that they 
had said or done a very criminal thing ; but 1 never 
was intimate enough with any man, to tell him, very 
seriously, that he had said or done a very foolish 
one. Nothing less thim the relation between you 
and me can possibly authorize that freedom ; but, 
fortunately for you, my Parental rights, joined to 
my Censorial powers, give it me in its fullest extent, 
and my concern for you will make me exert it. Re- 
joice, therefore, that there is one person in the world, 
who can and will tell you, what will be very useful 
to you to know, and yet what no other man living 
could or would tell you. Whatever I shall tell you, 
of this kind, you are very sure, can have no other 
motive than your interest: I can neither be jealous 
nor envious pf your reputation or your fortune, which 
I must be both desirous and proud to establish and 
promote : I cannot be your rival, either in love or in 
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business; on the contrary, I want the Rays of your 
risinjr, to reflect new lustre upon my selling liighl. 
In order to this, I shall analyse you minutely, ami 
censure you freely, that you may not (if possible) 
have one single spot, when in your Meridian. 

There is nothing that a young fellow, at his first 
appearance in the world, has more reason to dread, 
and, consequently, should take more pains to avoid, 
tlnin having any ridicule fixed upon him. It degrades 
him with the most reasonable part of mankind ; but 
it ruins him with the rest; and I have known many 
a man undone, by acquiring a ridiculous nit;k-name : 

[ would not, for all the riches in the world, that you 
should acquire one when you return to England. 
Vices and crimes excite hatred and reproach ; fail- 
ings, weaknesses, and awkwardnesses, excite ridicule ; 
they are laid hold of by mimicks, who though very 
contcmptilile wretches themselves, often, by their 
buifoonery, fix ridicule ujx)n their betters. The 
little defects in manners, elocution, address, and air 
(and even of figure, though very unjustly), are the 
objects of ridicule, and the causes of nick-names. 
You cannot imagine the grief it would give me, and 
the prejudice it would do you, if, by way of distin- 
guishing you from others of your name, you should 
happen to be called Muttering Stanhope, Absent 
Stanhope, 111 bred Stanhope, or Aw^kward, licft- 
legged Stanhope : therefore, take great care to put it 
out of the power of Ridicule itself to give you any 
of these ridiculous epithets ; for, if you get one, it 
will stick to you like the envenomed sliirt. The 
very first day that I see you, I shall be able to tell 
you, and certainly shall tell you, what degree of 
danger you are in ; and I hope that my admonitions, 
as Censor, may prevent the censures of the public. 
Admonitions are always useful ; is this one or not P 
Y ou are the best judge : it is your own picture which 
I send you, drawn at my request, by a Lady at Venice : 
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pray lei me know, how far, in your conscience, you 
think it like ; for there are some parts of it which I 
wish may, and others, which 1 should he sorry were. 

I send you, literally, the copy of that part of her 
letter, to her friend here, which relates to you. 

Tell Mr. Harte that 1 have this moment received 
his letter of the 22d, N. S. and that I ap])rove ex- 
tremely of the Ion" stay you have made at Venice. 

1 love lonji;’ residences at Capitals; ruiiniii" post' 
through different places is a most unprofitable way 
of travelling, and admits of no application. 

Adieu. 


* Selon VOS ordres, j*ai soigneusement c'^xamine 
le Jeune Stanhope, et je crois 1* avoir approfondi. 
En ¥oici le portrait que je crois tres-fidele. 11 a le 
visage joli, Pair spirituel, et le regard fin. Sa figure 
cst a present trop quarree, mais s'il grandit, commc 
il en a encore et le terns cl Pt^ofie, elle sera bonne. 
II a cerUiinement beaucoup d^acquit, et on m'assurc 
qu’il sail a fond les langues savantes. Pour le 
f’rangais, je sais qu’il le parle parfaitenicnt bien ; et 
Pon dit qu’il en est de mcme de PAllemand. Les 
questions qu’il hut sont judicieuses, et mariiuent 
qu’il cherche a s’instruire. Je ne vous dirai pas 
qu’il cherche autant a plaire ; puisqu’il paroit ne- 

* In compliance to your orders, I have examined young- 
Stanhope carefully, and think 1 have penetrated into his cha- 
racter. This is his portrait, which 1 take to bo a faithful one. 
His face is pleasing, his countenance sensible, and his look clever. 
His figure is at present rather too square ; but if lie shoots up, 
which he has matter and years for, lie will then be of a good 
size. He has, undoubtedly, a great fund of acquired knowledge ; 
1 am assured that ho is master of the learned languages. v\s 
for French, I know he speaks it perfectly, and 1 am told (Jer- 
inan, as well. 'I'hc questions he asks are judicious, and denote 
a thirst after knowledge. 1 cannot say that ho appears equally 
desirous of pleasing, for he seems to Weglect Attentions and tin? 
Graces. He does not come into a rudm well, nor has he tiiat 
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gliofcr Ics Attentions el les Graces. II se presente 
mal, et n’a rien moins quePair et latoumure aisee et 
noble qu’il lui faudroit. II cst vrai qu’il est encore 
jeune et neuf, de sorte qu’on a lieu d’esperer que 
ses exercices, qu’il n’a pas encore faits, et la bonne 
compagnie ou il est encore novice, le decrolleront, 
et lui donneront tout ce qui lui manque a present. 
Un arrangement avee quelque femme de condition 
^ et qui a dii monde, quelque Madame de I’Ursay, est 
precisement cc qu’il lui faut. Enfin j’ose vous 
assurer qu’il a tout ce que Monsieur de Chesterfield 
])ourroit lui soubaiter, a I’exception des Manieres, 
des Graces, et du ton de la bonne Compagnie, qu’il 
prendra surement avec le terns, et 1’ usage du grand 
monde. Ce seroit bien dommage au moins qu’il 
ne les jirit point, puisqu’il meritc tant de les avoir. 
Et vous savez bien de quelle importance elles sont. 
Monsieur son Pere le sail aussi, les possedant lui- 
meme comme il fait. Bref, si le petit Stanhopti 
oequiert les Graces, il ira loin, je vous en rtq)onds ; 
si non, il s’arr^tera court dans une belle carriere, 
qu’il pourroit autrement foumir.” 

easy, noble carriage, which would bo proper for hijn. It is true, 
lie IS as yet young, and inoxiierienced ; one may therefore rea- 
sonably hope, that his exercises, which he has not yet gom^ 
through, aud good company, in which he is still a novice, will 
polish, and give all that is wanting to complete him. What 
seems necessary for that purpose, would he an attachment to 
some woman of fashion, and who knows the world. Some 
Madame de L'Ursay would be the proper person, in short, I 
can assure you, tliat he has every thing which Lord Chesterfield 
can wish him, excepting that Carriage, those Graces, and the 
Style, used in the best company ; which he will certainly acquire 
in time, aud by frequenting the polite world. If he should not, 
it would be great pity, since he so well deserves to possess 
them. Y ou know their im]iortancc. My J^ord, his father, knows 
it too, he being master of them all. To conclude, if little Stan- 
hope acquires the Graces, I pronuse you he will make his way ; 
if not, he will be stopped>iu a course, the goal of which he mighjt 
at^m with honour.’’ 
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You see by this extract of what consequence other 
people .think these things. Therefore, I hope you 
will no longer look upon them as tritles. It is the 
character of an able mtm to despise little things in 
great business ; but then he knows what things are 
little, and what not. He does not suppose things 
little, because they arc commonly called so ; but by 
the consequences that may or may not attend them. 
If gaining people’s affections, and interesting their 
hearts in your favour, be of consequence, as it un- 
doubtedly is ; he knows very well, that a happy con- 
currence of all these, commonly ctillcd little things. 
Manners, Air, Address, Graces, &c. is of the utmost 
consequence, and will never be at rest till he has 
acquired them. The world is taken by the outside 
of things, and we must take the world as it is ; you 
or 1 cannot set it right. 1 know, at this time, a man 
of great qutdity and sUition, who has not the parts of 
a porter; but raised himself to the station he is in, 
singly by having a graceful figure, polite mimners, 
and an engaging address: which, by the way, he only 
acquired by habit ; for he hiul not sense enough to 
get them by reflection. J*arts and habit should con- 
spire to complete you. You will have the habit ol* 
good company, and you have reflection in your 
power. 


LETTER CLXXTII. 

DEAR BOY, London, December tho O. S. 1749. 
Those who suppose, that men in general act ration- 
ally, because they are culled rational creatures, know 
very little of the world ; and if they act themselves 
upon that supposition, will, nine times in ten, find 
themselves grossly mistaken. That man is, animal 
bipes, implutne, risible, I entirely agree ; but for the 
ratimale, I can only allow it him in actu privio (to 
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talk Logic) and seldom in actu secundo. Thus, the 
speculative, cloistered (jedant, in his solitary cell, 
forms systems of things, ns they should V)c, not as 
they arc ; mid writes as decisively and absurdly upon 
war, politics, manners, and characters, sis that pedant 
talked, who was so kind as to instruct Hannibal in 
the art of war. Such closet politicians never fail 
to assign the deepest motives for the most trifling 
actions ; instead of often ascribing the greatest actions 
to the mt)st trifling causes, in which they would be 
much seldtmier mistaken. They read and write of 
Kings, Heroes, and Statesmeii, as never doing any 
thing but upon the deepest principles of sound policy. 
But those who see and observe Kings, Heroes, and 
Statesmen, discover* that they have headachs, indi- 
gestions, humours, and passions. Just like other peo- 
ple ; every one of w hich, in their turns, detcjrmine 
their wills, in defiance of their reason. I lad we only 
read in the liife of Aleximder, that he burnt Perse- 
polis, it would doubtless have been accounted for 
from deep policy : we should have been told, that 
liis new conquest could not have been secured with- 
out the <lc.stniction of lluit Capital, wbicli would 
have V>ecn the constant seat of cubiils, consjiiracies, 
and revolts. But, luckily, we an? infornied at the 
sann? time, that tiiis hero, this deini-god, this son and 
heir of .lupiler Ammon, happened to get extremely 

drunk with his w e; and, by way of frolick, 

destroyed one of the finest cities in the world. Read 
men, therefore, yourself, not in books, but in nature. 
Adopt no systems, but study them yourself. Observe 
their weaknesses, their piussions, their humours, of 
all which, their understandings are, nine time in ten, 
the dupes. You will then know that they are to 
be gained, influenced, or led, much oftencr by little 
things than by great ones ; and, consequently, you 
will no longer tliink tliose things little, which tend 
to such great purposes. 

Let us apjdy this now to the particular object of 
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this letter; I mean, speaking in, and influencing 
public assemblies. The nature of our constitution 
makes Eloquence more useful, and more necessary, 
in this country, than in any other in Europe. A 
certain degree of good sense and knowledge is rtuiui- 
site for that, as well as for every thing else; but 
beyond that, the purity of diction, the elegancy of 
style, the harmony of periods, a pleasing elocution, 
and a graceful action, are the things wliich a public 
speaker should attend to the most; because his 
audience certainly does, and understands them the 
best : or rather indeed understands little else. 7'he 
late Lord Chancellor Cowper’s strength, as an Orator, 
lay by no means in his reasonings, for he often haz- 
arded very weak ones. But such was the purity 
and elegancy of his style, such the propriety and 
charms of his elocution, and such the gnicefulness 
of his action, that he never spoke without universal 
applause : the eai-s and the eyes gave him up the 
hearts and the understandings of the audience. On 
the contrary, the late Lord Townshend always spoke 
materially, with argument and knowledge, but never 
pleased. Why? His diction was not only inelegant, 
but frequently ungrammatical, always vulgar; his 
cadences false, his voice unharmonious, and his ac- 
tion ungraceful. Nobody heard him with patience ; 
and the young fellows used to joke upon him, and 
repeat his inaccuracies. The late Duke of Argyle, 
though the weakest reasoner, was the most pleasing 
speaker I ever knew in my life. He charmed, he 
wanned, he forcibly ravished the audience ; not by 
his matter certainly, but by his manner of delivering 
it. A most genteel figure, a graceful noble air, an 
harmonious voice, an elegancy of style, and a strength 
of emphasis, conspired to make him the most affect- 
ing, persuasive, and applauded speaker, I ever saw. 
I was captivated like others ; but when I came home, 
and coolly considered what he had said, stripped of 
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all those onuimcnts in which he had dressed it, I 
often iound the matter flimsy, the arguments weak, 
and I was convinced of the power of those adventi- 
tious concurring;; circumstances, wliich ijifiiorance of 
mankind only, calls trifling ones. Cicero in his Book 
de Oratare, in order to raise the dignity of that pro- 
fession, which he well knew himself to he at the 
head of, asserts ; that a complete Orator must be a 
complete every thing. Lawyer, Philosojihcr, Divine*., 
&c. That would be extremely well, if it were pos- 
sible : but man’s life is not long enough ; and I hold 
him to he the completest Orator, wlio speaks the 
best upon that subject which occurs ; whose hapjiy 
choice of words, whose lively imagination, whose 
elocution and action adorn and grace his matter; 
at the same time that they excite the attention, anti 
engage the passions of his audience. 

You will be of the House of Commons as soon 
as you are of age ; and you must first make a figure 
there, if you would make a figure, or a fortune, 
in your country. This you can never do without 
that correctness and elegancy in your own language, 
which you now seem to neglect, and which you 
have entirely to learn. Fortunately for you, it is 
to be learntid. Care and observation will do it; 
but do not flatter yourself, that all the knowledge, 
sense, and reasoning in the world will ever make 
you a popular and applauded speaker, without the 
ornaments and the graces of style, elocution, and 
action. Sense and ai*gument, though coarsely de- 
livered, will have their weight in a private conver- 
sation, with two or three people of sense ; but in a 
public assembly they will have none, if naked and 
destitute of the advantages I have mentioned. Car- 
dinal De Retz obseiwes, veiy justly, that every 
numerous assembly is mob; influenced by their 
passi(ms, humours, and affections, which nothing 
but elo<juence ever did or ever can engage. This is 



I.KTTERS TO HIS SON. 107 

SO important a consideration for every body in this 
country, and more imiticularly for you, that I ear- 
nestly recommend it to your most serious care and 
attention. Mind your diction, in whatever lanjjuage 
you either write or speak; contract a habit of cor- 
rectness and elegance. Consider your style, even 
in the freest conversation, and most familiar letters. 
After, at least, if not before you have said a tiling, 
reflect if you could not have said it better. Where 
you doubt of the propriety or elegancy of a word 
or a phrase, consult some gotid dead or living au- 
thority in that language. Use yourself to translate, 
from various languages, into Knglish : correct those 
translations till they satisfy your ear, as well as your 
undei*standing. And be convinced of this truth. 
That the best sense and reason in the world will be 
as unwelcome in a public assembly, without these 
ornaments, as they will in public companies, witli- 
out the assistance of manners and politeness. If 
you will please people, you must please them in 
their own way : and, as you cannot make them what 
they should be, you must take them as they are. 
I rej>eat it again, they are only to he taken by 
tiffremens, and by what flatters their senses and their 
lieaits. Rabelais first wrote a most excellent book, 
which nobody liked; tlicn, determined to conform 
to the public taste, he wrote Garganlua and Panto- 
gruel, which every body liked, extravagant as it was. 
Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXrV. 

DEAR BOY, London, December tlie 9tli, O. S. 1749. 
It is now above forty years since I have never spoken 
nor written one single word, witjjout giving myself 
at least one moment’s time to consider, whether it 
was a go<^d one or a biwl one, and whether I could 
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not find out a better in its place. An unharmonious 
and rugfved period, at tliis lime, shocks my ears; 
and I, like all the rest of the world, will willingly 
exchange, and give up some degree of' rough sense, 
for a good degree of pleasing sound. I will freely 
and truly own to you, without either vanity or false 
modesty, that whatever reputation I have acquired 
as a speaker is more owing to my constant attention 
to my diction, than to my matter, which was neces- 
sarily Just the same of other people’s. When you 
come into Parliament, your reputation as a speaker 
will depend much more upon your words, and your 
periods, than upon the subject: 'Fhe same matter 
occurs equally to every body of common-sense, upon 
the same question ; the dressing it well is what ex- 
cites the attention and admiration of the audience. 

It is in Parliament that I have set my heart upon 
your making a figure; it is there that I want to 
nave you Justly proud of yourself, and to make me 
justly proud of you. This means that you must 
be a good speaker there ; I use the word mmt, be- 
cause 1 know you may if you will. The vulgar, 
who are always mistaken, look upon a Speaker and 
a Comet with the same astonishment and admira- 
tion, taking them both for preternatural phenomena. 
This error discourages many young men from at- 
tempting that character; and good speakers are 
willing to have their talent considered as something 
very extraordinary, if not a peculiar gift of God to 
his elect. But let you and 1 analyse and simplify 
this good speaker ; let us strip him of those adven- 
titirms plumes, with which his own pride, and the 
ignorance of others have decked him ; and we shall 
find the true definition of him to be no more than 
this : — A man of good common sense, who reasons 
Justly, and expresses himself elegantly on that sub- 
ject upon which |ie siieaks. There is, surely, no 
wilchcmft in this. A man of sense, without a 
superior and astonishing degree of parts, will not 
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talk nonsense upon any subject ; nor will he, if he 
has the least taste or application, talk inelegantly. 
What then does all this mighty art and mystery of 
speaking in Parliament amount to? Why, no more 
than this, That the man who sj^eaks in the House 
of Commons, speaks in that House, and to four 
hundred people, that opinion, upon a given subject, 
which he would make no difficulty of speaking in 
any house in England, round the tire, or at table, 
to any fourteen people whatsoever; better judges, 
perhaps, and severer critics of what he says, than 
any fourteen gentlemen of the House of Commons. 

J have spoken frequently in Parliament, and not 
always without some applause ; and therefore I can 
assure you, from my experience, that there is very 
little in it. The elegancy of the style, and the 
turn of the periods, make the chief impression upon 
the hearers. Give them but one or two round and 
hannonious periods in a speech, which they will 
retain and repeat; and they will go home as well 
satisfied, as people do from an Opera, humming all 
the way one or two favourite tunes that have struck 
their ears and w’erc easily caught. Most people have 
ears, but few have judgment ; tickle those ears, iuid, 
depend upon it, you will catch their judgments, 
such as they are. 

Cicero, conscious that he was at the top of his 
profession (for in his time Elocjuence was a profes- 
sion), in order to set himself off, defines, in his 
Treatise de Oratore, an Orator to be such a man as 
never was, or never will be ; and, by this fallacious 
argument, says, that he must know every art and 
science whatsoever, or how shall he speak upon them i* 
But with submission to so great an authority, my 
definition of an Orator is extremely different from, 
and I believe much truer than his. I call that man 
an Orator, who reasons justly, luftl expresses himself 
elegantly upon whatever subject he treats. Problems 

VOL. II. L 
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in Geometry, Etiuatioiis in Alj»;ebra, I’rocesses in 
Chymistry, imd Experiments in Aiiatt)my, are never, 
that 1 have heard of, the objects of Elocpience ; and 
therefore I humbly conceive, that a man may be a 
very fine snieaker, and yet know nothinjj of Geometry, 
Alj^ebra, Chymistry, or Anatomy. The subjects of 
all Parliamentary debates, are subjects of common 
sense singly. 

Thus I write, whatever occurs to me, that I think 
may contribute either to form or inform you. May 
my labour not be in vain ! and it will not, if you will 
but have half the concern for yourself, that 1 have 
for you. Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXV. 

DEAR BOY, liOiiUon, DecomlHir the 12th, O. S. 1749. 
liORD Clarendon, in his history, says of Mr. John 
.Hampden, that he had a head to contrive ^ a tomjue 
to persuade, and a hand to execute, any mischief. T 
shall not now enter into the justness of this character 
of Mr. Hampden, to whose brave stand against the 
illegal demand of Ship-money, we owe our present 
liberties ; but I mention it to you as the character, 
which, with the alteration of one single word. Good, 
instead of Mischief, I would have you aspire to, and 
use your utmost endeavours to deserve. The head 
to contrive, God must to a certain degree have given 
you ; but it is in your own power greatly to improve 
it, by study, observation, and reflection. As for the 
tongue to persuade, it wholly depends upon yourself ; 
and without it the best hea<l will contrive to very 
little purpose. The hand to execute depends, like- 
wise, in my opinion, in a great measure upon your- 
self. Serious reflection will always give courage in a 
good cause ; and the courage arising from reflection 
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is of a much superior nature to the animal and con- 
stitutional courage of a foot soldier. The former is 
steady and unshaken, where the nodus is dignus nn~ 
dice ; the latter is oftener improperly than properly 
excited, hut always brutally. 

Tlie second member of my text (to speak eccle- 
siastically) shall be the subject of my following 
discourse; the tongue to persuade. As judicious 
Preachers recommend those virtues, which they think 
their several audiences want the most : such as truth 
and continence, at Court ; disinterestedness, in the 
City ; and sobriety, in the Country. 

You must certainly, in the course of your little 
experience, have lelt tlie difterent effects of elegant 
and inelegant speaking. Do you not suffer when 
people accost you in a stammering or hesitating 
manner; in an untuneful voice, with false accents 
and cadences; puzzling and blundering through 
solecisms, barbarisms, and vulgarisms ; misplacing 
even their bad word.s, and inverting all method** 
Does not this prejudice you against their matter, be 
it what it will ; nay, even against their persons ? I 
am sure it does me. On the other hand. Do you 
not feel yourself inclined, prepossessed, nay even 
engaged in favour of those who address you in the 
direct contrary manner? The effects of a correct 
and adorned style, of metliod and perspicuity, are 
incredible towards persuasion ; they often supply the 
want of reason and argument ; but when used in the 
support of reason and argument, they are irresistible. 
The French attend very much to the purity and ele- 
gancy of their style, even in common conversation ; 
insomuch, tliat it is a character, to say of a man, quHl 
narre bien. Their conversations frequently turn upon 
the delicacies of their language, and an Academy is 
employed in fixing it. The Crusca, in Italy, has the 
same object; luid I have met with very few Italians, 
who did not speak their own language cofreclly and 
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elegantly. How much more necessary is it for an 
Englishman to do so, who is to s]jeak it in a public 
assembly, where the laws and liberties of his country 
are the subjects of his deliberation ? Tlie tongue tlial 
would persuade, there, must not content itself with 
mere articulation. You know what pains Demos- 
thenes took to correct his naturally bad elocution ; 
you know that he declaimed by the seaside in storms, 
to prepare himself for the noise of the tumultuous 
assemblies he was to speak to; and you can now 
judge of the correctness and elegancy of his style. 
He thought all these things of consequence, and he 
thought right ; pray do you think so Uyo. It is of 
the utmost consequence to you to be of that opinion. 
If you have the least defect in your elocution, take 
the utmost care and ]>uins to correct it. Do not 
neglect your style, whatever language you speak in, 
or whomever you speak to, were it your footman. 
Seek always for the best words and the happiest 
expressions you can find. Do not content yourself 
with being barely understood ; but adorn your 
thoughts, and dress them as you would your per- 
son ; which, however w'ell proportioned it might be, 
it would be very improper and indecent to exhibit 
naked, or even worse dressed than people of your 
st)rt arc. 

I have sent you, in a packet which your Leipsig 
acquaintance, Duval, sends to his correspondent at 
Rome, Lord Bolingbroke’s book*, which lie pub- 
lished about a year ago, I desire that you will read 
it over and over again, with particular attention to 
the style, and to all those l»euuties of Oratory with 
which it is adorned. Till I read that book, I con- 
fess I did not know all the extent and powers of the 
English langujxge. Lord Bolingbroke has both a 
tongue and a pen to persuade ; his manner of speak- 

* Letters on the Spirit of Patriotism, on the Idea of a Patriot 
King, 
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in" in private conversation is full as defiant as liis 
writinfijs ; whatever subject he either speaks or writes 
upon, he adorns it with the most splendid elotjuence; 
not a studied or laboured eloquence, hut such a 
flowing hajipiness of diction, which (from care per- 
haps at first) is become so habitual to him, that even 
his most familiar conversations, if taken down in 
writing, would bear the Press, without the least cor- 
rection either as to method or style. If his conduct, 
in the former part of his life, had been equal to all 
his natural and acciuired talents, he would most 
justly have merited the epithet of all-accomplished. 
He is himself sensible of his past errors: those 
violent passions, which seduced him in his youth, 
have now subsided by age ; and, take him as he is 
now, the character of all-accomplishcd is more his 
due, than any man’s I ever knew in my life. 

But he has been a most mortifying instance of 
the violence of humiui passions, ancl of the weakness 
of the most exalted human reason. His virtues and 
his vices, his reason jmd his passions, did not blend 
themselves by a gradation of tints, but formed a 
shining and sudden contrast. 

Here the darkest, there the most splendid eo- 
lours, and both rendered more shining from their 
proximity. Impetuosity, excess, and almost extnv- 
vagancy, characterised not only his passions, but 
even his senses. His youth was distinguished by 
all the tumult and storm of pleasures, in which he 
most licentiously triumphed, disdaining all deco- 
rum. His fine imagination has often been heated 
and exhausted with his body, in celebrating and 
deifying the prostitute of the night ; and his con- 
vivial joys were pushed to all the extravagancy of 
frantic Bacchanals. Those passions were interrupted 
but by a stronger. Ambition. The former impaired 
both his constitut ion and his chasacter, but the latter 
destroyed both his fortune and his reputation. 

I. 2 
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lie lias noble and j^enerous sentiments, rather 
than fixed reflected principles of j^ood-iiature and 
friendship ; but they are more violent than lasting, 
and suddenly and often varied to their opposite ex- 
tremes, with regard even to the same persons. He 
receives the common attentions of civility as obligtu 
tions, which he returns with interest; and resents 
with passion the little inadvertencies of human na- 
ture, which he repays with interest too. Even a 
difference of opinion upon a philosophical subject 
would provoke, and prove him no practical Philo- 
sopher, at least. 

Notwithstanding the dissipation of his youth, and 
the tumultuous agitation of his middle age, he has 
an infinite fund of' various and almost universal 
knowledge, which, from the clearest and quickest 
concention, and hajipiest memory, that ever map 
was blessed with, he always carries about him. It 
is his pocket-money, and he never has occasion to 
draw u])on a book for any sum. He excels more 
particularly jhi History, as his liistoriciJ works plainly 
prove. 7’hc relative Political and Commercial in- 
terests of every country in Europe, particularly of 
his own, are belter known to him, than perhaps to 
any num in it; but how steadily he has pursued 
Ihe latter, in his public conduct, his enemies, of all 
parties and denominations, tell with joy. 

He engaged young, and distinguished himself in 
business ; and Ids penetration was almost intuition. 
I am old enough to have heard him speak in Par- 
liament. And I remember, that though prejudiced 
against him by party, I felt all the force and charms 
of his eloquence. Like Belial, in Milton, he made 
the worse appear the better cause.” All the internal 
and external advantages and talents of an Orator 
are undoubtedly his. I’igure, voice, elocution, know- 
ledge ; and, idiove, all, tlie purest and most florid 
diction, with the justest metaphors, and happiest 
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images, had raised him to the ijost of Secretary at 
War, at four-aiid-twcnly years old ; an age at which 
others are hardly thought fit for the smallest employ- 
ments. 

During his long exile in France, he applied him- 
self to study witli his characteristical ardour; and 
there he foi*mcd, and chiefly executed the plan of a 
great philosophical work. The common bounds of 
human knowledge are too narrow for his warm and 
aspiring imagination. He must go extra Jlammantia 
niacnia Mundi, and explore the unknown and un- 
knowable regions of Metaphysics ; which open an 
unbounded field for the excursions of an ardent 
imagination ; where endless conjectures supply the 
defect of unattainable knowledge, and too often 
usurp both its name and influence. 

He has had a very handsome person, with a most 
engaging address in his air and manners: he has 
all the dignity and good breetling which a man of 
quality should or can have, and which so few, in 
this country at least, reiilly have. 

He professes himself a Deist ; believing in a gene- 
ral Providence, but doubting of, though by no means 
rejecting (as is commonly supposed) the immorlalily 
of the soul, and a future state. 

Upon the whole, of this extraordinary man, what 
can we say, but alas, poor human nature ! 

In your destination you will have frerpient occa- 
sions to speak in public; to Princes and States, 
abroad ; to the House of Commons, at home ; judge 
then, whether Filoquence is necessary for you or 
not ; not only common Eloquence, which is rather 
free from faults, tlian adorned by beauties ; but the 
highest, the most shining degree of eloquence. I’or 
God^s sake, have this object always in your view, 
and in your thoughts. Tune your tongue early to 
persuasion; and let no jarring, dissonant accents 
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ev<n- fall from it. Contract a habit oi‘ speaking well, 
upon every occasion, and neglect yoursell* in no one. 
Eloquence and good breeding, alone, with an ex- 
ceeding small degree of parts and knowledge, will 
carry a man a great way ; with your parts and know- 
ledge, then, how liir will they not carry you ? 

Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXVI. 

DEAR BOY, liondon, December the 16th, O. S. 1749. 
This letter will, I hope, find you safely arrived, and 
well settled at Rome, after the usual distresses and 
accidents of a winter journey ; which arc very proper 
to teacli you patience. Your stay there I look upon 
as a very impoilant period of your life ; and I do 
believe, that you will fill it up well. I hope you 
will employ the mornings diligently with Mr. Harte, 
in acquiring weight ; and the evenings in the best 
companies at Rome, in acquiring lustre. A formal, 
dull father would recommend to you to plod out 
the evenings, too, at home over a book by a dim 
taper; but I recommend to you the evenings for 
your pleasures, which arc as much a part of your 
education, and almost as necessary a one, as your 
morning studies. Go to whatever tissemblies or 
spectacles peoj)le of fashion go to, and, when you 
arc there; do as they do. Endeavour to outshine 
tliose who shine there the most ; get the Garbo, the 
Gentilezza, the Leggiadria of the Italians ; make love 
to the most imj^ertinent beauty of condition that you 
meet with, and be gallant with all the rest. Speak 
Italian, right or wrong, to every body ; and if you 
do but laugh at yourself first i‘or your bad Italian, 
nobody else will lapgh at you for it. That is the 
only way to speak it perl’ectly ; which 1 ex[)ecl you 
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will do, because I am sure you may, before you 
leave Rome. View the most curious remains of 
antiquity, with a classical spirit ; and they will clear 
up to you many passaj^es of the classical authors ; 
particularly the Trajan and Antonine Columns ; 
where you find the warlike instruments, the dresses, 
and the triumphal ornaments of* the Romans. Huy 
also the prints and explanations of all those re- 
spectable remains of Roman grandeur, and compare 
them with the originals. Most young travellers arc 
contented with a general view of those things, say 
they are very fine, and then go about their business. 
1 hope you will examine them in a very diflferenl 
way. Apprqfondissez every thing you see or hear; 
and learn, if you can, the why and the wherefore. 
Inquire into the meaning and the objects of the in- 
numerable processions, which you will see at Rome 
at this time. Assist at tdl the ceremonies, and know 
the reason, or at least the pretences of them ; and, 
however absurd they may he, see and speak of them 
with great decency. Of* all things, I beg of you not 
to herd with your own countrymen, but to be always 
either with the Romans, or with the foreign Ministers 
residing at Rome. You are sent abroad to see the 
manners and characters, and learn the languages of 
foreira countiues ; and not to convei’se with English, 
in English; which would defeat all those ends. 
Among your graver company, I recommend (as I 
have done before) the Jesuits to you ; whose learning 
and address will both please and improve you : in- 
form yourself, as much as you can, of the history, 
})olicy, and practice of that scK'iely, from the time of 
its founder, Ignatius of Loyola, wlio was himself a 
madman. If you would know their morality, you 
will find it fully and admirably stated, in Les Lettres 
d*un Promicial, by the famous Monsieur Pascal; 
and it is a book very well worth Jour reading. Few 
people see what they see, or Jjear what tliey h(‘ar; 
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that is, they see and hear so inattentively and su- 
perficially, that they are very little the better for 
what they do see and hear. This, I dare say, neither 
is nor will lie your case. You will understand, re- 
flect upon, and consequently retain, what you see 
and hear. You have still two years good, but no 
more, to form your character in the world decisively ; 
for, within two months after your arrival in hingland, 
it will be finally and irrevocably determined, one 
way or another, in the opinion of the public. De^ 
vote, therefore, these two years to the pursuit of 
perfection ; which ought to be every body’s object, 
though in some particulars unattainable: those who 
strive and labour the most will come the nearest to 
it. But, above all things, aim at it, in the two im- 
portant arts of speaking, and pleasing; without them, 
all your otlier talents are maimed and crippled. 
They are the wings upon which you must soar 
above other people; without them you will only 
crawl with the dull mass of mankind. Prepossess 
by your Air, Address, and Manners; persuade by 
your tongue ; and you will easily execute what your 
head has contrived. I desire that you will send me 
very minute accounts from Rome ; not of what you 
sec, but of whom you see : of your pleasures and 
entertainments. Tell me what companies you fre- 
cjuent most, and how you are received. Mi dica 
anche se la lingua Italiana va bene, e ae laparla facil- 
mente; ma in ogni cafio hisogna parlarla sempre per 
paler alia fine parlarla bene e pulito. Le donne Vin- 
spgnano meglio assai dei maestri. Addio Caro Ra- 
gazzo, si ricordi del Garbo, della Gentilezza, e della 
Leggiadria : cose tante necessarie ad nn Cavaliere. 
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liKTTKR CLXXVn. 

DEAR BOY, Loudon, December the lOth, O. S. 1749. 
'I'uE knowledge of mankind is a very useful know- 
ledge. for every body ; a most necessary one for you, 
who are destined to an active, public life. You will 
have to do with all sorts of characters ; you should, 
Ihereiorc, know them thoroughly, in order to ma- 
nage them ably. 'J'his knowledge is not to be gotten 
systematically; you must acquire it yourself, by 
your own observation and sagacity: I will give you 
such liints as I think may be useful landmarks in 
your intended progress. 

I have often told you (and it is most true) that, 
with regard to mankind, we must not draw general 
conclusions from certain particular principles, though, 
in the main, true ones. We must not suppose, that, 
because a man is a rational animal, he will, there- 
fore, always act rationally ; or, because he has such 
or such a predominant passion, that he will act in- 
variably and consequentially in the pursuit of it. 
No: We are complicated machines; and though 
we have one main spring, that gives motion to the 
whole, we have an infinity of little wheels, which, in 
their turns, retard, precipitate, and sometimes stop 
that motion. Let us exemplify. I will suppose 
Ambition to be (as it commonly is) the predominant 
passion of a Minister of State ; and 1 will supi^se 
that Minister to be an able one. Will he, therefore, 
invariably pursue the object of that predominant 
passion? May I be sure Uiat he will do so and so, 
because he ought.? Nothing less. Sickness, or low 
spirits, may damp this predominant passion ; hu- 
mour and peevishness may triumph over it; inferior 
passions may, at times, surprise it, and prevail. Is 
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this ambitious Statesman amorous? Indiscreet and 
uiipfuarded confidences, made in tender moments, 
to his wife or his mistress, may defeat all his schemes. 
Is he avaricious? Some great lucrative object, sud- 
denly presenting itself, may unravel all the work of 
his ambition. Is he passionate? Contradiction and 
provocation (sometimes, it may be too, artfully in- 
tended) may extort rash and inconsiderate expres- 
sions, or actions, destructive of his main object. Is 
he vain, and open to flattery?. An artful, flattering 
favourite may mislead him ; and even laziness may, 
at certain moments, make him neglect or omit the 
necessary steps to that height which he wants to 
arrive at. Seek first, then, for the predominant pas- 
sion of the character which you mean to engage and 
influence, and address yourself to it; but without 
defying or despising the inferior passions : get them 
in your interest too, for now and then they will have 
their turns. In many cilscs, you may not have it 
in your power to contribute to the gratification of 
the prevailing passion; then take the next best to 
your aid. lliere are many avenues to every man ; 
and, when you cannot get at him through the great 
one, try the serpentine ones, and you will arrive at 
last. 

There are two inconsistent passions, which, how- 
ever, frequently accompany each other, like man and 
wife ; and which, like man and wife too, are com- 
monly clogs upon each other. I mean Ambition 
and Avarice : tlie latter is often the true cause of the 
foimer; and then is the predominant passion. It 
seems to have been so in Cardinal Mazarin; who 
did any thing, submitted to any thing, and for- 
gave any thing, for the sake of plunder. He loved 
and courted Power like a usurer ; because it carried 
Profit along with it. Whoever should have foimed 
his ojiinion, or taken his measures, singly, from the 
ambitious part of Cardinal Mazarin’s character. 
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would have found himself often mistaken. Some, 
who had found this out, made their fortunes by 
letting him cheat them at play. On the contrary, 
Caivlinal Richelieu’s prevailing passion seems to 
have been Ambition, and his immense riches, only 
the natural consequences of that Ambition gratified ; 
and yet, T make no doubt, but that Ambition had 
now and then its turn with the former, and Avarice 
with the latter. Richelieu (by the way) is so strong 
a proof of the inconsistency of human nature, that I 
cannot help observing to you, that, while he abso- 
lutely governed both his King and his Country, and 
was, in a great degree, the arbiter of the fate of all 
Europe, he was more jealous of the great reputation 
of Corneille, than of the power of Spain ; and more 
flattered with being thought (what he was not) the 
best Poet, than with being thought (what he certainly 
was) the greatest Statesman in Europe ; and affairs 
stood still, while he was concerting the criticism 
upon the Cid. Could one think this possible, if one 
did not know it to be true!* Though men are all 
of one composition, the several ingredients are so 
differently proportioned in each individual, that no 
two are exactly alike ; and no one, at all times, like 
himself. The ablest man will, sometimes, do weak 
things; the proudest man, mean things; the ho- 
nestest man, ill things; and the wickedest man, 
good ones. Study individuals then; and if you 
take (as you ought to do) their outlines from their 
prevailing passion, suspend your last finishing 
strokes, till you have attended to and discovered the 
operations of their inferior passions, appetites, and 
humours. A man’s general character may be that 
of the Honestest Man of the world ; do not dispute 
it; you might be thought envious or ill natured: 
but, at the some time, do not take this probity upon 
trust, to such a degree as to put ^our lire, fortune, or 
reputation, in his power. This honest man may 
VOL. II. M 



122 I.OIID CHKSTERFIELD’S 

liappen lo be your rival in 'power, in interest, or in 
love ; three passions that often put honesty lo most 
severe trials, in which it is loo often cast : hut first 
analyse this Honest Man yourself: and then, only, 
you will he able to judgje, how far you may, or may 
not, with safety, trust him. 

Women are much more like cacli other thtin men ; 
they have, in truth, hut two passions. Vanity and 
Love : these are their universfd characteristics. An 
Agrip})ina may sacrifice them to Ambition, or a Mes- 
sidina to Lust; hut such instances are rare; luid, 
in genei'al, all they say, and all they do, tends to 
the gratification of their Vanity, or their Love. He 
who flatters them most pleases them best ; and they 
are most in love with him, who they think is the 
most in love with them. No adulation is too strong 
for them ; no assiduity too great ; no simulation of 
passion too gross : as, on the other htmd, the least 
word or action, that can possibly be construed into 
a slight or contempt, is unpardonable, and never 
forgotten. Men are, in this respect, tender too, and 
will sooner forgive an injury than an insult. Some 
men are more captious than others ; some are always 
wrongheiuled : but every man living has such a 
share of Vanity, as to be hurt by marks of slight 
and contempt. Every man does not pretend to be 
a Poet, a Mathematician, or a Statesman, and con- 
sidere<l as such; but every man pretends to com- 
mon sense, and to fill his place in the world with 
common decency ; and, consequently, does not easily 
forgive those negligencies, inattentions, and slights, 
which seem to call in question, or utterly deny him 
both these pretensions. 

Suspect, in general, those who remarkably afiTect 
any one virtue ; who raise it above all others, and 
who, in a manner, intimate tliat they possess it ex- 
clusively. I say, tsuspect them ; for they are com- 
monly im(M)siors : but do not be sure, that they are 
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always so ; for 1 have sometimes known Saints really 
relij^ious. Blusterers really brave, liefomiers of man- 
ners really honest, and Prudes really chaste. Pry 
into the recesses of their hearts yourself, as far as 
you are able, and never imjdicitly adopt a character 
upon common fame ; which, though generally right 
as to the great outlines of characters, is always wrong 
in some particulars. 

Be upon your guard against those, who, ujioii 
very slight ac((iiaintunce, obtrude their unasked and 
unmerited friendship and confidence u]>on you ; fi)r 
they pn>hably cram you with them only for their 
own eating : but, at the same time, do not roughly 
reject them upon that general supposition. Ex- 
amine further, and see whether those unexpected 
ofiers flow from a warm heart and a silly head, or 
IVoni a designing head and a cold heart ; for Knavery 
and Polly have often the same symptoms. In the 
first case, there is no danger in accepting them, va- 
leant quantum valent poxaunt. In the latter case, it 
may be useful to seem to accept them, and artfully 
to turn the battery upon him who raised it. 

There is an incontinency of friendship among 
young fellows, who arc associated by their mutual 
pleasures oidy; w'hich has, very frequently, bad 
consequences, A parcel of w arm hearts, and unex- 
perienced heads, heated by convivial mirth, and 
possibly a little too much wine, vow, and really 
mean at the time, eternal friendshij)s to each other, 
and indiscreetly pour out their whole souls in com- 
mon, and without the least reserve. These confi- 
dences are as indiscreetly repealed, as they were 
made : for new pleasures, and new places, soon dis. 
solve this ill cemented connexion : and then very ill 
uses are made of these rash confidences. Bear your 
part, however, in young companies; nay, excel if 
you can, in all the socuU and coTivivial joy and fes- 
tivity that become youth. Trust them with your 
love-tales, if you please; but keep your serious views 



124 LORD chesterfield’s 

secret. Trust those only to some tried friend, morti 
experienced than yourself, and who, heinj;^ in a diil 
fereiit walk of life from you, is not likely to become 
your rival; for I w'ould not advise you to depend so 
much upon the heroic virtue ol‘ mankind, as to hope, 
or believe, that your competitor will ever be your 
friend, as to the object of that competition. 

These are rest^rves and cautions very necessary i(j 
have, but very imprudent to show ; the voUo sciollo 
should accompany them. 


LETTER CLXXVITI. 


DEAR BOY, 

Grka'F talents and gfreat virtues (if you should have 
them) will procure you the respect and the admiration 
of mankind ; hut it is the lesser talents, the leniores 
virtutes, which must j)rocure you their love and aftec- 
tion. The former, unassisted and unadonied by the 
latter, will extort praise ; but will, at the same time, 
excite both fear and envy ; two sentiments absolutely 
incompatible with love and affection. 

Caesar had all the great vices, and Cato all the 
great virtues, that men could have. But Cajsar had 
the leniores virtutes, which Cato wanted ; and which 
made him beloved, even by his enemies, and gained 
him the hearts of mankind, in spile of their reason ; 
while Cato was not even beloved by his friends, not- 
withstanding the esteem and respect which they 
could not refuse to his virtues; and I am apt to 
think, that if Capsar had wanted, and Cato possessed, 
those leniores virlutes, the former would not have at- 
tempted (at least with success) and the latter could 
have protected the liberties of Rome. Mr. Addison, 
in his Cato, says of Caesar (and 1 believe with truth) 
Curse on Iiis virtues, they’ve undone his country. 
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l?y Avhicli he meiins, those lesser, hut en^a^injr vir- 
tues, of fyentleiiess, affability, complaisance, and 
^()o(l-huniour. I’he knowledge of a Scholar, the 
courage of a Hero, and the virtue of a Stoic, will be 
admired ; but if the knowledge be accomj)anied with 
arrogance, the coura«gc with ferocity, anti the virtue 
with inflexible severity, the man will never be loved. 
Tlu; heroism of Charles XII. of Sweden (if his 
brutal courage deserves that name) was universally 
admired, but the man no where beloved. Whereas 
Henry IV. of Fh’aiicc, who had full as much ct)urage, 
and was much longer engaged in wars, was generally 
beloved ui)on account of his lesser and social virtues. 
We are all so formed, that our understandings are 
generally the dupes of our hearts, that is, of our pas- 
sions ; and the surest way to the fonner is through 
the latter, which mu.st be engaged by the leniores 
viiiutes alone, and the manner of* exerting them. 
'J’he insolent civility of a proud man is (for exam})le), 
if possible, more shocking than his rudeness could 
be ; because he shows you, by his manner, that he 
thinks it ineni condescension in him ; and that his 
goo< bless alone bestows upon you, what you have 
no pretence to claim. He intimates his protection, 
instead of his friendship, by a gracious nod, instead 
of a usual bow ; and ratber signifies his consent 
that you may, than his invitation that you should 
sit, walk, eat, or drink with him. 

The costive liberality of a purse-proud man, in- 
sults the distresses it sometimes relieves ; he lakes 
A'arc; to make you feel your own misfortunes, and 
the diflereiice between your situation and his ; both 
Avhich he insinuates to be justly merited : yours, by 
your folly, his, by his wisdom. The arrog-ant pedant 
does not communicate, but promulgates his know- 
ledge. He does not give it you, but he inflicts it 
u[>on you ; and is (il’ possible) ni^re desirous to show 
you your own ignorance, than his own learning. 
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Such manners as these, not only in the particular 
instances which 1 have mentioned, hut likewise in 
all others, shock and revolt that little pride and 
vanity, which every man has in his heart ; and ob- 
literate in us the oblijration for the favour conferred, 
by reminding us of the motive w hich ])rodiiced, and 
the manner which accompanied it. 

These faults point out their opposite perfeirtions, 
imd your own good sense will naturally suggest them 
to you. 

But besides these lesser virtues, there are, what 
may be ctdled the lesser Udents or accomplishments, 
which are of great use to adorn and recommend all 
the greater ; and the more so, as all people are judges 
of the one, and but few are of the other. Every 
body feels the impression, which an engaging ad- 
dress, an agreeable manner of speaking, and an easy 
politeness make upon them : and th(*y jjrepare the 
way for the favourable reception of their betters. 

Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, J)eceinbcr the 26th, O.S. 1749. 
The New Year is the season, in which custom seems 
more particularly to authorise civil and harmless 
Lies, under the name of compliments. 'People reci- 
jirocally profess wishes, which they seldom form; 
and concern, which they seldom feel. That is not 
the case bctw'een you and me, where truth leaves no 
room for compliments. 

Dii tibi dent annos, de te nam catera mines, was 
said formerly to one, by a man who certainly did 
not think it. WitU die variation of one w^ord only, 
1 will with great truth say it to you. I will make the 
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first part conditional, by changinjr, in the second, 
the nam into si. May you live, as long as you are 
fit to live, but no longer! or, may you rather die, 
before you cease to be fit to live, than after ! My 
true lenderness for you, makes me think more of the 
manner, than of the length of your life, and forbids 
me to wish it prolonged, by a single day, that should 
bring guilt, reproach, and shame upon you. 1 have 
not malice enough in my nature to wish that to my 
greatest enemy. You are the j)rincij)al object of all 
my cares, the only object of all my hopes : I have 
now reason to believe, that you will reward the for- 
mer, and answer the latter ; in that case, may you 
live long, for you must live happy ; do ic nam ctetera 
Slimes. Conscious virtue is the only solid foundation 
of all happiness; for riches, power, rank, or whatever, 
in the common acceptation of the word, is supposed 
to constitute haj)piness, will never quiet, mucli less 
cure, the inward pangs of guilt. To that main wish, 
1 will add, those of the good old nurse of Horace, 
in his Epistle to Tibullus : Sapero, you have it in a 
good (Uigree already. El fan ut possit qua; sentiat. 
Have you that ? More, much more, is meant by it, 
tlum common speech, or mere articulation. I lear 
that still remains to be wished for, and I earnestly 
wish it you. Gratia and Fama will inevitably ac- 
com[)any the above-mentioned qualifications. The 
Valetudo is tlie only one that is not in your own 
power. Heaven alone can grant it yon, and may it 
<lo so abundantly ! As for the nnindns viotus, nan 
dcficiento crumerut, do you deserve, and I w ill provide 
them. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I consider 
the fair prospect which you have before you. You 
have seen, read, and learned more, at your age, than 
most young fellows have done at two or three and 
twenty. Your destination is a shilling one, and leads 
to rank, fortune, and distinction. Your education 
has been calculated for it; and, to do you justice. 
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lliiil education has not been thrown away upon yon. 
V’^ou want hut two thinj^s, whieli do not want con- 
j million, but only care, to acquire; Eloquence and 
Miinuers : That is, the j^races of spei’ch and the 
j^races of behaviour. You may have tlu*m ; they 
are as much in your power as powderiti};' your hair 
is: and will you h‘t the want of tl»em obscure (as 
it certainly will do) that sliinino- prospect whiidi nriv 
sents its(*if to you ? I am sure you will not. Tliey 
are the sliarj) end, ihe point, of the nail that you are 
driving-, which must imike way first, for the lai-ger 
and more solid ])ai1,s to enter. Supposing your moral 
character as jiiire, and your knowledge sis sound, as 
I really believe them both to he ; you want nothing 
for that perfection, wdiich T have so constantly wished 
you, and taken so much pains to give you, hut Elo- 
quence and Politeness. A man, who is not horn 
with a poetical genius, can never he a Poet, or, at 
best, an extreme had one : hut every man, who can 
speak at all, can speak elegantly and correctly, if 
he pleases, by attending to the. best Authoi*s and 
Orators; and, indeed, I would advise those, who do 
not s])eak eh^guiitly, not to speak at all ; for, T am 
sure, they will get more by their silence than by 
1 heir speech. As for Politene.ss ; w hoever keeps good 
company, aiul is not polite, must have formed a 
resolution, and take some pains not to he so ; other- 
wise he would naturally and insensibly acquire the 
air, the tuklress, and the turn of those he converses 
wdth. You will, probably, in the course of this year, 
st^ic as great a variety of good company, in the several 
Cajiitals you will he at, as in any one year of your 
life ; and consequently must (T should hope) catch 
some of their manners, almost whether you will or 
not ; but, as I dare say, you will endeavour to do it, 
T am convinced you will succeed, and that I shall 
have the pliuisure (»f finding you, at your re.turn here, 
one of the best-bred men in Eurojie. 

I imagine, that wlien y<^*u reeeivi' my letters, and 
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come to lliose j)arts of them which relate to Elocpence 
and Politeness, you say, or at least think. What, 
will he never have done upon these two subjects? 
Has he not said all he can say upon them ? Why 
the same thing over and over again? — Jf you do 
think or say so, it must proceed from your not yet 
knowing the infinite importance of these two ac(;oni- 
plishments ; which I cannot recommend to you too 
often, nor inculcate too strongly. Kut if, on the con- 
trary, you are convinced of the utility, or rather the 
necessity, of these two accomplishments, and are 
determined to acquircthem, my repeated admonitions 
are only unnecessary ; and I grudge no trouble, 
which can possibly be of the least use to you. 

I flatter myself, that your stay at Rome will go a 
great way towards answering all my views: I am 
sure it will, if you employ your time, and your whole 
time, as you should. Your first morning hours, J 
would have you devote to your graver studies with 
Mr. Hurte ; the middle part of the day, I would have 
employed in seeing Things; and the evenings, in 
seeing People. You are not, I bo[)e, of a lazy, in- 
active turn, in either body or mind ; and, in that 
case, the day is full long enough for every thing ; 
especially at Rome, where it is not the fashion as it 
is here, and at Paris, to embezzle at least half of it 
at table. But if, by accident, two or three hours are 
sometimes wanting for some useful purpose, borrow 
them from your sleep. Six, or at most seven hours 
sleep is, for a constancy, as much as you or any body 
cun wimt : more is only laziness and dozing ; and is, 
I am pei-suadcd, both unwholesome and stupifying. 
Jf, by chance, your business, or your pleasures, 
should keep you up till four or five o* clock in the 
morning, I would advise you, however, to rise exactly 
at your usual time, that you may not lose the precious 
morning hours ; and that the want of sleep may force 
you to go to bed earlier the next night. This is what 
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I was advised to do when very young, by a very wise 
man ; and what, I assure you, I always did in the 
most dissipated part of my life. T have very often 
gone to l)ed at six in the morning, imd rose, notwith- 
standing, at eight; by which means I got many 
hours, in the morning, that my comj)anions lost; 
and the want ol’ sleep obliged me to keep good hours 
the next, or at least the third night. 'I’o this metlRKl 
I owe the greatest part of my reading; for, from 
twenty to forty, 1 should certainly have read very 
little, if I had not been up wliile my accpiaintances 
were in bed. Know the true value of time ; snatch, 
seize, and enjoy every moment of it. No idleness, 
no laziness, no procrastination : iievtT put off till 
to-morrow what you can do to-day. That was tlu; 
rule of the famous and unfortunate Pensionary l)e 
Witt; who, by strictly following it, found time, not 
only to do the whole business of the llepublic, but 
to pjiss his evenings at assemblies and suppers, as if 
he had had nothing else to do or think of. 

Adieu, my dear friend, for such I shall call you, 
and as such 1 shall, for the future, live with you. 
I disclaim all titles which imply an authority, that, 
r am persuaded, you will never give me occasion to 
exercise. 

AJ alius, et f el ices, most sincerely, to Mr. 1 1 arte. 


LEl’TER CLXXX. 

DEAR bOY, London, January the Utli, O. S. I7b0. 

1 UAVE seldom or never written to you upon the 
subject of Religion and Morality : your own reason, 
1 am persuaded, has given you true notions of both ; 
they speak be.st fo! themselves ; but, if they wanted 
assisUince, you have Mr. Harte at hand, both for 
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precept and example : to your own reason, tlicrcfbre, 
and to Mr. Hartc, shall 1 rtifer you, I’or tlic Reality 
of both ; and coniine myself, in this letter, to the 
decency, the utility, and the necessity of scrupulously 
preservinj^ the Appearances of both. When I say 
the Appearances of relij^ion, T do not mean that you 
should talk or act like a Missionary, or an Enthu- 
siast, nor that you should take up a controversial 
cudgel aj^aiiist whoever attacks the se(;t you arc of ; 
this would be both useless, and unbecominj^ your 
ajjfe : but I mean that you should by no means seem 
to aj)prove, eiicoui‘a«*e, or applaud, those libertine 
notions, whicli strike at religions equally, and which 
are the poor threadbare topics of half Wits, and 
minute rhilosophers. Even those who are silly 
enough to laugh at their jokes are still wise enough 
to distru.st and detest their characters : for, putting 
moral virtues at the highest, and religion at the 
lowest, religion must still be allowed to be a colla- 
teral security, at least, to Virtue; and every prudent 
man will sooner trust to two securititis than to one. 
Whenever, therefore, you happen to be in company 
with those pretended Ksprits forta, or with thoughtless 
libertines, who laugh at all religion, to show their 
wit, or disclaim it, to complete their riot ; let no word 
or look of yours intimate the least approbation ; on 
the contrary, let a silent gravity express your dislike: 
but enter not into the subject, and decline such un- 
profitable and indecent controversies. Depend upon 
this truth. That every man is the worse looked upon, 
and the less trusted, for being thought to have no 
religion ; in spite of all die pompous and specious 
epithets he may assume, of Esprit fort, Free-thinker, 
or Moral Philosopher ; and a wise Atheist (if such a 
thing there is) would, for his own interest, and chiu 
racter in this world, pretend to some religion. 

Your moral character must he not only pure, but, 
like Ca*sai*’s wife, unsusp<5ct<Ml. The least speck or 
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IJeniish upon it is liiUil. Nothing degrades and 
vilifies more, tor it excites and unites detestation and 
contempt. There are, however, wretches in the world 
j)rofligate enough to explode all notions of moral 
good and evil; to maintain that they are merely 
local, tiiid tlepend entirely u})ort the customs and 
fashions of different countries : nay, there are still, 
if possible, more unaccountable wretches; I mean, 
those who afiect to preach and propagate such absurd 
and infamous notions, without believing them them- 
selves. These are the devil’s hypocrites. Avoid, 
as much as possible, the com])any of such people ; 
who reflect a degree of discredit and infamy upon 
all who converse with them. But as you may, some- 
times, by accident, hdl into such company, take 
great care that no complaisance, no good-humour, 
no warmth of festal mirth, ever make you seem even 
to acquiesce, much less to approve or applaud, such 
infamous doctrines. On tne other hand; do not 
debate, nor enter into serious argument, upon a sub- 
ject so much below it : but content yourself with 
telling these Apostles, that you know they are not 
serious; that you have a much better opinion of 
them than they would have you have ; and that, you 
are very sure, they would not practise the doctrine 
they preach. But put your private mark upon them, 
and shun them for ever afterward.s. 

There is nothing so delicate as your Moral cha- 
racter, and nothing which it is your interest so much 
to preserve pure. Should you be suspected of In- 
justice, Midignity, Perfidy, liying, ^c. all the parts 
and knowledge in the world will never procure you 
esteem, friendship, or resjiect. A strange concur- 
rence of circumstances has sometimes raised very bad 
men to high stations; but they have been raised like 
criminals to a pillory, where their persons tmd their 
crimes, by being more conspicuous, are only the 
more known, the more detested, and the more pelted 
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and insulted, if, in any ease whatsoever, aifectation 
and ostentation are pardonable, it is in the case of 
morality ; though, even there, I would not advise 
you to a Pharisaical pomp of virtue. But I will 
recommend to you a most scrupulous tenderness 
for your morcal character, and the utmost care not to 
say or do the least thing, that may, ever so slightly, 
taint it. Show yourself, upon all occasions, the 
advocate, the friend, but not the bully, of Virtue, 
("olonel Chartres, whom you have certainly heard 
of (who was, I believe, the most notorious blasted 
rascal in the world, and who had, by all sorts of 
crimes, imiassed immense wealth), was so sensible of 
the <lisadvantage of a bad character, that I heard 
him once say, in his impudent, profligate manner, 
that though he would not give one farthing for Vir- 
tue, he would give ten thousand pounds for a cha- 
racter ; because he should get a hundred thousand 
pounds by it: whereas he was so blasted that he 
had no longer an opportunity of cheating people. 
Is it i)Ossiblc then that an honest man can neglect 
what a wise rogue would purchase so dear ? 

There is one of the vices above-mentioned, into 
which people of good education, and, in the main, 
of good principles, sometimes fall, from mistaken 
notions of skill, dexterity, and self-defence ; I mean 
Lying ; though it is inseparably attended with more 
infamy and loss than any other. The prudence and 
necessity of often concealing the truth insensibly 
seduces people to violate it. It is the only art of 
mean capacities, and the only refuge of mean spirits. 
Whereas concealing the truth, upon proper occasions, 
is as prudent and as innocent, as telling a lie, upon 
any occasion, is infamous and foolish. I will state 
you a case in your own department. Suppose you 
are employed at a foreign Court, and that the Mi- 
nister of that Court is absurd or impertinent enough 
to ask you what your instructions are ; will you tell 
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him a lie ; which, soon as found out, and found 
out it certainly will he, must destroy your credit, 
blast your character, and render y'ou useless there? 
No. Will you tell him the truth, then, aiul betray 
your trust ? As certainly. No. But you will answer, 
w'ith firmness, Tliut you are surprised at such a (pies- 
tion ; that you are persuaded he does not expe(‘t an 
answer to it; but that, at all events, he certainly 
will not have one. Such an answer will ^ive him 
<;ontidence in you ; lie will conceive an opinion of 
your veracity, of which ojiinion.you may afterwards 
make very honest and fair advantag^es. But, if, in 
iiejrotiations, you are looked upon as a liar, and a 
trickster, no confidence will be placed in you, nothing 
will be communicaled to you, imd you will be in the 
situation of a man who has been burnt in the cheek ; 
and who, from that mark, cannot afterwards get an 
honest livelihood if he would, but must continue a 
thief. 

J jord Bacon, very justly, makes a distinction be- 
tween Simulation and Dissimulation ; and allows 
the latter rather than the former : but still observes, 
that they are the weaker sort of Politicians who have 
recourse to either. A man who has strength of mind, 
and strength of parts, wants neither of them. Cer- 
tainly (says he) the ablest men that ever were have all 
had an apmness ami frankness of dealinyy and a name 
of certainty and veracity ; hut then they were like horses 
wtdl managed ; for they could tell, passing well, when 
to stop, or turn : and at such times, when they thought 
the case indeed required some dissmulation, if than 
they used it, it came to pass, that the former opinion 
snread abroad, of their good faith and clearness of 
dealing, made them almost invisible. There are people 
who indulge themselves in a sort of lying, which 
they reckon innocent, and which in one sense is so ; 
for it hurts nobody but themselves. This sort of 
lying is the spurious offspring of vanity, begotten 
upon folly: tliese people deal in the marvellous; 



IJi'lTKRS TO HIS SON. 135 

tliey have seen some things that never cxister! ; they 
havts seen other things which they never really saw, 
though they did exist, only because they were thought 
worth seeing. Has any thing remarkable been said 
or done in any ])lace, or in any company ? they im- 
mediately jiresent and declare themselves eye or ear 
witnesses of it. They have done feats themselves, 
nnattcmj)ted, or at least unperformed by others, 
'riiey are always the heroes of their own fables ; and 
think tliat they gain consideration, or at least present 
attention, by it. Whereas, in truth, all they get is 
ridicule and contempt, not without a good degree of 
distrust: for one must naturally conclude, that he 
who will tell any lie from idle vanity, will not scruple 
telling a greater for interest. Had 1 really seen any 
thing so very extraordinary as to be almost incredible, 
I would keep it to myself, rather than, by telling it, 
give any one body room to doubt for one minute of 
my veracity. It is most certain, that the n^putution 
of chastity is not so necessary for a woman, as that, 
of* vt?racity is l‘or a man : and with reason : for it is 
possible for a woman to be virtuous, though not. 
strictly chaste; but it is not possible for a man to be 
virtuous without strict veracity. The slips of the }K)or 
women arc soimitinies mere bodily frailties; but a 
lie in a man is a vice of the mind, and of the heart. 
For (iod*s sake, be scrupulously jealous of the ])urity 
of your moral character ; keep it immaculate, unble- 
mished, unsullied ; and it will be unsuspected. 
Defamation and calumny never attack, where there 
is no weak place ; they magnify, but they do not 
create. 

There is a very great dift'erence between that purity 
of character, which / 90 earnestly recommend to you, 
and the Stoical gravity and austerity of character, 
which 1 do by no means recommend to you. At 
your age, I would no more wisil you to be a Cato, 
than a Clodiiis. lie, and be reckoned, a man of 
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J )leasure, as well as a man of business. Enjoy this 
lappy and giddy lime of your life; shine in the 
pleasures and in the comjiany oi‘ people of your own 
age. This is all to be done, and indeed only can 
be done, without the least taint to the purity of your 
moral character : for those mistaken young fellows, 
who think to shine by an impious or immoral licen- 
tiousness, shine only from their stinking, like cor- 
rupted flesh in the dark. Without this purity, you 
can have no dignity of character, and without dignity 
of character it is impossible to rise in tlie world. 
You must be respectable, if you will be respected, 
•f have known people slattern away their character, 
without really polluting it ; the consequence of which 
lias been, that they have become innocently con- 
temptible ; their merit has been dimmed, their pre- 
tensions unregarded, and all their views defeated. 
Character must be kept bright, as well as clean. 
Content yourself with mediocrity in nothing. In 
purity of character, and in politeness of manners, 
labour to excel all, if you wish to ecjual many. 

Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXXI. 

MY DE\R FRIEND, Loudou, January die lldi, O. S. 175U. 
Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Harte, of 
the 31st December, N. S. which 1 will answer soon ; 
and for which I desire you to return him my thanks 
now. He tells me two things, that give me great 
satisfaction ; one is, that there are veiy few English 
at Rome; the other is, that you frequent the best 
foreign companies. This last is a very good symp- 
tom ; for a man of sense is never desirous to frequent 
those companies where he is not desirous to please, 
or where he finds tluit he displeases. It will not be 
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expeclwl in those eom{winies, Ihiit, at your a^c, you 
should have the (iarho, the Diaiurolfura, and tlie Lag- 
giadria of a man of tive-iind-iwenty, who has been 
loiii^ u.sed to keep the best eomparues; and tlierefore 
do not be discourap^ed, and think yoursidf either 
slijihted or laughed at, because you see others, older 
and more usi'xl to the world, easier, more 1‘ainiliur, 
and eonsorpumtly rather better received in those 
companies than youi’self. In time your turn will 
come; and if you do Init show an inclination, a 
desire to please, though you should be embarrassed, 
or even err in the means (which must necessarily 
happen to you at first), yet the will (to use a vul^^ar 
expression) will be taken for the deed ; and people, 
instead of laut^hinjr at you, will be ^lad to instruct 
you. (lood sense can tmly j;^ve you the j^reat out- 
lines of o-ood breedin|T ; but observation and usa^e 
can alone i^^ive you the delicate touches, and the fine 
colouring. You will naturally endeavour to show 
the utmost respect to people of certain ranks and 
characters, an<l consequently you will show it.; hut 
the proper, the delicate manner of showing that res- 
pect, nothing but observation and time can give. 

I remember, that when, with all the awkwardness 
and rust of Chiinhridge about me, I was first intro- 
fluced into good company, 1 was frightened out of 
my wits. 1 was deterniimxl to be what J th<7Uglit 
civil; I miule fine low bows, and placed myself 
below cvei'y body ; hut when I was siMiken to, or 
attempted to speak myself, ohsiupui., steterunfquc 
aomta, el w.v faucihm lucsil. Jf I saw peophi whisper, 
1 was sure it was at me ; and 1 thought myself the 
sole object of either the ridicule or the censure of 
the whole company : who, (iro<l knows, did not Iroubh* 
their heads about me. In this way I sufl’ered, for 
some time, like a criminal at the Har ; and should 
t:ertainly have renounccti ail jwdAe company ((>r ever. 
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if 1 had not been so convinced of the absolute neces- 
sity of forming- my manners upon those of the best 
companies, that 1 determined to jjersevere, and suffer 
any thing, or every thing, rather than not compass 
that point. Insensildy it grew easier to me ; and 1 
began not to bow so ridiculously low, and to answer 
(questions without great hesitation or stammering : if, 
now and then, some charitable people, seeing my 
embarrassment, and being desasuvre themselves, came 
and spoke to me, I considered them as angels sent to 
comfort me ; and that gave me a little courage. I 
got more soon afterwards, and was intrepid enough 
to go up to a fine woman, and tell her that I thought 
it a warm day ; she answered me, very civilly, that 
she thought so too; upon which the conversation 
ceased, on my part, for some lime, till she, good 
naturedly resuming it, spoke to me thus: ‘*1 see 
your embarrassment, and I am sure that the few 
words you said to me cost you a great deal ; but do 
not be discouraged for that reason, and avoid good 
company. We see that you desire to please, and 
that is the main point ; you want only the manner, 
and you think that you want it still more than you 
do. You must go through your noviciate before 
you can profess gtxxl breeding ; and, if you will be 
my Novice, 1 will present you to my acquaintance 
as such.” 

You will easily imagine how much this speech 
pleased me, and how awkwardly 1 answered it; 1 
hemm’d once or twice (for it gave me a bur in my 
throat) before I could tell her, that I was very much 
obliged to her ; that it was true, that I had a great 
deal of reason to distrust my own behaviour, not 
being used to fine company; and that I should be 
jjroud of being her Novice, and receiving her instruc- 
tions. As soon as I had fumbled out this answer, 
^ihe called up three*or four people to her, and said, 



LETTERS TO HIS SON. 139 

* Savez WHS (for she was a ioreigner, and I was 
abro(itl) f/ue fat entre/ms ce jeime homme, et quHl U 
font rassurer P Pour mot ^ je croisen avoir fait la con^ 
quetet car il ^est emancijte dans le moment an point de 
me dirOf m (remblant, qu*il faisoit chatid. U faut quc 
vons m^aidiez d le derouiUer. 1 1 lui faut tu^cessaire- 
ment um passion, et s*il ne m*en jtitje pas digne, nous 
lui en chercherons quelque autre. Au reste, mon No- 
mce, n*allez pas vous encanailler avec desfilles d^Oftera, 
et des Comediennes qui vous epargneront les fraix et du 
Sentiment et de la Politesse, mais qui vou^ en couteront 
hien plus d tout autre egard. Je vous le dis encore ; 
si vous vous encanaillez, tfous Hes perdu, mon ami. Ces 
Malheureuses ruineront et voire fortune et votre sante, 
corromperont vos moturs, el vous n^aurez jamais le ton 
de la bonne compagnie. The company laughed at 
this lecture, and I was htunned with it. I did not 
know whether slic was serious or in jest. By turns 
I was pleased, ashamed, encouraged, and dejected. 
But wtien I found, afterwards, that both she, and 
those to whom she had presented mo, ct)untenanced 
and protected me in company, I gradually got more 
assurance, anti began not to be ashiuncd of endea- 
vouring to be civil. 1 copied the best masters, at 
first servilely, afterwards more freely, and at last, I 
joined habit and invention. 

• “ Do you know that I liave undertaken this young man, 
and lie must be encouraged? As for roe, 1 think 1 liave made a 
con(]uest of him ; for he just now ventured to tell roe, although 
treniblingly, that it is warm. You will assist me in polishing 
him. lie must necessarily have a passion fur somebody ; if he 
does not think roc worthy of being the objec;t, W’o will seek out 
some other. However, ray Novice, do not disgrace yourself by 
frequenting Opera girls and Actresses ; who will not require of 
you Sentiments and Politeness, but will be your ruin in every 
respect. 1 repeat it to you, my friend, if you should get into 
low mean company, you will be undonq. 'I’hose creatures will 
destroy your fortune and your hccalth, corrupt your morals, and 
you will never acquire the style of good company.’' 
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All iliis will liji])|)cii lo you, if you pursevere in 
lh<^ desire of pleiisin^, and shining as a man of llic 
World; that part of your c*liara<;ter is the only one, 
about which I have at present the least doubt. I 
cminot entertain the least susjiicion of your moral 
character ; your learned character is out of (piestion. 
N'our j)olite character is now the only reinainin<^ 
obje.ct that gives me the least anxiety ; anil you are 
now ill the right way of finishing it. Your constant 
collision with good company will, of course, smooth 
and polish you. 1 could wish that you would siiy, 
to the five or six mm or women with whom you are 
the most ac([uainted, I'hat you are sensible, that, 
from youtli and inexperience, you must make many 
mistakes in good breeding; that you bt?g of them to 
correct yiui, without resene, wherever they see you 
fail ; luul tliat you shall take'siudi admonitions as the 
str<uigest proofs of their Iritnidsliij). Such .a confes- 
sion and application will be very engaging to those 
to whom you make them. They will tell others of 
tliem, who will In; pleased with that disposition, and, 
in a friiiiidly muiiiicr, (ell you of any little slip or 
error, 'i’he Duke de Nivernois* would, I am sure, 
Isr channed, if you drojijHid such a thing to him ; 
adding, tlaU you loved to aihlress yourself alw'ays to 
tin’ l)(!si masters. Obseiwe also, the ilifl’erent modes 
of good breeding of several nations, and conform 
yourself to tla'iii respectively. Use an easy civility 
with the Fn'iicli, more ccriunony with the Italians, 
and still more with the Gcmiiuis ; hut let it be with- 
out c-mbarrassmcrit, and with case, llring it, by use, 
to be habitual to you; for, if it set'ms unwilling and 
forced, it will never please. Omnis Aristippum decuil 
( Udor, el ties. Acquii-c an easiness and vei-satility of 
manners, as well as of mind ; and, like the ('ameleon, 
take the hue of the company you are witli. 

* At that fiinc* Ambiu^SiKioi from tlir TouTt of J'’rante, at 
Rome. 
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There is a sort of veteran women of condition, 
who, having lived always in the grand monde, and 
having possibly had some gallantries, together with 
ifie experience of live and twenty or thirty years, 
form a young fellow better than all the rules tliat 
can be given him. These women, being past their 
bloom, are extremely flattered by the least attention 
from a young fellow ; and they will point out to him 
those manners and atlentiom that pleased and en- 
gtiged them, when they were in the pride of their 
youth and beauty. Wherever you go, make some 
of those women your friends; which a very little 
matter will do. Ask their advice, tell them your 
doubts or difficulties, as to your behaviour : but lake 
great care not to drop one word of their experience ; 
for experience implies age, and the suspicion of age, 
no woman, let her be ever so old, ever forgives. 

I long for your picture, which Mr. Harte tells me 
is now drawing. 1 want to see your countenance, 
your air, and even your dress; the better they all 
three are, the better ; I am not wise enough to de- 
spise any one of them. Your dress, at least, is in 
your own power, and I hope that you mind it to a 
proper degree. Youi’s, Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXXTI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Jan. the 18th, O. S. 1750. 

I CONSIDER the solid part of your little edifice as so 
near being finished and completed, that my only 
remaining care is about the embellishments; and 
that must now be your princi})ul care too. Adorn 
yourself with all those graces and accomplishments, 
which, without solidity, are friv^)lous ; hut witliout 
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which, solidity is, to a j^rcat dep^rce, useless. Take 
one man, with a very moderate depjree of knowkid^e, 
but with a pleasinjr fi^’ure, a pre[)osHessinjT address, 
j^raecful in all that lie says and does, polite, liant, 
and, in short, adomed with all the lesser talents ; 
and lake another man, witli sound sense and pro- 
found knowledpje, 1ml without the above mentioned 
advantai^es ; the former will not only f^et the better 
of the latter, in every pursuit of every kiud, but in 
truth there will bo no sort of competition between 

them. But can every man acquire these advan- 
tages? 1 say. Yes, if he please*; siqiposing he is in a 
situation, and iu circumstances, to frequent good 
company. Attention, observation, and imitation, 
will most infallibly do it. When you see a man, 
whose first strikes you, prepossesses you in his 
favour, and makes you entertain a good opinion of 
him, you do not know why : analyse lliat ahord, and 
examine, within yourndf, the several parts that coni- 
])osed it ; and you will generally tind it to be the 
result, the hiqipy ass(*ml)lage of modesty unembar- 
rassed, res])ect without timidity, a genteel, but unaf- 
(i*cted attitude of body and limbs, an open, cheerful, 
but unsniirking counteniuice, and a dress, by no 
means negligent, and yet not foppish. Copy him, 

then, not servilely, but as some of the greatest mas- 
ters of painting have ct)pied others ; insomuch that 
l h(‘ir copies have lieen equal to the originals, both as 
to beauty and freedom. W'hen you see a man, who 
is universidly allowt^I to shine as an agreeable, well 
bred man, and a line gciilleman (as for example, the 
Duke de Nivernois), attend to him, watch him care- 
fully ; observ(? in what manner he addresses himself 
to his siqieriors, how he lives with his equals, and 
how he treats his inferiors. Mind his turn of con- 
versation, in the several situations of morning visits, 
the table, and tin* tiveniiig amusements. Imitate, 
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without miinickiu^^ him; ami he his duplicator but 
not liis ape. You will find that he takes care never 
to say or do any tliiuj*;, that can be constriuifl into a 
slipfhl, or a ncirligvnce ; or that can, in any dejifrec, 
mortify people’s vanity and self-love: on the con- 
tiary, you will perceive that he makes peo|)le pleasetl 
with him, by makin^' them fir.st pleased with them- 
selves: he shows respect, regard, esteem, and atten- 
tion, where they are siiverally proper; he sows them 
with care, iunl lie reaps them in pletity. 

These iuniable aecomjilishmenls an? all to be ae- 
cj Hired by use and imitation ; for wt* are, in truth, 
more than half what we are, by imitation. The 
preat point is, to choose j]jood moilels, and to study 
them with care. People insensibly contract, not only 
the. air, the manners, and tlui vices of those with 
whom they commonly converse, but their virtues 
too, and even their way of thinkini(. This is so tnu^, 
tliat 1 have known v<‘ry idain understand in jjs catch 
a (;ertain <le^ree of wit, by constantly conversing 
with those who had a great tle;d. Persist, therefore, 
in keeping the best company, and you will insensi- 
bly become like them; but if you add attention and 
observation, you will very soon be one of them. This 
inevitable contagion of company, shows you the ne- 
cessity of keeping the best, and avoiding all other ; 
for in every one, somtJtbing will stick. You have 
liitberto, I confess, had veiy few opportunities of 
keeping polite company. Westminster School is, 
undoubtedly, the seat of illiberal manilers and bru- 
tal behaviour. Leipsig, I supjjose, is not the seat of 
refined and elegant manners. Venice, I believe, has 
<lonc something ; Rome, I hope, wdll do a great deal 
more; and Paris will, I dare say, do all that you 
want: always supposing, that you freejuent the best 
companies, and in tin* intention oi’ improving and 
forming yourself; for, without lliAt intention, nolhiiig 
will do. 
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1 here subjoin a list of all those necessary, orna- 
inentul accomplishments (without which, no man 
living can either please, or rise in the world), which 
hitherto I fear you want, and which only require 
your care and attention to possess. 

To speak elegantly, whatever language you speak 
in ; without which nobody will hear you with plea- 
sure, and, consequently, you will speak to very little 
purpose. 

An agreeable and distinct elocution ; without 
which nobody will hear you with patience : this every 
body may acquire, who is not born with some imper- 
fection in the organs of speech. You are not; and 
therefore it is wholly in your power. You need 
take much less pains for it than Demosthenes did. 

A distinguished politeness of manners and ad- 
dress ; which common sense, observation, good com- 
pany, and imitation, will infallibly give you, if you 
will accept of it. 

' A genteel carriage, and graceful motions, with the 
air of a man of fashion. A good dancing-master, 
with some cure on your part, and some imitation of 
those who excel, wdl soon bring this about. 

To be extremely clean in your person, and per- 
fectly well dressed, according to the fashion, be that 
what it will. Your negligence of dress, while you 
were a schoolboy, was pardonable, but would not be 
80 now. 

Upon the whole, take it for granted, that, without 
these accomplishments, all you know, and all you 
can do, will avail you very little. Adieu. 
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LETTER CLXXXIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Jan. the 25th, O. S. 1750. 
It is SO long since I have heard from you, that I 
suppose Rome engrosses every moment of your 
time ; and if it engrosses it in the manner I could 
wish, I willingly give up my share of it. I would 
rather jrrodesse quam compicL Put out your time 
but to good interest ; and I do not desire to borrow 
much of it. Your studies, the respectable remains 
of antiquity, and your evenings* amusements, cannot, 
and indeed ought not, to leave you much time to 
write. You will probably never see Rome again; 
and therefore you ought to see it well now: by 
seeing it well, I do not mean only the buildings, 
statues, and paintings; though they undoubtedly 
deserve your attention : but I mean seeing into the 
constitution and government of it. But these things 
certainly occur to your own common sense. 

How go your pleasures at RonieP Are you in 
fashion there ; that is, do you live with the people 
who are ? The only way of being so yourself, in time. 
Are you domestic enough in any considerable house 
to be called le petit Stanhope ? Has any woman of 
fashion and good breeding taken the trouble of 
abusing and laughing at you amicably to your face ? 
Have you found a good decrotteu^eP For these are 
the steps by which you must rise to politeness. I 
do not presume to ask if you have any attachment, 
because I believe you will not make me your Confi- 
dent ; but this I will say eventually, that if you have 
one ,i7 faut bien payer d’ attentions et de petits soins, if 
you would have your sacrifice propitiously received. 
Women are not so much taken by beauty as men 
are, but prefer those men who shbw them the most 
attention. 

VOL. II. o 
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* Would you engage the lovely fair I 
With gentlest manners treat her ; 

With tender looks and graceful air, 

In softest accents greet her. 

Verse were but vain, the Muses fail. 

Without the Graces’ aid; 

The God of Verse could not prevail 
To stop the flying maid. 

Attention by attentions gain. 

And merit care by cares ; 

So shall the nymph reward your pain, 

And Venus crown your prayers. 

PnOBATUM EST. 

A man’s address and manner wei^h much more 
with them than his heauty ; and witnout them, the 
Ahbati and the Monsignori will get the better of you. 
This address and manner should be exceedingly 
respectful, but at the same time easy and unembar- 
rassed. Your chitchat or entregent with them, nei- 
ther can nor ought to be very solid ; but you should 
take care to turn and dress up your trifles prettily, 
and make them every now and then convey indirectly 
some little piece of flattery. A fan, a riband, or a 
headdress, are great materials for gallant disserta- 
tions, to one who has got le ton leger et aimahle de la 
bonne compagnie. At all events, a man had better 
talk too much to women, than too little ; they take 
silence for dulness unless where they think the pas- 
sion they have inspired occasions it ; and in that case 
they adopt the notion, that. 

Silence in love betrays more woe. 

Than words, though ne’er so witty ; 

The beggar that ia dumb, we know, 

. Deserves a double pity. 

A propos of this subject ; What progress do you 
make in that lan^age, in which Charles the Fiflh 
said, that he woidd choose to speak to his mistress? 
Have you got all the tender dimunitives, in etta, ina, 
and eltina; which, I presume, he alluded to? You 

* These three stanzas are the late Earl of Chesterfield’s. 
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already possess, and, 1 hope, lake care not to forget, 
that language which he reserved for his horse. You 
are absolutely master too, of that language in which 
he said he would converse with men ; French. But, 
in every language, pray attend carefully to the choice 
of your words, and to the turn of your expression. 
Indeed, it is a point of very great consequence. To 
be heard with success, you must be heard with plea- 
sure: words are the dress of thoughts ; which should 
no more be presented in rags, tatters, and dirt, than 
your person should. By the way; Do you mind 
your person and your dress sufficiently? Do you 
take great care of your teeth ? Pray have them put in 
order by the best operator at Rome. Are you be- 
laced, be-powdered, and be-feathered, as other young 
fellows are, and should be? At your age, il faut du 
brillant, et mJhie un peu de fracas, mais point de me- 
diocre, il faut tm air vif aise, et noble. Avec Iss 
hommes, un maintien respectueux et en inhne terns re- 
spectable; avec les femmes, un caquet Uger, enjoue, et 
badin, mais loujours fort poli. 

To give you an opportunity of exerting your 
talents, I send you, here enclosed, a letter of recom- 
mendation from Monsieur Villettes, to Madame de 
Simonetti at Milan : a woman of the first fashion 
and consideration there: and I shall, in my next, 
send you another, from the same person to Madame 
Clerici, at the same place. As these two Ladies’ 
houses are the resort of all the people of fashion at 
Milan, those two recommendations will introduce 
you to them all. Let me know, in due time, if you 
have received these two letters, that I may have 
them renewed, in case of accidents. 

Adieu, my dear friend ! Study hard ; divert 
yourself heartily: distinguish, carefully, between 
the pleasures of a man of fashion, and the vices of a 
scoundrel : pursue the former, olid abhor the latter, 
like a man of sense. 



148 


LORD CHERTRKFIELD’8 


LETTER CLXXXIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Feb. the 5th, 0. S. 1750. 
Very few people are good economists of their For- 
tune, and still fewer of' their Time ; and yet, of the 
two, the latter is the most precious. I heartily wish 
you to be a good economist of both; and you are 
now of an age to begin to think seriously of these 
two important articles. Young people are apt to 
think they have so much time before them, that they 
may squander what they please of it, and yet have 
enough left ; as very great fortunes have frequently 
seduced people to a ruinous profusion. Fatal mis- 
takes, always repented of, but always too late ! Old 
Mr. Lowndes, the famous Secretaiy of the Treasury, 
in the reigns of King William, Queen Anne, and 
King George the First, used to say, take care of the 
mnce, and the j>ounds will take care of themselves. 
To this maxim, which he not only preached, but 
practised, his two grandsons, at this time, owe the 
very considerable fortunes that he left them. 

This holds equally true as to Time ; and I most 
earnestly recommend to you the care of those mi- 
nutes and quarters of hours, in the course of the 
day, which people think too short to deserve their 
attention; and yet, if summed up at the end of 
the year, would amount to a very considerable por- 
tion of time. For example ; you are to be at such 
a place at twelve, by appointment; you go out at 
eleven, to make two or three visits first; those per- 
sons are not at home : instead of sauntering away 
that intermediate time at a coffee-house, and possibly 
alone ; return home, write a letter, beforehand, for 
the ensuing post, dr take up a good book, I do not 
mean Descartes, Mallcbranche, Locke, or Newton, by 



LETTERS TO HIS SON. 149 

way of dippin^r ; but some book of rational amuse- 
ment; and detached pieces, as Horace, Boileau, 
Waller, Jja Bniyere, &c. This will be so much 
time saved, and by no means ill employed. Many 
people lose a ^reat deal of time by reading : for they 
read frivolous and idle books ; such as the absurd 
Romances of the two last centuries; where characters, 
that never existed, are insipidly displayed, and sen- 
timents, that were never felt, pompously described : 
the oriental ravings and extravagancies of the Ara- 
bian Nights, and Mogul Tales : or, the new flimsy 
brochures that now swarm in France, of Fairy Tales, 
Rejlexims sur le Caur et ^Esprit, Metaphysique de 
V Amour f Analyse des beaux Sentiments ; and such sort 
of idle frivolous stuff, that nourishes and improves 
the mind just as much as whipped cream would the 
body. Stick to the best established books in every 
language ; the celebrated Poets, Historians, Orators, 
or Philosophers. By these means (to use a city 
metaphor) you will make fifty per cent, of that time, 
of which others do not make above three or four, or 
probably nothing at all. 

Many people lose a great deal of their time by 
laziness; they loll and yawn in a great chair, tell 
themselves that they have not time to begin any 
thing then, and that it will do as well another 
time. This is a most unfortunate disposition, and 
the greatest obstruction to both knowledge and busi- 
ness. At your age, you have no right nor claim 
to laziness ; 1 have, if I please, being emeritus. You 
are but just listed in the world, and must be active, 
diligent, indefatigable. If ever you propose com- 
manding with dignity, you must serve up to it with 
diligence. Never put off till to-morrow what you 
can do to-day. 

Dispatch is the soul of business; and nothing 
contributes more to Dispatch, than Method, liay 
down a method for every thing, and stick to it in- 

o 2 
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violably, as far as unexpected incidents may allow. 
Fix one certain hour and day in the week for your 
accompts, and keep them together in their proper 
order ; by which means they will require very little 
time, and you can never be much cheated. What- 
ever letters and papers you keep, docket and tie 
them up in their respective classes, so that you 
may instantly have recourse to any one. liay down 
a method also for your reading, for which you allot 
a certain share of your mornings; let it be in a 
consistent and consecutive course, and not in that 
desultory and immethodical . manner, in which 
many people read scraps of different authors, upon 
different subjects. Keep a useful and short com- 
mon-place book of what you read, to help your 
memory only, and not for pedantic quotations. 
Never read History without having maps, and a 
chronological book, or tables, lying by you, and 
constantly recurred to; without which. History is 
only a confusetl heap of facts. One method more 
I recommend to you, by which I have found ^reat 
benefit, even in the most dissipated part of my 
life ; that is, to rise early, and at the same hour every 
morning, how late soever you may have sat up the 
night before. This secures you an hour or two, at 
least, of reading or reflection, before the conmion 
interruptions of the morning begin ; and it will save 
your constitution, by forcing you to go to bed eai’ly, 
at least one night in three. 

You will say, it may be, as many young people 
would, that all tliis order and method is very trou- 
blesome, only fit for dull people, and a disagree- 
able restraint upon the noble spirit and fire of youth. 
I deny it; and assert, on the contrary, that it will 
procure you both more time and more taste for your 
pleasures; and, so far from being troublesome to 
you, that, after ^ou have pursued it a month, it 
would be troublesome to you to lay it aside. Busi- 
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ness whets the appetite, and gives a taste of pleasures, 
as exercise does to food : and business can never be 
done without method : it raises the spirits for plea- 
sures; and a spectacle^ a ball, an assembly, will 
much more sensibly affect a man who has employed, 
than a man who has lost, the preceding part of the 
day ; nay, T will venture to say, that a fine lady will 
seem to have more cdiarms, to a man of study or 
business, than to a saunterer. The same listlessness 
runs through his whole conduct, and he is as insipid 
in his pleasures, as inefficient in every thing else. 

I hope you earn your pleasures, and consequently 
taste them ; for, by the way, I know a great many 
men, who call themselves Men of Pleasure, but who, 
in truth, have none. They adopt other people’s, 
indiscriminately, but without any taste of their own. 
1 have known them often inflict excesses upon them- 
selves, l)ecause they thought them genteel ; though 
they sat as awkwardly upon them as other people’s 
clothes would have done. Have no pleasui’cs but 
your own, and then you will shine in them. What 
are yours P Give me a short history of them. Tmez- 
vous voire coin d table, et dans les bonnes compaynies ? 
y brillez-vom du cote de la politesse, de Venjousment, da 
badinage P Etes-vons galant? Filez-vous le parfait 
amour P Est.il question de flechir par vos soins et par 
VOS attentions les rigueurs de quelque jiere lYincesse P 
You may safely trust me ; for, though 1 am a severe 
censor of Vice and Folly, I am a iriend and advo- 
cate for Pleasures, and will contribute all in my 
power to yours. 

There is a certain dignity to be kept up in plea- 
sures, as well as in business. In love, a man may 
lose his heart with dignity ; but if he loses his nose, 
he loses his character into the bargain. At table, 
a man may with decency have a distinguishing 
palate ; but indiscriminate vor^iousness degrades 
him to a glutton. A man may play with decency ; 
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but if he games, he is disgraced. Vivacity and wit 
make a man shine in company ; but trite jokes and 
loud laughter reduce him to a buffoon. Every 
virtue, they say, has its kindred vice; every plea- 
sure, 1 am sure, has its neighbouring disgrace. 
Mark carefully, therefore, the line that separates 
them, and rather stop a yard short, than step an 
inch beyond it. 

I wish to God that you had as much pleasure in 
following my advice, as I have in giving it you ; 
and you may the easier have it, as I give you none 
that is inconsistent with your pleasure. In all that 
1 say to you, it is your interest alone that I consider: 
trust to my experience ; you know you may to my 
affection. Adieu. 

I have received no letter yet, from you or Mr. 
Harte. 


LETTER CLXXXV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Feb. the 8th, O. S, 1750. 
You have, by this time, I hope and believe, made 
such a progress in the Italian language, that you 
can read it with ease ; I mean the easy books in it : 
and indeed, in that, as well as in every other lan> 
guage, the easiest books arc generally the best ; for, 
whatever author is obscure and difficult, in his own 
language, certainly does not think clearly. This is, 
in my opinion, the case of a celebrated Italian author ; 
to whom the Italians, from the admiration they have 
of him, have given the epithet of il divino ; I mean, 
Dante. Though I fonnerly knew Italian extremely 
well, I could never understand him; for which 
reason 1 had done with him, fully convinced that he 
was not worth the pfUns necessary to understand him. 
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The good Italian authors are, in my mind, but 
few ; I mean, authors of invention ; for there are, 
undoubtedly, very good Historians, and excellent 
Translators. The two Poets worth your reading, 
and, I was going to say, the only two, arc Tasso 
and Ariosto. Tasso’s Gierusahnwie Lihcraia, is 
altogether unquestionably a fine Poem, though it 
has some low, and many false, thoughts in it : and 
Boileau very justly makes it the mark of a bad taste, 
to compare le Clitiqmnl du Tasse d I* Or de Virgile. 
'fhe image, with which he adorns the introduction 
of his Epic Poem, is low and disgusting ; it is that 
of a froward, sick, puking child, who is deceived 
into a dose of necessary physic by du bon bon. The 
verses are these. 

Cos! air egro fanciul porgiamo aspersi 
l)i aouvi licor gU orli del vaso : 

Suechi amari ingauuato iutauto oi heve, 

E dair inganuo auo vita riceve. 

However, Ihe Poem, with all its faults about it, may 
justly be called a fine one. 

If fancy, imagination, invention, description, &c. 
constitute a Poet, Ariosto is, unquestionably, a great 
one. His Orlando, it is true, is a medley of lies and 
truths, sacred and profan*;, w'ars, loves, enchantments, 
giants, mad heroes, and adventurous damsels : but 
then, he gives it you very fairly for what it is, and 
does not pretend to put it upon you for the true 
Epo'peey or Epic Poem. He says. 

Le Donne, i Cavalier, 1’ arme, gli amori 
Le cortesie, 1’ audaci impreue, io canto. 

I’he connections of his stories are admirable, his 
reflections just, his sneers and ironies incomparable, 
and his painting excellent When Angelica, after 
having wandered over half the •world alone with 
Orlando, pretends, notwithstanding, 
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— — — ch’el fior virginal cosi avea salvo. 

Come selo portu dal matem’ alvo. 

The Author adds, very gravely, 

Forse era ver, ma non perd credibile 
A chi del senso suo fosse Signore. 

Astolpho’s being carried to the moon, by St. John, 
in order to look for Orlando’s lost wits, at the end 
of the d4th book, and the many lost things that he 
finds there, is a most happy extravagancy, and con- 
tains, at the same time, a great ded of sense. 1 
would advise you to read this Poem with attention. 
It is, also, the source of half the tales, novels, and 
plays, that have been written since. 

The Pastor Fido of Guarini is so celebrated, that 
you should read it ; but in reading it, you will judge 
of the great propriety of the characters. A pai'cel of 
shepherds and shepherdasses, with the true pastoral 
simplicity, talk metaphysics, epigrams, concetti, and 
quibbles, by the hour, to each other. 

The Aminta del Tasso is much more what it is 
intended to be, a Pastoral ; the shepherds, indeed, ’ 
have their concetti, and their antitheses ; but are not 
quite so sublime and abstracted as those in Pastor 
Fido. I think that you will like it much the best of 
the two. 

Petrarca is, in my mind, a singsong lovesick 
Poet; much admired, however, by the Italians: 
but an Italian, who should think no better of him 
than I do, would certainly say, that he deserved his 
Laura better than his Lauro; and that wretched 
quibble would be reckoned an excellent piece of 
Italian wit. 

The Italian Prose writers (of invention I mean), 
which I would recommend to your acquaintance, 
are Machiavello, and Bocaccio ; the former, for the 
established reputa\ion which he has acquired, of a 
consummate Politician (whatever my own private 
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sentiments may be of either bis politics or his mo- 
rality) : the latter, for his great invention, and for 
his natural and agreeable manner of telling his 
stories. 

Guicciardini, Bentivoglio, Divila, &c. are excellent 
Historians, and deserve being reatl with attention. 
The nature of History checks, a little, the flights of 
Italian imaginations ; which, in works of invention, 
are very high indeed. Translations curb them still 
more ; and their translations of the Classics are in- 
comparable ; particularly the first ten, translated in 
the time of Leo the Xtb, and inscribed to him, 
under the title of the Collana, That original Collana 
has been lengthened since ; and, if 1 mistake not, 
consists, now, of one hundred and ten volumes. 

From what I have said, you will easily guess, 
that 1 meant to put you upon your guard ; and not 
to let your fancy be dazzled and your taste cor- 
rupted, by the concetth the quaintnesses, and false 
thoughts, which are too much the characteristics 
of the Italian and Spanish authors. I think you 
are in no great danger, as your taste has been 
formed upon the best ancient models ; the Greek 
and Latin authors of the best ages, who indulge 
themselves in none of the puerilities I have hinted 
at. I think I may say, with truth, that true wit, 
sound taste, and good sense, are now as it were 
engrossed by France and England. Your old ac- 
quaintances the Germans, I fear, are a little below 
them; and your new acquaintances, the Italians, 
are a great deal too much above them. The former, 
I doubt, crawl a little ; the latter, I am sure, very 
often fly out of sight. 

I recommended to you, a good many years a^, 
and I believe you then read. La Maniere de Men 
penser dans les Otmages d* Esprit, par le Pire Bouhours ; 
and I think it is very well worth your reading again, 
now that you can judge of it better. I do not Imow 
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any book that contributes more to form a true taste ; 
and you find there, into the barp^ain, tlie most cele- 
brated passages, both ofthe ancients and the modems; 
which refresh your memory with what you have for- 
merly read in them separately. It is followed by a 
]>ook much of the stime size, by the same author, 
entitled, Suite des Pensees ingmieuses. 

To do justice to the best English and French 
authors ; thay have not given into that false taste ; 
they allow no thoughts to be good, that are not just, 
and founded upon truth. The Age ofliewis^V. 
was very like tne Augustan;* Bofleau, Moliere, la 
Fontaine, Racine, &c. established the true, and ex- 
posed the false taste. The reign of King Charles II. 
(meritorious in no other respect) banished false taste 
out of England, and |)ro8cril)ed Puns, Quibbles. 
Acrostics, &c. Since tnat, false wit has renewed its 
attacks, and endeavoured to recover its lost empire, 
both in England and France ; but without success ; 
though, I must say, with more success in France 
than in Flngland : Addison, Pope, and Swift, having 
vigorously defended the rights of good sense ; which 
is more than can be said of their cotemporary French 
authors ; who have of late had a great tendency to le 
faux hrillant, le rajinement, et l^enfortillemeni. And 
liord Roscommon would be more in the right now, 
than he was then, in saying, that 

The English bullion of one sterling line, 

Brawn to French wire, would through whole pages shine. 

Lose no time, my dear child, I conjure you, in 
forming your taste, your manners, your mind, your 
every thing : you have but two years time to do it 
in; for, whatever you are, to a certiun degree, at 
twenty, you will be, more or less, all the rest of your 
life. May it be a long and a happy one ! 

Adieu. 
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LETTER CLXXXVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London. Feb. the 22d, O. S. 1750. 
If the Italian of your letter to Lady Chesterfield was 
all your own, 1 am very well satisfied with the pro 
gress which you have mode in that language in so 
short a time ; according to that gradation, you will, 
in a very little time more, be master of it. l^lxcept 
at the French Embassador’s, I believe you hear only 
Italian spoken; for the Italians speak very little 
French, and that little, generally very ill. The 
French are even with them, and generally speak 
Italian as ill ; for I never knew a Frenchman in my 
life who could pronounce the Italian ce ci, or ge gi. 
Your desire of pleasing the Roman Ladies will of 
course give you, not only the desire, but the means, 
of speaking to them elegantly in their own language. 
The Princess Borghese, I am told, speaks French 
both ill, and unwillingly ; and therefore you should 
make a merit to her of your application to her lan- 
guage. She is, by a kind of prescription (a longer 
than she would probably wish) at the head of the 
beau monde at Rome ; and can, consequently, esta- 
blish or destroy a young fellow’s fashionable cha- 
racter. If she declares him amabile e leggiadro, 
others will think him so, or, at least, those who do 
not, will not dare to say so. There are in every 
great town some such women, whose rank, beauty, 
and fortune have conspired to place them at the 
head of the fashion. They have generally been 
gallant, but within certain decent bounds. Their 
gallantries have taught, both them and their ad- 
mirers, good breeding; without which they could 
keep up no dignity ; but would l>e vilified by those 
very gallantries which put them in vogue. It is 
voL. ir. p 
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with these women, as with Ministers and Favourites 
at Court; they decide upon fashion and character, 
as these do on fortunes and preferments. Pay par- 
ticular court, therefore, wherever you are, to these 
female sovereigns of the beau monde : their recom- 
mendation is a passport through all the realms of 
politeness. But then, remember that they require 
minute, officious attentions. You should, if possible, 
guess at and anticipate all their little fancies and 
inclinations ; make yourself familiarly and domesti- 
cally useful to them, by offering yourself for all their 
little commissions, and assisting in doing the honours 
of their houses, and entering with seeming unction 
into all their little grievances, bustles, and views ; for 
tliey are always busy. If you are once hen fwcato at 
the Palazzo Borghese, you will soon be in iashion at 
Rome ; and being in fashion, will soon fashion you ; 
for that is what you must now think of very se- 
riously. 

I am Sony that there is no good dancing-master 
at Rome, to form your exterior air and carriage; 
which, 1 doubt, are not the genteelest in the world. 
But you may, and I hope you will, in the mean 
time, observe the air and carriage of those who are 
reckoned to have the best, and form your own upon 
them. Ease, gracefulness, and dignity, compose 
the air and address of a Man of Fashion ; which is 
as unlike the affected attitudes and motions of a 
petit maitrey as it is to the awkward, negligent, 
clumsy, and slouching manner of a booby. 

I am extremely pleased with the account Mr. Harte 
has given me of the allotment of your time at Rome. 
Those five hours every morning, which you employ 
in serious studies with Mr. Harte, are laid out with 
great interest, and will make you rich all the rest of 
your life. I do not look upon the subsequent morn- 
ing hours, which you pass with your Cicertme, to be 
ill disposed of; there is a kind of connection be- 
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tween them : and your evening diversions, in good 
company, are, in their way, as useful and necessary. 
This is the way for you to have both weight and 
lustre in the world ; and this is the object which 1 
always had in view in your education. 

Adieu, my friend ! (io on and prosper. 

Mr. Grevenkop has just received Mr. llarte’s let- 
ter of the 19th, N. S. 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 

London, March the 8th, O. S. 1750. 
Young as you arc, I hope you are in haste to live; 
by living, T mean living with lustre and honour to 
yourself, with utility to society; doing what may 
deserve to be written, or writing what may deserve 
to be read : T should wish both. Those who con- 
sider life in that light will not idly lavish one mo- 
ment. 1"he present moments are the only ones we 
are sure of, and as such the most valuable; but 
yours are doubly so, at your age ; for the credit, the 
dignity, the comfort, and the pleasure of all your 
future moments, depend upon the use you make of 
your present ones. 

I am extremely satisfied with your present man- 
ner of employing your time ; but will you always 
employ it as well? T am far from meaning always in 
the same way; but T mean as well in proportion, 
in the variation of age and circumstances. You 
now study five hours every morning ; I neither sup- 
pose that you will, nor desire that you should do so 
for the rest of your life. Both business and pleasure 
will justly and equally break in upon those hours. 
But then, will you always employ the leisure they 
leave you, in useful studies? If you have but an 
hour, will you improve that hour, instead of idling 
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it away ? While you have such a friend and monitor 
with you as Mr. llarte, I am sure you will. But, 
suj)|)ose that business and situations should, in six 
or seven months, call Mr. Harte away from you; 
tell me truly, what may I expect and depend upon 
from you, when left to yourself? May T be sure that 
you will employ some part of every day, in adding 
something; to that stock of knowledge which he will 
have left you? May I hope that you will allot one 
hour in the week to the care of your own affairs, to 
keep them in that order and method which every 
prudent man does ? But, above all, may I be con- 
vinced that your pleasures, whatever they may be, 
will be confined within the circle of good company, 
and people of fashion? Tliose pleasures I recom- 
mend to you ; 1 will promote them, I will pay for 
them : but I will neither pay for, nor suffer, the un- 
becoming, disgraceful, and degratling pleasures (they 
cannot be called pleasures) of low and profligate 
company. I confess, the pleasures of high life are 
not always strictly philosophical ; and I believe a 
Stoic would blame my indulgence : but I am yet 
no Stoic, though turned of five-and-fifty ; imd I am 
aut to think that you are rather less so, at eighteem. 
The pleasures of the table, imiong people of the first 
fashion, may indeed sometimes, by accident, run 
into excesses ; but they will never sink into a con- 
tinued course of gluttony and drunkenness. The 
gallantry of high life, though not strictly justifiable, 
carries, at least, no external marks of infamy about 
it. Neither the heart nor the constitution is cor- 
rupted by it ; neither nose nor character lost by it : 
manners, j)ossibly, improved. Play, in good com- 
pany, is only play, and not giuning ; not deep, and 
consequently not dangerous, nor dishonourable. It 
is only the inter-acts of other amusements. 

This, 1 am sure,* is not talking to you like an old 
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these are not hard conditions to ask of you. I am 
certain you have sense enouf^h to know how reason- 
able they are on my part, how advantageous they 
are on yours; but have you resolution enough to 
perform them? Can you withstand the examples, 
and the invitations, of the profligate, and their infor 
mous missionaries ? For I have known many a young 
fellow seduced by a mauvaise konte, that made him 
ashamed to refuse. These are resolutions which 
you must form, and steadily execute for yourself, 
whenever you lose the friendly care and assistance 
of your Mentor. In the mean time, make a greedy 
use of him ; exhaust him, if you can, of ail his know- 
ledge ; and get the Prophet’s mantle from him, be- 
fore he is taken away himself. 

You seem to like Rome; How do you go on 
there? Are you got into the inside of that extraordi- 
nary government? Has your Abbate Foggini dis- 
covered many of those mysteries to you ? Have you 
made an acquaintance with some eminent Jesuits? 
I know no people in the world more instructive. You 
would do very well to take one or two such sort of 
people home with you to dinner every day ; it would 
be only a little minestra and macaroni the more; 
and a three or four hours conversation de suite pro- 
duces a thousand useful informations, which short 
meetings and snatches at third places do not admit 
of ; and many of those gentlemen are by no means 
unwilling to dine gratis. Whenever you meet with 
a man eminent in any way, feed him, and feed upon 
him at the same time ; it will not only improve you, 
but give you a reputation of knowledge, and of 
loving it in others. 

I have been lately informed of an Italian book, 
which I believe may be of use to you, and which, I 
dare say, you may get at Rome ; written by one 
Alberti, about fourscore or a hundred years ago, a 
thick quarto. It is a classical description of Italy ; 
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from whence, I um assured, that Mr. Addison, to 
save himself trouble, has taken most of his remarks 
and classical references. I am lold, that it is an 
excellent book for a traveller in Italy. 

What Italian books have you read, or arc you 
reading' ? Ariosto I hope is one oi‘ them. Pray apply 
yourself diligently to Italian; it is so easy a lan- 
guage, that speaking it constantly, and reading it 
often, must, in six months more, make you perfectly 
master of it ; in which case you Will never forget it ; 
for we only lorget those things of which we know 
but. little. 

But, above all things, to all that you learn, to all 
that you say, and to idl that you do, remember to 
join (lui Graces, All is imperlect without them ; 
with them, every thing is at least tolerable. Nothing 
could hurt me more than to line! you unattended by 
them. How cruelly should I be shocked, if, at our 
first meeting, you should jiresent yourself to me 
without them? Invoke then, and sacrifice to them 
every moment: they are always kind, where they 
are assiduously courted. For Cod’s sake, aim at 
perfection in every thing : Nil aclum reputam si quid 
superesset agendum. Adieu. Y ours, most tenderly. 


LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, March the 19th, O. S. 1750. 
1 ACKNOWLEDGE your last letter of the 24th Fe- 
bruary, N. S. In return for your earthquake, I can 
tell you that we have had, here, more than our share 
of earthquakes, for we had two very strong ones in 
eight-and-twenty days. They really do too much 
honour to our cold climate ; in your warm one, they 
are compensated by favours from the sun, which 
we do not enjoy. 
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1 did not think that the present Po])e was a sort 
of man, to build seven modem little chaj)els at the 
exj)ense of so respectable a piece of antujuity as the 
CoUiscum. However, let his Holiness’s taste of 
Virtu be ever so bad, pray fret somebody to present 
you to him, before you leave Rome: and without 
hesitation kiss his slipper, or whatever else the Hi- 
qiiette of that Court, requires. I would have you see 
all those ceremonies ; and I presume that you are, 
by this time, ready enough at ItJiliaii to understand 
and answer il Santo Padre in that language. T hope, 
too, that you have acejuired address, and usage 
<mougli of the world, to be presented to any body, 
without embarrassment or disapprobation. If that 
is not yet (]uitc pcrftict, us 1 cannot suppose that it 
is entirely, custom will improve it daily, and habit 
at lust complete it. I have for some time told you, 
tliat tlie great diftieulties are pretty well conquered. 
You have ae<(uircd knowledge, which is the Prin^ 
i'ipium <‘t Poos ; but you have now a variety of lesser 
things to attend to, wliieb collectively make one 
great anti important object. You easily guess that 
i mean, the (rruces, the Air, Address, Politeness, 
and, in short, the whole taimmre and agrhnens 
of a Man of Fashion; so many little things con- 
spire to form that tourmire, that though separately 
they seem too insignificant to mention, yet aggre- 
gately they are too material (for me, who think for 
you down to the very lowest things) to omit. For 
instance; Do you use yourself to carve, eat, and 
drink genteelly, and with ease? Do you take care 
to walk, sit, stand, and present yourself gracefully? 
Are you sufficiently ujx)n your guard against awk- 
ward attitudes, and illiberal, ill bred, and disgusting 
liabits ; such as scratching yourself, putting your 
fingers in your mouth, nose, and ears ? Tricks always 
acquired at schools, often too much neglected after- 
wards; but, however, extremely ill bred and nau^ 
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seous. For I do not conceive that any man lias a 
right to exhibit, in company, any one excrement, 
more than anotlier. Do you dress well, and think 
a little of the brillant in your person? That loo is 
necessary, because it is prevenant. Do you aim at 
easy, engaging, but at the stunc time civil or re- 
spectful manners, according to the company you 
are in? These, and a thousand other things, which 
you will observe in people of fashion, better than I 
can describe them, are absolutely necessary for every 
man ; but still more for you, than for sJmost any 
man living. The showish, the shining, the engaging 
parts of the character of a fine gentleman, should 
(considering your destination) be the principal ob- 
jects of your present attention. 

When you return here, I am apt to think that 
you will find something better to do, than to run to 
Mr. Osborne’s at Gray’s-lnn, to pick up scarce books. 
Buy good books, and read them ; the best books are 
the commonest, and the last editions are always the 
best, if the editors are not blockheads ; for they may 
profit of the former. But take care not to under- 
stand editions and title-pages too well. It always 
smells of pedantry, and not always of learning. 
What curious books I have, they are indeed but 
few, shall lie at your service. I have some of the 
Old Collana, and the Macchiavel of 1550. Beware 
of the Bibliomanie, 

In the midst of either your studies or your plea- 
sums, pray never lose view of the object of your 
destination ; I mean the political affairs of Europe. 
Follow them politically, chronologically, and geo- 
graphically, through the newspapers, and trace up 
the facts which you meet with mere, to their sources: 
as for example ; consult the Treaties of J^eustadt 
and Abo, with regard to the disputes, which you 
read of every day f. in the public papers, between 
Russia and Sweden. For the affairs of Italy, which 
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arc reported to be the objects of present ncfifotiations, 
recur to the quadruple alliance of the year 1718, and 
follow tlicm down tlirouj^h their several variations to 
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748; in which (by 
the by) you will find the very different tenures by 
which the Infant Don IMiilip, your namesake, holds 
Parma and Phurentia. Consult, also, tlie Umperor 
Charles the Sixth’s Act of C’ession of the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, in 1736. The succession to 
the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, bein^ a [)oinl, 
which, upon the deatli of the present King of Spain, 
is likely to occasion some disputes, do not lose the 
thread of these matters ; which is carried on with 
great ease, but, if once broken, is resumed with dif- 
ficulty. 

Pray tell Mr. Ilarte, that I have sent his packet to 
Baron Firmian, by Count Finsiedlen, who is gone 
from hence this day for Germany, and passes through 
Vienna in his way to Italy; where he is in hoj)es of 
crossing upon you somewliere or other. Adieu, my 
friend ! Xa/>/rec’, Xa/)ir£c. 


LETTRR CLXXXIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, March the 29th, O. S. 17 !) 0 . 
You are now, I suppose, at Naples, in a new scene 
of Virtu, examining all the curiosities, of Hercu- 
laneum, watching the eruptions of Mount Vesuvius, 
and surveying the magnificent churches and public 
buildings by which Naples is distinguished. You 
have a Court there into the bargain, which, I hope, 
you frequent and attend to. Polite manners, a ver- 
satility of mind, a complaisance even to enemies, 
and the volto sciolto, with the pensieri stretH, are only 
to be learned at Courts ; and inAst be well learaed 
by whoever would either shine or thrive in them. 
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Though they do not change the nature, they smooth 
and soften the manners of mankind. Vigilance, 
dexterity, and flexibility supply the place of natural 
force; and it is the ablest mind, not the strongest 
body, that prevails there. Monsieur and Madame 
Fogliani will, I am sure, show you all the politeness 
of Courts ; for I know no better bred people than 
they are. Domesticate yourself there while you stay 
at Naples, and lay aside the English coldness and 
formality. Y ou have also a letter to Comte Mahony, 
whose house I hope you frequeqt, as it is the resort 
of the best company. His sister, Madame Bulkeley, 
is now here, and had I known of your going so soon 
to Naples, I would have got you, ex abundanti, a 
letter from her to her brother. The conversation of 
the modems in the evening is full as necessary for 
you, as that of the ancients in the morning. 

You would do well, while you are at Naples, to 
read some very short history of that kingdom. Tt 
has had great variety of masters, and has occasioned 
many wars ; the general history of which will en- 
able you to ask many proper questions, and to receive 
useful informations in return. Inquire into the 
manner and form of that government ; for constitu- 
tion it has none, being an absolute one; but the 
most absolute governments have certain customs 
and forms, which are more or less observed by their 
respective tyrants. In China it is the fashion for 
the Emperors, absolute as they are, to govern with 
justice and equity; as in the other orienttd mo- 
narchies it is the custom to govern by violence and 
cruelty. The King of France, as absolute, in fact, 
as any of them, is by custom only more gentle ; for 
T know of no constitutional bar to his will. England 
is now the only monarchy in the world that can 
properly be said to have a constitution ; for the peo- 
ple’s rights and liberties are secured by laws. I 
cannot reckon Sweden and Poland to be monarchies. 
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those two Kin{^ havixii; little more to say than the 
Doge of Venice. I do not presume to suy any thing 
of the constitution of the Enmire to you, who are 
j urisperitorum Germanicorum jacile princeps. 

Whiten you write to me, which, by the way, you 
do pretty seldom, tell me rather whom you see, than 
what you see. Inform me of your evening transac- 
tions and acquaintances; where, and how you pass 
your evenings ; what English people you meet with, 
and a hint of their characters ; what people of learn- 
ing you have made acquaintance with ; and, if you 
will trust me with so important an affair, what belle 
passion inflames you. I interest myself most in 
what personally concerns you most ; and this is a 
veiy critical year in your life. To talk like a vir- 
tuoso, your canvass is, 1 think, a good one, and 
Raphael Harte has drawn tlie outlines admirably; 
nothing is now wanting but the colouring of Titian, 
and the Graces, the morbidezza of Guido ; but that 
is a great deal. You must get them soon, or you 
will never get them at all. Per la lingua Italiana 
sono sicuro chella n^e adesso professors, a segno tale 
ch*io non ardisca dirle altra cosa in quella lingua se 
mm. Addio. 


LETTER CXC. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, April the 36th, O. S. 1750. 
As your journey to Paris approaches, and as that 
period wiU, one way or another, be of infinite conse- 
quence to you, my letters will henceforwards be 
principally calculated for that meridian. You will 
be left there to your own discretion, instead of Mr, 
Harters ; and you will allow me,t 1 am sure, to dis. 
trust a little the discretion of eighteen. You will 
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find in the Academy a number of youngs fellows 
much less discreet than yourself. Tliese will all be 
your acquaintances; but look about you first and 
inquire into their respective characters, before you 
form any connections amonj^ them; and, cofteris 
paribust sinj^le out those of the most considerable 
rank and family. Show them a disting^uishing at- 
tention; by which means you will get into their 
respective houses, and keep the best company. All 
those French young fellows are excessively Hourdis: 
be upon your guard against scrapes and quarrels : 
have no corpoml pleasantries with them, no jeux de 
main, no coups de chamhriere, which frecjucntly bring 
on quarrels. Be as lively as they, it you please, 
but at the same time Ihj a little wiser than they. 
As to letters, you will find most of them ignorant ; 
do not reproach them with that ignorance, nor make 
them feel your superiority. It is not their fault, 
they are all bred up for the army ; but, on the other 
hand, do not allow their ignorance and idleness to 
break in upon those morning hours which you may 
be able to allot to your serious studies. No breakfast- 
ings with them, which consume a great deal of time ; 
but tell them (not magisterially and sententiously) 
that you will read two or three hours in the morn- 
ing, and that for the rest of the day you are very 
much at their service. Though, by the w ay, I hope 
you will keep wiser company in the evenings. 

I must insist upon your never going to what is 
allied the English coflfee-house at Paris, which is the 
resort of all the scrub English, and also of the fugi- 
tive and attainted Scotch and Irish : party quarrels 
and drunken squabbles are very frequent there; 
and I do not know a more degrading place in all 
Paris. Coffee-houses and taverns are by no means 
Creditable at Paris. Be cautiously upon your guard 
against the infinite number of fine-dressed and fine- 
spoken chevaliers dHndustrie and aventuriers, which 
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swarm at Paris; and keep every body civilly at 
arm^s length, of whose real character or rank you are 
not previously informed. Monsieur le Comte or 
Monsieur le Chevalier in a handsome laced coat, 
tit tres him mis, accosts you at the play, or some 
other public place; he conceives at first sijjht an 
infinite regard for you, he sees that you are a stranger 
of the first distinction, he offers you his services, and 
wishes nothing more ardently than to contribute, as 
far as may be in his little power, to procure you les 
ttf/remens de. Paris. He is acquainted with some 
ladies of condition, qai prefcrent uns petite societe 
agreable, et des petits soupers aimables tVnonneies gens, 
au tunmlte et a fa dissipation de Paris; and he will 
with the greatest pleasure imaginable have the ho- 
nour of introducing you to these ladies of quality. 
Well, if you were to accept of this kind offer, and go 
with liim, you would fina au troisieme a handsome, 
])ainlcd, lUid p — d strumpet, in a tarnished silver or 
gold second-hand robe; playing a sham party at 
cards for livres, with three or four sharpers well 
dressed enough, and dignified by the titles of Mar- 
quis, Comte, and Chevalier. I’he liwly receives you 
in the most polite and gracious manner, and with 
all those compliments de routim which every French 
woman has equally. Though she loves retirement 
and shuns le grand mmide, yet she confesses herself 
obliged to the Marquis for having procured her so 
inestimable, so accomplished au acqmiintance as 
yourself ; but her concern is how to amuse you, for 
she never suffers play at her house above a livre; 
if you can amuse yourself with that low play till 
supper, d la bonne keure. Accordingly you sit down 
to that little play, at which the good company takes 
care that you shall win fifteen or sixteen livres, which 
gives them an opportunity of celebrating both your 
good luck, and your good play. •Supper comes up, 
and a good one it is, upon the strength of your 
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beings to pay for it. La Marquise en fait les hou- 
neurs au mieux, talks sentiments, mvurs, et morale ; 
interlarded with enjouement, and accompanied with 
some oblique og^les, which bid you not despair in 
time. After supper, pharaon, lansquenet, or quinze 
happen accidcntmly to be mentioned : the Chevalier 
proposes playing at one of them for half an hour ; 
the Marquise exclaims against it, and vows she will 
not suffer it, but is at last prevailed upon by being 
assured que ce ne sera que four des riens. Then the 
wished.for moment is come, the operation begins : 
you are cheated, at best, of all the money in your 
])ocket, and if you stay late, very probably robbed 
of your watch and snuffbox, possibly murdered for 
greater security. This, 1 can assure you, is not an 
exaggerated, but a literal description of what hap- 
pens every day to some raw and inexperienc^ 
stranger at Paris. Remember to receive all these 
civil gentlemen, who take such a fancy to you at 
first sight, very coldly, and take care always to be 
previously engaged, whatever party they propose to 
you. You may happen sometimes in very great 
and good companies to meet with some dexterous 
gentlemen, who may be very desirous, and also very 
sure, to win your money, if they can hut engage you 
to play with them. Therefore lay it down as an in- 
variable rule never to play with men, but only with 
women of fashion, at low play, or with women and 
men mixed. But at the some time, whenever you 
are asked to play deeper than you would, do not 
refuse it gravely and sententiously, alleging the 
folly of sti&ing what would be very inconvenient to 
one to lose, against what one does not want to win ; 
but parry those invitations ludicrously, et en badinant. 
Say that if vou were sure to lose, you might possibly 
play, but that as you may os well win, you dread 
Uemharras des richisses ever since you have seen what 
an incumbrance they were to poor Harlequin, and 
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that therefore you ore determined never to venture 
the winning above two Louis a day : this sort of 
light trifling way of declining invitations to vice and 
lolly, is more becoming your age, and at the same 
time more effectual, than grave philosophical re- 
fusals. A young fellow who seems to have no will 
of his own, and who does every thing that is asked 
of him, is called a very good-natured, but at the 
same time is thought a very silly young fellow. Act 
wisely, upon solid principles, and from true motives, 
but keep them to yourself, and never talk senten- 
tiously. When you are invited to drink, say you 
wish you could, but that so little makes you both 
drunk and sick, que le jeu ne vaut jm la chandelle. 

Pmy show great attention, and make your court to 
Monsieur de la Gueriniere ; he is well with Prince 
Charles, and many people of the first distinction at 
Paris ; his commendations will raise your character 
there, not to mention, that his favour will be of use 
to you in the Academy itself. For the reasons which 
I mentioned to you in my last, I would have you be 
interm in the Academy for the first six months ; but 
after that, I promise you that you shall have lodgings 
of your own dans un htdel gamiy if in the mean time 
I liear well of you, and that you frequent, and are 
esteemed in, the best French companies. Y ou want 
nothing now, thunk God, but exterior advantages, 
that last polish, that toumure du monde, and those 
graces, which are so necessary to adorn, and give 
efficacy to the most solid merit. They are only to 
be acquired in the best companies, and better in the 
best French companies than in any other. You 
will not want opportunities, for I shall send you 
letters, that will establish you in the most distin- 
guished companies, not only of the bmu monde^ but 
of the bmux esprits too. Dedicate therefore, 1 beg 
of you, that whole year to your*own advantage and 
final improvement, and do not be diverted from 
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those objects by idle dissipations^ low seduction, or 
bad example. Alter that year, do whatever you 
please ; I will interfere no longer in your conduct. 
For 1 am sure both you and .1 shall be safe then. 

Adieu. 


LETTER CXCI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, April the 30th, O. S. 17.')0. 
Mr. flARTE, who in all his letters gives you some 
dash of panegyric, told me in his last a thing that 
pleases me extremely; which was, that at Rome 
you luul constantly preferred the established Italian 
assemblies, to the English conventicles set up against 
tliem by dissenting English ladies. That shows 
sense, and tliat you know what you are sent abroad 
for. It is of much more consequence to know the 
Morea mulforum homhmm than the Urbes. Pray con- 
tinue this judicious conduct wherever you go, espe- 
cially at Paris, where, instead oi* thirty, you will find 
above three hundred English, herding together, and 
conversing with no one French body. 

The life of les Milards Anglois is regularly, or if 
you will irregularly, this. As soon as they rise, 
which is veiy late, they breakfast together, to the 
utter loss oi' two good morning hours. Then they 
go by coach fulls to the Palais, the Invalides, and 
Notre-Dame; from thence to the English coftee- 
house, where they make up their tavern party for 
dinner. From dinner, where they drink ({uick, they 
adjourn in clusters to the play, where they crowd up 
the stage, drest up in very fine clothes, very ill made by 
a Scotch or Irish tailor. From the play to the tavern 
a^in, where they get very drunk, and where they 
either (juarrel among themselves, or sally forth, com- 
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mit some riot in the streets, and are taken up by the 
watch. Those who do not speak French before they 
go are sure to learn none there. Their tender vows 
are addressed to their Irish laundress, unless by 
chance some itinerant English woman, eloped from 
her husband, or her creditors, defrauds her of them. 
Thus, they return home, more petulant, but not more 
informed, than when they left it ; and show, as they 
think, their improvement, by affectedly both speak- 
ing and dressing in broken French. 

Huuc tu liomane caveto. 

Connect yourself, whUe you are in France, en- 
tirely with the French; improve yourself with the 
old, divert yourself with the young ; conform cheer- 
fully to their customs, even to their little follies, but 
not to their vices. Do not however remonstrate or 
preach against them, ibr remonstrances do not suit 
with your age. In h’rench companies in general you 
will not find much learning, therefore take care not 
to brandish yours in their faces. People hate those 
who make them feel their own inferiority. Conceal 
all your learning carefully, and reserve it for the 
company of les Gem d^Eglixe, or les Gens de Robe; 
and even then let them rather extort it from you, 
than find you over willing to draw it. You are then 
thought, trom that seeming unwillingness, to have 
still more knowledge than it may be you really have, 
and with the additional merit of modesty into the 
bargain. A man who talks of, or even hints at, his 
bonnes fortunes^ is seldom believed, or if believed, 
much blamed: whereas a man who conceals with 
care is of ten supposed to have more than he has, and 
his reputation of discretion gets him others. It is 
just so with a man of learning ; if he affects to show it, 
it is questioned, and he is reckoned only superficial ; 
but if afterwards it appears that*he really has it, he 
is pronounced a pedant. Real merit of any kind, 

u2 
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uhi esl non potest diu celari ; it will be discovered, und 
nothing can depreciate it, but a man’s exhibiting it 
himself. It may not always be rewarded as it ouglit ; 
but it will always be known. You will in gcnonil 
find the women of the beau momle at Paris, more 
instructed than the men, who are bred up singly for 
the army, and thrown into it at twelve or thirteen 
years old ; but then that sort of education, which 
makes them ignorant of books, gives them a great 
knowl(Mlge of the world, an easy address, and polite 
manners. 

Fashion is more tyrannical at Paris than in any 
other ))lace in the world ; it governs even more abso- 
lutely than their King, which is saying a great deal. 
1’he least revolt against it is punished by proscription. 
You must observe, and conform to all the minulies 
of it, if you will be in fashion there yourself ; and if 
you are not in fashion, you are nobody. Get there- 
fore, at all events, into the company of those men 
and women qui donnent le ton ; and though at first 
you should be admitted upon that shining theatre 
only as a mrsona muta, persist, persevere, and you 
will soon nave a part given you. Take great care 
never to tell in one company what you see or hear 
in another, much less to divert the present company 
at the expense of the last; but let discretion and 
secrecy be known parts of your character. I’hey 
will carry you much iarther, and much safer, than 
more shining talents. Be upon your guard against 
ouarrels at Paris; honour is extremely nice there, 
though the asserting of it is exceedingly penal. 
Therefore point de mammises plaisanteriest point de 
jeux de main, et point de raillerie piqumite. 

Paris is the place in the world where, if you please, 
you may the best unite the utile and the dulce. Even 
your pleasures will be your improvements, if you 
take them with the<people of the place, and in high 
life. From what you have hitherto done every where 
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else, I have just reason to believe, that you will do 
every thing you ought at Paris. Remember that it is 
your decisive moment ; whatever you do there will be 
known to thousands here, and your character there, 
whatever it is, will grt before you hither. You will 
meet with it at London. May you and 1 both have 
reason to rejoice at that meeting ! Adieu. 


LETTER CXCII. 

MY DEAR I'RIEIMI), I.oiidon, May the 8th, O. S. 1750. 
At your age the love of pleasures is extremely natu- 
ral, and the enjoyment of them not unbecoming ; 
hut tlie danger, at your age, is mistaking the object, 
and setting out wrong in the pursuit. The character 
ol‘ a man of pleasure dazzles young eyes ; they do 
not see their way to it distinctly, and fall into vice and 
prolUgacy. I remember a strong instance of this a 
great many years ago. A young fellow, determined 
to shine as a man of pleasure, was at the play, called 
the Libertine destroyed, a translation of le Festin dc 
Pierre of Moliere’s. He was so struck with what he 
thought the fine character of the Libertine, that he 
swore he would be the Libertine destroyed. Some 
friends asked hipi, whetljcr he had not better con- 
tent himself with being only the Libertine, without 
being destroyed? to which he answered with great 
warmth, “ No, for that being destroyed was the per- 
fection of the whole.” This, extravagant as it seems 
in this light, is really the case ol‘ many an unfortu- 
nate young fellow, who, captivated by the name of 
pleasures, rushes indiscriminately, and without taste, 
into them all, and is finally destroyed, I am not 
stoically advising, nor parsonitfally preaching to 
you, to be a Stoic at your age; far from it: I am 
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pointing out to you the paths to pleasures, and am 
endeavouring only to quicken and heighten them 
lor you. Enjoy pleasures, but let them be your 
own, and then you will taste them : but adopt none ; 
trust to nature for genuine ones. The pleasures that 
you would feel, you must earn ; the man who gives 
himself up to all, feels none sensibly. Sardanapalus, 
I am convinced, never in his life felt any. Those 
only who join serious occupations with pleasures, 
leel either as they should do. Alcibiades, though 
addicted to the most shameful excesse.s, gave some 
time to philosophy, and some to business. Julius 
Cffisar joined business with pleasure so properly, 
that they mutually assisted each other ; and, though 
he was the husband of oil the wives at Rome, he 
found time to be one of the best Scholai*s, almost 
the best Orator, an<l absolutely the best General 
there. An uninterrupted life of pleasures is as insi- 

{ )id as contemptible. Some hours given every day 
o serious business must whet both the mind and 
the .senses, to enjoy those of pleasure. A surfeited 
glutton, an emaciated sot, and an enervated, rotten 
whoremaster, never enjoy the pleasures to which they 
devote themselves; they are only so many human 
sacriiices to false Gods. The pleasures of low life 
are all of this mistaken, merely sensual, and dis- 
graceful nature ; whereas those of high life, and in 
good company (though possibly in themselves not 
more moral) are more delicate, more refined, less 
dangerous, and less disgraceful ; and, in the com- 
mon course of things, not reckoned disgraceful at all. 
In short, pleasure must not, nay cannot, be the busi- 
ness of a man of sense and character ; but it may be, 
and is, his relief, his reward. It is particularly so 
with regard to the women, who have the utmost con- 
tempt for those men, that, having no character nor 
consideration with their own sex, frivolously pass 
their whole time in ruelles, and at toilettes. They 
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look upon them as their lumber, and remove them 
whenever they can get l)ettcr furniture. Women 
choose their favourites more by the ear than by any 
other of* their senses, or even their understandings, 
'rhe Alan whom they hear the most commended by 
the men, will always be the best received by them. 
Such a conquest flatters their vanity, and vanity is 
their universal, if not their strongest passion. A 
distinguished shining character is irresistible with 
them ; they crowd to, nay, they even quarrel for the 
danger, in hopes of the triumjih. Though by the 
way (to use a vulgar expression) she who conquers 
only catches a tartar, and becomes the slave of her 
captive. Alais <fesl fa leur affaire. Divide your 
time between useful occupations and elegant pleii- 
sures. The morning seems to belong to study, busi- 
ness, or serious conversations with men of learning 
and figure ; not that I exclude an occasional hour at 
a toilette. From sitting down to dinner, the proper 
business of the day is pleasure, unless real business, 
which must never be postponed for pleasure, hap- 
pens accidentally to interfere. In good company, 
the pleasures of the table arc always carried to a 
certain point of delicacy and gratification, but never 
to excess and riot. Plays, operas, balls, suppers, 
gay conversations in polite imd cheerful companies, 
properly conclude the evenings ; not to mention the 
tender looks that you may direct, and the sighs that 
you may offer, upon these several occasions, to some 
propitious or unpropitious female Deity ; whose cha- 
racter and manners will neither disgrace nor corrupt 
yours. This is the life of a man of real sense and 
pleasure ; and by this distribution of your time, and 
choice of your pleasures, you will be equally caiali- 
fied for the busy, or the beau motide. You see I am 
not rigid, and do not require that you and I should 
be of the same sq^^e. What I say* to you, therefore, 
should have the more weight, as coming from a friend, 
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not R father. But, low company, and their low vices, 
their indecent riots, and profligacy, I never will bear, 
nor forgive. 

I have lately received two volumes of Treatises, 
in German and Latin, from Hawkins, with your 
orders, under your own hand, to take care of them 
for you, which orders I shall most dutifully and 
nunctually obey; and they wait for you in my 
library, together with your great collection of rare 
books, which your mamma sent me upon removing 
from her old house. 

I hope you not only keep up, but improve in 
your German, for it will be of great use to you when 
you come into business, and the more so, as you will 
be almost the only Englishman who either can speak 
or understand it. Pray speak it constantly to all 
Germans, wherever you meet them, jmd you will 
meet multitudes of them at Paris. Is Italian now 
become easy and familiar to you ? Can you speak it 
with the same fluency that you can speak Geiinan ? 
You cannot conceive what an advantage it will give 
you, in negotiations, to possess Italian, German, and 
French, perfectly, so as to understand all the force 
and Jinessa of those three languages. If two men of 
equal talents negotiate together, he who best under, 
stands the language in which the negotiation is car- 
ried on, will infallibly get the better of the other. 
The si^ification ana force of one single word is 
often of great consequence in a treaty, and even in 
a letter. 

Kemember the graces^ for without them ogni fatica 
c mm. Adieu, 
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LETTER CXCm. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 17th, O. 8. 1760. 
Your apprenticeship is near out, and you are soon 
to set up for yourself ; that approaching moment is 
a critical one for you, and an anxious one for me. 
A tradesman, who would succeed in his way, must 
begin by establishing a character of integrity and 
good manners : without the former, nobody will go 
to his shop at all ; without the latter, nobody will 
go there twice. This rule does not exclude the fair 
arts of trade. He may sell his goods at the best 
price he can, within certain bounds. He may avail 
iiimself of the humour, the whims, and the fantastical 
tastes of his customers ; but what he warrants to be 
good must be really so, what he seriously asserts 
must be true, or his firat fraudulent profits will soon 
end in a bankruptcy. It is the same in higher life, 
and in the great business of the world. A man who 
does not smidly establish, and really deserve, a cha- 
racter of truth, probity, good manners, and good 
morals, at his first setting out in the world, may 
impose, and shine like a meteor for a very short 
time, but will very soon vanish, and be extinguished 
with contempt. People easily pardon, in young 
men, the common irregularities of the senses ; but 
they do not forgive the least vice of the heart. The 
heart never grows better by age ; I fear rather worse, 
always harder. A young liar will be an old one ; 
and a young knave will only be a greater knave as 
he grows older. But should a bad young heart, 
accompanied with a good head (which, by the way, 
very seldom is the case) really reform in a more 
advanced age, from a consciousness of its folly, as 
well as of its guilt ; such a conversion would only be 
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thought prudential and political, but never sincere. 

I hope in God, and I verily believe, that you want 
no moral virtue. But the possession of all the moral 
virtues, in avlu primo, as tne logicians call it, is not 
Buflicient ; you must have them in actn secimdo too : 
nay, that is not sufficient neither; you must have 
the reputation of them also. Your character in the 
world must be built upon that solid foundation, or 
it will soon fall, and upon your own head. You 
cannot therefore be too careful, too nice, too scrupu- 
lous, in establishing this character at first, upon 
whicli your whole depends. Let no conversation, 
no example, no fashion, no hon mol, no silly desire of 
seeming to be above, what most knaves, and many 
fools, call prejudices, ever tempt you to avow, excuse, 
extenuate, or laugh at the least breach of morality ; 
but show uf)on all occiLsions, and take all occasions 
to show a detestation luid abhorrence of it. There, 
though young, you ought to be strict; and there 
only, while young, it becomes you to be strict and 
severe. But there too, spare the persons, while you 
lash the crimes. All this relates, as you easily judge, 
to the vices of the heart, such as lying, fraud, envy, 
malice, detraction, &c. and I do not extend it to the 
little frailties of youth, flowing from high spirits, and 
warm blood. It would ill become you, at your age, 
to declaim against them, and sententiously censure 
a gallantry, an accidental excess of the table, a frolic, 
an inadvertency : no, keep as free from them your- 
self as you can; but say nothing against them in 
others. They certainly mend by time, often by reo- 
son ; and a man’s worldly character is not affected 
by them, provided it be pure in all other respects. 

To come now to a point of much less, but yet of 
very great consequence, at your first setting out. Be 
extremely upon your guard against vanity, the com- 
mon failing of unexperienced youth ; but particularly 
against that kind of vanity, that dubs a man a cox- 
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comb; a t^liaractcr which, once acquired, is more 
indelible than that of the priesthood. It is not to be 
imagined by how many different ways vanity defeats 
its own purposes. One man decides peremptorily 
upon every subject, betrays his ignorance upon 
many, and shows a disgusting jiresumption upon 
1 lie rest. Another desires to appear successful among 
the women; be hints at the encouragement he has 
received, from those of the most distinguished rank 
and beauty, and intimates a particular connexion 
with some one; if it is true, it is ungenerous; if 
I'alse, it is infamous: but in eitlier case he destroys 
tlie rejmtation he wants to get. Some flatter their 
vanity, by litth‘ extraneous objects, which have not 
the least relation to themselves; such as being de- 
sceiidcHl from, related to, or acc|uainted with people 
of distinguished merit, and eminent characters, 
'riiey talk perpetually of their grandfather such-a- 
one, their uncle such-a-one, and their intimate 
friend, Mr. such-a-one, with whom, po.ssibly, they 
are hardly acquainted. Hut admitting it all to be 
as they would have it, what then? Have they the 
more merit for these accidents? Certainly not. On 
the contrary, their taking up adventitious, proves 
lh(;ir want of intrinsic merit ; a rich man never bor- 
row's. 'lake this rule for granteil, as a neverfailing 
one ; That you must never seem to affect the charac- 
ter in which you have a mind to shine. Modesty is 
tlie only sure bait, when you angle for praise. The 
aftectation of courage will make even a brave man 
pass only for a bully ; as the aftectation of wit will 
make a man of parts puss for a coxcomb. By this 
modesty, I do not mean timidity, and awkward 
bashfulness. On the contrary, be inwardly firm and 
steady, know your own value, whatever it may be, 
and act upon that principle ; but take great care to 
let nobody discover, that you do know your own 
value. Whatever real merit you have, other people* 
VOL. n. R 
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will discover ; and peopli' always magnify their own 

discoveries, as they lessen those of others. 

For God’s sake revolve all these things seriously 
in your thoughts, before you launch out alone into 
the ocean of Paris. Recollect the observations that 
you have yourself made upon mankind, compare 
and connect them with my instructions, and then 
act systematically and consequentially from them ; 
not au jour la jminiuu'. Lay your little plan now, 
which you will hereafter extend and improve by 
your own observations, and by the advice of those 
who can never mean to mislcarl you ; I mean Mr. 
Hurte and myself. 


LETTER CXCIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 24th, O. S. 1750 . 

1 RECEIVED yesterday your letter of the 7lh, N. S. 
from Naples, to which place I find you have tnivelled 
classically, critically, and da virtuoso. You did right, 
for whatever is worth seeing at all, is worth seeing 
well, and better than most people see it. It is a 
poor and frivolous excuse, when any thing curious 
is talked of, that one has seen, to say, I saw it, but 
really I did not much mind it. Why did they go to 
see it, if they would not mind it? or why would they 
not mind it when they saw it? Now you are at Na- 
ples, you pass part of your time there, en honnete 
homme, da garhato cavaliere, in the Court, and the 
best companies. I am told that strangers are received 

with the utmost hospitality at Prince que lui il 

fait bonne chere, et que madame la Princesse donne 
ch/h^e entihe ; mais que sa chair est plus que hazardee 
ou mortifiee mmie^ which in plain English means, 
that she is not only tender, but rotten. If this be 
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true, as I am pretty sure it is, one may say to her in 
a literal sense, juvenumque prodis, puhlica cura. 

Mr. Haile informs me that you are clothed in 
sumptuous apparel ; a young fellow should be so, 
especially abroad, where fine clotlies arc so generally 
the fashion. Next to their being fine, they should 
be well made, and worn easily ; for a man is only 
the less genteel lor a fine coat, if in wearing it he 
shows a regard for it, and is not as easy in it as if it 
were a plain one. 

I Uiank you for your drawing, which I am impa- 
tient to see, and which 1 shall hang up in a new 
gallery that 1 am building at Blackheath, and very 
fond of ; but I am still more impatient lor another 
copy, which I wonder I have not yet received, I mean 
the copy of your countenance. I believe, were that 
a whole length, it would still fall a good deal short 
of the dimensions of the drawing after Dominichino, 
w'hich you say is about eight feet high ; atul J take 
you, as well as myself, to be one of the family of the 
Picv.olomini. Mr. Bathurst tells me, that he thinks 
you rather taller than I am ; if so, you may very 
possibly get up to five feet eight inches, which I 
would compound for, though 1 would wish you five 
feet ten. In truth, what do I not wish you, that has 
a tendency to perfection? 1 say a tendency only, for 
absolute perfection is not in human nature, so that it 
would be idle to w'ish it. But I am very willing to 
compound for your coming nearer to perfection, than 
the generality of your cotemporaries: without a 
compliment to you, I think you bid fair for that. 
Mr. Harte afiirms (and, if it were consistent with his 
character, would 1 believe swear), that you have no 
vices of the heart ; you have undoubtedly a stock 
both of ancient and modern learning, which, I will 
venture to say, nobody of your age has, and which 
must now daily increase, do wlAit you will. What 
then do you want towards that practicable degree of 
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perfectum which I wish you? Nothirifr, but the 
knowledge, the tuni, and the manners of* the world ; 
I mean the beau momle. These, it is impossible that 
you can yet have quite ri^ht; they are not jj^iven, 
they must be learned. But then, on the other hand, 
it is impossible not to a(;<piire them, if' one has a 
mind to them; for they are acquired insensibly, by 
keepin}^ j»-ood company, if* one has but the least 
attention to their characters and miumers. Every 
man becomes, to a certain decree, what the people 
he frenerally converses with are. ‘ He catches their 
air, their manners, and even their way of* thinking;. 
If* he observes with attention, he will eatch them 
soon, but if* he does not, he will at long run contract 
them insensibly. 1 know nothing in the world but 
poetry, that is not lobe ac<|uirt?d by a})j)lication and 
(!are. 'I’he sum total of this is a very comfortable 
one for you, as it plainly amounts to this, in your 
favour; that you now' w'anl nothing but what even 
your pleasures, if they are liberal ones, will teach 
you. I congratulate both you and myself, upon 
your being in such a situation, that, excepting your 
exercises, nothing is now wanting b\it j)leasures to 
complete you. Take them, but (as 1 am sure you 
will) with people of the first fashion, wherever you 
are, and tlu; business is done; your exercises at 
Baris, which J am sure you will attend to, will sup- 
ple and f'ashion your body ; and the comj)any you 
will keej) there will, with some degree of observation 
on your jiart, soon give you their air, address, man- 
ners, in short, h Ion de la bonne compagnie. Let not 
those considerations, however, make you vain ; they 
are only between you and me : but as they are very 
comfortable ones, they may justly give you a manly 
assurance, a firmness, a steadiness, w ithout which a 
man can neither be well bred, or in any light appear 
to advantage, or reaily what he is. They may justly 
remove all timidity, awkward hashfulness, low diffi- 
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(lence ol‘ onti’s self, and mean abject, complaisance 
to (‘.very or any body’s opinion. La liruyere says, 
very truly, on na vaut dans ce mande, que cc qnc Von veut 
valoir: it is a right principle to proceed upon in the 
world, taking care only to guiird against the appear- 
ances, and outward symptoms of vanity. Your 
whole then, you see, turns upon the company you 
keej) for the future. 1 have laid you in a variety of 
the best at Paris, where, at your arrival, you will 
find a cargo of letters, to very different sorts of peo- 
ple, as beaux esprils, savants^ et belles dames. These, 
if you will frequent them, will form you, not only 
by their examples, but by their advice, and admoni- 
tions in private, as I have desired them to do ; and 
consecjuently add to what you have, the only one 
thing now needful. 

Pray tell me what Italian books you have read, 
and whether that language is now become familiar 
to you. Read Ariosto luid Tasso through, and then 
you will have read all the Italian poets, who, in my 
opinion, are worth reading. In all events, when you 
get to Paris, take a good Itidiaii master to read Ita- 
lian with you three times a week ; not only to keep 
what you have already, which you would otherwise 
forget, but also to perfect you in the re.st. It is a 
great pleasure, as well a.s a great advimtage, to be 
able to speak to people of all nations, and well, in 
their own language. Aim at perfection in every 
thing, though in most things it is unattainable; 
however, they who aim at it, and persevere, will 
come much nearer it, than those, whose laziness and 
despondency make them give it up as unattainable. 
Magnis tamm excidit ausis is a degree of praise which 
will always attend a noble and sbining temerity, and 
a much iKJtter sign in a young fellow, than serpere 
humiy tutus nimium timidmque procelloi. For men, 
as well as women. 
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lioni to be coutroll’d, 

Stoop to the forward and the hold. 

A man who sets out in the world with real timidity 
tind diffidence has not an equal chance in it; he 
will he discouraj*ed, put hy, or trampled upon. Ikit, 
to succeed, a man, especially a younj; one, should 
have inward firmness, steadiness, and intrej)idily ; 
with exterior modesty, and aemning diffidence, lie 
must modestly, hut resolutely, assert his own rij;;hts 
and privileges. Suaviter in modo, hut fortiler in re. 
lie should have an apparent frankness, and open- 
ness, hut with in wart! caution and closeness. All 
these thinijs will come to you hy frecjuentinj; and 
ohservinj; ^ood eom])any. And by good company, 

I mean that sort of company, which is called good 
company hy t'vt'ry body of that place. When all 
this is ov(‘,r, \\v shall meet; and then we will talk 
over, tet(uUe((‘, the various little finishing strokes, 
which conversati<m and acquaintance occasionally 
suggest, and whicli cannot he methodically written. 

'I'ell Mr. 1 1 arte that T have received his two letters 
of the 2d and 8th, N. S. wliich, as soon as I have 
rec('ived a third, 1 will answer. Adieu, my dear! I 
find you will do. 


LETTER CXCV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, J^ondon, June the *)th, 0. S. I7b0. 

1 HAVE rect'ived your picture, which I have long 
waited for with impatience; I wanted to see your 
countenance, from whence I am very apt, as I believe 
most people are, to form some general opinion of the 
mind . If the painter has taken you, as well avS he has 
<lone Mr. JIarte (for his picture is by far the most 
like 1 ever saw in my life), I draw good conclusions 
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iVoni your countenance, which has both spirit and 
finesse in it. Tn bulk you are pretty well increased 
since I saw you ; if your height is not increased in 
proportion, I desire that you will make haste to 
complete it. Seriously, 1 believe that your exercises 
at Palis will make you shoot up to a good size ; your 
legs, by all accounts, seem to promise it. Dancing 
excepted, the wholesome part is the best part of 
those academical exercises. Ih dnjraissenl leur 
homme. A propits of exercises; 1 have prepared 
every thing for your reception at Monsieur de la 
(jucriniere*s, and your room, &,c. will be ready at 
your arrival. I am sure you must be sensible how 
much better it will be for you to be interne in the 
Academy, for the first six or seven months at hiast, 
than to be cti hotel tjarniy at some distance from it, 
and obliged to go to it every morning, let the w eather 
be what it will, not to mention the loss of time too ; 
besides, by living and boarding in the Academy, 
you will make an accpiainiance with half the young 
ftdlows of fashion at Paris ; and in a very little while 
be looked upon as one of them in all French comiuu 
nies ; an advantage that has never yet happened to 
any one Englishman that 1 hav<*. known. I am sure 
you do not suppose that the difference of the expense, 
which is but a trifle, has any weight with me in this 
resolution. You have the French language so per- 
fectly, and you will acquire the French (ournure so 
soon, that I do not know any body likely to pass 
his time so well at Paris as yourself. Our young 
countrymen have generally too little h’rench, and loo 
bad address, either to present themselves, or be well 
received in the best French companies; and, as a 
proof of it, there is no one instance of an English- 
maifs having ever been suspected of a gallantry 
with a French woman of condition, though every 
French woman of condition is more than suspected 
of having a gallantry. But they take up with the 
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disj^raceful and dangerous commerce of prostitutes, 
actresses, dancing women, and that sort of trash; 
though, if they liad common atldress, better achieve- 
ments would he extremely easy. Un arrangement, 
which is in plain English a gallantry, is, at Paris, 
as necessary a part of a woman of fashion’s estab- 
lishment, as her house, table, coach, &c. A young 
fellow must therefore lie a very awkward one, to be 
reduced to, or of a very singular taste, to prefer drabs 
and danger to a commerce (in the course of the world 
not disgraceful) with a woman of health, education, 
and rank. Nothing sinks a young man into low 
company, both of men and women, so surely as 
timidity, and diffidence of himself. Tf he thinks 
that he shall not, he may depend upon it, he will 
not [)lease. But with proper endeavours to please, 
and a degree of persuasion that he shall, it is almost 
certain that he will. How many people does one 
meet with every whei*e, who with very moderate 
parts, and very little knowledge, push themselves 
pretty far, singly by being sanguine, enterprising, and 
persevering? They will hike no denial from man or 
woman ; difficulties do not discourage them ; repulsed 
twice or thrice, they rally, they charge again, and 
nine times in ten prevail at hist. The same means 
will much sooner, and more certainly, attain the same 
ends, with your parts and knowledge. You have a 
fiintl, to be sanguine upon, and good forces to rally. 
In business (talents supposed) nothing is more effec- 
tual, or successful, than a good, though concealed, 
opinion of one’s self, a firm resolution, and an un- 
wearied perseverance. None but madmen attempt 
impossibilities ; and whatever is possible is one way 
or another to be brought about. If one methcKl fails, 
try another, and suit your methods to the characters 
you have to do with. At the treaty of the Pyrenees, 
which Cardinal Mazarin, and Don Louis de Haro, 
concluded, dam Vhlc des Faisaus ; the latter carried 
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some very important points by liis constant and cool 
perseverance. 

The Cardinal had all the Italian vivacity iind im- 
patience ; Don 1 iouis all the Spanish ])hlef*‘m and 
tenaciousness. The point which the Cardinal had 
most at heart was, to hinder the reestablishment of 
the Prince of Conde, liis implacable enemy ; but he 
was in haste to conclude, and impatient to return to 
Court, where absence is ahvays dangerous. Don 
liouis observed this, and never failed at every con- 
ference to brin^ the afl'air of the Prince of Conde 
upon the tapis. The (Cardinal for some time refused 
even to treat upon it ; Don Louis, with the same sens 
froid, as constantly persisted, till he at last prevailed; 
contrary to the intentions and the interest both of the 
Cardinal and of his Court. Sense must flislin^uish 
between what is impossible, and what is only difficult; 
and spirit and perseverance will get the belter of the 
latter. Every man is to be had one way or anotlier, 
and every woman almost any way. 1 must not omit 
one thing, which is previously necessary to this, and 
indeetl to every thing else; whi(rh is attention, a 
flexibility of attention ; never to be wholly engrossed 
by any past or future object, but instantly directeil 
to the jiresent one, be it what it will. An absent 
man can make but few observations; and those will 
be disjointed and imperfect ones, as half the circum- 
stances must necessarily escape him. He can pursue 
nothing steadily, because liis absences make him 
lose his way. They are very disagreeable, and hardly 
to be tolerated in old age ; but, in youth, they can- 
not be forgiven. If you find that you have the least 
tendency to them, pray watch yourself very carefully, 
and you may prevent them now ; but if you let them 
grow into a habit, you will find it very difficult to 
cure them hereafter ; and a worse distemper I do not 
know. • 

I heard with great satisfaction the other day, trom 
one who has been lately at Home, that nobody was 
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belter received in the best companies, than yourself, 
"[’he same thinj;, 1 dare say, will happen to you at 
Paris ; where tliey are particularly kind to all stran- 
yjers, who will be civil to them, and show a desire of 
pleasinjj. But they must be flattered a little, not 
only by words, but by a seemin" preference given 
to their country, their manners, anti their customs ; 
which is but a very small price to pay for a very 
good recej)tion. Were I in Afrit^a, I would pay it 
to a negro for his good-will. Adieu. 


L UTTER CXCVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, .lune the lltli, O. S. 17/>0. 
"Fhe President Montestiuieu (whom you will be ac- 
<(uuinled with at Paris) after having laid down, in 
his book de I’ Esprit des Loix, the nature and princL 
pies of tlie three difterent kinds of government, viz. 
the tl(!mocratical, the monarchical, and the despotic ; 
treats of the education necessary f()r each respective 
form. His chapter upon the education projxjr for 
the monarchical, T thought worth transcribing, and 
seiuling to you. Y ou will observe that the monarchy 
which he has in his eye is France. 

• Ce n’est point dans les maisons publiques oii 
Ton instruit I’enfiUice, que Pon re 9 oit dans les mo- 
narchies la principale education ; c’est lorsque Pon 
entre dans le mondc que Peducatioii en quelque 
fa^on commence. Ld est Pecole de ce cnie f’on ap- 
pelle Phonneur, ce luaitre universel, qui doit partout 
nous conduire. 

* In nionarcliieg, the urincipal branch of education is not 
taught in collegeg or acatiemieg. It commences, in some mea- 
sure, at our setting out in the world ; for this is the school of 
what we call honour, that universal preceptor, wliich ought every 
where to he our guide. 
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C^est la que Pon voit et que I’on enteiicl toujours 
dire trois choses, qu’il faut mettre dans les vertus 
une eertaiiie noblesse, dans les mwurs une certaine 
franchise, dans les manitkcs une certaine politesse. 

Les vertus qu’on nous y nionlre sont toujoui's 
irioins ce que Pon doit aux autres, que ce que Pon 
se doit ii soi-meme, dies ne sont pas tant ce qui nous 
appelle vers nos concitoyens, que ce qui nous en 
distingue. 

On n’y juge pas les actions des hommes commes 
bonnes, mais comme belles; comme justes, mais 
comme grandes ; comme raisonnables, mais comme 
extraordinaires. 

Des que Plionneur y pent trouver quelque chose 
de noble, il est ou le juge qui les rend legitimes, ou 
le sophiste qui les justifie. 

11 permet la galanterie lorsqu’elle est unie a Pidee 
des sentiniens du cosur, ou d Pidec dc conquete ; el 
c’est la vraie raison pour laquelle les moDurs ne sont 
jamais si pures dans les monarchies, que dans les 
gouvememens republicains. 

II j)ermet la ruse, lorsqu’elle est joinle a Pidee de 

Here it is that we constantly bear three rules or maxims ; vi/.. 
that wo should have a certain nobleness in our virtues, a kind 
of frankness in our morals, and a particular politeness in our 
behaviour. 

The virtues we are here taught are less what we owe to 
others, than to ourselves ; they are not so much what draws us 
towards society, as what distinguishes us from our fellow citizens. 

Here the actions of men are judged, not as virtuous, but as 
shining; not as just, but as great; not as reasonable, but as 
extraordinary. 

When honour here meets with any thing noble in our actions, 
it is either a judge that approves them, or a sophister by whom 
they are excused. 

It allows of gallantry, when united with the idea of sensible 
affection, or with that of conquest ; this is the reason why we 
never meet with so strict a purity of morals in monarchies, as in 
republican governments. 

It allows of cunning and craft, when joined with the notion of 
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la p^randcur de I’esprit ou de la fp-andeur des aftaires, 
(ronime dans la politicpie dont les finesses ne Tot- 
fensent pas. 

II ne defend Padulation qiie lorsqu’elle csl separee 
dc Pidee d’une grande fortune, et n’est jointe qu’au 
sentiment de sa j)ropre bassessc. 

A Pegard des inteurs, j*ai dit (pie Peducation des 
monarchies doit y mettre une certaine franchise. On 
y veut done de la verite dans les discours. Mais 
eshcc par amour pour elle ? point du tout. On la 
veut parce qiPun homme qui est accoutiiine a la 
dire parol 1 etre hardi et lihre. Kn effet, un tel homme 
semhle ne dependre que ties choses, cl non pas de 
la maniere dont un autre les ret^oit. 

C’cst ce qui fait qu’autant qu’on y rccommande 
cette espece de franchise, autant on y meprise celle 
du pcuple, qui n’a (pie la verite et la simplicih' pour 
ohj(*t. 

Enfin Peducation dans les monarchies exige dans 
les manieres uiie certaine politesse. Les hommes 
nes pour vivre ensemble, sont nes aussi pour se 
plaire ; et cclui (jui n’ohserveroit pas les biemseances, 

greatness of sonl or imiwrtance of affairs ; as, for instance, in 
|jolitic8, with whose, finesses it is far from being offended. 

It does not forbid adulation, but when separate from the idea 
of a large fortune, and connected only with the sense of our 
mean cunditiou. 

With regard to morals, T have observed, that the education of 
monarchies ought to admit of a certain frankness and opim car- 
riage. Iruth therefore in conversation is here a necessary point. 
Ilut is it for the sake of truth? By no means. Truth is requisite 
only, because a person habituated to veracity has an air of bold- 
ness and freedom. And indeed, a man of this stamp seems to 
lay a stress only on the things themselves, not on the manner in 
which they are received. 

Hence it is, that in proportion as this kind of frankness is 
commended, that of the common people is despised, which has 
nothing hut truth and, simplicity for its object. 

In fine, the education of monarchies requires a certain polite- 
ness of behaviour. IMnn, a sociable animal, is formed to please 
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clinquant tons ceux avec qui il vivroit, sc rlecredite- 
roit au point qu’il clcviendroit incapable de fairc au- 
ciin bien. 

Mais cc n’est pas d’line source si pure que la poli- 
tesse a coutume de tirer son origine. F<lle nait de 
I’envie de se distinj^uer. C’est par or^^ueil quo nous 
somnics polls : nous nous senlons flattes d’avoir des 
mani(b*es qui prouvent que nous ne somines pas dans 
la bassesse, et quo nous n'avons pas vecu avec cetlc 
sorte de gens que Ton ax aibandonnes dans tons les 
ages. 

Dans les monarchies la politesse ost naituralisee a 
la four. TTn homme cxcessivemcnt grand rend tous 
les autn's pclits. De la les egards que I’on doit ai 
tout le inondc; de-la nait la politesse, qui flatte 
autant ceux qui sont polis que ceux a Pegard de (|ui 
ils Ic sont, parce qu’elle fait comprendre qu’on est de 
la cour, ou qu’on est digne d’en etre. 

L’air de la cour consiste d quitter sa grandeur 
propre pour une grandeur empruntee. Celle-ci flatte 
|)lus un courtisan que la sienne meme. Elle donne 
une ccrtaiiic modestic superbe (|ui se repand au-loin, 

ill society ; and a person tliat would break throug;]» the rules 
decency, so as to shock those he conversed with, would lose the 
public esteem, and become incapable of doing any good. 

but politeness, generally speaking, does not derive its original 
from so pure a source. It rises from a desire of distinguishing 
ourselves. It is pride that renders us polite : we are flattered 
with being taken notice of for a behaviour that shows we are not 
of a mean condition, and that we have not been bred up with 
those who in all ages are considered as the semm of tho people. 

Politeness, in monarchies, is naturalised at (^)urt, one man ex- 
cessively great renders every body else little. Hence that regard, 
which is paid to our fellow subjects; hence that politeness, 
e(|ually pleasing to those by whom, as to those towards whom, 
it is practised ; liecause it gives people to understand, that a per- 
son actually belongs, or at least deserves to belong to the Court. 

A Court air consists in quitting a real fo7>a borrowed greatness. 
The latter pleases the Courtier more than the former. It inspires 
him with a certain disdainful modesty, which shows itself exter- 

VOL. II. S 
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inais clont I’orj^ueil diminue inBensiblement, a pro- 
portion de la distance on Pon est dc la source de 
cette grandeur. 

On trouve a la cour une delicatesse de gout en 
toutes choses, qui vient (Pun usage contiiiuel des 
supcrfluites d’une grande fortune, de la variete et 
surtout de la lassitucie des plaisirs, de la multiplicite, 
<le la confusion meme des fantaisies, qui lorsqu’elles 
sont agreables y sont toujours revues. 

C’est sur toutes ces choses que P education se porte 
]K)ur faire ce qu’on appelle Phonncte homme, qui a 
toutes les qu:uite8 et toutes les vertus que Pon de- 
mande dans ce gouvernemeiit. 

La, Phonneur se melant par-tout entre dans toutes 
les favons de penser et toutes les maniures dc sentir, 
et dirige meme les principcs. 

Cet honneur bisarre fait que les vertus ne sont que 
ce qu’il veut et comme il les veut; il met de son 
chef des regies d tout ce qui nous est prescrit ; il 
etend ou il borne nos devoirs d sa fantaisie, soit qu’ils 
aieiit leur source dans la religion, dans la politique, 
ou dans la morale. 

nally, but whose pride insensibly dhniuishes in proportion to its 
distance from the source of this greatness. 

At Court we find a delicacy of taste in every thing, a delicacy 
arising from the constant use of the superfluities of life, from the 
variety, and especially the satiety of pleasures, from the miUti- 
plicity and even confusion of fancies, wliich, if they are but 
agreeable, are sure of being well received. 

These are the things which properly fall within the province 
of education, in order to form what we call a man of honour, a 
man possessed of all the qualities and virtues requisite in this 
kind of government. 

Here it is that honour interferes with every thing, mixing 
even with people’s manner of thinking, and directing their very 
principles. 

To this whimsical honour it is owing that the virtues are only 
just what it pleases ; it adds rules of its own invention to every 
thing prescribed to U8«j it extends or limits our duties according 
to its own fancy, whether they proceed from religion, politics, or 
morality. 
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II ii’y a rien dans la monarcliie que les loix, la re- 
ligion, et I’honneur prescrivcnt tanl (jue I’obeissance 
au\ volont('s du Prince : mais cet honneur nous dicte 
que le Prince ne doit janiais nous prescrire une action 
qui nous dcshonore, parce qu’elle nous rendroit in- 
caj)ables de le servir. 

Crillon refusa d’assassiner le Due de Guise, mais 
il offrit d Henri M’rois de se hattre contre lui. Apres 
la Saint Barthclemi, Charles Neuf ayant cent a tons 
les «youverneurs de lairc massacrer les Huj^uenots, 
le Vicomte Doric, qui cominandoit dans Bayonne, 
ccrivit ail Roi : “ Sire, je n’ai trouve parmi les habi- 
tans et les gens de guerre, que de bons citoyens, de 
braves soldats, et pas un bourreau ; ainsi eux et moi 
supplions voire Majeste d’employer nos bras et nos 
vies a chosesraisables.’' Ce grand etgenereux courage 
regardoit une lachetc comme unc diose impossible. 

II n’y a rien quo rUonneur prescrive plus a la 
Noblesse, que de servir le Prince d la guerre. En 
effet, e’est la profession distinguee, parce que ses 
liasards, ses sueees,et ses mallieurs, meme conduisent 

Thcro is nothing so strongly inculcated in monarchies, by the 
laws, by religion, and honour, as aubmission to the I’rince’s will ; 
but this very honour tells us, that the Prince never ought to 
command a dishonourable action, because this would render us 
incapable of serving him. 

Crillon refused to assassinate the duke of Guise, but offered 
to tight him. After the massacre of St. IJartholoraew, Charles 
IX. having sent orders to the governors in the several iirovinces 
for the Hugonots to be murdered. Viscount Dort, who com- 
manded at Jlayonue, wrote thus to the king : “ Sire, among the 
inhabitants of this town, and your Majesty’s troops, 1 could not 
find so much as one c;iecutioner ; they are honest citizens and 
brave soldiers. We inintly therefore beseech your Majes^ to 
command our arms and lives in things that are practicable.” Tliis 
great and generous soul looked upon a base action as a thing im- 
possible. 

'I'here is nothing that honour more strongly recommends to 
the Nobility, than to serve their l^rince' in a military capacity. 
And indeed this is their favourite profession, because its dangers, 
its success, and even its miscarriages, are the road to grandeur. 
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d lu grandeur. Mais en imposant cette loi, Phoimeur 
veut en 6tre Parbitre, et s’il se trouvc cheque, il exige 
ou permet qu’on sc retire chez soi. 

Il veut qu’on puisse indifferemment aspirer aux 
emplois ou les refuser; il tient cette liberte au dessus 
de la fortune mcme. 

L’honneur a done ses regies supremes, ct Pedu- 
cation est obligee de s’y conformer. Les principales 
sont, qu’il nous est bien pemiis de faire cas de notre 
fortune, mais qu’il nous est souveminement defend u 
d’en faire aucun de notre vie. . 

La seconde est, quo lorsque nous avons ete une 
foi places dans un rang, nous ne devons rien faire 
iii Bouilnr qui fasse voir que nous nous tenons infe- 
rieurs a ce rang memo. 

La troisieme, que les choses que Phonneur defend, 
sont plus rigoureusement defendues, lorsque les Loix 
ne concourent point ales proscrire, et que celles qu’il 
exige sont plus fortement exigees, lorsque les Loix 
ne le demandent pas. 

Though our government differs considerably from 
the French, inasmuch as we have fixed laws, and 

Yet tlu8 very law of its own making, honour chooses to explain ; 
and in case of any alTrout, it requires or permits us to retire. 

It insists also that we should be at liberty either to seek or to 
reject employments } a liberty which it prefers even to au ample 
fortune. 

Honour therefore has its supreme laws, to which education is 
obliged to conform. The chief of these are, that we are per- 
mitted to set a value upon our fortune, but are absolutely forbid- 
den to set anv upon our lives. 

The second is, that when we are raised to a post or preferment, 
we should never do or permit any thing, which may seem to im- 
ply that wo look upon ourselves as inferior to the rank we hold. 

The third is, that those things which honour forbids are more 
rigorously forbidden, when the laws do not concur in the prohi- 
bition ; and those it commands are more strongly insisted upon, 
when they happen not to be commanded by law. 

Mr. iSl ugent’s Translation. 
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constitutional barriers, for the security of our liberties 
and properties ; yet the President's observations hold 
pretty near as true in England, as in France. Though 
Monarchies may differ a good deal. Kings differ very 
little. Those who are ahsolute desire to continue 
so, and those who are not endeavour to become so; 
hence, the same maxims and manners almost in all 
Courts ; voluptuousness and profusion encouraged, 
the one to sink the people into indolence, the other 
into poverty, consequently into dependency. The 
Court is called the world here, as well as at Paris ; 
and nothing more is meant by saying that a man 
knows the world, than that he knows Courts. In 
all Courts you must expect to meet with connections 
without friendship, enmities without hatred, honour 
without virtue, appeanmees saved, and realities sa- 
criheed; good manners, with bad morals; and all 
vice and virtue so disguised, that whoever has only 
reasoned upon both would know neither, when he 
first met them at Court. It is well that you should 
know the map of that country, that when you come 
to travel in it, you may do it with greater safety. 

From all this, you will of yourself draw this ob- 
vious conclusion. That you are in truth but now 
going to the great and important school, the world ; 
to which Westminster and Leipsig were only the 
little preparatory schools, as MaryJe-bone, Wandsor, 
&c. are to them. What you have already acquired, 
will only place you in the second form of this new 
school, instead of the first. But if you intend, as I 
suppose you do, to get into the shell, you have very 
different things to learn from Latin and Greek ; and 
which require much more sagacity and attention, 
than those two dead languages: the language of pure 
and simple nature, the language of nature variously 
modified, and corrupted by passions, prejudices, and 
habits: the language of simulation, and dissimu- 
lation; very hard, but very necessary to decipher. 

s 2 
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Homer has not half so many, nor so difficult dialects, 
ji8 the ffreat book of the school you are now goinfj 
to. Observe therefore projrrcssively, and with the 
j^reatest attention, what the best scholars in the form 
immediately above you do, and so on, till you get 
into the shell youself. Adieu. 

Pray tell Mr. tbirte that I have received his letter 
of the 27th May, N. S. and that T advise him never 
to take the English news-writers literally, who never 
yet inserted any one thing quite right. I have both 
his patent and his mandamus, in both whicli he is 
Waiter, let the newspapers call him what they 
please. 


LETTER CXCVII. . 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, July the 9th, 0. S. 1750. 

I SHOULD not deserve that appeUation in return 
from you, if 1 did not freely and explicitly inform 
you of every corrigible defect, which I may either 
hear of, suspect, or at any time discover in you. 
I'hose who in the common course of the world will 
call themselves your friends, or whom, according to 
the common notions of friendship, you may possibly 
think such, will never tell you of your faults, still 
less of your weaknesses. But on the contrary, more 
desirous to make you their friend, than to prove 
themselves yours, they will flatter both, and, in truth, 
not be sorry for either. Interiorly, most people en- 
joy the inferiority of their best friends. The useful 
and essential part of friendship, to you, is reserved 
singly for Mr. Harte and myself; our relations to 
you stand pure, and unsuspected of all private views. 
In whatever we say to you, we can have no interest 
but yours. W e can have no competition, no jealousy, . 
no secret envy or malignity. We are therefore au,- 
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Ihorised to represent, advise, and remonstrate ; and 
your reason must tell you that you ought to attend 
to and believe 

1 am credibiPlaformed, that there is still a con- 
siderable hitch or hobble in your enunciation ; and 
that when you speak fast, you sometimes speak un- 
intelligibly. I have formerly and frequently laid my 
thoughts before you so fully upon this subject, that 
I can say nothing new upon it now. I must there- 
fore only repeat, that your whole depends upon it. 
Your trade is to speak well, both in public and in 
private. The* manner of your speaking is full as 
important as the matter, as more people have ears 
tu he tickled, than undersUindings to judge. Be 
your productions ever so good, they will be of no 
use, if you stifle and strangle them in their birth. 
The best wimpositions of Corelli, if ill executed, »uid 
played out of tune, instead of touching, as they do 
when well performed, would only excite the indigna- 
tion of the hearers, when murdered by an unskuful 
perfoimer. But to murder your own productions, 
and that coram populoy is a Medean cruelty, which 
Horace absolutely forbids. Remember of what 
importance Demosthenes, and one of the Gracchi, 
thought enunciation; read what stress Cicero, and • 
Quintilian lay upon it; even the herb-women at 
Athens were correct judges of it. Oratory with all 
its graces, that of enunciation in particular, is full as 
necessary in our government, as it ever was in Greece 
or Rome. No man can make a fortune or a figure 
in this country, without speaking, and speaking well 
in public. If you will persuade, you must first 
please ; and if you will please, you must tune your 
voice to harmony, you must articulate every syllable 
distinctly, your emphases and cadences must be 
strongly and properly marked ; and the whole toge- 
ther must be graceful and enga^g ; if you do not 
speak in that manner, you had much better not 
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Speak at all. All the learning you have, or ever can 
have, is not worth one groat without it. It may be 
a comlbrt, and an amusement to you in your closet, 
hut can be of no use to you in the world. Let 
me conjure you therefore, to make this your only 
object, till you have absolutely conquered it, for 
that is in your power ; think of’ nothing else, read 
and speak for nothing else. Read aloud, though 
alone, luid read articulately and distinctly, as if you 
were reading in public, and on the most important 
occasion. Recite pieces of eloquence, declaim scenes 
of tragedies to Mr. Harte, as if he were a numerous 
audience. If there is tmy particular consonant which 
you have a difhculty in articulating, as I think you 
had with the R, utter it millions and millions of 
times, till you have uttered it right. Never speak 
q^uick, till you have first learned to speak well. In 
snort, lay aside every book and every thought, that 
does not directly tend to this great object, absolutely 
decisive of your future fortune and figure. 

The next thing necessary in your destination, is, 
writing correctly, elegantly, and in a good hand too ; 
in which three particulars, I am sorry to tell you, 
that you hitherto fail. Your hand-writing is a very 
bad one, and would make a scurvy figure in an office- 
book of letters, or even in a lady^s pocket-book. But 
that fault is easily cured by care, since every man 
who has the use of his eyes and of his right hand, 

Gl/l/ IFTl/t 

picsises^ As to the correctness and elegancy 
^of your writing, attention to grammar does the one, 
and to the best authors the other. In your letter to 
me of the 27th June, N. S. you omitted the date of 
the place, so that I^ only conjectured from the con- 
tents that you were at Itome. 

Thus I have, with the truth and freedom of the 
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tenderest affection, told you all your defects, at least 
all that I know or have heard of. Thank God they 
are all very curable, they must be cured, and I am 
sure you will cure tliem. That once done, nothing 
remains for you to acquire, or for me to wish you, 
but the turn, the manners, the address, and the graces 
of the polite world ; which experience, observation, 
and good company will insensibly give you. Few 
people at your age have read, seen, and known so 
much as you have, and consequently few are so 
near as yourself to what I call perfection, by which 
I only mean, being very near as well as the best. Far, 
therefore, from being discouraged by what you still 
want, what you already have should encourage you 
to attempt, and convince you that by attempting 
you will inevitably obtain it. The difficulties which 
you have surmounted were much greater than any 
you have now to encounter. Till very lately your 
way has been only through thorns and briars ; the 
few that now remain are mixed with roses. Pleasure 
is now the principal remaining part of your educa- 
tion. It will soften and polish your manners; it 
will make you pursue and at last overtake the graces. 
Pleasure is necessarily reciprocal ; no one feels who 
does not at the same time give it. To be pleased, 
one must please. What pleases you in others, will 
in general please them in you. Paris is indisputably 
the seat of the graces ; they will even court you, if 
you are not too coy. Frequent and observe the best 
companies there, and you will soon be naturalized 
among them ; you will soon find how particularly 
attentive they are to the correctness and elegancy of 
their language, and to the graces of their enuncia- 
tion ; they would even call the understanding of a 
man in question, who should neglect, or not know 
the infinite advantages ai'ising fiym them. Narrer^ 
reciter, dectamer Men, are serious studies among 
them, and well deserve to be so every where. The 
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conversations even among the women, freouently 
turn u^n the elegancies, and minutest delicacies 
of the French language. An mjouement, a gallant 
turn prevails in all their companies, to women, with 
whom they neither are, nor pretend to be, in love ; 
but should you (as may very possibly happen) fall 
really in love there, with some woman of fashion 
and sense (for I do not suppose you capable of 
falling in love with a strumpet^ and that your rival, 
without half your parts or knowledge, should get the 
better of you, merely by dint of manners, enjouement, 
badinage, ^c. how would you regret not having suffi- 
ciently attended to these accomplishments which you 
despised as superficial and trifling, but which you 
would then find of real consequence in the course of 
the world ! And men, as well os women, are taken 
by these external graces. Shut up your books then 
now as a business, and open them only as a pletu- 
sure : but let the great book of the world be your 
serious study ; read it over and over, get it by heart, 
adopt its style, and make it your own. 

When I cast up your account as it now stands, T 
rejoice to see the balance so much in your favour ; 
and that the items per cmtra are so few, and of such 
a nature that they may be very easily cimcelled. By 
way of debtor and creditor, it stands thus : 

Creditor. By French. Debtor. To English. 

German. Enunciation. 

Italian. Manners. 

liatin. 

Greek. 

Logic. 

Ethics. 

History, 
f Najur®. 

Jus< Gentium, 
t Publicum. 
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Tliis, my dear friend, is a very true account, and 
a very encouraginjj one for you. A man who owes 
80 little, can clear it off in a very little time, and if 
he is a prudent man, will ; whereas a man, who by 
long negligence owes a great deal, despairs of ever 
being able to pay ; and therefore never looks into 
his accounts at all. 

When you go to Genoa, pray observe carefully 
all the environs of it, and view them with somebody 
who can tell you all the situations and operations 
of the Austrian army, during that famous siege, if 
it deserves to be called one ; for in reality the town 
never was besieged, nor had the Austrians any one 
thing necessary for a siege. If Marquis Centurioni, 
who was last winter in England, should happen to 
be there, go to him with my compliments, and he 
will show you all imaginable civilities. 

I could have sent you some letters to Florence, 
but that I knew Mr. Mann would be of more use 
to you than all of them. Pray make him my com- 
pliments. Cultivate your Italian while you are at 
Florence ; where it is spoken in its utmost purity, 
but ill pronounced. 

Pray save me the seed of some of the best melons 
you eat, and put it up dry in paper. You need 
not send it me ; but Mr. Harte will bring it in his 
pocket when he comes over. I should likewise be 
glad of some cuttings of the best figs, especially il 
Fico gentile, and the Molthese ; but as this is not the 
season for them, Mr. Mann will, I dare say, under- 
take that commission, and send them to me at the 
proper time by Leghorn. Adieu. Endeavour to 
please others, and divert yourself as much as ever 
you can, en hmnete et galant Homme, 

P. S. I send you the enclosed to deliver to Lord 
Rochford, upon your arrival at l\irin. 
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LETTER CXCVIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, August the 6tli, O. S. 1750. 
Since your letter from Sienna, wliich gave me a 
very imperfect account lioth of your illness and your 
recovery, I have not received one word either from 
you or Mr. Harte. I impute this to the carelessness 
of the post singly ; and the great distance between 
us, at present, exposes our letters to those accidents. 
But when you come to Paris, from whence the letters 
arrive here very regularly, 1 shall insist upon your 
writing to me constantly once a week; and that 
upon the same day, for instance, every Thursday, 
that I may know by what mail to expect your letter. 
I shall also require you to be more minute in your 
account of yourself than you have hitherto been, or 
than I have required ; because of the informations 
which T have received from time to time from Mr. 
Harte. At Paris you will be out of your time, and 
must set up for yourself: it is then that I shall be 
very solicitous to know how you carry on your busi- 
ness. While Mr. Harte was your partner, the care 
was his share, and the profit yours. But at Paris, 
if you will have the latter, you must take the former 
along with it. It will be quite a new world to you ; 
very different from the little world, that you have 
hitherto seen ; and you will have much more to do 
in it. Y ou must keep your little accounts constantly 
every morning, if you would not have them run into 
confusion, and swell to a bulk that would frighten 
you from ever looking into them at all. You must 
allow some time for learning what you do not know, 
and some for keeping what you do know : and you 
must leave a great deal of time for your pleasures; 
which (I repeat it again) are now become the most 
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necessary part of your education. It is by conversa- 
tions, dinners, suppers, entertainments, &c. in the 
best companies, that you must be formed for the 
world. Les manierest les agremens^ les grdeeSy cannot 
be learned by theory ; they are only to be got by use 
among those who have them ; and they are now the 
main object of your life, as they are the necessary 
steps to your fortune. A man of the best parts, and 
the greatest learning, if he does not know the world 
by his own experience and observation, will be very 
absurd ; and, consequently, very unwelcome in com- 
pany. He may say very good things ; but they will 
probably be so ill timed, misplaced, or improperly 
addressed, that he hatl much better hold his tongue. 
Full of his own matter, and uninformed of, or inat- 
tentive to, the particular circumstances and situations 
of the company, he vents it indiscriminately: he 
puts some people out of countenance; he shocks 
others ; and frightens all, who dread what may come 
out next. The most general rule that I can give 
you for the world, and which your experience will 
convince you of the truth of, is. Never to give the 
tone to the company, but to take it from them; 
and to labour more to put them in conceit with 
themselves, than to make them admire you. Those 
whom you can make like themselves better, will, I 
promise you, like you very well. 

A system-monger, who, without knowing any thing 
of the world by experience, has formed a system of 
it in his dusty cell, lays it down, for example, that 
(from the general nature of mankind) flattery ispleaa. 
ing. He will therefore flatter. But how ? Why, 
indiscriminately. And instead of repairing and 
heightening the piece judiciously, with soft colours, 
and a delicate pencil ; with a coarse brush, and a 
great deal of whitewash, he daubs and besmears the 

{ )iece he means to adorn. His flattery offends even 
lis patron ; and is almost too gross for his mistress. 

VOL. II. T 
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A man of the world knows the force of flattery as 
well as he does ; but then he knows how, when, and 
where to give it ; he proportions his dose to the con- 
stitution of the patient. He flatters by application, 
by inference, by comparison, by hint ; and seldom 
directly. In the course of the world there is the 
same difference, in every thing, between system and 
practice. 

I long to have you at Paris, which is to be your 
great school ; you will be then in a manner within 
reach of me. 

Tell me, are you perfectly recovered, or do you 
still find any remaining complaint upon your lungs ? 
Your diet should be cooling, and at the same time 
nourishing. Milks of all kinds are proper for you ; 
wines of all kinds bad. A great deal of gentle, and 
no violent exercise, is good for you. Adieu. Gra^ 
iia, Faim^ Valetudo contingat ahunde. 


LETTER CXCIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Oct. the 22d, O. S. 17.50. 
This letter will, 1 am persuaded, find you, and I 
hope safely, arrived at Montpellier ; from whence 1 
trust that Mr. Harte's indisposition will, by being 
totally removed, allow you to get to Paris before 
Christmas. You will tnere find two people, who, 
though both English, I recommend in the strongest 
manner possible to your attention ; and advise you to 
form the most intimate connections with them both, 
in their different ways. The one is a man whom you 
already know something of, but not near enough : it 
is the Earl of Huntingdon; who, next to you, is the 
truest object of m) affection and esteem ; and who 
(I am proud to say it) colls me, and considers me as 
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his adopted father. His parts are as quick, as his 
knowledge is extensive ; and if quality were worth 
putting into an account, where every other item is so 
much more valuable, his is the first almost in this 
country : the figure he will make, soon after he returns 
to it, will, if I am not more mistaken than ever I was 
in my life, equal liis birth and my ho})Cs. Such a 
connection will be of infinite advantage to you ; and, 
I can assure you, that he is extremely disposed to 
form it upon my account; and will, I hope and 
believe, desire to improve and cement it upon your 
own. 

In our parliamentary government, connections are 
absolutely necessary ; and, if prudently formed, and 
ably maintained, the success of them is infallible. 
Inhere are two sorts of connections, which I would 
always advise you to have in view. The first I will 
call equal ones ; by which I mean those, where the 
two connecting parties reciprocally find their account, 
from pretty near an equal degree of parts and abili- 
ties. In those, there must be a freer communica- 
tion ; each must see that the other is able, and be 
convinced that he is willing to be of use to him. 
Honour must be the principle of such connections ; 
and there must be a mutual dependance, that present 
and separate interest shall not be able to break them. 
There must be a joint system of action ; and in case 
of different opinions, each must recede a little, in 
order at last to form a unanimous one. Such, I 
hope, will be your connection with Lord Huntingdon. 
You will both come into parliament at the same time ; 
and if you have an equal share of abilities and appli- 
cation, you and he, with other young people, wnom 
you will naturally associate, may form a band which 
will be respected by any Administration, and make 
a figure in the public. The other sort of connections 
I c^ unequal ones ; that is, where the parts arc all 
on one side, and the rank and fortune on the other. 
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Here, the advanta^rc is all on one side; but that 
advantage must be ably and artfully concealed. 
Complaisance, an engaging manner, and a patient 
toleration of certain airs ol' superiority, must cement 
them. The weaker party must be taken by the heart, 
iiis head giving no hold ; and he must be governed, 
by being made to believe that he governs. These 
people, skilfully led, give great weight to their leader. 
1 liave formerly pointed out to you a couple that I 
take to be proper objects for your skill ; and you will 
meet with twenty more, for they are very rife. 

The other person, whom I recommend to you, is 
a woman ; not as a woman, for that is not immedi. 
ately my business ; besides, I fear she is turned of 
fifty. It is Lady Hervey, whom 1 directed you to 
call upon at Dijon; but who, to my great joy, be- 
cause to your great advantage, passes all this winter 
at Paris. She lias been bred all her life at Courts ; 
of which she has acquired all the easy good breeding, 
and politeness, without the frivolousness. She has 
all the reading that a woman should Imve ; and more 
than any woman need have; for she understands 
Latin i)erfectly well, though she wisely conceals it. 
As she will look upon you as her son, I desire that 
you will look upon her as my delegate : trust, con- 
sult, and apply to her without reserve. No woman 
ever had, more than she has, le ton de la farfaiteinent 
bonne cotnpagnie, les manieres enffageanies, et le je ne 
sain quoi qui plait. Desire her to reprove and correct 
any, and every, the least error and inaccuracy in 
your manners, air, address, &c. No woman in 
Europe can do it so well; none will do it more 
willingly, or in a more proper and obliging manner. 
In such a case she will not put you out of counte- 
nance, by telling you of it in company; but either 
intimate it by some sign, or wait for an opportunity 
when you are aloife together. She is also in the 
best French company, where she will not only intro- 
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(luce, but puff you, if I may use so low a word. 
And I can assure you, that it is no little lielp, in the 
beau mondey to be puffed there by a fashionable 
woman. I send you the enclosed billet to carry her, 
only as a certificate of the identity of your person, 
which I take it for granted she could not know 
again. 

You would be so much surprised to receive a 
whole letter from me, without any mention of the 
exterior ornaments necessary for a gentleman, as 
manners, elocution, air, address, graces, &c. that, 
to comply with your expectations, I will touch imon 
them ; and tell you, that, when you come to Eng- 
land, I will show you some people whom I do not 
now care to name, raised to the highest stations singly 
by those exterior and adventitious ornaments ; whose 
parts would never have entitled them to the smallest 
office in the excise. Are they then necessary, and 
worth ac(iuiring, or not? You will see many in- 
stances of this kind at Paris, particularly a glaring 
one, of a person * raised to the highest posts and dig- 
nities in France, as well as to be absolute sovereign 
of the beau mondcy singly by the graces of his person 
and address; by woman’s chit-chat, accompanied 
with important gestures; by an imposing air, and 
pleasing abord. Nay, by these helps he even passes 
for a wit, though he hath certainly no uncommon 
share of it. I will not name him, because it would 
be very imprudent in you to do it. A young fellow, 
at his first entrance into the beau mondcy must not 
offend the king de facto there. It is very often more 
necessary to conceal contempt than resentment, the 
former being never forgiven, but the latter some- 
times forgot. 

There is a small quarto book, entitled Histaire 
Chronohgigue de la France, lately published by le 

* Mr. le Mar4clial de Richelieu. 

T 2 
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iVesident Henault ; a man of parts and learning, 
with whom you will probably get acquainted at 
Paris. I desire that it may always lie upon your 
table, for your recourse as often as you read history. 
The chronology, though chiefly relative to the history 
of France, is not singly confined to it ; but the most 
interesting events oi all the rest of Europe are also 
inserted, and many of them adorned by short, pretty, 
and just reflections. The new edition of les Me- 
moires de Sully, in three quarto volumes, is also ex- 
tremely well worth your reading, as it will give you 
a clearer and truer notion of one of the most interest- 
ing periods of the French history, than you cim yet 
have formed, from all the other books you may have 
read upon the subject. That Prince, I mean Henry 
the Fourth, had all the accomplishments and virtues 
of a Hero, and of a King ; and almost of a man. 
The last are the most rarely seen ; may you possess 
them all ! Adieu. 

Pray make my compliments to Mr. Harte, and 
let him know that I have this moment received his 
letter of the 12th, N. S. from Antibes. It requires 
no immediate answer, 1 shall therefore delay mine 
till I have another from him. Give him the en- 
closed, which 1 have received from Mr. Eliot. 


LETTER CC. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, I^ndon, Nov. the let, O. S. 1750. 

I HOPE this letter will not find you still at Montpel- 
lier, but rather be sent after you from thence to Paris, 
where; I am persuaded, that Mr. Harte could find 
as good advice for, his leg as at Montpellier, if not 
better; but if he is of a different opinion, I am sure 
you ought to stay there as long us he desires. 
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While you are in France, I could wish that the 
hours you allot for historical amusement, should be 
entirely devoted to the history of France. One 
always reads history to most advantage in that 
country to which it is relative ; not only books, but 
persons being ever at hand, to solve the doubts and 
clear up difficulties. I do by no means advise you 
to throw away your time in ransacking, like a dull 
antiquarian, the minute and unimportant parts of 
remote and fabulous times. Let blockheads read 
what blockheads wrote. A general notion of the 
history of France, from the conq^uest of that country 
by the Franks, to the reign of Lewis the Eleventh, 
is sufficient for use, consequently sufficient for you. 
There are, however, in those remote times, some 
remarkable eras, that deserve more particular atten- 
tion ; I mean those in which some notable alterations 
happened in the constitution and foi-m of govern- 
ment. As for example, the settlement of Clovis in 
Gaul, and the fonn of government which he then 
established; for, by the way, that form of govern- 
ment differed in this particular from all the other 
(lothic governments, that the people, neither collec- 
tively nor by representatives, had any share in it. 
It was a mixture of monarchy and aristocracy ; and 
what were called the States General of France, con- 
sisted only of the Nobility and Clergy, till the time of 
Philip le Bel, in the very beginning of the fourteenth 
century ; who first called the people to those assem- 
blies, by no means for the good of the people, who 
were only amused by this pretended honour ; but, 
in truth, to check the Nobility and Clergy, and in- 
duce them to grant the money he wanted for his 
profusion: this was a scheme of Enguerrand de 
Marigny, his Minister, who governed both him and 
his kingdom to such a degree, as to be caUed the 
coadjutor and governor of the kingdom. Charles 
Martel laid aside these assemblies, and governed by 
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open f orce. Pepin restored them, and attached them 
U) him, and with them the nation ; by which means 
he deposed (Jhilderic, and mounted the throne. 
This is a second period worth your attention. The 
third race of Kings, which begins with Hugues Capet, 
is a third period. A judicious reader of history will 
save himself a great deal of time and trouble, by 
attending with care only to those interesting periods 
of history, which furnish remarkable events, and 
make eras ; going slightly over the common run of 
events. Some |)eople read history, as others read 
the Pilgrim’s Progress; giving equal attention to, 
and indiscriminately loading their memories with 
every part alike. But I would have you read it in 
a different manner: take the shortest general history 
you can find of every country ; and mark down in 
that history the most important periods, such as 
conquests, changes of Kings, and alterations of the 
form of government; and then have recourse to 
more extensive Instories, or particular treatises, reltu 
live to tluise great points. Consider them well, trace 
up their causes, and follow their consequences. For 
instance, there is a most excellent, though veiy short 
history of France, by Le Gendre. Read that with 
attention, and you will know enough of the general 
history ; but wlien yon find there such I’emarkable 
periods as are abovementioned, consult Mezeray, 
and other the best and minutest historians, as well 
as political treatises upon those subjects. In later 
times. Memoirs, from those of Philip de Commines, 
down to the innumerable ones in the reign of Lewis 
the Fourteenth, have been of great use, and thrown 
great light upon particular parts of history. 

Conversation in France, if you have the address 
and dexterity to turn it upon useful subjects, will 
exceedingly improve your historical knowledge ; for 
people there, hoWever classically ignorant they may 
be, think it a shame to be ignorant of the history of 
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their own country : they read that, if they read no- 
thing else, and having often read nothing else, arc 
proud of having read that, and talk of it willingly ; 
even the women are well instructed in that sort of 
reading. 1 am far from meaning by this, tliat you 
should always he talking wisely, in company, of 
books, history, and matters of knowledge. Tliere 
are many companies which you will, and ought to 
keep, where such conversations would be misplaced 
and ill limed ; your own good sense must distinguish 
the company, and the time. You must trifle^ with 
triflers; and be serious only with the serious, but 
dance to those who pipe. Cur in theatrum Cato 
severe venistiP was justly said to an old man : how 
much more so would it be to one of your age? From 
the moment that you are dressed, and go out, pocket 
all your knowledge with your watch, and never pull 
it out in company unless desired : the producing of 
the one unasked implies that you are weary of the 
company; and the protlucing of the other unre- 
quired will make the comjmny weary of you. Cona- 
pany is a republic toojealousof its liberties, to sutler 
a dictator even for a quarter of an hour ; and yet in 
that, as in all republics, there are some few who really 
govern ; but then it is by seeming to disclaim, instead 
of attempting to usurp the power: that is the occa- 
sion in which manners, dexterity, address, and the 
undehnable je ne sais quoi triumph ; if properly ex- 
erted, their conquest is sure, and the more lasting 
for not being perceived. Remember, that this is not 
only your first and greatest, but ought to be almost 
your only object, while you are in France. 

I know that many of your countrymen are apt to 
call the freedom and vivacity of the French, petu- 
lancy and ill breeding; but should you think so, I 
desire upon many accounts that yo^u will not say so : 
I admit that it may be so, in some mstances of petite 
maitres itourdis, and in some young people un- 
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broken to the world ; but I can assure you, that you 
will find it much otherwise with people of a certain 
rank and age, upon whose model you will do very 
well to form yourself. We call their steady as- 
surance impudence: Why? Only, because what 
we call modesty is awkward bashfulness, and mau~ 
vaise hmie. For my part, I see no impudence, but, 
on the contrary, infinite utility and advantage, in 
presenting one’s self with the same coolness and un- 
concern, in any, and every company: till one can 
do that, I am very sure that -one can never present 
one’s self well. Whatever is done under concern 
and embarrassment, must be ill done ; and, till a 
man is absolutely easy and unconcerned in every 
company, he will never be thought to have kept 
good, nor be very welcome in it. A steady as- 
surance, with seeming modesty, is possibly the 
most useful (malification that a man can have in 
every part of life. A man would certainly make a 
very considerable fortune and figure in the world, 
whose modesty and timidity should often, as bash- 
fulness always does, put him in the deplorable and 
lamentable situation of the pious .^neas, when, 
obstupuit steteruntque conun; et vox faucihus hassit. 
Fortune (as well as women), 

bom to be control’d. 

Stoops to the forward and the bold. 

Assurance and intrepidity, under the white banner 
of seeming modesty, clear the way for merit, that 
would otherwise be discouraged by difficulties in its 
journey ; whereas barefaced impudence is the noisy 
and blustering harbinger of a worthless and senseless 
usurper. 

You will think that I shall never have done re- 
commending to you these exterior worldly accom- 
plishments, and* you will think right, for I never 
shall they are of too great consequence to you, for 
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me to be indifferent or negligent about them : the 
shining part of your future figure and fortune de- 
pends now wholly upon them. These are the ac- 
quisitions which must give efficacy and success to 
those you have already made. To have it said and 
believed that you are the most learned man in Eng- 
land, would be no more than was said and believed 
of Dr. Bentley : but to have it said, at the same time, 
that you are also the best bred, most polite, and 
agreeable man in the kingdom, would be such a 
happy composition of a chamcter, as I never yet 
knew any one man deserve; and which I will en- 
deavour, as well as ardently wish, that you may. 
Absolute perfection is, I well know, unattainable ; 
but 1 know too, that a man of parts may be un- 
weariedly aiming at, and arrive pretty near it. Try, 
labour, persevere. Adieu. 


LETTER CCI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Nov. 8th, O. S. 1750. 
Before you get to Paris, where you will soon be 
left to your own discretion, if you have any, it is 
necessary that we should understand one another 
thoroughly ; which is the most probable way of pre- 
venting disputes. Money, the cause of much mis- 
chief in the world, is the cause of most quarrels 
between fathers and sons; the former commonly 
thinking, that they cannot give too little, and the 
latter, that they cannot have enough ; both equally 
in the wrong. You must do me the justice to ac- 
knowledge, that I have hitherto neither stinted nor 
grudged any expense that could be of use or real 
pleasure to you ; and I can assure*you, by the way, 
that you have travelled at a much more considerable 



216 LORD chesterfield’s 

expense than I did myself: but I never so much as 
thought of that, while Mr. Harte was at the head of 
your finances ; being very sure, that the sums granted 
were scrupulously applied to the uses for which they 
were intended. "But the case will soon be altered, 
and you will be your own receiver and treasurer. 
However, I promise you, that we will not quarrel 
singly upon the quantum, which shall be cheerfully 
and freely granted ; the application and appropria- 
tion of it will be the material point, which I am now 
going to clear up, and finally, settle with you. I will 
fix, or even name, no settled allowance, though I 
well know in my own mind, what would be the 
proper one ; but I will first try your draughts, by 
which I can in a good degree judge of your conduct. 
This only I tell you in general, that, if the channels 
through which my money is to go are the proper 
ones, the source shall not be scanty ; but should it 
deviate into dirty, muddy, and obscure ones (which 
by the by it cannot do for a week, without my know- 
ing it), I give you fair and timely notice, that the 
source will instantly be dry. Mr. Harte, in esta- 
blishing you at Paris, will point out to you those 
proper channels : he will leave you there upon the 
foot of a man of fashion, and I will continue you 
upon the same; you will have your coach, your 
valet dc chamhre, yotir own footman, and a valet de 

F lace ; which by the way is one servant more than 
had. I would have you very well dressed, by 
which I mean, dressed as the generality of people 
of fashion are ; that is, not to be taken notice of for 
being either more or less fine than other people : it 
is by being well dressed, not finely dressed, that a 
gentleman should be distinguished. You must fre- 
quent les spectacles, which expense I shall willingly 
supply. You must play, d des petits jeux de com- 
merce, in mixed fiompanies ; that article is trifling ; 
I shall pay it cheerfully. All the other articles of 
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pocket-money are very inconsiderable at Paris, in 
comparison of what they are here ; the silly custom 
of giving money wherever one dines or sups, and 
the expensive importunity of subscriptions, not being 
yet introduced there. Having thus reckoned up all 
the decent expenses of a gentleman, which I will 
most readily defray; I come now to those which 
J will neither bear nor supply. The first of these 
is gaming, which though I have not the least reason 
to suspect you of, I think it necessary eventually to 
assure you, that no consideration in the world shall 
ever make me pay your play debts ; should you ever 
urge to me that your honour is pawned, I should 
most immovably answer you, that it was your ho- 
nour, not mine, that was pawned; and that your 
creditor might e’en take the pawn for the debt. 

Low company, and low pleasures, are much 
more costly than liberal and elegant ones. iTie dis- 
graceful riots of a tavern are much more expensive, 
us well 08 dishonourable, than the (sometimes par- 
donable) excesses in good company. I must abso- 
lutely hear of no tavern scrapes and squabbles. 

I come now to another and very material point ; 
1 mean women ; and I will not address myself to 
you upon this subject, either in a religious, a moral, 
or a parental style. I will even lay aside my age, 
remember yours, and speak to you, as one man of 
pleasure, if he had parts too, would speak to another. 
I will, by no means, pay for whores, and their never 
failing consequences, surgeons; nor will I, upon 
any account, keep singers, dancers, actresses, and 
id gmu9 omne ; and, independently of the expense, 1 
must tell you, that such connections would give me, 
and all sensible people, the utmost contempt for your 
parts and address: a young fellow must have as 
little sense as address, to venture, or more properly 
to sacrifice his health, and ruirr his fortune, with 
such sort of creatures; in such a place as Paris 
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especially, where g;iillanlry is both the profession 
and practice of every woman of fashion. To speak 
plainly ; I will not forgive your understanding c — s 
and p — s ; nor will your constitution forgive them 
you. These distempers, as well as their cures, fall 
nine times in ten upon the lungs. This argument, 
I am sure, ought to have weight with you ; for I pro- 
test to you, that if you meet with any such accident, 
I would not give one year’s purchase for your life. 
Lastly, there is another sort of expense that I will 
not allow, only because it is a silly one ; I mean the 
fooling away your money in baubles at toy-shops. 
Have one handsome snuffbox (if you take snuff) 
and one handsome sword ; but then no more very 
pretty and very useless things. 

By what goes before, you will easily perceive, that 
T mean to allow you whatever is necessary, not only 
for the figure, but for the pleasures of a Gentleman, 
and not to supply the profusion of a Rake. This, 
you must confess, does not savour of either the se- 
verity or parsimony of old age. I consider this 
agreement between us, ns a subsidiary treaty on my 
part, for services to be performed on yours. I pro- 
mise you, that I will be as punctual in the payment 
of the subsidies, ns England has been during the 
last war ; but then I give you notice, at the same 
time, that I require a much more scrupulous execu- 
tion of the treaty on your part, than we met with on 
that of our allies; or else that payment will be 

a d. I hope that all that 1 have now said was 
tely unnecessary, and that sentiments more 
worthy a^ more noble than pecuniary ones, would 
of themselves have pointed out to you the conduct I 
recommend ; but, in all events, I resolved to be once 
for all explicit with you, that in the worst that can 
happen, you may not plead ignorance, and com- 
plain that 1 had not sufficiently explained to you 
my intentions. 
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Havings mentioned the word Rake, 1 must say a 
word or two more upon that subject, because young 
people too frequently, and always fatally, are apt to 
mistake that character for that of a man of pleasure; 
whereas, there are not in the world two characters 
more different. A rake is a composition of all the 
lowest, most ignoble, degrading, and shameful vices; 
they all conspire to disgrace his character, and to 
ruin his fortune ; while wine and the p — x contend 
which shall soonest, and most effectually destroy 
his constitution. A dissolute, flagitious footman, 
or porter, makes full as good a rake as a man of the 
first quality. By the by, let me tell you, that in the 
wildest part of my youth, I never was a rake, but, 
on the contrary, always detested and despised the 
character. 

A man of pleasure, though not always so scrupu- 
lous as he should be, and as one day he will wish 
he had been, refines at least his pleasures by taste, 
accompanies them with decency, and enjoys them 
with dignity. Few men can be men of pleasure, 
every man may be a rake. Remember that I shall 
know every thing you say or do at Paris, as exactly 
as if, by the force of magic, I could follow you 
everywhere, like a Sylph or a Gnome, invisible my- 
self. Seneca says, very prettily, that one should ask 
nothing of God, but what one should be willing that 
men should know ; nor of men, but what one should 
be willing that God should know : I advise you to 
say or do nothing at Paris, but what you would be 
willing that I should know. I hope, nay I believe, 
that will he the case. Sense, I dare say, you do not 
want ; instruction, I am sure, you have never wanted ; 
experience, you are daily gaining ; all which together 
must inevitably (I should think) make you both re- 
spectable et aimahle.f the perfection of a human cha- 
racter. Tn that case nothing sball he wanting on 
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my part, and you shall solidly experience all the 
extent and tenderness of my affection for you ; but 
dread the reverse of both ! Adieu. 

P. S. When you j»et to Paris, after you have been 
to wait on Lord Albemarle, go to see Mr. Yorke, 
whom T have particular reasons for desiring that you 
should be well with, as I shall hereafter explain to 
you. Let him know that my orders, and your own 
inclinations, conspired to make you desire his friend- 
ship and protection. 


LETTER CCII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE sent you so many preparatory letters for 
Paris, that this, which will meet you there, shall 
only be a summary of them all. 

You have hitherto had more liberty than any body 
of your age ever had ; and I must do you the justice 
to own, that you have made a better use of it than 
most people of your age would have done ; but then, 
thougn you had not a jailer, you had a friend with 
you. At Paris, you will not only be unconfined, 
but unassisted. Y our own good sense must be your 
only guide ; I have great confidence in it, and am 
convinced that I shall receive just such accounts of 
your conduct at Paris us I could wish ; for 1 tell 
you lieforehand, that I shall be most minutely in- 
formed of all that you do, and almost of all tliat you 
say there. Enjoy the pleasures of youth, you cannot 
do better ; but refine and dignify them like a man 
of [larts : let them raise and not sink, let them adorn 
and not vilify, your character; let them, in short, 
be the pleasures df a gentleman, and taken with 
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your equals at least, but rather M^ith your superiors^ 
and those chiefly French. 

Inquire into the characters of the several acade- 
micians, before you form a connection with any of 
them ; and be most upon your ^uard against those 
who make the most court to you. 

You cannot study much in the academy ; but you 
may study usefully there, if you are an economist 
ol* your time, and bestow only upon good books 
those quarters and halves of hours, which occur to 
every body in the course of almost every day ; and 
which, at the year’s end, amount to a very consider- 
able sum of time. Let Greek, without fail, share 
some part of every day : I do not mean the Greek 
poets, the catches of Anacreon, or the tender com- 
plaints of Theocritus, or even the porterlike language 
of HomeFs heroes ; of whom all smatterers in Greek 
know a little, quote often, and talk of always ; but I 
mean Plato, Arisloteles, Demosthenes, and Thucy- 
dides, whom none but adepts know. It is Greek 
that must distinguish -you in the learned world, 
Latin alone will not. And Greek must be sought 
to be retained, for it never occurs like Ijatin. When 
you read history, or other books of amusement, let 
every language you are ma.ster of have its turn ; so 
that you may not only retain, but improve in every 
one. I also desire that you will converse in German 
and Italian, with all the Germans and the Italians, 
with whom you converse at all. This will be a very 
agreeable and flattering thing to them, and a very 
useful one to you. 

Pray apply yourself diligently to your exercises ; 
for though the doing them well is nf)t supremely 
meritorious, the doing them ill is illiberal, vulgar, 
and ridiculous. 

I recommend theatrical representations to you ; 
which are excellent at Paris. The tragedies of Cor- 
neille and Racine, and the comedies of Moli^re, well 
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utlended to, are admirable lesHons, both tor the heart 
and tiie head. There is not, nor ever was, any 
theatre comparable to the Frencl). If the music of 
the French operas does not please your Italian ear, 
the words of them, at least, are sense and poetry, 
which is much more than I can say of any Italian 
oj)era that I ever read or heard in my life. 

I send you tlie enclosed letter of recommendation 
to Marquis Matijjjnon, which I would have you de- 
liver to him as soon as you can: you wifi, I am 
sure, teel the good effects of his warm friendship 
for me, and Lord Bolinghroke J who has also wrote 
to him upon your subject By that, and by the 
other letters which 1 have sent you, you will be at 
once so thoroughly introduced into the best French 
company, that you must take some pains if you will 
keep bad ; but that is what I do not suspect you of. 
You have, I am sure, too much right ambition, to 
prefer low and disgraceful company, to that of your 
superiors, both in rank and age. Your character, 
and, consequently, your fortune, absolutely depends 
upon the company you keep, and the turn you take 
at Paris. I do not, in the least, mean a grave turn ; 
on the contrary, a gay, a sprightly, but, at the same 
time, an elegant and liberal one. 

Keep carefully out of ajl scrapes and quarrels. 
They lower a cliiu'acter extremely ; and are particu- 
larly dangerous in France ; where a man is disko. 
noured by not resenting an affront, and utterly ruined 
by resenting it. The young Frenchmen are hasty, 
giddy, and petulant ; extremely national, and avavu 
tageux. Forbear from any national jokes or reflec- 
tions, which are always improper, and commonly 
unjust. The colder noitliern nations generally look 
upon France, as a whistling, singing, dancing, fri- 
volous nation ; this notion is veiy far from being a 
true one, though m!my peHts maitres by their beha- 
viour seem to justify it ; but those very pelits maitres, 
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when mellowed by age and experience, very oflen 
turn out very able men. The number oi‘ great Ge- 
nerals and Statesmen, as well as excellent Authors, 
that France has produced, is an undeniable proof, 
that it is not that frivolous, unthinking, empty mu 
tion that northern prejudices suppose it. Seem to 
like and approve of every thing at first, and I pro- 
mise you, that you will like and approve of many 
things afterwards. 

I expect that you will write to me constantly, once 
every week, which 1 desire may be every Thursday : 
and that your letters may inform me of your personal 
transactions ; not of what you see, but of whom you 
see, and what you do. 

Be your own monitor, now that you will have no 
other. As to enunciation, I must repeat it to you 
again and again, that there is no one thing so neces- 
sary ; all other talents, without that, are absolutely 
useless, except in your own closet. 

It sounds ridiculously to bid you study with your 
dancing-master ; and yet I do. The bodily carriage 
and graces are of infinite consequence to every body, 
and more particularly to you. 

Adieu for this time, my dear child. Yours ten- 
derly. 


LETTER CCIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Nov. the 12th, O. S. 1750. 
Y ou will possibly think, that this letter turns upon 
strange, little, trifling objects; and you will think 
right, if you consider them separately; but if you 
take them aggregately, you will be convinced, that 
as parts, which conspire to form that whole, called 
the exterior of a man of fashion, diey are of import- 
ance. I shall not dwell now upon those personal 
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graces, that liberal air, and that engaging address, 
which I have so often recommended to you; but 
descend still lower, to your dress, cleanliness, and 
care of your person. 

When you come to Paris, you must take care to 
be extremely well dressed ; that is, as the fashionable 
people are; this does by no means consist in the 
finery, but in the taste, fitness, and manner of wear- 
ing your clothes : a tine suit ill made, and slatternly, 
or stiffly worn, far from adorning, only exposes the 
awkwardness of the wearer. Get the best French 
tailor to make your clothes, t^hatever they are, in 
the fashion, and to fit you ; and then wear them, 
button them, or unhution them, as the genteelest 
people you see do. Let your man learn of the best 
friseur to do your hair well, for that is a very mate- 
rial part of your dress. Take care to have your 
stockings well gartered up, and your shoes well 
buckled ; for nothing gives a more slovenly air to a 
man than ill dress^ legs. In your person you 
must be accurately clean; and your teeth, hands, 
and noils, should be superlatively so : a dirty mouth 
has retd ill consequences to the owner, for it infal- 
libly causes tlie decay, as well as the intolerable 
pain of the teeth ; and it is very offensive to his ac- 
quaintance, for it will most inevitably stink. I insist, 
therefore, that you wash your teeth the first thing 
you do every moming, witn a soft spunge and warm 
water, for four or five minutes ; and then wash your 
mouth five or six times. Moutm, whom I desire 
you will send for upon your arrival at Paris, will 
give you an opiate, and a liquor to be used some- 
times. Nothing looks more ordinary, vulgar, and 
illiberal, than dirty hands, and ugly, uneven, and 
ragged nails: I do not 8U8))ect you of that shocking, 
awkward trick, of biting yours ; but that is not enough ; 
you must keep the* ends of them sm(H>t.h and clean, 
not lipped with black, as the oi*dinarv people’s always 
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are. The eiK^ of your nails should be small seg- 
ments of circles, which, by a very little care in the 
cutting, they are very easily brought to ; every time 
that you wipe your hands, rub the skin round your 
nails backwards, that it may not grow up, and 
shorten your nails too much. The cleanliness of 
the rest of your person, which by the way will con- 
duce greatly to your health, I refer from time to 
time to the bagnio. My mentioning these par- 
ticulars arises (1 freely own) from some suspicion 
that the hints are not unnecessary ; for when you 
were a schoolboy, you were slovenly and dirty, above 
your fellows. I must add another caution, which 
is, that upon no account whatever, you put your 
fingers, as too many people are apt to do, in your 
nose or ears. It is the most shocking, nasty, vulgar 
rudeness, that can be offered to company ; it disgusts 
one, it turns one\s stomach ; and, for my own part, 
I would much rather know that a man’s finger were 
actually in his breech, than see them in his nose. 
Wash your ears well every morning, and blow your 
nose in your handkerchief whenever you have occcu. 
sion : but by the way, without looking at it after- 
wards. There should be in the least, as well as in 
the greatest parts of a gentleman, les manieres nobles. 
Sense will teach you some, observation others : at- 
tend carefully to the manners, the diction, the mo- 
tions, of people of the first fashion, and form your 
own upon them. On the other hand, observe a little 
those of the vulgar, in order to avoid them : for 
though the things which they say or do may be the 
same, the manner is always totaUy different : and in 
that, and nothing else, consists the characteristic of 
a man of fashion . The lowest peasant speaks, moves, 
dresses, eats, and drinks, us much as a man of the 
first fashion; but does them all quite differently; 
so that by doing and saying mos{ things in a man- 
ner opposite to that of the vulgar, you have a great 
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chance of doing and saying them right. There are 
gradations in awkwardness and vulgarism, as there 
are in every thing else. Les maniacs de Robe, though 
not quite right, are still better than les manieres 
Bourgeoises ; and these, though had, are still better 
than les manieres de Campagne. But the language, 
the air, the dress, and the manners of the Court, are 
the only true stamlard des manures nobles, et d*un 
Iwnnetc homme. Ex pede Herculetn is an old and 
true saying, and very applicable to our present sub- 
ject; for a man of parts, who has been bred at 
Courts, and usexl to keep the best company, will 
distinguish himself, luid is to be known from the 
vulgar, by every word, attitude, gesture, and even 
look. I cannot leave these seeming minulies, with- 
out repeating to you the necessity ol‘ your carving 
well; which is an article, little as it is, that is useful 
twice every day of one’s life; and the doing it ill is 
very troublesome to one’s self, and very disagreeable, 
often ridiculous, to others. 

Having said all this, I cannot help reflecting, what 
a Ibrinal dull fellow, or a cloistered pedant, would 
say, if they were to see this letter : they would look 
upon it with the utmost contempt, and say, that 
surely a father might find much better topics for 
advice to a son. 1 would admit it, if I had given 
you, or that you were capable of receiving no better ; 
but if suflicient pains hail been taken to form your 
heart and improve your mind, and, as I hope, not 
v^ ithout success, I will tell those solid Gentlemen, 
that all these trifling things, as they think them, col- 
lectively form that pleasing je ne sais quoi, that en- 
semble, which they are utter strangers to both in 
themselves and others. The word aimable is not 
known in their language, or the thing in their man- 
ners. Great usajje of the world, great attention, and 
a great desire of pleasing, con alone give it ; and it 
is no trifle, ll is from old people’s looking upon 
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these things as trifles, or not thinking of them at all, 
that so many J^oung people arc so awkward, and so 
ill bred. Their parents, often careless and unmind- 
ful of them, give them only the common run of edu- 
cation, as school, university, and then travelling; 
without examining, and very often without being 
able to judge, if they did examine, what progress 
they make in any one of these stages. Then, they 
carelessly comfort themselves, and say, that their 
sons will do like other people’s sons ; and so they 
do, that is commonly very ill. They correct none of 
the childish, nasty tricks, which they get at school ; 
nor the illiberal manners which they contract at the 
university ; nor the frivolous and superficial pertness, 
which is commonly all that they acquire by their 
travels. As they do not tell them of these things, 
nobody else can ; so they go on in the practice of 
them, without ever hearing, or knowing, that they 
are unbecoming, indecent, and shocking. For, as I 
have often formerly observed to you, nobody but a 
father can take the liberty to reprove a young fellow 
grown up for those kind of inaccuracies anrl impro- 
prieties of behaviour. The most intimate friendsnip, 
una.ssistcd by the paternal superiority, will not au- 
tljorise it. I may truly say, therefore, that you are 
happy in having me for a sincere, friendly, and 
cmick-sighted monitor. Nothing will escape me ; I 
shall pry for your defects, in order to correct them, 
as curiously as I shall seek for your perfections, in 
order to applaud and reward them; with this dif- 
ference only, that I shall publicly mention the latter, 
anil never hint at the former, hut in a letter to, or a 
iHe-d-iete with you. I will never put you out of 
countenance before company ; and I hope you will 
never give me reason to be out of countenance for 
you, as any one of the abovementioned defects would 
make me. Prmior mm curat de minimis, was a maxim 
in the Roman law ; for causes only of a certain value 
were tried by him ; but there wen; inferior jurisdic- 
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tions, tlmt took cognizance of the smallest. Now I 
shall tiy you, not only as a Prietor iii the greatest, 
but as Censor in lesser, and as the lowest magistrate 
in the least cases. 

I have this moment received Mr. Harte’s letter of 
the 1st November, new style ; by which I am very 
glad to find that he thinks of moving towards Paris, 
the end of this month, which looks as if his leg were 
better; besides, in my opinion, you both of you 
only lose time at Montpellier ; be would find better 
advice, and you better company, at Paris. In the 
mean time, I hope you go into the best company 
there is at Montpellier, and there always is some at 
the Intendant’s or the Commandant’s. You will 
have had full time to have learned, les petites chan, 
sons Languedociennes, which are exceeding pretty 
ones, both words and tunes. I remember, when I 
was in those parts, 1 was surprised at the difierence 
which I found between the people on one side, and 
those on the other side of the Rhone. The Proven^ 
ceaux were, in general, surly, ill bred, ugly, and 
swarthy; the Languedocians the very reverse; a 
cheerful, well bred, handsome people. Adieu ! 
Yours most affectionately. 

P. S. Upon reflection, I direct this letter to Paris ; 
I think you must have left Montpellier before it 
could arrive there. 


LETTER CCIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Nov. the 19th, O. S. 1750. 
I WAS very glad to find, by your letter of the 12th, 
N. S. that you had informed yourself so well of the 
state of the French marine at Toulon, and of the 
commerce at Marseilles ; they are objects that deserve 
the in(}uiry and attention of every man, who in- 
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tends to be concerned in public alTairs. The French 
are now wisely attentive to both ; their commerce is 
incredibly increased, within these last thirty years : 
they have beaten us out of great part of our Levant 
trade: their East India trade has greatly affected 
ours; and, in the West Indies, their Martinico esta- 
blishment supplies, not only France itself, but the 
greatest part of Europe, witn sugars : whereas our 
islands, as Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward, 
have now no other market for theirs but England. 
New France, or Canada, has also greatly lessened 
our fur and skin trade. It is true (as you say) that 
we have no treaty of commerce subsisting (I do not 
say with Marseilles) but with France. There was a 
treaty of commerce made, between England and 
France, immediately after the treaty of Utrecht ; but 
the whole treaty was conditional, and to depend 
upon the Parliament’s enacting certain things, which 
were stipulated in two of the articles: the Parlio^ 
ment, after a very famous debate, would not do it ; 
so the treaty fell to the ground : however the outlines 
of that treaty are, by mutual and tacit consent, the 
general rules of our present commerce with France. 
It is true too, that our commodities, which go to 
France, must go in our bottoms ; the J’rench having 
imitated, in many respects, our famous Act of Navi, 
gation, as it is commonly called. This act was made 
in the year 1652, in the Parliament held by Oliver 
Cromwell. It forbids all foreign ships to bring into 
England any merchandise or commodities wnatso. 
ever, that were not of the growth and produce of 
that country to which those ships belonged, under 
penalty of the forfeiture of such ships. This act was 
particularly levelled at the Dutch; who were, at 
that time, the carriers of almost all Europe, and got 
immensely by freight. Upon this principle of the 
advantages arising from freight, there is a provision 
in the same act, that even the growth and produce 
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of our own colonies in America shall not be carried 
from thence to any other country in EuVope, without 
first touching in England ; but this clause has lately 
been repealed, in the instances of some perishable 
commodities, such as rice, &c. which are allowed to 
be carried directly from our American colonies to 
other countries. Tlie act also provides, that two 
thirds, I think, of those who navigate the said ships, 
shall be British subjects. There is an excellent, 
and little book, written by the ftunous Monsieur 
Iluet, Evequc d’Avnuichcs, sur le commerce dex 
ancietis, which is very well worth your reading, and 
very soon read. It will give you a clear notion of 
the rise and progress of commerce. There are many 
other books, which take up the histoiy of commerce 
where Monsieur d’Avninches leaves it, and bring it 
down to these times : I advise you to read some of 
them with care; commerce being a very essential 
port of political knowledge in every country ; but 
more particularly in this, which owes all its riches 
and power to it. 

I come now to another part of your letter ; which 
is the orthography, if I may call bad spelling ortho- 
graphy. You spell induce, endme ; and, grandeur, 
you spell grandure ; two faults, of which few of my 
housemaids would have been guilty. 1 must tell 
you, that orthography, in the true sense of the word, 
is so absolutely necessary for a man of letters, or a 
gentleman, that one false spelling may fix a ridicule 
upon him for the rest of his life ; and I know a man 
of quality, who never recovered the ridicule of hav- 
ing spelled wholesome without the w. 

Heading with care, will secure every body from 
false spelling; for books are always well spelled, 
according to the orthography of the limes. Some 
words are indeed doubtful, being spelled differently 
by different authors of equal authority; but those 
are few; and in those cases every man has his 



LETTERS TO HIS SON. 231 

option, because he may plead his authority either 
way ; but, wnere there is but one ri^ht way, as in the 
two words abovementioned, it is unpardonable, and 
ridiculous, for a j^entleman to miss it : even a woman 
of a tolerable education, Avould despise, and lau^h 
at a lover, wiio should send her an ill spelled billet- 
doux. I fear, and suspect, that you have taken it 
into your bead, in most cases, that the Matter is all, 
and the Manner little or nothin},^ If you liave, un- 
deceive yourself, and be convinced, that, in every 
thing, the Manner is iull as important as the Matter. 
If you speak the sense of an angel, in bad words, 
and with a disagreeable utterance, nobody will hear 
you twice, who can help it. If you write epistles as 
well as Cicero ; but in a very bad hand, and very 
ill spelled, whoever receives, will laugh at them; 
and if you had the figure of Adonis, with an awk- 
ward air and motions, it will disgust instead of 
pleasing. Study Manner therefore in every thing, 
if you would be any thing. My principal inquiries 
of my friends at Paris, concerning you, will be 
relative to your Manner of doing, whatever you do. 
I shall not inquire, whether you understand Demos- 
thenes, Tacitus, or the jm jmblicum imjierii ; but I 
shall inquire, whether your utterance is pleasing, 
your style, not only pure, but elegant, your manners 
noble and easy, your air and address engaging ; in 
short, whether you are a gentleman, a man of fashion, 
and fit to keep good company, or not ; for, till I am 
satisfied in these particulars, you and I must by no 
means meet ; I could not possibly stand it. It is in 
your power to become all this at Paris, if you please. 
Consult with Lady Hervey and Madame Monconseil 
upon all these matters ; and they will speak to you, 
and advise you freely. Tell them, that bviogna com- 
patire ancora, that you are utterly new in the world, 
that you are desirous to form yourself, tliat you beg 
they will reprove, advise, and correct you, that you 
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know that none can do it so well ; an^hat you will 
implicitly follow their directions. Tiiis, together 
with your careful observation of the manners of the 
best company, will really form you. 

Abbe Guasco, a friend of mine, will come to you, 
as soon as he knows of your arrival at Paris ; he is 
well received in the best companies there, and will 
introduce you to them. He will be desirous to do 
you any service he can ; he is active and curious, 
and can give you information upon most things. 
He is a sort of complaisant of the President Mon- 
tesquieu, to whom you have a letter. 

I imagine, that this letter will not wait for you 
very long at Paris, where I reckon you will be in 
about a fortnight. Adieu. 


LETTER CCV. 

MON CHER AMI, A Londres, le 24 Dec. V. S. 1750. 
VotJS voila a la fin Parisien, et il faut s'adresser a un 
Parisien en Francois. Vous voudrez bieii aussi me 
repondre de m^me, puisque je serai bien aise de voir 
a quel point vous possedez I'elegance, la delicatesse, 
et I'ortographe de cette longue qui est devenue, pour 
ainsi dire, la langue universelfe de I’Europe. On 
m'assure que vous la paiiez fort bien, mais il y a 
bien et bien. Et tel passera pour la bien parler hors 
de Paris, qui passeroit lui-meme pour Gaulois d 
Paris. Dans ce Pays des modes, le langage meme 
a la sienne, et qui change presqu' aussi souvent que 
celle des habits. 

Vaffecte, le precieux, le neologiquot y sont trop a 
la mode d’aujourd'hui. Connoissez-les, remarquez- 
les, et parlez-les meme, a la bonne heure, mais ne 
vous en laissez pas infecter : Pesprit aussi a sa mode. 
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nt actuellement a Paris, c’est la mode d’en avoir, 
en drpit nr^me de Mincrve; tout le monde court 
apres Pesprit, qui par parenthese nc se laisse jamais 
attraper; s*il ne se presente pas on a beau courir. 
Mais maliieureusement pour ceux qui courent apr^s, 
ils attrapent quelquc chose qu’ils prennent pour de 
I’esprit, et quMls donnent pour tel. C'est tout au 
plus la bonne fortune d’Ixion, c^est une vapeur qu’ils 
embrassent, au lieu de la deesse qu’ils poursuivent. 
De cette erreur resultent ces beaux sentimens qu*on 
n’a jamais senti, ces pensees fausses que la nature 
n*a jiunais produites, et ces expressions entortillees et 
obscures, que non seulement on n’cntend point, mais 
qii^on ne peut pas m^me dechiffrer ni deviner. C’est 
(le tous ces ingredicns que sont composes les deux 
tiers des nouveaux livrcs Fram^ois qui paroissent. 
CPcst la nouvelle cuisine du Pamasse, ou Palambic 
travaille au lieu du pot et de la broche, et ou les 
(piintessences et les extraits dominent. N. B. Le 
sel Atti(iue en est banni. 

II vous faudra bien, de terns en terns, manp^er de 
cette nouvelle cuisine. Mais ne vous y laissez pas 
corrompre le gofit. Fit quand vous voudrez donner 
a manger d votre tour, ctudiez la bonne vieille cuisine 
du terns de Louis quatorze. II y avoit alors des 
chefs admirables, comme Corneille, Boilcau, Racine, 
et la Fontaine. I’out ce (ju*ils appretoient etoit sim- 
ple, sain, et solide. Sans metapliore, ne vous laissez 
pas eblouir par le faux brillant, le recherche, les 
antitheses a la mode ; mais servez vous de votre pro- 
pre bon sens, et appellez les nnciens a votre secours, 
pour vous en garantir. D'un autm c(^te, ne vous 
moquez pas de ceux qui s’y sont laisses sednire; 
vous etes encore trop jeune pour faire le critique, 
et pour vous eiiger en vengeur severe du bon sens 
lese. Seulement ne vous laissez pas pervertir, mais 
nc songcz pas a convertir les autres. Laissez les 
jouir tranquillement de leurs erreurs dans le goiit, 

x2 
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comme duns la religion. Le gout eii France a depuis 
un siccle et demi, eu bien du haul et c¥a bas, aussi 
bien que la France m^me. IjC bon gout commen^a 
seulenient d se faire jour, sous le regne, je ne dis pas 
de Louis treize, mais du Cardinal de Richelieu, et 
fut encore epure sous celui de Louis quatorze, grand 
Roi au moins, s’il n*etoit pas grand nomme. Cor- 
neille etoit le restaurateur du vrai, et le ibndateur 
du theatre F'ranvois ; se ressentant toujours un peu 
des Concetti des Italiens et des Agudeze des Espag- 
nols; temoiii les epigrommes qu*il fait debiter a 
Chimene dans tout rexcds de sa'douleur. 

Mais avant son terns, les Troubadours, et les Ro- 
manciers etoient autant de fous, qui trouvoient des 
sots pour les admirer. Vers la fin du rdgne du Car- 
dinal de Richelieu, et au commencement de celui 
de Louis quatorze, PHotel de Rambouillet etoit le 
Temple du Gout, mais d’lm gofit pas encore tout 
a fait epure. C^etoit plutot un laboratoire d'esprit, 
ou I’on donnoit la torture au bon sens, pour en tirer 
une essence subtile. Voiture y travailloit, et suoit 
meme d grosses gouttes pour faire de Pesprit. Mais 
enfin Boileau et Moliere fixerent le gout du vrai ; eii 
depit des Scudery et des Calprenedes, &c. Ils de- 
con firent et mirent en fuite les Artam^nes, les Jubas, 
les Oroondates, et tons ces heros de Romans, qui 
valoient pourtont chacun seul, mie armee. Ces fous 
chercherent dans les biblioth^ques un asile qu'on leur ■ 
refusa; et ils n'en trouverent que dans quelques 
ruelles. Je vous conseille pourtant de lire un tome 
de Cleopatre et un de Clelie, sans quoi il vous sera 
impossible de vous former une idee de ces extrava- 
gances; mais Dieu vous garde d’aller jusqu’au 
douzieme. 

Le gout resta pur et vrai pendant presque tout le 
regne de Louis quatorze, et jusem’d ce qu’un tres- 
beau g^nie y donna, (mais sans le vouloir) quelque 
atteinte. C\'toit Monsieur de Fontenelle, qui avec 
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tout Peaprit du monde, et un grand savoir, sacritioit 
peut-(itre un* peu trop aux graces, dont il etoit le 
nourrisson, et Televe favori. Admire avec raison, on 
voulut Pimiter, mais malheureusement pour le siecle 
I’auteur des Pastorales, de I’Histoire des Oracles, et 
du theatre Francois, trouva moins d’imitateurs, que 
le Chevalier d*Her ne trouva de singes. Contretait 
depuis, par mille auteurs, il n’a pas ete imite que je 
sache par un seul. 

A riieure qu*il est, Pempire du vrai gout ne me 
paroit pas trop bien affermi en France ; il subsiste 
a la verite, mais il est dechire par des partis ; il y a 
le parti des petits maitres, celui des caillettes, celui 
des lades auteurs dont les ouvrages sont, verba et 
voces et prreterea nihil, et enlin un parti nombreux 
et fort a la mode, d^auteurs qui debitent dans un 
galimatias metaphysique leurs faux raffinemens, sur 
les mouvemens et les sentimens de Vdme, du caur, 
et de V esprit. 

Ne vous en laissez pas imposer par la mode; ni 
par des cliques que vous pourrez Irequenter ; mais 
essayez toutes ces differentes especes, avant que de 
les re9evoir en paiement au coin du bon sens et de 
la raison ; et soyez bien persuade que, rien fCest 
beau (fue le vrai. Tout brillant qui ne resulte pas de 
la sohdite et de la justesse de la pensee n^est qu’un 
faux brillant. Le mot Italien sur le diamant est 
bien vrai d cet egard, quanto pid sodezza, tanto pin 
splendore. 

Tout ceci n’emp6che pas que vous ne deviez vous 
conformer exterieurement aux modes et aux tons 
des differentes compagnies ou vous vous trouverez. 
Parlez epigrammes avec les petits maitres, sentimens 
faux avec les caillettes, et gmimatias avec les beaux 
esprits par etat. A la bonne heure ; d votre age, ce 
n’est pas d vous d doimer le ton d la compagnie, mais 
au contrairc d le prendre. Examinez bien pourlant, 
et pesez tout cela cn vous-mdme ; distingiiez bien le 
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fiiux du vrai) et ne prenez pus le clinquant du Tasse 

pour I’or de Vii'gile. •- 

Vous trouverez en m^me terns a J’aris, des auteurs, 
et des compagnies tres-solides. Vuus ii’entendrez 
point des tadaises, du precieux, du guindt% chez 
Madame de Monconscil, ni aux hotels do Matignoii 
et de Coigny, ou ellc vous presentem ; le President 
Montesquieu nc vous parlera pas pointes. Son livre 
de I’Esprit des Loix, ecrit en langue vulgaire, vous 
pluira, et vous instruira egalement. 

Frequentez le theiitre quand on y jouera les pieces 
de Conieille, de Kacine, et de Moliere, ou il n'y a 
que du naturel et du vrai. Je ne pretends pas par la 
tionner Pexclusion a plusieurs pieces modemes qui 
sont admirables, et en dernier lieu, Cenie, piece 
pleine de sentimens, mais de sentimens vrais, naturels, 
et dims lesquels on se reconnoit. Voulez-vous con. 
noitre les caracteres du jour, lisez les ouvrages de 
Crebillon Ic fils, et de Marivaux. Le premier est 
un peintre excellent ; le second a beaucoup etudie et 
connoit bien le coeur, peut-(itre mome un peu trop, 
Les ogaremens du coeur et de I’esprit par Crebillon 
est un livre excellent dans ce genre ; les caracteres y 
sont bien marquez ; il vous amusera iiihniment, et 
ne vous sera pas inutile. L’Histoire Japonoise dc 
lanzai, et de Neadarne, du memo auteur, est une 
aimable extravagance, et parsemoe de reflexions tr^s, 
Justes; enfin vous trouverez bien a Paris de quoi 
vous former un gout sur et Juste, pourvu que vous 
ne preniez pas le change. 

Comme je vous laisse sur votre bonne foi a Paris 
sans surveillant, je me flatte que vous n’abuserez pas 
de ma coniiance. Je ne demande pas que vous soyez 
Capucin ; bien au contraire, je vous recommande les 

i daisirs, mais j’exige que ce soient les plaisirs d’un 
lonnete homme. Ces plaivsirs la donnentdu brillant 
au caractere d’un jeune homme ; mais la debauche 
avilit ct degrade. J’uurai des relations tres-vraies k 
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detaillees de votre conduite, et selon ces relations 
ie serai plus.^ou moins, ou point du toutj a vous. 
Adieu. 

P. S. Ecrivez moi sans faute une fois la semaine, 
et repondez a celle-ci eii Francois. Faufilez vous 
tant que vous le poiirrez chez les ministres etrangers. 
C*est voyager en difFerens endroits sans changer de 
place. Parlez iPdien a tous Ics Ttalicns, et Allemand 
a tous les Allemands que vous trouverez, pour cii- 
tretenir ces deux langues. 

Je vous souhaite, inon cher, autant de nouvelles 
annees que vous meriterez, et pas une de plus. Mais 
puissiez vous en meriter un grand nombre 1 


TRANSLATION. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, December the 24th, 1750. 
At length you are become a Parisian, and conse- 
([uently must be addressed in French ; you will also 
answer me in the same language, that I may be able 
to judge of the degree in which you possess the 
elegancy, the delicacy, and the orthography of that 
language, which is, in a manner, become the uni- 
versal one of Europe. I am assured that you speak 
it well ; but in that well there are gradations. He, 
who in the provinces might be reckoned to speak 
correctly, would at Paris be looked upon as an an- 
cient Gaul. In that country of mode, even language 
is subservient to fashion, which varies almost as often 
as their clothes. 

The affectedf the refined^ the neologicaly or new and 
fashionable styles are at present too much in vogue 
at Paris. Know, observe, and occasionally converse 
(if you please) according to these different styles ; but 
do not let your taste be infected by them, Wit too 
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is there sabservient to fashion; and actually^ at 
Paris, one must have wit, even in despite of Minerva. 
Every body runs after it ; although, if it does not 
come naturally, and of itself, it never can be over- 
taken. But, unfortunately for those who pursue, 
they seize upon what they take for wit, and endea- 
vour to pass it for such upon others. This is, at 
best, the lot of Ixion, who embraced a cloud instead 
of the Goddess he pursued. Fine sentiments, which 
never existed, false and unnatural thoughts, obscure 
and far-sought expressions, not only unintelligible, 
but which it is even impossible to decipher, or to 
guess at, are all the consequences of this error ; and 
two thirds of the new hWich books which now 
appear, are made up of those ingredients. It is the 
new cookery of Parnassus, in wliich the still is em- 
ployed instead of the pot and the spit, and where 
quintessences and extracts are chiefly used. N. B. 
The Attic salt is proscribed. 

You will now and then be obliged to eat of this 
new cookery, but do not sutler your taste to be cor- 
rupted by it And when you, in your turn, are 
desirous of treating others, take the good old cookery 
of Lewis the fourteenth’s reign for your rule. There 
were at that time admirable head cooks, such as 
Corneille, Boileau, Uacine, and la Fontaine. What- 
ever they prepared was simple, wholesome, and solid. 
But, laying aside all metaj)hors, do not suffer your- 
self to be dazzled by false brilliancy, by unnatural 
expressions, nor by those Antitheses so much in 
fashion : as a protection against such innovations, 
have recourse to your own good sense, and to the 
ancient authors. On the other hand, do not laugh 
at those who give into such errors ; you are as yet 
too young to act the critic, or to stand forth a severe 
avenger of the violated rights of good sense. Con- 
tent yourself with not being perverted, but do not 
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think of converting others ; let them quietly enjoy 
their errors in*taste, as well as in reli^on. Within 
the course of the last century and a half, taste in 
France has (as well as thatkinf^dom itself) undergone 
many vicissitudes. Under the reign of (1 do not say) 
Lewis the Thirteenth, but of Cardinal de Richelieu, 
good taste first began to make its way. It was 
refined under that of Lewis the Fourteenth ; a great 
king at least, if not a great man. Corneille was the 
restorer of true taste, .and the founder of the French 
theatre ; although rather inclined to the Italian Con- 
ceiliy and the Spanish Affudeze. Witness those epi- 
grams which he makes Chimene utter in the greatest 
excess of grief. 

Before his time that kind of itinerant authors 
called Troubadours^ or Romanciers, was a species of 
madmen, who attracted the admiration of fools. To- 
w'ards tha end of Cardinal de Richelieu^s reign, and 
the beginning of Lewis the Fourteenth's, the Temple 
of Taste was established at the hdtel of Rambouillet ; 
but that taste was not judiciously refined: this 
Temple of Taste might more properly have been 
named, a Laboratory of Wit, where good sense was 
put to the torture, in order to extract from it the 
most subtil essence. There it was, that Voiture 
laboured hard, and incessantly, to create wit. At 
length Boilcau and Moliere fixed the standard of true 
taste. In spite of the Scudery's, the Calprenede's 
&c. they delated and put to flight Artamenes, Juba, 
Oroondates, and all those heroes of romance who were 
notwithstanding (eadi of them) as good as a whole 
army. Those madmen then endesivoured to obtain 
an asylum in libraries ; this they could not accom- 
])lish, but were under a necessity of taking shelter in 
the chambers of some few ladies. I would have you 
read one volume of Cleopatra, and one of Clelia, it 
will otherwise be impossible for you to form any idea 
of the extravagancies they contain : but God keep 
you from ever persevering to the twelfth. 
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During almost the whole reign of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, true taste remained in its j/urity until it 
received some hurt, although undesignedly, from a 
very fine genius, I mean Monsieur de Fontenelle ; 
who with the greatest sense, and most solid learning, 
sacrificed rather too much to the Graces, whose most 
favourite child and pupil he was. Admired with 
reason, others tried to imitate him : but unfortunately 
for us, the author of the Pastorals, of the History 
of Oracles, and of the French Theatre, ibund fewer 
imitators, than the Chevalier d’Her did mimics. He 
lias since been taken ofif by a thousand authors ; but 
never really imitated by any one that I know of. 

At this time, the seat of true taste in France seems 
to me not well established. It exists, but torn by 
factions. There is one party of petits maitres, one of 
half-learned women, another of insipid authors, 
whose works are verba et voces et prater ea nihil; and, 
in short, a numerous and very fashionable party of 
writers, who, in a metaphysical, jumble, introduce 
their false and subtile reasonings, upon the move- 
ments, and the sentiments of th^ soul, the heart, and 
the mind. 

Do not let yourself be overpowered by fashion, 
nor by particular sets of people, with whom you 
may be connected ; but try all the different coins, 
before you receive any in payment. Let your own 
good sense and reason judge of the value of each ; 
and be persuaded, that nothing can be beautiful unless 
true. Whatever brilliancy is not the result of the 
solidity and justness of a thou^t, is but a false glare. 
The Italian saying upon a diamond is equally just 
with regard to thoughts, Qv4into piii sodezza, tanto 
pill splendore. 

AU this ought not to hinder you from conforming 
externally to the modes and tones of the different 
companies in which you may chance to be. With 
the petits maitres speak epigrams, false sentiments 
with frivolous women; and a mixture of all these 
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lojjrtithfir, ^vith professed beaux esprils. I would 
have you do%o; for, at your age, you ought not to 
aim at changing the tone of the company, but con- 
form to it. Examine well, however; weigh all 
maturely within yourself ; and do not mistake the 
tinsel of Tasso, for the gold of Virgil. 

You will find at Paris good authors, and circles 
distinguished by the solidity of their reasoning. You 
will never hear trying, affected, and far-sought con- 
versations, at Madame de Monconseirs nor at the 
hotels of Matignon and Coigni, where she will in- 
troduce you. The President Montesquieu will not 
speak to you in the epigrammatic style. His book, 
the Spirit of the Laws, written in the vulgar tongue, 
will equally please and insti'uct you. 

Frequent the theatre, whenever Corneille, Racine, 
and Moliere’s pieces are played. They are accord- 
ing to nature, and to truth. I do not mean by this 
to give an exclusion to several admirable modem 
plays, particularly Cenie*, replete with sentiments 
that are true, natural, and applicable to one’s self. If 
you choose to know the characters of people, now in 
fashion, read Crebillon the younger, and Marivaux’s 
works. The former is a most excellent painter ; the 
latter has studied, and knows the human heart, per- 
haps too well. Crebillon’s Egaremens du Caur et de 
V Esprit is an excellent work in its kind ; it will be of 
infinite amusement to you, and not totally useless. 
The Japanese history of Tanzai' and Neadame, by the 
same author, is an amiable extravagancy, interspersed 
with the most just reflections. In short, provided you 
do not mistake the objects of your attention, you will 
find matter at Paris to form a good and true taste. 

As I shall let you remain at Paris, without any 
person to direct your conduct, I flatter myself, that 
you will not make a bad use of the confidence I re- 

* Imitated in Englisli by Mr. Francis, in a play called 
Eugenia. 
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pose in you. I do not require that you should lead 
the life of a capuchin friar; quite thfe contrary: I 
recommend pleasures to you ; but I expect that they 
shall be the pleasures of a gentleman, 'fliose add 
brilliancy to a young man’s character ; but debau- 
chery vilifies and degrades it. T shall have very true 
and exact accounts of your conduct ; and according 
to the informations I receive, shall be more, or less, 
or not at all yours. Adieu. 

P. S. Do not omit writing to jne once a week ; and 
let your answer to this letter be in French. Connect 
yourself as much as possible with the foreign Mi- 
nisters ; which is properly travelling into different 
countries, without going from one place. Speak 
Italian to all the Italians, and German to all the 
Germans you meet, in order not to forget those two 
languages. 

I wish you, my dear friend, as many happy new 
years as you deserve, and not one more. — May you 
deserve a great number ! 


LETTER CCVl. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Jxmdon, January the Sd, O. S. 17 bi. 

By your letter of the 5th, N. S. I find that your dehul 
at Paris has been a good one ; you are entered into 
good company, and I dare say you will not sink into 
bad. Frequent the houses where you have been once 
invited, and have none of that shyness which makes 
most of your countrymen strangers, where they might 
be intimate and domestic if they pleased. Wherever 
you have a general invitation to sup when you please, 

E refit of it with decency, and go every now and then, 
ord Albemarle will, 1 am sure, be extremely kind 
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to you ; but his house is only a dinner house ; and, 
as I am informed, frequented by no French people. 
Should he happen to employ you in his bureau, 
which 1 much doubt, you must write a better hand 
than your common one, or you will get no great 
credit by your manuscripts ; . ibr your hand is at 
present an illiberal one, it is neither a hand of busi- 
ness, nor of a gentleman ; but the hand of a school, 
boy writing his exercise, which he hopes will never 
be read. 

IVladame de Monconscil gives me a favourable 
account of you, and so do Marquis de Matignon, 
and Madame du Boccage ; they all say that you de- 
sire to please, and consequently promise me that you 
will : and they judge right; for whoever really de- 
sires to please, and has (us you now have) the means 
of learning how, certainly will please : and that is 
the great point of life ; it makes all other things easy. 
Whenever you are with Madame de Monconseil, 
Machune du Boccage, or other women of fashion, 
with whom you are tolerably free, say frankly and 
nutundly, * Je rCai point tVmage du monde, fy suis 
encore hien nevf, je souhaiterois ardemment de plaire, 
mais je ne sais yiieres cmnment nCy prendre ; ayez la 
bonte, Madame^ de me faire part devotre secret deplaire 
d (out le monde, J*en ferai ma fortune, et it vous en 
restera pourtant toujour s, plus quHl ne vous en faut. 
When, in consequence of this request, they shall tell 
you of any little error, awkwardness, or impropriety, 
you should not only feel, but express the warmest 
acknowledgment. Though nature should suffer, and 
she will at first hearing them ; tell them, f la 

* I know litde of the world, 1 am quite a novice in it ; and 
although very desirous of pleasing, I am at a loss for the means. 
Be so good, Madam, as to let me into your secret of pleasing 
eveiy ^dy. I shall owe my success to it, and you will always 
have more than hUis to your share.*’ 

t " That you will look upon tlie most severe criticisms as Uie 
greatest proof of their friendship.” 
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critique la plus sev^e esU d votre egar^, la preuve la 
plus marquee de lent amitie. Mudame du Boccage 
tells me particularly to inform you, * Qu*il me fera 
toujours plaisir et honneur de me vmir voir ; il esl vrai 
qu*a son dge le plaisir de causer est froid, mais je tache- 
rai de lui faire faire connoissance avec des jeunes gens, 
^c. Make use of this invitation, and as you live in 
n. manner next door to her, step in and out there fre- 
quently. Monsieur Du Boccage will go with you, 
he tells me, with great pleasure, to the plays, and 
point out to you whatever deserves your knowing 
there. This is worth your acceptance too, he has a 
very good taste. I have not yet heard from Lady 
Hervey upon your subject, but as you inform me 
tliat you have already supped with her once, I look 
upon you as adopted by her : consult her in all your 
little matters ; tell her any difficulties that may occur 
to you ; ask her what you should do or say in such 
or such cases ; she has fmage du monde en perfection, 
and will help you to acquire it. Madame de Ber- 
kenrode est paitrie de graces, and your quotation is 
very applicable to her. You may be there, I dare 
say, as often as you please, and I would advise you 
to sup there once a week. 

You say, very justly, that as Mr. Harte is leaving 
you, you shall want advice more tlian ever ; you 
shall never want mine ; and as you have alreiuly had 
so much of it, I must rather repeat, than add to what 
I have already given you ; but that I will do, and 
add to it occasionally, as circumstances may require. 

At present, I shall only remind you of your two 
great objects, which you should always attend to : 
they are Parliament and Foreign affairs. With re- 
gard to the former, you can do nothing, while abroad, 
but attend carefully to the purity, correctness, and 

* I shall always receive the honour of his visits with plear 
sure : it is true, that at liis age the pleasures of conversation are 
cold ; but I will endeavour to bring him acquainted with young 
people, &c.” 
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elegancy of your diction, the cleamess and grace- 
i'ulne.ss of yt)ur utterance, in whatever language 
you speak. As for the parliamentary knowledge, I 
will take care of that, when you come home. With 
regard to foreign affairs, every thing you do abroad 
may and ought to tend that way. Your reading 
should be chiefly historical ; I do not mean of remote, 
dark, and fabulous history, still less of jimcrack na- 
tural history of fossils, minerals, plants, &c. but 1 
mean the useful, political, and constitutional history 
of Europe, for these last three centuries and a half. 
The other thing necessary for your foreign object, 
and not less necessary than either ancient or modern 
knowledge, is a great knowledge of the world, man- 
ners, politeness, address, and le ton de la b&nne com^ 
pagnie. In that view, keeping a great deal of good 
company is the principal point to which you are now 
to attend. It seems ridiculous to tell you, but it is 
most certainly true, that your dancing master is at 
this time the man in all Europe of the greatest im- 
portance to you. You must dance well, in order to 
sit, stand, and walk well ; and you must do all these 
well, in order to please. What with your exercises, 
some reading, and a great deal of company, your 
day is, I confess, extremely taken up ; but tlie day, 
if well employed, is long enough lor every thing ; 
and I am sure you will not slattern away one moment 
of it in inaction. At your age people have strong 
and active spirits, alacrity and vivacity in all tliey 
do ; are immgriy indefatigable, and quick. The dif- 
ference is, that a young fellow of parts exerts all those 
happy dispositions in the pursuit of proper objects ; 
endeavours to excel in the solid, and in the showish 
parts of life ; whereas a silly puppy or a dull rogue 
throws away all his youth and spirits upon trifles, 
when he is serious ; or upon disgraceful vices, while 
he aims at pleasures. This, T am sure, will not he 
your case ; your good sense and your good conduct 

y 2 
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hitherto, are your guarantees with me for the future. 
Continue only at Paris as you have begun, and your 
stay there will make you, what I have dways wished 
you to be ; as near perfection as our nature permits. 

Adieu, my dear ; remember to write to me once a 
week, not as to a father, but without reserve as to a 
friend. 


LETTER CCVII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Jan. the 14th, O. S. 1751. 
Among the many good things Mr. Harte has told 
me of you, two in particular gave me ^reat pleasure. 
The first, that you are exceedingly careful and jealous 
of the dignity of your character: that is the sure and 
solid foundation upon which you must both stand 
and rise. A man*s moral character is a more delicate 
thing than a woman's reputation of chastity. A slip 
or two may possibly be forgiven her, and her cha- 
rocter may be clarified by subsequent and continued 
good conduct: but a man's moral character once 
tainted is irreparably destroyed. The second was, 
that you had acquired a most correct and extensive 
knowledge of foreign affairs, such as the history, the 
treaties, and the forms of government of the several 
countries of Europe. This sort of knowledge, little 
attended to here, will make you not only useful, but 
necessary, in your future destination, and carry you 
very far. He added, that you wanted from hence 
some books relative to our laws and constitution, our 
colonies, and our commerce; of which you know 
less than of those of any other part of Europe. I will 
send you what short books I can find of that sort, 
to give you a general notion of those things ; but you 
cannot have time to go into their depths at present, 
you cannot now engage with new folios ; you and I 
will refer the constitutional part of this country to 
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our meetinp^ here, when we will enter seriously into 
it, and read the necessary books together. In the 
mean time, go on in the course you are in, of foreign 
matters ; converse with Ministers and others of every 
country, watch the transactions of every Court, and 
endeavour to trace them up to their source. This, 
with your physics, your geornetry, and your exer- 
cises, will be all that you can possibly have time for 
at Paris ; for you must allow a great deal for com- 
pany and pleasures : it is they that must give you 
those manners, that address, that tmmure of the heau 
mmde, which will qualify you for your future desti- 
nation. You must first please, in order to get the 
confidence, and consequently the secrets of the Courts 
and Ministers for whom and with whom you nego- 
tiate. 

I will send you by the first opportunity, a short 
book written by Lord Bolingbroke, under the name 
of Sir John Oldcasde, containing remarks upon the 
History of England ; which will give you a clear 
general notion of our constitution, and which will 
serve you, at the same time (like all Lord Boling- 
broke’s works) for a model of eloquence and style. 
I will also send you Sir Josiah Childe’s little book 
upon trade, which may properly be called, the Com.- 
mercial Grammar. He lays down the true principles 
of commerce, and his conclusions from them are 
generally very just. 

Since you turn your thoughts a little towards trade 
and commerce, which I am very glad you do, I will 
recommend a French book to you, that you will 
easily get at Paris, and which I take to be the best 
book in the world of that kind ; I mean the Diction- 
naire de Commerce de Savary, in three volumes in 
folio ; where you wiU find every thing that relates to 
trade, commerce, specie, exchange, &c. most clearly 
stated ; and not only relative to France, but to the 
whole world. You will easily suppose, that I do not 



248 1A>K1) CIIEBTERFIKLD'S 

advise you to reu<l such a book lout de suite; but I 
only mean that you should have it un hand to have 
recourse to occasionally. 

With this great stock ol‘lK>th useful and ornamental 
knowledge, which you liave already acquired, and 
which, by your apjdication and industry, you are 
daily increasing, you will lay such a solid foundation 
of future figure and fortune, that, if you complete 
it by all the accomplishments of manners, graces, 
&c. I know nothing which you may not aim at, and, 
in time, hop<i for. Your great point at present at 
Paris, to which all other considerations must give 
way, is to become entirely a man of fashion ; to be 
well bred without ceremony, easy without negligence, 
steady and intrepid with modesty, genteel without 
affectation, insinuating without meanness, cheerful 
without being noisy, frank without indiscretion, and 
secret without mysteriousness ; to know tlie proper 
time and place for whatever you say or do, and to 
do it with an air of condition : all this is not so soon 
nor so easily learned as people imagine, but requires 
observation and time. The world is an immense 
folio, which demands a great deal of lime and atten- 
tion to be read and undorsUx)d as it ought tt> be : 
you have not yet read above four or five pages of it ; 
and you will have but barely time to dip now and 
then in other less important books. 

Lord Albemarle has (I know) wrote to a fiiend of 
his here, that you do not frequent him so much as he 
expected and desired ; that he fears somebody or other 
has given you wrong impressions of him ; and that 
I may possibly think, from your being seldom at his 
house, that he has Vieen wanting in his attentions to 
you. 1 told the person who told me this, that, on 
the contrary, you seemed, by your letters to me, to 
be extremely pleased with Lord Albemarle’s be- 
haviour to you ; but that you were obliged to give 
up dining abroad, during your coui*se of expert- 
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mental philosophy. I guessed the true reason, which 
I believe was, that, as no French people frequent his 
house, you rather chose to dine at other places ; where 
you were likely to meet with better company than 
your countiymen ; and you were in the right of it. 
Ilowever, I would have you show no shyness to Lord 
Albemarle, but go to him, and dine with him oftener 
than it may be you would wish; for the sake of 
having him speak well of you here when he returns. 
He is a good deal in fashion here, and his puffing 
you (to use an awkward expression) before you return 
here, will be of great use to you afterwards. People 
in general take characters, as they do most things, 
upon trust, rather than be at the trouble of examining 
them themselves ; and the decisions of four or five 
fashionable people, in every place, are final, more 
particularly with regard to characters, which all can 
near, and but few judge of. Do not mention the 
least of this to any mortal, and take care that Lord 
Albemarle do not suspect that you know any thing 
of the matter. 

Lord Huntingdon and liord Stormont are, I hear, 
arrived at Paris; you have, doubtless, seen them, 
liord Stormont is well spoken of here ; however, in 
your connections, if you form any with them, show 
Hither a preference to Lord Huntingdon, for reasons 
which you will easily guess. 

Mr. Horte goes this week to Cornwall, to take 
possession of his living; he has been installed at 
Windsor : he will return hither in about a month, 
when your literary correspondence with him will be 
regularly carried on. Your mutual concern at parting 
was a good sign for both. 

I have this moment received good accounts of you 
from Paris. Go on, vovs Hes en bon train. Adieu, 



250 


I.ORI) CIIKSTEIIFIELD’S 


LETTER CCVIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Jan. the 2l8t, O. S. 1751. 
In all my letters from Paris, I have the pleasure of 
finding, amonj^ many other good things, your docility 
mentioned with emphasis: this is the sure way of 
improving in those things, which you only want. It 
is true, they are little; but it is as true too that they 
are necessary things. As they are mere matters of 
usage Jind mode, it is no disgrace for any body of 
your age to be ignorant of them ; and the most com- 
pendious way of learning them is, fairly to avow 
your ignorance, and to consult those who, from long 
usage and experience, know them best. Good sense, 
and good nature, suggest civility in general ; but, in 
good breeding, there are a thousand little delicacies, 
which are established only by custom ; and it is these 
little elegancies of manners, which distinguish a cour- 
tier, and a man of fashion, from the vulgar. I am 
assured, by different people, that your air is already 
much improved; and one of my correspondents 
makes you the true French compliment of saying, 
J^ose vom frometlre qu^ll sera bientot comnw un de 
710 US aulres. However unbecoming this speech may 
be in the mouth of a Frenchman, I lun very glad 
that they think it applicable to you ; for I would 
have you not only adopt, but rival, the best manners 
and usages of the place you are at, be they what they 
will ; that is the versatility of manners, which is so 
useful in the course of the world. Choose your 
models well at Paris ; and then rival them in their 
own way. 'Phere arc fashionable words, phrases, 
and even g(‘stures at Paris ; which are called du bon 
ton; not to mention certaincs petitas poHtesse el atten- 
lions, (jui ne sonf rien en fUes-mvmvs, which fashion 
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has rendered nece.ssary. Make yourself master ol‘ 
all these thing^si; and to such a deforce as to make 
the French say, qv^on diroit que dest un Fran^-ois; 
and Avlien herealler you shall be at other Courts, do 
the same thinjr there ; and conform to the fashionable 
manners and usage of the place; that is what the 
French themselves are not apt to do : wherever they 
go, they retain their own mtmners, as thinking them 
the best ; but, granting them to be so, they are still 
in the wrong, not to conibrm to those of the place. 
One would desire to please, wherever one is; and 
notliing is more innocently flattering, than an appro^ 
bation, and an imitation of ihe people one converses 
with. 

I hope your colleges with Marcel go on prosper- 
ously. In those ridiculous, tliough, at the same time, 
really important lectures pray attend; and desire 
your Professor also to attend more particularly to 
the chapter of the anns. It is they that decide a 
man's being genteel or otherwise, more than any 
other part of t lie body. A twist, or stifthess in the 
wrist, will make any man in Europe look awkward. 
The next thing to be attended to, is your coming 
into a room, and presenting yourself to a company. 
I’his gives the first impression ; and the first impres- 
sion is often a lasting one. I'herelbre, pray desire 
Professor Marcel to make you come in and go out 
of his room frequently, and in the supposition of 
different companies being there ; such as ministers, 
women, mixed companies, &c. Those who present 
themselveB well have a certain dignity in their air; 
which, without the least seeming mixture of pride, 
at once engages, and is respected. 

I should not so often repeat, nor so long dwell 
upon such trifles, with any body that had less solid 
and valuable knowledge than you have. Frivolous 
people attend to those things, par preference; they 
know nothing else ; my fear with you is, that, from 
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knowing belter things, you should despise these too 
much, and think them of much le.is consequence 
than they really are ; for they are of a great deal, 
and more especially to you. 

Pleasing and governing women, may, in time, be 
of great service to you. They often please and govern 
others. A proms ; are you in love with Madame de 
Berkenrode still, or has some other taken her place 
in your affections ? I lake it for granted, that qua te 
cumque domat Venus, non eruhescendis adurit iqnibus. 
Un arranqement honnele sied bien d un galant homme. 
In that case T recommend to you the utmost discre- 
tion, and the profoundest silence. Bragging of, 
hinting at, intimating, or even affectedly disclaiming 
and denying such an arrangement, will equally dis- 
credit you among men and women. An unaffected 
silence upon that subject is the only true medium. 

In your commerce with women, and indeed with 
men too, une cerlaine dmceur is particularly en- 
gaging ; it is that which constitutes that character, 
which the French talk of so much, and so justly 
value; I mean Vaimahle. This douceur is not so 
easily described as felt. It is the compound result 
of different things : a complaisance, a flexibility, but 
not a servility of manners: an air of softness in 
the countenance, gesture, and expression ; equally, 
whether you concur, or differ with the person you 
converse with. Observe those carefully, who have 
that douceur, which charms you and others; and 
your own good sense will soon enable you to dis- 
cover the different ingredients of which it is com- 
posed. You must be more particularly attentive to 
this douceur, whenever you are obliged to refuse 
what is asked of you, or to say what in itself cannot 
be very agreeable to those to whom you say it. It 
is then the necessary gilding of a disagreeable pill. 
Uaimable consists in a thousand of these little things 
aggregately. It is the suaviler in modo, which I have 
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SO often recommended to you. The respectable^ Mr. 
llarte assures* me, you do not want, and I believe 
him. Study then carefully, and acouire perfectly 
the aimable, and you will have every thing. 

Abbe Guasco, who is another of your panegyrists, 
writes me word, that he has taken you to dinner at 
Marquis de St. Germain’s ; where you will be wel- 
come as often as you please, and the ofiener the 
better. Profit of that, upon the principle of travel- 
ling in difterent countries, without changing places. 
Fie says too, that he will take you to the parliament, 
when any remarkable cause is to be tried. That is 
very well ; go through the several chambers of the 
parliament, and see and hear what they are doing : 
join practice and observation to your theoretical 
knowledge of their rights and privileges. No Eng- 
lishman has the least notion of them. 

I need not recommend you to go to the bottom 
of the constitutional and political knowledge of 
countries ; for Mr. Harte tells me, that you have a 
peculiar turn that way, and have informed yourself 
most correctly of them. 

I must now put some queries to you, as to a juris 
publici peritus, which I am Sure you can answer me, 
and which I own I cannot dnswer myself’: they are 
upon a subject now much talked of. 

1st, Are there any particular forms requisite for 
the election of a King of the Romans, different from 
those which are necessary for the election.of an Em- 
peror? 

2dly, Is not a King of the Romans as legally 
elected by the votes of a majority of the electors, as 
by two thirds, or by the unanimity of the electors ? 

3dly, Is there any particular law or constitution 
of the Empire, that distinguishes, either in matter or 
in form, the election of a King of the Romans from 
that of an Emperor? And is not the golden bull of 
Charles the I’ourth equally the rale for both ? 

VOL. II. z 
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4thly, Were there not, at a meeting of a certain 
number of the electors (I have forgcVt when) some 
rules and limitations agreed upon concerning the 
election of a King of the Romans ? and were those 
restrictions legal, and did they obtain the force of 
law? 

How happy am I, my dear child, that I can apply 
to you for knowledge, and with a certainty of being 
rightly informed? It is knowledge, more than quick, 
flashy parts, that makes a man of business. A man 
who is master of liis matter will, with inferior parts, 
be too hard in parliament, and indeed any where 
else, fora man of better parts, who knows his subject 
but superficially : and if to his knowledge he joins 
eloquence and elocution, be must necessarily soon 
be at the head of that assembly ; hut without those 
two, no knowledge is sufficient. 

Lord Huntingdon writes me word he has seen 
you, and that you have renewed your old school- 
acquaintance. Tell me fairly your opinion of him, 
and of his friend Lord Stormont ; and also of the 
other English people of fashion you meet with. I 

F romise you inviolable secrecy on my part. You and 
must now write to each other as friends, and with- 
out the least reserve ; there will for the future be a 
thousand things in my letters, which I would not 
have any mortal living but yourself see or know. 
Those you will easily distinguish, and neither show 
nor repeat ; and I will do the same by you. 

To come to another subject, for I have a pleasure 
in talking over every subject with you ; How deep 
are you in Italian? Do you understand Ariosto, 
Tasso, Boccaccio, and Machiavclli ? If you do, you 
know enough of it, and may know all the rest, by 
reading, when you have time. Little or no business 
is written in Italian, except in Italy; and if you 
know enough of it, to understand the few Italian 
letters, that may in time come in your way, and 
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to speak Italian tolerably, to those very few Italians 
who speak no ■French, give yourself no farther trou- 
ble about that language, till you happen to have full 
leisure to perfect yourself in it It is not the same 
with regard to German ; your speaking and writing 
that weU, will particularly distinguish you from 
every other man in England ; and is, moreover, of 
great use to any one who is, as jjrobably you will be, 
employed in the Empire. Tiierefore, pray cultivate 
it sedulously, by writing four or five lines of German 
every day, and by speaking it to every German you 
meet with. 

You have now got a footing in a great many good 
houses at Paris, in which 1 advise you to make 
yourself domestic. This is to be done by a certain 
easiness of carriage, and a decent familiarity. Not 
by way of putting yourself upon the frivolous foot^ 
ing of being sans consequertce, but by doing, in some 
degree, the honours of the house and table, calling 
yourself en badinant le qahpin d*ici, saying to the 
master or mistress, ceci est de mon departemmt^ je 
m*eH charge, avouez que je vi*en acquit te d merveille. 
This sort of badinage has something engaging and 
liant in it, and begets that decent familiarity, which 
it is both agreeable and useful to establish in good 
houses, and with people of fashion. Mere formal 
visits, dinners, and suppers, upon formal invitations, 
are not the thing; they add to no connexion, nor 
information : but it is the easy, careless ingress and 
egress, at all hours, that forms the pleasing and pro- 
fitable commerce of life. 

The post is so negligent, that I lose some letters 
from Paris entirely, and receive others much later 
than I should. To this I ascribe my having received 
no letter from you for above a fortnight, which, to 
my impatience, seems a long time. I expect to hear 
from you once a week. Mr. Harte is gone to Corn- 
wall, and will be back in about three weeks. I have 
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u packet of books to send you by the first opportu- 
nity, which, I believe, will be Mr. Yffrke’s return to 
Paris. The Greek books come from Mr. Harte, and 
the English ones from your humble servant. 

Read I^ord Bolingbroke’s with great attention, as 
well to the style as to the matter. J wish you could 
fonn yourself such a style in every language. Style 
is the dress of tlioughts, and a well dressed thought, 
like a well dressed man, appears to great advantage. 

Yours. Adieu. 


LETTER CCIX. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, London. Jan. the 28th, O. S. 1751. 


A bill for ninety pounds sterling was brought me, 
the other day, said to be drawn upon me by you ; 
I scrupled paying it at first, not upon account of 
the sum, but because you had sent me no letter of 
advice, which is always done in those transactions ; 
and still more, because I did not perceive that you 
had signed it. The person who presented it, de- 
sired me to look again, and that J should discover 
your name at the bottom ; accordingly I looked 
again, and, with the help of my magnifying glass, did 
perceive, that what I had first taken only for some- 
body’s mark was, in truth, your name, written in the 
worst and smallest hand I ever saw in my life. 1 
cannot write quite so ill, but it was something like 
this» However, I paid 


it at a venture ; though I would almost rather lose the 
money, than that such a signature should be yours. 
All gentlemen, and all men of business, write their 
names always in the same way, that their signature 
may be so well known as not to be easily counter- 
feited ; and they generally sign in rather a larger 
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character than their common hand ; whereas your 
name was in a less, and a worse, than your common 
writinpf. This su^ested to me the various accidents 
which may very probably happen to you, while you 
write so ill. For instance, if you were to write in 
such a character to the secretary’s office, your letter 
would immediately be sent to the decipherer, as 
containini^ matters of the utmost secrecy, not fit to 
be trusted to the common character. If you were to 
write so to an antiquarian, he (knowing you to be a 
man of learning) would certainly try it by the Runic, 
Celtic, or Sclavonian alphabet ; never suspecting it 
to be a modem character. And, if you were to send 
a poulet to a fine woman, in such a hand, she would 
think that it really came from the poulailler^ which, 
by the by, is the etymology of the word, pmlet; for 
Ueniy the Fourth of France used to send billets- 
doux to his mistresses, by his poulailler, under pre- 
tence of sending them chickens ; which gave the 
name of poulets to those short, but expressive, manu- 
scripts. I have often told you, that every man, who 
has the use of his eyes and of his hand, can write 
whatever hand he pleases ; and it is plain that you 
can, since you write both the Greek and German 
characters, which you never learned of a writing- 
master, extremely well, though your common hand, 
which you learned of a master, is an exceeding bad 
and illiberal one, equally unfit for business or com- 
mon use. 1 do not desire that you should write the 
laboured, stiff character of a writingmaster: a man 
of business must write quick and well, and that de- 
pends singly upon use. I would therefore advise 
you to get some very good writingmaster at Paris, 
and apply to it for a month only, which will be suffi- 
cient; for, upon my word, the writing of a genteel 
plain hand of business is of much more importance 
than you think. You will say, it may be, that when 
you write so very ill, it is because you are in a hurry ; 
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to which I answer. Why are you ever in a hurry ? a 
man of sense may be in haste, i>ut can never be in a 
hurry, because he knows, that whatever he does in a 
hurry he must necessarily do very ill. He may be 
in haste to dispatch an affair, but he will take care 
not to let that haste hinder his doiiij^ it well. Little 
minds are in a hurry, when the object proves (as it 
commonly does) too bi*^ for them ; they run, they 
hare, they puzzle, confound, and perplex them- 
selves; they want to do every thing at once, and 
never do it at all. But a man of sense takes the 
time necessary for doing the thing he is about, well ; 
and his haste to dispatch a business, only appears by 
the continuity of his application to it ; he pursues it 
with a cool steadiness, and finishes it before he begins 
any other. I own your time is much taken up, and 
you have a great many different things to do ; but 
remember, that you had much better do halfof them 
well, and leave the other half undone, than do them 
all indifferently. Moreover, the few seconds that 
are saved in the course of the day, by writing ill 
instead of well, do not amount to an object of time, 
by any means equivalent to the disgrace or ridicule 
of writing the scrawl of a common whore. Consider, 
that if your very bad writing could furnish me with 
matter of ridicule, what will it not do to others, who 
do not view you in that partial light that I do. There 
was a Pope, I think it was Pope (^higi, who was 
justly ridiculed for his attention to little things, and 
his inability in great ones; and tlicretbrc called 
maximus in minimis^ and minimus in maximis; Why i* 
Because he attended to little things, when he had 
great ones to do. At this particular period of your 
life, and at the place you are now in, you have only 
little things to do ; and you should make it habitual 
to you to do them well, that they may require no 
attention from you when you have, as I hope you 
>yill have, greater things to mind. Make a good 
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handwriting; familiar to you now, that you may here- 
after have notl^ng but your matter to think of, when 
you have occasion to write to Kings and Ministers. 
Dunce, dress, present yourself, habitually well now, 
that you may have none of those little things to think 
of hereafter, and whicli will be all necessary to be 
done well occasionally, when you will have greater 
things to do. 

As r am eternally thinking of every thing that can 
be relati\ e to you, one thing has occurred to me, 
which I think necessary to mention, in order to pre- 
vent the difficulties, which it might otherwise lay you 
under : it is this ; as you get more acquaintances at 
Paris, it will be imj)ossible for you to frequent your 
first acquaintances so much as you did, while you 
had no others. As for example, at your first debut, 
I suppose, you were chiefly at Madame MonconseiPs, 
Lady Ilervey’s, and Miulame Du Boccage’s. Now 
that you have got so many other houses, you cannot 
be at theirs so often as you used ; but pray take care 
not to give them the Iea.st reason to think, that you 
neglect or despise them, for the sake of new and 
more dignified and shining acquaintances; which 
would be ungrateful and imprudent on your part, 
and never forgiven on theirs. Call upon them often, 
though you do not stay with them so long as for- 
merly ; tell tliem that you are sorry you are obliged 
to go away, but that you have such and such engage- 
ments, with which gocxl breeding obliges you to 
comply; and insinuate that you would rather stay 
with them. In short, take care to make as many 
personal friends, and as few personal enemies, as 
possible. I do not mean, by personal friends, inti- 
mate and confidential friends, of which no man can 
hope to have half a dozen in the whole course of his 
life ; but I mean friends, in the common acceptation 
of the word ; that is, people who speak well of you, 
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and who would rather do you g^ood than harm^ con> 
sistently with their own interest, and no farther. 
Upon the whole, I recommend to you again and 
again les graces. Adorned by them, you may, in a 
manner, do what you please ; it will be approved of; 
without them, your best qualities will lose half their 
efficacy. Endeavour to be fashionable among the 
I’rench, which will soon make you fashionable here. 
Monsieur de Matignon already calls you le petit 
Fran\'ois. If you can get that name generally at 
Paris, it will put you d la mode. Adieu, my dear 
child. 


LETTER CCX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Feb. the 4tb, O. S. 1751. 
The accounts which 1 receive of you from Paris 
grow every day more and more satisfactory. Lord 
Albemarle has wrote a sort of panegyric of you, 
which has been seen by many people here, and 
which will be a very useful forerunner for you. 
Being in fashion is important point for any body, 
any where; but it would be a very great one for 
you to be established in the fashion here before you 
return. Your business would be half done by it, 
as I am sure you would not give people reason to 
change their favourable presentiments of you. The 
good that is said of you will not, I am convinced, 
make you a coxcomb ; and, on the other hand, the 
being thought still to want some little accomplish- 
ments, will, I am persuaded, not mortify you, but 
only animate you to acquire them ; I will, therefore, 
give you both fairly in the following extract of a 
letter which I lately received from an impartial and 
discerning friend. 
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J’ose vous assurer que Monsieur Stanhope 
reussira. 11 un grand fond de savoir, et une 
memoire prodigieuse, sans faire parade de Pun ou 
de Paulre. II cherche d. plaire, et il plaira. T1 a de 
la phisionomie ; sa figure est jolie quoique petite. 
J1 ii’tt rien de gauche, quoi quMl n’aie jjas encore 
toules les graces requises, que Marcel et les femmes 
lui donneront bientot. Enfin il ne lui manque que 
ce qui devoit nccessairement lui manquer A son age; 
je veux dire, les u.sages, et une eertaine delicatesse 
dans les manit'res, (jui lie s’acquicrent que par le 
terns et la bonne compagnie. Avec son esprit, il 
les prendra bientot, il y a deja fait des progres, et il 
frtk][uente les compagnies les plus propres a les lui 
donner.” 

By this extract, which I can assure you is a faith- 
ful one, you and I have both of us the satisfaction 
of knowing, how much you have, and how little you 
want. liCt what you have give you (if possible) 
rather more seemiiiy modesty, but at tlie same time 
more interior firmness and assurance ; and let what 
you want, M'hich you sec is very attainable, retlouble 
your attention and endeavours to acquire it. You 
have, in truth, but that one thing to apply to ; and a 
very pleasing ajiplication it is, since it is through 
pleasures that you must arrive at it. Company, 


♦ " Pennit me to assure you. Sir, that Mr. Stanhope will suc- 
ceed. He has a great fund of knowledge, and. an uncommonly 
good memory, although he does not make any parade of either 
the one or the other, lie is desirous of pleasing, and ho will 
please. He has an expressive countenance ; his figure is ele- 
gant, although little. He has nottlie least awkwardness, though 
ho has not as yet aciiuired all the graces retjuisito ; which Mar- 
cel and the ladies will soon give him. In short, he wants notliing 
but those things, which, at his age, must unavoidably be want- 
ing \ 1 mean, a certain turn and delicacy of manners, which are 
to be acquired only by time, and in good company. Ready, as 
he is, ho will soon loam them ; particularly as he frequents such 
companies as are the most proper to give them.” 
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suppers, balls, spectacles^ which show you the models 
upon which you should form yourstuf, and all the 
little usages, customs, and delicacies, which you 
must adopt, and make habitual to you, are now 
your only schools and universities ; in which young 
fellows and fine women will give you the best lec- 
tures. 

Monsieur du Boccage is another of your panegy- 
rists ; and he tells me that Madame du Boccage a 
pris avec turns le ton de mie et de bonne ; and that you 
like it very well. You are in the right of it; it is 
the way of improving : endeavour to be upon that 
footing with every woman you converse with ; ex- 
cepting where there may be a tender point of con- 
nexion ; a point which I have nothing to do with : 
but if such a one there is, I hope she has not de 
mammis ni de vilains bras, which 1 agree with you in 
tliinking a very disagreeable thing. 

I have sent you, by the opportunity of Pollock 
the courier, who was once my servant, two little 
parcels of Cl reek and English books; and shall send 
you two more by Mr. Yorke : but I accompany them 
with this caution ; that, as yon have not much time 
to read, you should employ it in reading what is 
the most necessary, and that is, indisputably, modern 
historical, geographical, chronological, and political 
knowledge ; the present constitution, maxims, force, 
riches, trade, commerce, characters, parties, and 
cabals of the several Courts of Europe. Many who 
are reckoned good scholars, though they know pretty 
accurately the governments of Athens and Rome, 
are totally ignorant of the constitution of any one 
country now in Europe, even of their own. Read 
just Latin and Greek enough to keep up your clas- 
sical learning, which will be an ornament to you 
while young, and a comfort to you when old. But 
the true useful knowledge, and especially for you, is 
the modem knowledge above mentioned. It is that 
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which must qualify you both for domestic and foreign 
business, and it is to that, therefore, that you should 
principally direct your attention ; and I know with 
great pleasure, that you do so. T would not thus 
commend you to yourself, if I thought commendiu 
tions would have upon you those ill effects, which 
they frequently have upon weak minds. I think 
you are much above being a vain coxcomb, over- 
rating your own merit, and insulting others with the 
superabundance of it. On the contrary, I am con- 
vinced, that the consciousness of merit makes a man 
of sense more modest, though more firm. A man 
who displays his own merit is a coxcomb, and a 
man who does not know it is a fool. A man of 
sense knows it, exerts it, avails himself of it, but 
never boasts of it ; and always seems rather to under 
than over value it, though, in truth, he sets the right 
value upon it. It is a very true maxim of la Bru- 
yere's (an author well worth your studying) qu* 07 i ne 
vaut dans ce monde que ce qua I'un veut valoir. A 
man who is really diffident, timid, and bashful, be 
his merit what it will, never can push himself in the 
world ; his despondency throws him into inaction ; 
and the forward, the bustling, and the petulant, will 
always get the better of him. The Manner makes 
the whole difference. What would be impudence in 
one Manner, is only a proper and decent assurance 
in another. A man of sense, and of knowledge of 
the world, will assert his own rights, and pursue his 
own objects as steadily and intrepidly, as the most 
impudent man living, and commonly more so ; but 
then he has art enough to give an outward air of 
modesty to all he does. This engages and prevails, 
whilst the very same things shock and fail, from the 
overbearing or impudent manner only of doing them. 
I repeat my maxim, Suaviter in modo, sed fortit^ in 
re. Would you know the characters, modes, and 
manners of the latter end of the last age, which are 
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very like those of the present, read lia Bruyere. But 

would you know man, independently<of modes, read 

Ija Rochefoucault, who, I am afraid, paints him very 

exactly. 

Give the enclosed to Ahbe Guasco, of whom you 
make j^ood use, to go about with you, and see things. 
Between you and me, he has more knowledge tlnin 
j)arts. Main nn habile homme sail iirer parti de tout ; 
and every body is good for something. President 
Montesquieu is, in eveiy sense, a most useful ac- 
quaintance. He has parts joined to great reading 
and knowledge of the world. Puisez dans cvtte source 
lant me. vous nourrcz. 

Adieu ! May the graces attend you ; for without 
them ogni fatica e rana. If they do not come to you 
willingly, ravish them, and force them to accompany 
all you think, all you say, and all you do. 


LETTER CCXI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Feb. the 11th, O. S. 17.51. 
When you go to the play, which I hope you do 
often, for it is a very instructive amusement, you 
must certainly have observed the very different 
effects which the several parts have upon you, ac- 
cording as they are well or ill acted. The very best 
tragedy of Corneille's, if well spoken and acted, 
interests, engages, agitates, and affects your passions. 
Love, terror, and pity, alternately possess you. But 
if ill spoken and acted, it would only excite your 
indignation or your laughter. Why ? It is still Cor- 
neille's ; it is the same sense, the same matter, whe- 
ther well or ill acted. It is then merely the manner 
of speaking and acting that makes this great differ- 
ence in the effects. Apply this to yourself, and 
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conclude trom it, that if you would either please in 
a private company, or persuade in a public assem- 
bly; air, looks, jrestures, graces, enunciation, proper 
accents, just emphasis, dnd tuneful cadences, are 
full as necessary as the matter itself. Let awkward, 
ungraceful, inelegant, and duU fellows say what 
tliey will in behalf of their solid matter, and strong 
reasonings; and let them despise all those gnices 
and ornaments, which engage the senses and capti- 
vate the heart; they will find (though they will 
possibly wonder why) that their rough unpolished 
matter, and their unadorned, coarse, but strong argu- 
ments, will neither please nor persuade ; but, on the 
contrary, will tire out attention, and excite disgust. 
We are so made, we love to be pleased, better than 
to l)e informed ; information is, in a certain degree, 
mortifying, as it implies our previous ignorance; it 
must be sweetenefl to be palatable. 

To bring this directly to you ; know that no man 
can make a figure in this country, but by parlia- 
ment. Your fate depends upon your success there 
as a speaker ; and, take my word for it, that success 
turns much more upon Manner than Matter. Mr. 
Pitt, and Mr. Murray the solicitor-general, uncle to 
Lord Stormont, are, beyond comparison, the best 
speakers ; why ? Only because they are the best ora- 
tors. They alone can inflame or quiet the House ; they 
alone are so attended to, in that numerous and noisy 
assembly, that you might hear a pin fall while either 
of them is speaking. Is it that their matter is better, 
or their arguments stronger, than other people’s? 
Does the House expect extraordinary informations 
from them? Not in the least ; but the House expects 
pleasure from them, and therefore attends ; finds it, 
and therefore approves. Mr. Pitt, particularly, has 
very little parliamentary knowledge; his matter is 
generally flimsy, and his arguments often weak : but 
his eloquence is superior, his action graceful, his 

VOL. II. A A 
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enunciation just and harmonious ; his periods are 
well turned, and every word he makjs use of is the 
very best, and the most expressive, that can be used 
in that place. This, and not his matter, made him 
paymaster, in spite of both King^ and Ministers. 
From this, draw the obvious conclusion. The stune 
thing holds full as true in conversation ; where even 
trifles, elegantly expressed, w'ell looked, and accom- 
panied with graceful action, will ever please, beyond 
all the homespun, unadorned sense in the world. 
Reflect, on one side, liovv you feel within yourself, 
while you arc forced to suffer the tedious, muddy, 
and ill turned narration of some awkward fellow, 
even though the fact may be interesting; and on 
the other hand, with what pleasure you attend to 
the relation of a much less interesting matter, when 
ele^ntly expressed, genteelly turned, and gracefully 
delivered. By attending carefully to all these agre- 
mens in your daily conversation, they will become 
habitual to you, before you come into parliament ; 
and you w Ul have nothing then to do, but to raise 
them a little when you come there. I would wish 
you to be so attentive to this object, that I would not 
have you speak to your footman, but in the very best 
words that the subject admits of, be the language 
which it will. Think of your words, and of their 
arrangement, before you speak; choo$>e the most 
elegant, and place them in tne best order. Consult 
your own ear, to avoid cacophony ; and what is very 
near as bad, monotony. Think also of your gesture 
and looks, when you are speaking even upon the 
most trifling subjects. The same things, differently 
expressed, looked, and delivered, cease to be the 
same things. The most passionate lover in the 
world cannot make a stronger declaration of love, 
than the Bourgeois gentUhomme does in this happy 
form of words, Mourir d* amour me font, belle Marquise, 
VOS beaux yeux, I defy any body to say more ; and 
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yet I would advise nobody to say that ; and I would 
recommend to* you, rather to smother and conceal 
your passion entirely, than to reveal it in these words. 
Seriously, this holds in every thing, as well us in that 
ludicrous instance. Ihe French, to do them justice, 
attend very minutely to the purity, the correctness, 
and the elegancy of their style, in conversation, and 
in their letters. Bien mrrer is an object of their 
study ; and though they sometimes carry it to affec- 
tation, they never sink into inelegancy, w'hich is 
much the worst extreme of the two. Observe them, 
and fonn your French style upon theirs; for ele- 
gancy in one language will reproduce itself in all. 
I knew a young man, who being just elected a mem- 
her of parliament, was laughed at for being disco- 
vered, through the keyhole of his chamber door, 
speaking to himself in the glass, and forming his 
looks and gestures. I could not join in that laugh ; 
hut, on the contrary, thought him much wiser than 
those w ho laughed at him ; for he knew the import- 
ance of those little graces in a public assembly, and 
they did not. Your little person (wliich I am told 
by the way is not ill turned;, whether in a laced coat, 
or a blanket, is specifically the same ; but yet, I be- 
lieve, you choose to wear the former ; and you are in 
the right, for the sake of pleasing more. The worst 
bred man in Fiurope, if a Wy let fall her fan, would 
certainly take it up and give it her : the best bred 
man in Europe, could do no more. The difference 
however would he considemble; the latter would 
plea.se by doing it gracefully ; the former would be 
laughed at for doing it awkwardly. I repeat it, and 
repeat it again, and shall never cease repeating it to 
you ; air, manners, graces, style, elegancy, and all 
those ornaments, must now be the only objects of 
your attention ; it is now, or never, that you must 
acquire them. Postpone, therefore, all other consi- 
derations ; make them now your serious study : you 
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liave not one moment to lose. The solid and the 
ornumentiil united, are undoubtedly '‘best; but were 
I reduced to make an option, I should without hesi- 
tation choose the latter. 

I hope you assiduously frequent Marcel*, and 
carry {graces from him ; nobody had more to spare 
than he had formerly. Have you learned to carve ? 
for it is ridiculous not to carve well. A man who 
tells you gravely that he cannot carve, may as well 
tell you that he cannot blow his nose ; it is both as 
necessary and as easy. 

Make my compliments to liord Huntingdon, 
whom I love and nonour extremely, as I dare say 
you do ; I will write to him soon, though I believe 
he has hardly time to read a letter ; and my letters 
to those I love are, as you know by experience, not 
very short ones: this is one proof of it, and this 
would have been longer if the paper had been so. — 
Good night then, my dear child. 


LETTER CCXH. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Feb. the 28th, O. S. 1751. 
This epigram in Martial, 

Non anio te, Sabidi, noc possum dicere quare. 

Hoc tantum possum dicere,' non amo te ; 

has puzzled a great many people ; who cannot con- 
ceive how it is possible not to love any body, and 
yet not to know the reason why. I think I conceive 
Martial’s meaning very clearly, though the nature of 
epigram, which is to be short, would not allow him 
to explain it more fully ; and I take it to be this, 0 
Sabiais, you are a very worthy deserving man; you 

* At tliat time the most celebrated dancing-master at Paris. 
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have a thousand good qualities, you have a great deal 
of learning ; h esteem, I respect, hut for the soul of 
me I cannot love you, though I cannot particularly 
say why. You are not iiimable ; you have not those 
engaging manners, those pleasing attentions, those 
graces, and that address, which are absolutely neces- 
sary to please, though impossible to define. 1 cannot 
say it is this or that particular thing that hinders me 
from loving you, it is the whole together ; and upon the 
whole you arc not agreeable. How often have I, in 
the course of my life, found myself in this situation, 
with regard to many of my acquaintance, whom I 
have honoured and respected, without being able to 
love? I did not know why, because, when one is 
young, one does not take the trouble, nor allow 
one’s self the time, to analyse one’s sentiments, and 
to trace them up to their source. But subsequent 
observation and reflection have taught me why. — 
There is a man, whose mond character, deep learn- 
ing, and superior parts, I acknowledge, admire, and 
respect; but whom it is so impossible for me to 
love, that 1 am almost in a fever whenever I am in 
his company. Jlis figure (without being deforaied) 
seems made to disgrace or ridicule the common 
structure of the human body. His legs and arms 
are never in the position, which, according to the 
situation of his body, they ought to be in ; but con- 
stantly employed in committing acts of hostility 
upon the graces. He throws any where,, but down 
his throat, whatever he means to drink; and only 
mangles what he means to carve. Inattentive to all 
the regards of social life, he mistimes or misplaces 
every thing. He disputes with heat, and indiscri- 
minately ; mindless of the rank, character, and situ- 
ation of those with whom he disputes : absolutely 
ignorant of the several gradations of familiarity or 
respect ; he is exactly the same to his superiors, his 
equals, and liis inferiors ; and therefore, by a neces- 
4 A 2 
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sary consequence, absurd to two of the three. Is it 
possible to love such a man? No. «The utmost I 
can do for him, is to consider him as a respectable 
Hottentot. 

I remember, that when I came from Cambridge, 
I had acquired, among the pedants oi* that illiberal 
seminary, a sauciness of literature, a turn to satire 
and contempt, and a strong tendency to argumenta- 
tion and contradiction. But I had been but a very 
little while in the world, before I found that this 
would l)y no means do ; and 1 immediately adopted 
the opposite character : I concealed what learning I 
had ; I applauded often, without approving ; and I 
yielded commonly, without conviction. Suavity in 
modo was my Jjaw and my Prophets ; and if I pleased 
(between you and me) it was much more owing to 
that than to any superior knowledge or merit of my 
own. A proms, the word pleasimj puts one always 
in mind of Lady Hervey : pray tell her, that I de- 
clare her responsible to me for your pleasing : that I 
consider her as a pleasing Falstafi, who not only 
pleases herself, but is the cause of pleasing in others : 
that I know she can make any thing of any body ; 
and that, as your governess, if she does not make 
you please, it must be only because she will not, and 
not because she cannot. I hope you are, du bois 
dont on en fait; and if so, .she is so good a sculptor 
that I am sure she can give you whatever form she 
pleases. A versatility of manners is as necessary in 
social, as a versatility of parts is in political life. 
One must often yield, in order to prevail ; one must 
humble one’s self, to be exalted ; one must, like St. 
Paul, become all things to all men, to gain some ; 
and (by the way) men are taken by the same means, 
mutatis mutandis, that women are gained ; by gen- 
tleness, insinuation, and submission : and these lines 
of Mr. Dryden’s will hold to a Minister as well as to 
a Mistress : 
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'J’iie proHtrato lover, when lie lowest lies, 

But stoop%to conquer, and but kneels to rise. 

In the course of the world, the qualifications of the 
cameleon are often necessary ; nay, they must be 
carried a little farther, and exerted a little sooner ; ibr 
you should, to a certain degree, take the hue of either 
the man or the woman that you want, and wish to be 
upon terms with. A propos, Have you yet found 
out at Paris any friendly and hospitable Madame 
de liursay, qui veut him se charger du soin de vous 
cduquerP And have you luul any occasion of repre- 
senting to her, qu'etle faisoit done des nceudsP But T 
ask your pardon. Sir, for the abruptness of the ques- 
tion, and acknowledge that I am meddling with 
matters that are out of my department. However, 
in matters of less importance I desire to be, de vos 
secrets le fidele deposUaire. Trust me with the gene- 
ral turn and colour of your amusements at Paris. 
Is it le fracas du grand mondej comedies, bals, operas, 
cour, ifc. P Or is it des petites sociHes moins brulantcs 
mats pas pour cela moins ogrMles P Where are you 
the most ctabliP Where are you le petit Stanhope P 
Voyez-mm encore jour d quelque arrangement honmteP 
— Have you made many acquaintances among the 
young Frenchmen who ride at your Academy ; and 
who are they ? Send me this sort of chitchat in your 
letters, which, by the by, I wish you would honour 
me with somewhat oftener. If you frequent any of 
the myriads of polite Englishmen who infest Paris, 
who are they? Have you finished with Abbe Nolet, 
and are you au fait of all the properties and effects 
of air? Were I inclined to quibble, I would say, 
that the effects of air, at least, are best to be learned 
of Marcel. If you have quite done with PAbbe 
Nolet, ask my friend PAbbe Sullier to recommend 
to you some meagre philomath, to teach you a little 
geometry and astronomy ; not enough to absorb 
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your attention, and puzzle your intellects, but only 
enough not to be grossly ignorant of ‘either. I have 
of late been a sort of an aslronome malgre moi, by 
bringing last Monday, into the House of Lords, a 
bill for reforming our present Calendar, and taking 
the New Style. Upon which occasion 1 was obliged 
to talk some astronomical jargon, of which I did not 
understand one word, but got it by heart, and spoke 
it by rote from a master. 1 wished that I had known 
a little more of it myself; and so much I would 
have you know. But the great and necessary know- 
ledge of all is, to know yourself and others : this 
knowledge requires great attention and long expe- 
rience; exert the former, and may you have the 
latter ! Adieu. 

P. S. I have this moment received your letters of 
the 27th February, and the 2d March, N. S. The 
seal shall be done as soon as possible. I am glad 
that you are employed in Lord Albemarle’s bureau ; 
it will teach you, at least, the mechanical part of that 
business, such as folding, entering, ancl docketing 
letters ; for you must not imagine that you are let 
into the fin Jin of the correspondence, nor indeed is 
it fit that you should at your age. However, use 
yourself to secrecy as to the letters you either read or 
write, that in time you may be trusted with secret, 
very secret, separate, apart, &c. I am sorry that this 
business interferes with your riding; I hope it is 
but seldom; but I insist upon its not interfering 
with your dancing-master, who is at this time the 
most useful and necessary of all the masters you 
have or can have. 
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LETTER CCXITI. 

MY DKAR FRIEND, 

I MENTIONED to you, soiDC time ago, a sentence, 
which T would most earnestly wish you always to 
retain in your thoughts, and observe in your con- 
duct. It is suaviter in modo, fortiier in re. I do 
not know any one rule so uncxceptionably usetul 
and necessary in every part of life. I shall there- 
fore take it for my text to-day ; and, as old men love 
preaching, and I have some right to preach to you, 
I here present you with my sermon upon these words. 
To proceed then regularly and pulpilically ; I will 
fii*8t show you, my beloved, the necessary connexion 
of the two members of my text, smdler in modo ; 
fortiier in re. In the next place, I shall set forth 
the advantages and utility resulting from a strict 
observance of the precept contained in my text ; and 
conclude with an application of the whole. The 
smviter in modo alone would degenerate and sink 
into a mean, timid complaisance, and passiveness, 
if not supported and dignified by the forliter in re ; 
which would also run into impetuosity and bruta- 
lity, if not tempered and softened by the suadter in 
modo : however, they are seldom united. The warm 
choleric man, with strong animal spirits, despises 
the suaviter in modo, and thinks to carry all before 
him by the fortiier in re. He may possibly, by 
great accident, now and then succeed, when he has 
only weak and timid people to deal with ; but his 
general fate will be, to shock, offend, be hated, and 
fail. On the other hand, the cunning, crafty man 
thinks to gain all his ends by the suavitd’ in modo 
only : he becomes all things to all men ; he seems to 
have no opinion of his own, and servilely adopts the 
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present opinion of the present person ; he insinuates 
himself only into the esteem of fdbls, hut is soon 
detected, and surely despised by every body else. 
The wise man (who differs as much from the cun- 
nin|r, as from the choleric man) alone joins the 
suavith in moth with the forfUer in re. Now to the 
advantages arising from the strict observance of this 
precept. 

If you are in authority, and have a right to com- 
mand, your commands delivered suamter in modo 
will be willingly, cheerfully, *and consequently well 
obeyed ; whereas, if given only fortiter, that is bru- 
tally, they will rather, as Tacitus says, be interpreted 
than executed. For my own part, if I bid my foot- 
man bring me a glass of wine, in a rough, insulting 
manner, I should expect, that in obeying me, he 
would contrive to spill some ol’ it uj)on me ; and I 
am sure I should deserve it. A cool, steady resolu- 
tion should show, that where you have a right to 
command you will be obeyed ; but, at the same time, 
a gentleness in the manner of enforcing that obedi- 
ence should make it a cheerful one, and soften, as 
much as possible, the mortifying consciousness of 
inferiority. If you are to ask a favour, or even to 
solicit your due, you must do it maviter in modo, or 
you will give those, who have a mind to refuse you 
either, a pretence to do it, by resenting the manner ; 
but, on the other hand, you must, by a steady per- 
severance and decent tenaciousncss, show the fortiter 
in re. The right motives are seldom the true ones, 
of men's actions, especially of kings, ministers, and 
people in high stations ; who often give to importu- 
nity and fear, what they would refuse to justice or to 
merit. By the suaviter in modo engage their hearts, 
if you can ; at least, prevent tlie pretence of offence : 
but take care to show enough of the fortiter in re to 
extort from their love of ease, or their fear, what you 
might in vain hope for from their justice or good 
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nature. People in high life are hardened to the 
wants and distr#isses of mankind, as surgeons arc to 
their bodily pains ; they see and hear of them all day 
long, and even of so many simulated ones, that they 
do not know which are real and whicli not. Other 
sentiments are therefore to be applied to than those 
of mere justice and humanity ; their favour must be 
captivated by the maviter in moth : their love of ease 
disturbed by unwearied importunity, or their fears 
wrought upon by a decent intimation of implacable, 
cool resentment : this is the irvm fortiter in re. This 
precept is the only way I know in the world of be- 
ing loved without being despised, and feared with- 
out being hated. It constitutes the dignity of cha- 
racter, which every wise man must endeavour to 
establish. 

Now to apply what has been said, and so con- 
clude. 

If you find that you have a hastiness in your tem- 
per, which unguardedly breaks out into indiscreet 
sallies, or rough expressions, to either your supe- 
riors, your equals, or your inferiors, watch it nar- 
rowly, check it carefully, and call the suaoiier in 
modo to your assistance : at the first impulse of pas- 
sion be silent, till you can be soft. Laoour even to 
get the command of your countenance so well, that 
those emotions may not be read in it : a most un- 
speakable advantage in business! On the other 
hand, let no complaisance, no gentleness of temper, 
no weak desire of pleasing on your part, no wheed- 
ling, coaxing, nor flattery, on other people^s, make 
you recede one jot from any point tliat reason and 
prudence have bid you pursue; but return to the 
charge, persist, persevere, and you will find most 
things attainable that are possible. A yielding, 
timid meekness is always abused and insulted by 
the unjust and the unfeeling; but when sustained 
by the fortiier in re is always respected, commonly 
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successful. In your friendships and connexions, as 
well as in your enmities, this rul|? is particularly 
useful; let your firmness and vig^our preserve and 
invite attachments to you; but, at the same time, 
let your manner hinder the enemies of your friends 
and dependants from becoming yours : let your ene- 
mies be disarmed by the gentleness of your manner, 
but let them feel at the same time the steadiness of 
your just resentment ; for there is great difference 
between bearing malice, which is always ungenerous, 
and a resolute sclf^lefence, which is always prudent 
and justifiable. In negotiations with foreign minis- 
ters, remember the in re; give up no point, 

accept of no expedient, till the utmost necessity re- 
duces you to it, and even tlien dispute the ground 
inch by inch ; but then, while you arc contending 
with the minister fortilh in re, remember to gain 
the man by the suavUer in modo. If you engage his 
heart, you have a fair chance for imposing upon his 
understanding, and determining his will. Tell him, 
in a frank gallant manner, that your ministerial 
wrangles do not lessen your personal regard for his 
merit ; but that, on the contrai*y, his zeal imd ability, 
in the service of his master, increase it ; and that, 
of all things, you desire to make a good friend of so 
good a servant. By these means you may and will 
very often be a gainer, you never can be a loser. 
Some people cannot gain upon themselves to be 
easy and civil to those who are either their rivals, 
competitors, or opposers, though, independently of 
those accidental circumstances, they would like and 
esteem them. They betray a shyness and an awk- 
wardness in company with them, and catch at any 
little thing to expose them ; and so, from temporaiy 
and only occasional opponents, make them their 
personal enemies. This is exceedingly weak and 
detrimental, as, indeed, is all humour in business ; 
which can only be carried on successfully, by un- 
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adulterated good policy and right reasoning. In 
such situations I would Ije more particularly and 
nohlement, civil, easy, and frtuik, with the man whose 
designs I traversed ; this is commonly called gene- 
rosity and magnanimity, but is, in truth, good sense 
and policy. The manner is often as inifjortant as 
the matter, sometimes more so ; a favour may make 
an enemy, and an injury may make a friend, ac- 
cording to the different manner in which they are 
severally done. The countenance, the address, the 
w'ords, the enunciation, the graces, add great efficacy 
to the suaviter in modo, and great dignity to the 
fort iter in re; and consequently they deserve the 
utmost attention. 

From what has been said, 1 conclude with this 
observation, that gentleness of manners, with firm- 
ness of mind, is a short, but full description of 
human perfection, on this side of religious and 
moral duties : that you may he seriously convinced 
of this truth, and show it in your life and conversa- 
tion, is the most sincere and ardent wish of yours. 


LETTER CCXIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Lomlon, March the 11th, O. S. 17.51. 
I RECEIVED by the last post a letter from Abbe 
Guasco, in which he joins his representations to 
those of Lord Albemarle, against your remaining 
any longer in your very lodgings at the aca- 
demy ; and, us 1 do not hnd that any advantage can 
arise to you, from being interne in an academy, which 
is full as far from the riding-house, and fmm all your 
other masters, as your lodgings will probably be, I 
agree to your removing to an hotel garni ; the Abbe 
will help you to find one, as I desire him by the 
VOL. II. B B 
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enclosed, which you will give him. 1 must, how^- 



breakfasts and suppers at them ; the former consume 
the whole moniiiig, and the latter employ the even- 
ings very ill, in senseless toasting d l\^ngloise in their 
infernal claret. You will be sure to go to the riding- 
house as often as possible, that is, whenever your 
new business at Lord Albemarle’s does not hinder 
you. But at all events, I insist upon your never 
missing Marcel, who is at presenlof more consequence 
to you than all the bureaux in Europe ; for this is the 
time for you to acquire tons ces petits riem, which, 
though in an arithmetical account luldcd to one ano- 
ther ad infinitum, they would amount to nothing, in 
the account of the world amount to a great and im- 
portant sum. Les agremens et les graces, without which 
you will never be any thing, are absolutely made up 
of all those riem, w'hich are more easily felt than de- 
scribed. By the way, you may take your lodgings 
for one whole year certain, by which means you may 
get them much cheaper ; for though 1 intend to see 
you here in less than a year, it will be hut for a 
little time, and you will return to Paris again, where 
I intend you shall stay till the end of April twelve- 
month, 17.02 ; at which time, provided you have got 
all ta politesse, les manieres, les attentiofis, et les graces 
du beau monde, I shall place you in some business 
suitable to your destination. 

I have received, at last, your present of the carton, 
from Dominichino, by Blanchet. It is very finely 
done ; it is pity that he did not take in all the figures 
of the original. I will hang it up, where it shall be 
your own again some time or other. 

Mr. Harte is returned in perfect health from Corn- 
wall, and has taken possession of his prebendal house 
at Windsor, which is a very pretty one. As I dare 
say you will always feel, I hope you will alw'ays ex- 
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press, the strongest sentiments of gratitude and friend- 
ship for him. Write to him frequently, and attend 
to the letters you receive from him. He shall be 
with us at Blackheuth, alias Babiole, all the time that 
I propose you shall be there, which, I believe, will 
be the month of August next. 

Having thus mentioned to you the probable time 
of our meeting, I will prepare you a little for it. 
Hatred, jealousy, or envy make most people attentive 
to discover the least defects of those they do not love; 
they rejoice at every new discovery they make of that 
kind, and take care to publish it. 1 thank God, I 
do not know what those three ungenerous passions 
are, having never felt them in my own breast ; but 
love has just the same effect upon me, except that I 
conceal, instead of publishing, the defects wnich my 
attention makes me discover in those I love. I curi- 
ously pry into them ; I analyse them ; and, wishing 
either to find them perfect, or to make them so, no- 
thing escapes me, and 1 soon discover every the least 
gradation towards, or from, that perfection. You 
must, therefore, expect the most critical examen that 
ever any body underwent: I shall discover your 
least, as well as your greatest defects, and I shall 
very fi’eely tell you of them, .Ab» quod odio habeam, 
sed quod amem. But I shall tell them you tete-cLtetet 
and as Micio, not as Demea ; and 1 will tell them to 
nobody else. I think it but fair to inform you be- 
forehand, where I suspect that my criticisms are 
likely to fall ; and that is more upon the outward, 
than upon the inward man ; I neither suspect your 
heart nor your head ; but, to be plain with you, I 
have a strange distrust of your air, your address, 
your manners, your tournure, and particularly of 
your enonciation and elegancy of style. These will 
be all put to the trial ; for while you are with me, 
you must do the honours of my house and table ; 
the least inaccuracy or inelegancy will not escape 
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me ; as you will find by a look at the lime, and by 
a remonstrance afterwards when we are alone. You 
will see a great deal of company of all sorts at Bd- 
hiole, and particularly foreigners. Make therefore, 
in the mean time, all these exterior and ornamental 
qualifications your peculiar care, and disappoint all 
my imaginary schemes of criticism. Some authors 
have criticised their own works first, in hopes of hin- 
dering others from doing it aftei-wards : but then they 
do it themselves with so much, tenderness and par- 
tiality for their own production, that not only the 
production itself, but the preventive criticism is cri- 
ticised. I am not one of those authors ; but, on the 
contrary, my severity increases with my fondness for 
my work ; and if you will but eftectually correct all 
the faults I shall find, I will insure you from all sub- 
sequent criticisms from other quarters. 

Are you got a little into the interior, into the con- 
stitution of things at Paris? Have yon seen what 
you have seen thoroughly? For, by the way, few 
people see what they see, or hear what they hear. 
For example ; if you go to les Invalides, do you con- 
tent yourself with seeing the buiUling, the hall where 
three or four hundred cripples dine, and the galleries 
where they lie; or do you inform yourself of the 
numbers, the conditions of their admission, their al- 
lowance, the value and nature of the fund by which 
the whole is supported ? This latter I call seeing, the 
former is only staring. Many people take the oppor- 
tunity of les vacanceSt to go and see the empty rooms, 
where the several chambers of the parliament did 
sit; which rooms are exceedingly like all other large 
rooms : when you go there, let it be when they are 
full; see and hear what is doing in them; learn 
their respective constitutions, jurisdictions, objects, 
and methods of proceeding ; hear some causes tried 
in every one of the different chambers. Apf^rofon- 
dissez les clioses. 
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I am glad to hear that you are so well at Marquis 
de St. Gemuyn's*, of whom I hear a very good 
character. How are you with the other foreign mi- 
nisters at Paris ? Do you frequent the Dutch Embas- 
sador or Embassadresa ? Have you any footing at 
the Nuncio’s, or at the Imperial and Spanish Embas- 
sador’s? It is useful. Be more particular, in your 
letters to me, as to your manner of passing your 
time, and the company you keep. Where do you 
dine and sup oftenest? whose house is most your 
home ? Adieu. Les graces^ les graces. 


LETTER eeXV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, March the l»th, O. S. 1751. 
1 ACQUAINTED you ill a former letter, that I had 
brought a bill into the House of liords for correcting 
and reforming our present calendar, which is the 
Julian ; and for adopting the Gregorian. 1 will now 
give you a more particular account of that affair ; 
from which reflections will naturally occur to you, 
that I ho{)e may be useful, and which I fear you 
have not made. It was notorious, that the Julian 
calendar was erroneous, and had overcharged the 
solar year with eleven days. Pope Gregory the 13th 
corrected this error; his reformed calendar was 
immediately received by all the Catholic Powers of 
Europe, and afterwards adopted by all the Protestant 
ones, except Russia, Sweden, and England. It was 
not, in my opinion, very honourable for England 
to remain in a gross and avowed error, especially 
in such company ; the inconveniency of it was like- 
wise felt by all those who had foreign correspond. 

* At that time Embassador from the King of Sardinia at the 
Court of France. 
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ences, whether political or mercantile. I determined, 
therefore, to attempt the reformatioru; I consulted 
the best lawyers, and the most skilful astronomers, 
and we cooked up a hill for that purpose. But then 
my difficulty began: I was to bring in this bill, which 
was necessarily composed of law jargon and astro- 
nomical calculations, to both which 1 am an utter 
stranger. IJowever, it was absolutely necessary to 
make the House of Lords think that I knew some- 
thing of the matter ; and also, to make them believe 
that they knew something of it themselves, which 
they do not. For my own part, I could just as soon 
have talked Celtic or Sclavonian to them, as astro- 
nomy, and they would have understood me full as 
well : so I resolved to do belter than speak to the 
purpose, and to jdease instead of informing them. 
1 gave them therefore, only an historical account of 
calendars, from the Egyptian down to the Gregorian, 
amusing them now and then witli little episodes ; 
but I was particularly attentive to the choice of my 
words, to the harmony and roundness of my periods, 
to my elocution, to my action. ITiis succeeded, and 
ever will succeed ; they thought I informed, because 
I pleased them : and many of them said, that I had 
made the whole very clear to them ; when, God 
knows, I had not even attempted it. liord Maccles- 
iield, who had the greatest share in forming the bill, 
and who is one of tiie greatest mathematicians and 
astronomers in Euroj)e, spoke afterwards with infinite 
knowledge, and all the clearness that so intricate a 
matter would admit of : but as his words, his periods, 
and his utterance were not near so good as mine, 
the preference was most unanimously, though most 
unjustly, given to me. This will ever be the case; 
every numerous assembly is moh, let the individuals 
who compose it be what they will. Mere reason and 
good sense is never to be talked to a mob : their pas- 
sions, their sentiments, their senses, and their seeming 
interests, are alone to lie applied to. Understanding 
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they have collectively none ; but they have ears and 
eyes, which myst be flattered and seduced ; and this 
can only be done by eloquence, tuneful periods, grace- 
ful action, and all the various parts of oratory. 

When you come into the House of Commons, if 
you imagine that speaking plain and unadorned sense 
and reason will do your business, you will find your- 
self most grossly mistaken. As a speaker, you will 
be ranked only according to your eloquence, and by 
no means according to your matter; every body 
knows the matter almost alike, but few can adorn 
it. I was early convinced of the importance and 
powers of eloquence ; and from that moment I ap- 
plied myself to it. I resolved not to utter one word, 
even in common conversation, that should not be 
the most expressive, and the most elegant, that the 
language could supply me with for that purpose ; by 
which means I have acquired such a certain degree 
of habitual eloquence, that I must now really take 
some pains, if I would express myself very inele- 
gantly. I want to inculcate this known truth into 
you, which you seem by no means to be convinced 
of yet. That ornaments are at present your only 
objects. Your sole business now is to shine, not to 
weigh. Weight without lustre is lead. You had 
better talk trifles elegantly, to the most trifling wo- 
man, than coarse inelegant sense to the most solid 
man : you had better return a dropped fan genteelly, 
than give a thousand jiounds awkwardly and you 
had better refuse a favour gracefully, than grant it 
clumsily. Manner is all, in every thing : it is by 
Manner only that you can please, and consequently 
rise. All your Greek will never advance you from 
Secretary to Envoy, or from Envoy to Embassador ; 
but your address, your manner, your air, if good, 
very probably may. Marcel can be of much more 
use to you than Aristotle. I would, upon my word, 
much rather that you had Lord Bolingbroke's style 
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and eloquence^ in speaking and wilting, than all the 
learning of the Academy of Sciences,, the Royal So- 
ciety, and the two Universities united. 

•Having mentioned Lord Bolingbroke’a style, 
which is, undoubtedly, infinitely superior to any 
body^s; 1 would have you read his works, which 
you have, over and over again, with particular at- 
tention to his style. Transcribe, imitate, emulate it, 
if possible : that would be of real use to you in the 
House of Commons, in negotiations, in conversation ; 
with that, you may justly hojie to please, to per- 
suade, to seduce, to impose; and you will fail in 
those articles, in proportion as you fall short of it. 
Upon the whole, lay aside, during your year's resi- 
dence at Paris, all thoughts of all that dull fellows 
call solid, and exert your utmost care to acquire 
what people of fashion call shining. Prenez I* eclat 
et le brillant d^m galant komme. 

Among the commonly called little things, to which 
you do not attend, your hand-writing is one, which 
is indeed shamefully bad, and illiberal ; it is neither 
the hand of a man of business, nor of a gentleman, 
but of a truant schoolboy ; as soon, therefore, as you 
have done with Abbe Nolet, pray get an excellent 
writing master, since you think tnat you cannot 
teach yourself to write what hand you please, and 
let him teach you to write a genteel, legible, liberal 
hand, and quick ; not the hand of a procureur, or a 
writing master, but that sort of hand in w hich the 
first Commis in foreign bureaus commonly write: 
for I tell you truly, that were I Lord Albemarle, 
nothing should remain in my bureau, written in 
your present hand. From hand to arms the transi- 
tion is natural ; is the carriage and motion of your 
arms so too ? The motion of the arms is the most 
material part of a man's air, especially in dancing ; 
the feet are not near so material. If a man dances 
well from the waist upwards, wears his hat well, and 
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moves his head properly, he dances well. Do the 
women say thitt you dress well ; for that is necessary 
too for a young fellow ? Have you nn gmt vif, or a 
passion for any body ? I do not ask for whom ; an 
Iphigcnia would both give you the desire, and teach 
you the means to please. 

In a fortnight or three weeks, you will see Sir 
Charles Hotham at Paris, in his way to Toulouse, 
where he is to stay a year or two. Pray be very 
civil to him, but do not carry him into company, 
except presenting him to Lord Albemarle; For, as 
he is not to stay at Paris above a week, we do not 
desire that he should taste of that dissipation : you 
may show him a play and an opera. Adieu, my 
dear child. 


LETTER eeXVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, March the O. S. i7b \ . 

What a happy period of your life is this ! Pleasure 
is now, and ought to be, your business. While you 
were younger, dry rules, and unconnected words, 
were the unpleasant objects of your labours. When 
you grow older, the anxiety, the vexations, the dis- 
appointments, inseparable from public business, 
will require the greatest share ot your time and 
attention ; your pleasures may, indeed, conduce to 
your business, and your business will quicken your 
pleasures; but still your time must, at least, be 
divided : whereas now it is wholly your own, and 
cannot be so well employed as in the pleasures of a 
gentleman. The world is now the only book you 
want, and almost the only one you ought to read : 
that necessary book can only be read in company, in 
public places, at meals, and in ruelles. You must 
ne in the pleasures, in order to learn the manners of 
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good company. In premeditated, or in formal bu- 
siness, people conceal, or at least entteavour to con- 
ceal, their charactei*s; whereas pleasures discover 
them, and the heart breaks out through the guard 
of the understanding. Those are often propitious 
moments, for skilful negotiators to improve. In 
your destination particularly the able conduct of 
pleasures is of infinite use: to keep a good table, 
and to do the honours of it gracefully, and mr le ton 
de la bonne compa^jnie^ is absolutely necessary for a 
foreign minister. There is a certain light table chit- 
chat, useful to keep off improper and too serious 
subjects, which is only to be learned in the pleasures 
of good company. In truth, it may he trifling ; but, 
trifling as it is, a man of parts, and experience of 
the world, will give an agreeable turn to it. Uart 
de hadiner agreahlmunt is by no means to be de- 
spised. 

An engaging address, and turn to gallantry, is 
often of very great service to foreign ministers. 
Women have, directly or indirectly, a good deal to 
say in most Courts, The late Lord Strafford go- 
vemed, for a considerable time, the Court of Berlin, 
and made his own fortune, by being well with Mar- 
dame de Wartemberg, the first King of Prussia's 
mistress. I could name many other instances of 
that kind. That sort of agreeable caqaei de femmes^ 
the necessary forerunners of closer conferences, is 
only to be got by freauenting women of the first 
fashion, et qui donnent le ton. Let every other book 
then give way to this great and necessary book the 
W orld ; of which there are so many various readings, 
that it requires a great deal of time and attention to 
understand it well : contrary to all other books, you 
must not stay at home, but go abroad to read it; 
and, when you seek it abroad, you will not find it in 
booksellers shops and stalls, but in Courts, in hotels^ 
at entertainments, balls, assemblies, spectacles, &c. 
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Put yourself upon the foot of an easy, domestic, but 
polite familiarly and intimacy, in the several French 
houses to which you have been introduced. Culti- 
vate them, frequent them, and show a desire of be- 
cominff enfant de la maison. Get acquainted as 
much as you can with les qens de cour : and observe, 
carefully, how politely they can differ, and how 
. civilly they can hate ; how easy and idle they can 
seem in the multiplicity of their business ; and how 
they can lay hold of the proper moments to carry it 
on, in the midst of their pleasures. Courts, alone, 
teach versatility and politeness ; lor there is no living 
there without them. Lord Alljemarle has, I hear, 
and am very glad of it, put you into the hands of 
Messieurs de Bissy. Profit by that, and beg of 
them to let you attend them in all the companies of 
Versailles and Paris, One of them, at least, will 
naturally carry you to Madame dela Valid*res, unless 
he is di.scarded by this time, and Gelliot* retaken. 
Tell them frankly, que vous cherchez d vous former^ 
que vous Hes en mains de maitres, s^ils veulent bien 
?en donner la peine. Your profession has this agree- 
able peculiarity in it, which is, that it is connected 
with, and promoted by pleasures ; and it is the only 
one, in which a thorough knowledge of the world, 
polite manners, and an engaging address, are abso- 
lutely necessary. If a lawyer knows his law, a par- 
son his divinity, and a financier his calculations, 
each may make a figure and a fortune in his profes- 
sion, without great knowledge of the world, and 
without the manners of gentlemen. But your pro- 
fession throws you into ml the intrigues, and cabals, 
as well as pleasures, of Courts : in those windings 
and labyrinths, a knowledge of the world, a discern- 
ment of characters, a suppleness and versatility of 
mind, and an elegancy of manners, must be your 
clue: you must know how to sooth and lull the 
♦ A famouB Opera-singer at Pariu. 
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monsters that jifuard, and how to address and gain 
the fair that keeps the golden fleece. < 'J’hese are the 
arts and the accomplishments absolutely necessary 
for a foreign minister ; in which it must be owned, 
to our shame, that most other nations outdo the 
English ; and, cater is jmribm, a h’rench minister 
will get the better of an English one, at any third 
Court in Europe. The French have something 
more lianf, more insinuating and engaging in their 
manner, thiui we have. An English minister shall 
have resided seven years at a Court, without having 
made any one personal connection there, or without 
being intimate and domestic in any one house, fie 
is always the English minister, and never naturalized. 
He receives his orders, demands an audience, writes 
an account of it to his Court, and his business is 
done. A French minister, on the contrary, has not 
been six weeks at a Court, without having, by a 
thousand little attentions, insinuated himself into 
some degree of favour with the Prince, his wife, his 
mistress, his favourite, and his minister. He has 
established himself upon a familiar and domestic 
footing, in a dozen of the best houses of the place, 
where he has accustomed the people to be not only 
easy, but unguarded before him ; he makes himself 
at home there, and they think him so. By these 
means he knows the interior of those Courts, and 
can almost write prophecies to his own, from the 
knowledge he has of the characters, the humours, 
the abilities, or the weaknesses, of the actors. The 
Cardinal d’Ossat was looked in)on at Rome as an 
Italian, and not as a French Cardinal ; and Mon- 
sieur D’Avaux, wherever he went, was never con- 
sidered as a foreign minister, but as a native, and a 
personal friend. Mere plain truth, sense, and know- 
ledge, will by no means do alone in Courts; art 
and ornaments must come to their assistance. Hu- 
mours must be flattered ; the mollia tempora must 
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be studied and known: confulence, ac(juired by 
seeminj^ frank«ess, and profited of by silent skill. 
And, above all, you must i^ain and enga^^e the heart, 
to betray the understanding to you. //« tibi eruni 
arffis. 

’^I'he death of the Prince of Wales, who was more 
beloved for his affability and good-nature, than 
esteemed for his steadiness and conduct, has given 
ci^ncem to many, and apprehensions to all. I'he 
great difference of the ages of the King and Prince 
(jicorge presents the pro.spect of a minority ; a dis- 
agreeable prospect for any nation ! But it is to be 
hoped, and is most probable, that the King, who is 
now perfectly recovered of his late indisposition, 
may live to see his grandson of age. He is, se- 
riously, a most hopeful boy: gentle and good na- 
lured, with good sound sense. This event has made 
all sorts of people here historians, as well as politi- 
cians. Our histories are rummaged for all the par- 
ticular circumstances of the six minorities we have 
had since the Conquest, viz. those of Henry HI. Kd- 
MMrd Ilf. Richard IF. Henry VI. Edward V. and 
Edward VI. ; and the reasonings, the speculations, 
the conjectures, and the predictions, you will easily 
imagine, must be innumerable and endless, in this 
nation, where cvei’y porter is a consummate poli- 
tician. Doctor Swift says, very humorously, “ Every 
mail knows that he understands religion and politics, 
though he never learned them; but many people 
are conscious they do not understand many other 
sciences, from having never learned them.” 

Adieu. 


VOI,. II, 
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liETTEU CCXVII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, April the 7th, O. S. 1751. 
Here you have all logethcr, the pocket books, the 
compasses, and the patterns. When your three 
Graces have made their option, you need only sentl 
me, in a letter, small pieces of the three mohairs 
they fix upon. If I can find no way of sending 
them safely, and directly to Paris, 1 will contrive to 
have them left with Madame Morel, at Calais ; who, 
being Madame MonconseiVs agent there, may find 
means of furthering them to your three ladies, who 
all belong to your friend Madame Monconseil. Two 
of the threis 1 am told, are handsome ; Madame Po- 
lignac, T can swear, is not so ; but ln)wever, as the 
world goes, two out of three is a very good compo- 
sition. 

You will also find, in the packet, a compass ring 
set round with little diamonds, which I advise you 
to make a present of to Abbe Guasco, who has been 
useful to you, and will continue to be so ; as it is a 
mere bauble, you must add to the value of it by 
your manner of giving it him. Show it him first, 
and, when he commends it, as probably he will, tell 
him that it is at his service, el que comma il est lou- 
jours par voie el par chemins, il esl ahsolmnenl ncces^ 
saire qu- il ait une boussole. All those little gallantries 
depend entirely upon the manner of doing them ; 
as, in truth, what does not!* The greatest favours 
may be done so awkwardly and biinglingly as to 
oftend; and disagreeable things may be done so 
agreeably as almost to oblige. Endeavour to ac- 
quire tl) is great secret; it exists, it is to be found, 
and is worth a great deal more than the grand secret 
of the Alchymists would be if it were, as it is not. 
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to be found. Tliis is only to be learned in Courts, 
where clashin{? views, jarrinjj opinions, and cordial 
hatreds, arc softened, and kept within decent bounds, 
by politeness and manners. Frequent, observe, and 
learn Courts. Are you free of that of St. Cloud? 
Are you often at Versailles? Insinuate and wri};gle 
yourself into favour at those places. L’Abbe (le la 
Ville, Yny old friend, will help you at the latter; 
your three ladies may establish yon in the former. 
^Ile good breeding de la Ville ef dc la Cmr are dif- 
ferent; but, without deciding which is intrinsically 
the best, that of the Court is, without doubt, the 
most necessai-y for you, who are to live, to grow, 
and to rise in Courts. In two years time, which 
will be as soon as you are fit for it, I hope to be able 
to plant you in the soil o\' a young (.Vmr/ here ; where, 
if you have all the address, the suppleness, and ver- 
satility of a good courtier, you will have a great 
chance of thriving and flourishing. Young favour 
is easily acquired, if the proper means are employed ; 
and, when acquired, it is warm, if not durable ; and 
the warm moments must be snatched and improved. 
Qidite pour ce qui en petti arriver apres. Do not men- 
tion this view of mine for you, to any mortal ; but 
learn to keep your own secrets, which, by the way, 
very few people can do. 

If your course of experimental philosophy, with 
Abbe Nolet, is over, I would have you. apply to 
Abbe Sallier, for a master to give you a general no- 
tion of astronomy and geometry; of both which you 
may know as much as I desire you should, in six 
months time. I only desire that you should have a 
clear notion of the present planctaiy system, and the 
history of all the former systems : Fontenelle’s Pin- 
ralUe des Mondes, will almost teach you all you need 
know upon that subject. As for geometry, tlie seven 
first books of Euclid will be a sufticient portion of 
of it for you. It is right to have a general notion of 
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those abstruse sciences, so as not to appear quite 
ignorant of them, when they ha])i)en', as sometimes 
they do, to be the topics of conversation ; but a deep 
knowledge of them requires too much time, and en- 
grosses the mind too much. I rejxjat it again and 
again to you, Let the great book of the world be 
your principal study. Nocturnd versate manii, vtr- 
sale diunm ; which may be rendered thus in English: 
Turn over vie^n by day, and women by niyhl. I mean 
only the best editions. 

Whatever may be said at Paris of my speech upon 
tile bill for the reformation of the jiresent calenrlar, 
or whatever a})plause it may have met with here, the 
whole, I can assure you, is owing to the words and 
to the delivery, but by no means to the matter; 
which, a.s I told you in a former letter, I was not 
master of. I mention this again, to show you the 
impoilaiice of well chosen words, harmonious periods, 
and good delivery; for, between you and me. Lord 
Macclesfield’s sjieech was, in truth, worth a thou- 
sand of mine. It will soon be printed, and I will 
send it you. It is very instructive. You say, that 
you wish to sjieak but half as w'cll as I did : you 
may easily speak full as well as ever I did ; if you 
will but give tlie same attention to the same objects 
that I did at your age, and for many years afterwards ; 

I mean, correctness, purity and elegancy of style, 
harmony of pericnls, and gracefulness of delivery. 
Read over and over again the third book oi' Cicero 
de Oratore, in which he particularly treats of th(i 
omamentai parts of omtory : they are indeed pro- 
perly oratory, for all the rest dej^ends only upon 
common sense, and some knowdedge of the subjects 
you speak upon. But if you would please, persuade, 
and prevail in speaking, it must he by the ornamental 
parts of oratory. Make them, therefore, habitual 
to you ; and resolve never to say the most common 
things, even to your footman, but in the best words 
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you can find, and with the best utterance. This, 
M'itii les mam^ea, la lournure, el les usages du bean 
mmidcy are the only two tliinj^s you want ; fortunately 
they are both in your power; may you have them 
both ! Adieu. 


JiETTER CCXVIII. 

MON CHER AMJ, A Londres, J.^ d’Avril, V. S. 1761. 
Comment voiitles graces, les maiiiercs, les ajjremens, 
ct tons ces petits riens si necessaires pour rendre un 
homine aimable ? Les prenez-vous ? y faites-vous des 
jirofrri^s ? Le grand secret e’est I’art de plaire, et e’est 
un art tpiMl ne tient qu’a un chacun d’accpierir, sup- 
posant un certain fond de sens commun. Un tel 
vous plait par tel endroit ; exiuninez pourquoi, faites 
comme lui, ct vous plaircz par le meme endroit aux 
autres. Pour plaire aux femmes, il faut ctre con- 
sidere des homines. Et pour plaire aux hommes il 
faiil savoir plaire aux femmes. Les femmes, flont 
la vanite est sans contredit la passion doininante, la 
trouvent flattee par les attentions d^in homme qui 
est generidement estime jianni les hommes. Quaiid 
il est marque a ce coin, elles lui donnent le cours, 
c’est-a^lire, la mode. De Pautre cote un homme 
sera estimable parmi les hommes, sans pourtant etre 
aimable, si les femmes n’y ont pas mis la demiere 
main. 11 est aussi mk'cssaire que les deux sexes 
Iravaillent a sa perfection qu’a son ctre ; portez aux 
femmes le me rite de votre sexe, vous en rapporterez 
la douceur, les agrtunens et les graces du leur, et les 
hommes qui vous estimoient seuiement auparavant, 
vous aimeront apres. Les femmes sont les veritables 
raffineuses de Tor masculin ; elles n^y ajoutent pas 
du poids, il est vrai, inais elles y donnent 1* eclat et lii 
c r 2 
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hrillant. A propos, on m’assure que Madame de 
Blot, sans avoir des traits, est jolie corime iin canir, 
et que nonobstant cela, elle s*en est teime jusqu’ici 
scrupuleusemciit a son mari, quoicju’il y ait deja 
plus d’un an qu’elle est mariee. Elle n’y pense 
])as ; il (aut decrotter cctte femmc-la. Decrottez- 
vous done tons les deux reciproquemeiit. Force, as- 
duites, attentions, rej^ards tendrcs, et declamtions 
passionees de votrecote, produiroiitau moins quelque 
velleite du sieii. Et quiuid unc Tois la ve.lleite y est, 
les (euvres ne sont pas loin. 

Comme je vous tiens pour le pvcmicY jar is-perit us 
et politique de tout Ic corps Gennanique,je su))pose 
que vous aiirez lu Iji lettre du lloi de J*russe a PElec- 
teur de Mayence, au sujet de Selection d’un lloi des 
Roinains. Et de I’autre cote, une piece, intitulee, 
Rfiuresentaimi mfmriiale de ce qui enl justed l*egard de 
Veiection d*un Rot des Romains, ^c. La premiere est 
tres-bien ecrite, mais pas fondee sur les loix et les 
usages do P Empire ; la seconde est Ires-mal ecrite, 
au moins en Franyois, mais fondee. Je crois qu’elle 
aura etc ecrite par quelque Allemand qui s’etbit mis 
dans I’esprit qu’il entendoit le Franyois. Je suis per- 
suade pourtant que I’elegance et la ilelicatesse de la 
lettre du lloi de Prusse en imposeront aux deux tiers 
du public en depit de la solidite et de la verite de 
I’autre piece. Telle est la force dc P elegance et de la 
delicatesse. 

Je souliaiterois que vous eussiez la bonte de me 
xb'tailler uii pen plus particulieremeiit vos idlurcs a 
Paris. Ou est-ce pur exemple que vous dinez tons 
les Vendredis, avec cet aimable et respectable vieil- 
lard Fontenelle? Quelle est la maison qui est pour 
aiiisi dire votrc domicile ? Car on en a toujours unc, 
ou I’on est plus etabli, et plus a son aise qu’ailleurs. 
Qui sont les jeunes Fran<,:ois avec lescjuels vous ctes 
le plus lie i’ Frequentez-vous P hotel d'Holbinde ; et 
vous ctes vous i'ourrc encore dans celui du Comte tU; 
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Caunitz? Monsieur cle Pijjnatelli, a-Uil Plionueur 
d’etre du nombre de vos serviteurs? Et Ic Nonce 
du Pape vous o-t-il compris dans son J ubile ? Dites- 
nioi aussi naturcllement comment vous etes avec 
Milord Huntingdon; le voyez-vous souvent? Le 
cultivez-vous i’ Repondez sjiccifiauement a toutes 
ces (piestions dans votre premiere lettre. 

Onane dit que le livre dc du Clos n’est pas a la 
mode a Paris, et qii’on le critique furieusement, e’est 
apparemment parce qu’on I’entend, et ce n’est plus 
la mode d'etre intelligible. Je respecte infinimeiit 
la mode, mais Je resjiocte bien plus ce livre, que je 
trouve en nicine terns vrai, solide, et brillant. .11 y 
a nieme des epigraimiies, que veul-on de plus ? 

Mr. * * * sera parti (je compte) de Paris pour 
son sejour de Toulouse. .Pespere qu’il y prendra 
des manieres, au moins cn a-t-il bien besoin. II est 
gauclie, il est taciturne, et n'a pas le moindre etilre- 
gent : Qualites pourtant tres-micessaires pour se dis- 
tinguer ou dans les aftaires, ou dans le beau nionde. 
Au vrai, ces deux cljosessont si litres, qu’un bomme 
ne figurera jamais dans les affaires qui ne sail pas 
briller aussi dans le beau monde. Et pour reussir 
parfaitement bien dans Pun ou dans I’autre, il iaut 
^tre in utrumgne paratus. Puissiez vous Petre, mon 
cher ami, et sur ce, nous vous donnons le bon soir. 

P. S. Lord and Lady Blessington, with their son 
Lord Mounijoy, will be at Paris next week, in their 
way to the South ol'P’ruiic.e ; J send you a little packet 
of books by them. Pray go to wait upon them, as 
soon as you hear of their arrival, and show them all 
the attentions you can. 
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TRANSLATION. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, April the I5th, O. S. 1751. 
What bucccks with the (traces, and in the accom- 
plishments, elejrancies, and all those little nothinjj^s 
so indispensably necessary to constitute an amiable 
man i’ Do you take them, do you make a progress 
in them ? The great secret is the art of pleasing ; 
and that art is to be attained by every man who has 
a good fund of common sense. If you arc pleased 
with any jiereon, examine why ; do as he does, and 
you will charm others by the same things which 
please you in him. To be liked by women, you must 
be esteemed by men ; and to please men, you must 
be agreeable to women. Vanity is unquestionably the 
ruling passion in women ; imd it is much flattered by 
the attentions ol* a man, who is generally esteemed 
by men : when his merit has received the stamp ol‘ 
their approbation, women make it current, that is to 
say, put him in fashion. On the other hand, if a 
man has not received the last polish from women, 
he may be estimable among men, but he will newer 
be amiable. The concurrence of the two sexes is 
as necessary, to the perfection of' our being, as to the 
formation of it. Go among women with the good 
(jualilies of your sex, and you will acquire from 
them the softness and the graces of theirs. Men will 
then add aflection to the esteem which they before 
had for you. Women are the only refiners of the 
merit of men ; it is true, they cannot add weight, 
but they polish and give lustre to it. A propos, I 
am assured that Madame de Blot, although she has 
no great regularity of features, is, notwitlistanding, 
excessively pretty ; and that, for all that, she has as 
yet been scrupulously constant to her husband, though 
she has now been married above a year. Surely 
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she does not reflect, that woman wants polishing. 
I would have*you polish one another reciprocally, 
h’orce, assiduities, attentions, tender looks, and pas- 
sionate declarations, on your side, will produce some 
irresolute wishes, at least, on hers ; and when even 
the slightest wishes arise, the rest will soon follow. 

As J take you to he the greatest jwrw peritus, and 
[)oliti<?ian, of the whole Germanic body, I suppose 
you will have read the King of Prussia’s letter to the 
Jhllector of Maience, upon llie election of a King of 
the Romans; and, on the other side, a memorial 
intituled, Impartial Represmtalion of what is just with 
reijard to the election of a Kiuff of the Romans 
The <ii*st is extremely well written, but not grounded 
upon the laws and customs of the Empire. The 
second is veiyr ill written (at least in French) but well 
grounded : I fancy the author is some Gennan, who 
has taken into his head that he understands French. 
I am, however, jiersuaded, that the elegancy and 
delicacy of the King of JVussia’s letter will prevail 
with two thirds of the public, in spite of the solidity 
and truths contained in the other piece. Such is the 
force of an elegant and delicate style ! 

I wish you would be so good as to give me a more 
particular and circumstantial account of the method 
of passing your time at Paris. For instance. Where 
is it that you dine every Friday, in company with 
that amiable and respectable old man, Fontenelle ? 
Which is the house where you think yourself at 
home ? for one always has such a one, where one is 
better established, and more at ease, than any where 
else. Who are the young Frenchmen with whom 
you are most intimately connected ? Do you frequent 
the Dutch Embassador’s? Have you penetrated yet 
into Count Caunitz’s house ? Has Monsieur tie Pig- 
natelli the honour of being one of your humble ser- 
vants? And has the Pope’s Nuncio included you in 
the jubilee? Tell me also freely, how you are with 
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Lord Huntingdon : Do you see him often ? Do you 
connect yourself with him ? Answer idl these ques- 
tions circumstantially in your first letter. 

T am told that du Clos’s book is not in vogue at 
Paris, and that it is violently criticised; I suppose 
that is, because one understands it ; and being intel- 
ligible is now no longer the fashion. I have a very 
great respect for fashion, but a much greater for 
this book; wliich is, all at once, true, solid, and 
bright. It contains even epigrams; what can one 
wish for more? 

Mr. * * * will, I suppose, have left Paris by 
this time, for his residence at Toulouse. I hope he 
will acquire manners there; I am sure he wants 
them. He is awkward, he is silent, and has nothing 
agreeable in his address : most necessary qualifica- 
tions to distinguish one’s self in business, as well 
as in the jtolUe tvorld! In truth, these two things are 
so connected, that a man cannot make a figure in 
business, who is not qualified to shine in the great 
world ; and to succeed perfectly in either the one or 
the other, one must be in utrumaue paratus. May 
you he that, my dear friend ! and so we wish you a 
good night. 


LETTER CCXIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Loudon, April the 22d, O. S. 1761. 
t APPLY to you now, as to the greatest virtuoso of 
this, or perhaps any other age ; one whose superior 
judgment and distinguishing eye hindered the King 
of Poland from buying a biid picture at Venice, and 
whose decisions in the realms of vivid are final, and 
without appeal. Now to the point. I have had a 
catalogue sent me, iVnm vmte a I* amiable de tableaux 
des plus grands maUres appartenans au Sieur Araignon 
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,'1j)crhi, valet de cliambre de la Heine, mr le quai de la 
Meffisserie, coin de V Arche Marion. I’liere I 
observe two large pictures of Titian, us described in 
the enclosed page of the catalogue, No. 18, which ] 
should be glad to purchase, upon two conditions ; 
the first is, that they be undoubted originals of 
Titian, in good preservation ; and the other, that 
they qpme cheap. To ascertain the first (but with- 
out disparaging your skill) I wish you would get 
some undoubted connoisseurs to examine them care- 
fully ; and if, upon such critical examination, they 
should be unanimously allowed to be undisputed 
originals of Titian, and well preserved, then comes 
the second point, the price : I will not go above two 
hundred pounds sterling for the two together ; but as 
much less as you can get them for. I acknowledge 
that two hundred pounds seems to be a very small 
sum for two undoubted Titians of that size ; but, 
on the other hand, as large Italian pictures are now 
out of fashion at Paris, where fashion decides of every 
thing, and as these pictures are too large for com- 
mon rooms, they may possibly come within the 
price above limited, f leave the whole of this trans- 
action (the price excepted, which 1 will not exceed) 
to your consummate skill and prudence, with proper 
advice joined to them. Should you happen to buy 
them for tliat price, cany them to your own lodg- 
ings, and get a frame made to the second, which I 
observe has none, exactly the same witlr the other 
frame, and have the old one new gilt ; and then get 
them cai'efully packed up, and sent me by Rouen. 

I hear much of your conversing with les beaux 
esprits at Paris: I am very glad of it; it gives a 
degree of reputation, especially at Paris ; and their 
conversation is genenilly insti’uctive, though some- 
times affected. It must be owned, that the polite 
conversation of the men and women of fashion at 
Paris, though not always very deep, is much less 
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futile and frivolous than ours here. It turns at least 
upon some subject, somethin" of taste, some jioint 
of history, criticism, and even philosophy ; which, 
thoufi^h probably not quite so solid as Mr. l iocke’s, is 
however better, and more becomings rational beings, 
than our frivolous dissertations upon the weather, or 
upon whist. Monsieur du Clos observes, and T think 
very justly, quHl y ad present en France unefermenta- 
Uon miiverselle de la raison, qui tend d se developper. 
Whereas, I am sorry to say, that here that fermen- 
tation seem to have been over some years ago, the 
spirit evaporated, and only the dregs left. More- 
over, les heaux esjmts at Paris are commonly well 
bred, which ours very frequently are not : with the 
former your manners will be formed ; with the latter, 
wit must generally be compounded for at the expense 
of manners. Are you acquainted with Marivaux, 
who has certainly studied, and is well acquainted 
with the heart ; but who refines so much upon its 
pHs el replis, and describes them so affectedly, that he 
often is unintelligible to his readers, and sometimes 
so, I dare say, to himself? Do you know Crehillmi 
I e fils P He is a fine painter, and a pleasing writer ; 
his characters are admirable, and his reflections just. 
Frequent these people, and be glad, but not proud, 
of frequenting them : never boast of it, as a proof of 
your own merit, nor insult, in a manner, other com- 
panies, by telling them affectedly what you, Mon- 
tesquieu, and Fontenelle were talking of the other 
day ; as I have known many people do here, with 
regard to Pope and Swift, who had never been twice 
in company with either : nor carry into other com- 
panies the tone of those meetings of heaux esprits. 
Talk literature, taste, philosophy, &c. with them, d 
la bonne heure ; but then with the same ease, and 
more enjouement, talk pompons, moires, with 
Madame de Blot, if she requires it. Almost every 
subject in tlu^ world has its proper time and place ; 
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in wbicli no one is above or below discussion. The 
jioint is, to talli well upon the subject you talk upon ; 
and the most trifling, frivolous subjects will still give 
a man of parts an opportunity of showing them. 
L* usage du grand monae can alone teach that. This 
was the distinguishing characteristic of Alcibiades, 
and a happy one it was ; that he could occasionally, 
and with so much ease, ^opt the most different, and 
even the most opposite habits and manners, that each 
seemed natural to him. Prepare yourself for the 
great world, as the athletcR used to do for their exer- 
cises ; oil (if I may use that expression) your mind, 
and your manners, to give them the necessary supple- 
ness and flexibility ; strength alone will not do, as 
young people are too apt to think. 

Ifow do your exercises go on ? Can you manage 
a pretty vigorous sauteur between the pillars p Are 
you got into stirrups yet? Faites-vous assaut aux 
armesp But, above all, what does Marcel say of 
you ? Is he satisfied ? Pray be more particular in 
your accounts of yourself ; for, though T have fre- 
quent accounts of you from others, T desire to have 
your own too. Adieu. 

Yours, truly and tenderly. 


LETTER CCXX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 2d, O. S. 1751. 
Two accounts, which I have very lately received of 
you, from two good judges, have put me into great 
spirits ; as they have given me reasonable hopes 
that you will soon acquire all that I believe you 
want ; I mean the air, the address, the graces, and 
the manners of a man of fashion. As these two 
pictures of you are vei’y unlike that which T received 
VOI.. II. D D 
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and sent you some months ago, 1 will name the two 
painters : the first is an old friend an(^ acquaintance 
of mine. Monsieur D’Aillon. Ilis picture is, I hope, 
like you ; for it is a very good one ; Monsieur Tol- 
lot’s is still a better; and so advantageous a one 
that I will not send you a copy of it, for fear of 
making you too vain. So far 1 will tell you, that 
there was only one but in either of their accounts ; 
and it was this: I gave D’Aillon the question, 
ordinary and extraordinary, upon the important 
article of Manners; and extorted this from him: 
* Mais, si vom ‘tmilez, il lui inamjue encore ce dernier 
beau vemis qui releve les couleurs, el qui domic V eclat 
d la piece. Coniptez quHl I- aura, il a trap d^esprii 
pour n^eu. pas conmnire lout le el je me trompe 

hien, ou plus d*une personne Iramille d le lui dimner. 
Monsieur Tollot says, t II m lui manque absolmnmt 
pour el re lout ce que vous souhaitez qu*il soil, que ces 
petils riens, ces graces de diUail, cette aisance aimable, 
que Vmage du grand monde pent seal lui dminer. Jl 
cel egard on m* assure quHl est en de bonnes mains ; je 
ne sais si on ne veut pas dire pur Id dam des beaux 
bras. Without entering into a nice discussion of 
the last question, I congratulate you and mysell‘ 
upon your being so near that point which I so 
anxiously wish you may arrive at. I am sure that 
all your attention and endeavours will be exerted ; 

• “ But, since you will know it, he still wants that last, 
beautiful varnish, which raises the colours, and gives brilliancy 
to the piece. Be persuaded that he will acquire it ; he has too 
much sense not to know its value ; and, if 1 am not greatly 
mistaken, more persons than one are now endeavouring to give 
it him.” 

f In order to be exactly all that you wish him, he only 
wants those little nothings, those graces in detail, and that 
amiable ease, which can only be acquired by usage of the great 
world. I am assured that he is, in that respect, in good 
hands ; 1 do not know whether that docs not rather imply in 
line arms.” 
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and, if exerted, they will succeed. Mr. Tollot says 
that you are iftcliiied to he fat ; but I hope you will 
decline it as much as you can ; not by takin" any 
thing corrosive to make you lean, but by taking as 
little as you can of those things that would make 
you fat. Drink no chocolate, take your coffee with- 
out cream ; you cannot possibly avoid suppers at 
Paris/unless you avoid company too, which I would 
by no means have you do; but eat as little at 
supper as you can, and make even an tillowance 
for that little at your dinners. Take, occasionally, a 
double dose of riding and fencing; and now that 
tlu* summer is come, walk a good deal in the 
Tuilleries: it is a real inconvcniency to any body 
to be fat ; and, besides, it is ungraceful for a young 
fellow. A propos, T had like to have forgot to tell 
you, that I charged I'cllot to attend particularly to 
your utterance and diction ; two points of the utmost 
importance. To the first he says, * II ne s'enmre 
pas maf, innis il seroif d sotthailer quHl h jit encore 
tnieux; ef if s* exprime avee plus if e feu que inelegance, 
l/usage ile fa bonne compagnie nictfra aussi orifre ci 
font cefa. These, T allow, are all little things sepa- 
rately ; but, aggregately, they make a most important 
and great article in the account of a gentleman. In 
the House of Commons you can never make a 
figure without elegancy of style, and gracefulness 
of utterance; and you can never succeed as a 
Courtier, at your own Court, or as a Minister at any 
other, without those innumerable petifs riens dans les 
nianiereSy el dans les attentions. Mr. Yorke is by 
this time at Paris ; make your court to him, but not 
so as to disgust, in the least. Lord Albemarle ; who 

* “ Hi8 enunciation not bad, but it is to bo wished that it 
were still better ; and l»e expresses himself with more fire than 
elegancy. Usage of good company will instruct him likewise 
in that.’’ 
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may possibly dislike your considering Mr. Yorkc as 
the man of business, and him as onlj pour omer la 
scene. Whatever your opinion may be upon that 
point, take cure not to let it appear ; but be well 
with them both, by showing no public j)rcference to 
either. 

Though I must necessarily full into repetitions, 
by treating the same subject so often, I canndl help 
recommending to you again the utmost attention to 
your air and address. Apply yourself now to Mar- 
cel’s lectures, as diligently as you did fonnerly to 
Professor Mascow’s ; desire him to teach you every 
genteel attitude that the human body can be put 
into ; let him make you go in and out of his room 
Irequently, and present yourself to him, as if he 
were by turns difierent persons ; such as a minister, 
a lady, a superior, an equal, an inferior, &c. licarii 
to sit genteelly in different companies ; to loll gen- 
teelly, and with good manners, in those companies 
where you are authorized to be free ; and to sit up 
respectfully where the same freedom is not allowa- 
ble. Learn even to compose your countenance 
occasionally to the respectful, the cheerful, and the 
insinuating. Take particular care that the motions 
of your hands and arms be easy and graceliil ; lor 
the genteel ness of a man consists more in them 
than in any thing else, especially in his dancing. 
Desire some women to tell you of any little awkward- 
ness that they observe in your carriage: they art* 
the best judges of those things ; and if they arc 
satisfied, the men will be so too. Think, now, 
only of the decorations. Are you acquainted with 
Madame Geoffrain, who has a great deal of wit ; 
and who, I am informed, receives only the very best 
company in her house? Do you know Madame dii 
Pin, who, I remember, had beauty, and I hear has 
wit and reading? I could wish you to converse 
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only with those who, either from their rank, their 
merit, or their beauty, reejuire constant attention ; 
for a young man can never improve in company, 
where he thinks he may neglect himself. A new 
how must be constantly kept bent ; when it grows 
older, and lias taken the right turn, it may now and 
then be relaxed. 

T have this moment paid your draught of 89/. 15s. 
it was signed in a very good hand ; which proves 
that a good hand may be written witliout the assist- 
ance of magic. Nothing provokes me much more 
than to hear people indolently say that they cannot 
do what is in every body’s power to do, if it be but 
in their will. Adieu. 


LETTER CCXXI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 6th, O. S. 17.51. 
The best aulhors are always the severest critics of 
their own works ; they revise, correct, file, and polish 
them, till they think they have brought them to per- 
fection. Considering you as my work, T do not 
look upon my.self* as a bad author, and am therefore 
a severe critic. I examine narrowly into the least 
inaccuracy or inelegancy, in order to correct, not to 
expose them, and that the work may be perfect at 
last. You arc, 1 know, exceedingly improved in 
your air, address, and manners, since you nave been 
at Paris ; but still there is, 1 believe, room for farther 
improvement, before you come to that perfection 
which I have set my heart upon seeing you arrive 
at : and till that moment, I must continue filing and 
polishing. In a letter that I received by last post, 
from a friend of yours at Paris, there was this 
J) D 2 
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parapirapli : * Sans Jlatterie, fat Vkonnenr de vous 
assurer que Monsieur Stanhope rv.ussit i^i au de Id de 
ce qu^on atlendroU d*UHc personne de son age ; il voit 
trhJiomie compagnie, et ce ijelil ton qu'on regardoit 
d^abord comme un pcu decide et uti pen brusque, n'est 
rien moins que cela, parce qu*il esi Veffei de la fran- 
chise, accompagnee de la politesse et de la deference. 
II ^etudie d plaire, et il y reussit. Madame de, I*ui- 
sieud' en parloit Vautre jour avee complaisance et 
intcrH : vous en serez content d tons egards. I'liis is 
extremely well, and I rtyoice at- it: one little circuin- 
stanee only may, anti I hope will, be altered for the 
better. 'Jake pains to undeceive those who thoujjht 
that petit ton mi peu decide et un peu brusque ; as it is 
not meant so, let it not appear so. Compose your 
countenance to an air of gentleness and douceur, use 
some expressions of diffidence of your own opinion, 
and deference to other people’s; such as, tA’*/ m^est 
pennis de. le dire—je eroirois — ne seroil^e pas plutot 
amme cela I* Au moins j*ai tout lieu de me defier de 
moi-meme: such mitigating, engaging words do by no 
means weaken your argument ; but, on the contrary, 
make it more powerful, by making it more pleasing. 
If it is a quick and hasty manner of speaking that 
j)eople mistake, pour decide et brusque, prevent their 

• “ 1 have the honour to aaaure you, without flattery, that 
Mr. Stanhope succeeds, beyond what nught be expected from a 
person of his age. He goes into very good company ; and that 
kind of manner, wliich was at flrst thought to be too decisive 
and peremptory, is now judged otherwise; because it is ac- 
knowledged to be the efiect of an ingenuous frankness, accom- 
panied by politeness, and by a proper deference. He studies to 
please, ana succeeds. Madame de Puisioux was the other day 
speaking of him with complacency and friendship. You will 
be satisfied with him in all respects.” 

t If I might be permitted to say — I should think— Ts it not 
rather so 1 At least 1 have the greatest reason to be diflident 
of myself. 
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mistakes for the future, by speaking more delibe- 
rately, and ticking a softer tone of voice: as in this 
case you are free from the guilt, be free from the 
suspicion too. Mankind, as I have often told you, 
is more governed by appearances than by realities : 
and, with regard to opinion, one had better be really 
rough and hard, with the appearance of gentleness 
ancl softness, than just the reverse. Few people 
have penetration enough to discover, attention enough 
to observe, or even concern enough to examine, be- 
yond the exterior ; they take their notions from the 
surface, and go no deeper ; they commend, as the 
gentlest and best njitured man in the world, that 
man who has the most engaging exterior manner, 
though ijossibly they have been but once in his 
company. An air, a tone of voice, a composure of 
countenance to mildness and softness, which are all 
easily acquired, do the business; and without far- 
ther oxainination, and possibly with the contrary 
qualities, that man is reckoned the gentlest, the 
modestest, and the best iiatured man alive. Happy 
the man who, with a certain fund of parts and 
knowledge, gets acquainted with the world early 
enough to make it his bubble, at an age when most 
people are the bubbles of the world ! for that is the 
common case of youth. They grow wiser when it is 
too late: and, ashamed and vexed at having been 
bubbles so long, too often turn knaves at last. Do 
not therefore trust to appearances and outside your- 
self, but pay other people with them ; because you 
may be sure that nine in ten of mankind do, and 
ever will, trust to them. This is by no means a 
criminal or blamablc simulation, if not used with 
an ill intention. I am by no means blamable in 
desiring to have other people’s good word, good 
will, and affection, if I do not mean to abuse them. 
Your heart, I know, is good, your sense is sound, 
and your knowledge cxtensiyc. What then remains 
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for you to do? Nothing, but to adorn those i’un- 
damental qualifications witli such ^gaging and 
captivating manners, softness, and gentleness, as 
will endear you to those who arc able to judge of 
your real merit, and which always stand in the 
stead of merit with those who are not. T do not 
mean by this to recommend to you Ic fade doucareux, 
the insipid softness of a gentle fool : no, asserk your 
own opinion, oppose other peo])le’s, when wrong; 
but lot your manner, your air, your terms, and 
your tone of voice, be soil and gentle, and that 
easily and naturally, not affectedly. Use palliatives 
when you contradict ; such as, I may he mistaken^ I 
am not sure, hut I hetieve, I should rather think, &c. 
Finish any argument or dispute with some little 
good humoured pleasantly, to show that you are 
neither hurt yourself, nor meant to hurt your an- 
tagonist; for an argument, kept up a good while, 
often occasions a temporary alienation on each side. 
Pray obsei’ve particularly, in those French people 
who are distinguished by that character, cette douceur 
de tiururs et de manieres, which they talk of so much, 
and value so justly; see in what it consists; in 
mere trifles, and most easy to be acquired, where 
the heart is really good. Imitate, copy it, till it 
becomes habitual and easy to you. Witliout a 
compliment to you, I take it to be the only thing 
you now want: nothing will sooner give it you 
than a real passion, or, at least, un gout vif, for 
some woman of fashion ; and, as 1 suppose that 
you have either the one or the other by this time, 
you are consequently in the best school. Besides 
this, if you were to say to Lady Hervey, Madame 
Monconseil, or such others as you look upon to be 
your fiiends, *Ow. dit que fai un certain ‘petit ton 
trap decide et trop brusque, Vintention. pourtant n*y est 

* It is said that 1 have a kind of manner which is rather too 
decisive and too peremptory ; it is not however my intention 
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pas; corngez-moi^ je vous en supplie, et chdtiez-moi 
meme publiquewmt quand mus me trouverez mr le 
fait. Ne me passez rieiiy poiissez votre critique jusqu^d 
Vexces; unjuge aussi eclair e est en droit d*etre sev^e, 
et je vous promeis que le coupable tdchera de se cor- 
riger. 

Yesterday I had two of your acquaintances to 
dine \fith me, Baron B. and Ids companion Mon- 
sieur S. I cannot say of the former, qu'il est paitri 
de grdces ; and I would rather advise him to go and 
settle quietly at home, than to think of improving 
himself by farther travels, Ce n*est pas Ic hois dant on 
en fait. His companion is much better, though he 
has a strong tocco di tedesco. They both spoke well 
of you, and so far I liked them both. Comment 
vont nos affaires avec Vaimable petite Blot P Se prele- 
Kelle d vos fleurettes, etes~vous cense d^etre sur les tangs i* 

Madame du est-elle votre Madame de jMtsay, 

et faiUelle quelquefois des nxudsP Seriez vous son 
•Meilcour P Elfe a, dit on, de la douceur, de f esprit, 
des manieres ; il gad avprendre dans un tel appretu. 
tissage^. '\A woman like ner, who has always pleased, 
and often been pleased, can best teach the art of 
pleasing ; that art, without which ogni fatica e vana. 
MarcePs lectures are no small part of that art ; they 
are the engaging forerunner of all other accomplish- 

that it should be so : I entreat you to correct, and even publicly 
to punish mo, whenever 1 am guilty. Do not treat m^ with the 
least indulgence, but criticise to the utmost. So clear-sighted 
a judge as you has a right to bo severe ; and I promise you that 
the criminal will endeavour to correct himsolf. 

• How go you on with the amiable little Blot? Does she 
listen to your flattering tale ? Are you numbered among the 
list of her admirers 1 Is Madame du — — — your Madame de 
Luisay ? Does she sometimes knot, and are you her Meilcour? 
They say she has softness, sense, and engaging manners; in 
such an apprenticeship much may be learned. 

t 'I'his whole passage, and several others, allude to Cr6bil- 
lon’s Egaremem du Caur et de PEsprit, a sentimental novel 
WTitten about that time, and then much in vogue at Paris. 
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mcnts. Dress is also an article not to be neglected, 
and 1 hope you do not neglect it ; nt helps in the 
premier aoord, whicli is often decisive. By dress, I 
mean your clotlies being well made, fitting you, in 
the fashion, and not above it ; your hair well done, 
and a general cleanliness and spruccncss in your 
person. I hope you take infinite care of your teeth ; 
the consecjuences of neglecting the mouth are ?»erious, 
not only to one’s self but to others. In short, my 
dear child, neglect nothing ; a little more will com- 
plete the whole. Adieu! I have not heard from 
you these three weeks, which I think a great while. 


liETTER CCXXTl. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 10th, O. S. 17.M. 
I RE(3UVKD yesterday, at the same time, your letters 
of the 4th and the 1 1 th, N. S. and being much more 
careful of my commissions limn you are of yours, 
I do not delay one moment sending you my final 
instructions concerning the pictures. The Man, you 
allow to be a Titian, and in good preservation ; the 
Woman is an indificrent and a damaged picture; 
but, as I want them for furniture for a particular 
room, compiuiions are necessai-y; and theret'ore I 
am willing to take the Woman, for better for worse, 
upon account of the Man; and if she is not too 
much diunaged, I can have her tolerably repaired, 
as many a fine woman is, by a skilful hand here ; 
but then I expect the lady should be, in a manner, 
thrown into the bargain with the Man : and, in this 
state of affairs, the Woman being worth little or 
nothing, I will not go above fourscore Louis for the 
two together. As for the Rembrandt you mention, 
though it is very cheap, if good, 1 do not care for it. 
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T love la belle nature ; Rembrandt paints caricaturas. 
Now for your commissions, which you seem to 
have forgotten. Y ou mention nothing of the patterns 
which you received by Monsieur Tollot, though I 
told you in a foimer letter, which you must have 
had before the date of your last, that I should stay 
till 1 received the patterns pitched upon by your 
ladies ;*for as to the instructions which you sent 
me in Madame Monconscil’s hand, I could find no 
mohairs* in liondon that exactly answered that 
description : I shall, therefore, wait till you send me 
(which you may easily do in a letter) the patterns 
.chosen by your three Graces. 

I would, by all means, have you go now and then 
for two or three days, to Marechal Coigny’s, at 
Orli; it is but a proper civility to that family, 
whicli has been particularly civil to you ; and more- 
over, I would have you familiarize yourself with, 
and learn the interior and domestic manners of 
people of that rank and fashion. I also desire that 
you will frequent Versailles luid St. Cloud, at both 
which Courts you have been received with distinc- 
tion. Profit by that distinction, and familiarize 
yourself at both. Great Courts are the seats of true 
good breeding; you are to live at Courts, lose no 
time in learning them. Go and stay sometimes at 
Versailles, for three or four days, where you will be 
domestic in the best families, by means of. your 
friend Madame de Puisieux ; and mine, L^Abbe de 
la Ville. Go to the King’s and the Dauphin’s 
levees, and distinguish yourself from the rest of 
your countrymen, who, I dare say, never go there 
when they can help it. Though the young French- 
men of fashion may not be worth forming intimate 
connexions with, they are well worth making ac- 
quaintance of ; and I do not see how you can avoid 
it, frequenting so many good French houses as you 
* Hy mohairs wc suppofw his Lordship means tabbies. 
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tU), where, to he sure, many of them come. Be 
cautious how you contract friendsWps, but be de- 
sirous, and even industrious, to obtain a universal 
acquaintance. Be easy, and even forward, in making 
new acquaintances ; that is the only way of knowing 
manners and cfaanicters in general, which is, at 
present, your great object. You are enfant de famiUe 
in three Ministers* houses ; but I wish yoU had a 
footing, at least, in thirteen ; and that, I should 
think, you might easily bring about, by that com- 
mon chain, wnich, to a certain degree, connects 
those you do not with those you do know. For 
instance, I suppose that neither Jjord Albemarle, 
nor Marquis dc St. Germain, would make the least 
tlifliculty to present you to Comte Caunitz, the 
Nuncio, &c. ll faut Hre rompu au nmndcy which 
can only be done by an extensive, various, and 
almost universal acquaintance. 

When you have got your emaciated Philomath, 
I desire that his triangles, rhomboids, &c. may not 
keep you one moment out of the good company 
you would otherwise be in. Swallow all your learn- 
ing in the morning, but digest it in company in the 
evenings. The reading of ten new characters is 
more your business now, than the reading of twenty 
old books ; showish and shining people always get 
the better of all others, though ever so solid. If 
you would be a great man in the world when you 
are old, shine and be showish in it while you are 
young ; know every body, and endeavour to pletise 
every body, I mean exteriorly ; for fundamentdly it 
is impossible. Try to engage the heart of every 
woman, and the affections of almost every man you 
meet with. Madame Monconseil assures me that 
you are most surprisingly improved in your air, 
manners, and address ; go on, my dear cliild, and 
never think that you are come to a sufficient degree 
of perfection ; actum reputans si quid superesset 
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kffendnm ; and in those shining parts of the character 
of a gentleman, there is always something remaining 
to be acquired. Modes and manners vary in different 
places, and at different times ; you must keep pace 
with them, know them, and adopt them, wherever 
you find them. The great usage of the world, the 
knowledge of characters, the hrillarit d’un gaJant 
hommB, is all that you now want. Study Marcel 
and the beau monde with great application ; but read 
Homer and Horace, only when you have nothing 
else to do. Pray who is la belle Madame de Case, 
whom I know you frequent? I like the epithet 
given her very well ; if she deserves it, she deserves 
your attention too. A man of fashion should be 
gallant to a fine woman, though he does not make 
love to her, or may be otherwise engaged. On lui 
doit des politesses, on fait l*eloge de ses ckarmes, et il 
iCm est ni plus ni moins pour cela : it pleases, it 
Hatters ; you get their good word, and you lose 
nothing by it. These gentillesses should be accom- 
panied, as indeed every thing else should, with un 
air, un tan de douceur et de politesse. Les graces 
must be of the party, or it will never do ; and they 
are so easily had, that it is astonishing to me every 
body has them not; they are sooner gained than 
any woman of common reputation and decency. 
Pursue them but with care and attention, and you 
are sure to enjoy them at last : without them, I am 
sure, you will never enjoy any body else. You 
observe, truly, that Mr. * • * * is gauche; it is to be 
hoped that he will mend with keeping company ; and 
is yet pardonable in him, as just come from school. 
But reflect what you would think of a man, who 
had been any time in the world, and yet should be 
so awkward. For God^s sake therefore, now, think 
of nothing but shining, and even distinguishing 
yourselt' in the most polite Courts, by your air, 
your address, your manners, your politeness, your 

VOL. II. E E 
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douceur, your graces. With those advantages (and 
not without them) take my word for you will get 
the better of all rivals, in business as well as in 
ruelles. Adieu! Send me your patterns by tlie 
next post, and also your instructions to Grevenkop, 
about the seal, which you seem to have forgotten. 


LETTER CCXXIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, May the 16th, O. S. 1751. 
Tn about three months, from this day, we shall pro- 
bably meet. 1 look upon that moment, as a young 
woman does upon her bridal night; I expect the 
greatest pleasure, and yet cannot help fearing some 
little mixture of pain. My reason bids me doubt a 
little, of what iny imagination makes me expect. In 
some articles, I am very sure, that my most sanguine 
wishes will not be disappointed ; and those are the 
most material ones. In others, I fear something or 
other, which 1 can better feel than describe. How- 
ever, I will attempt it. I fear the want of that ami- 
able and engaging je ne sais (/uoi, which, as some 
jihilosophers have, unintelligibly enough, said of the 
soul, is all in all, and all in every part; it should 
shed its influence over every word and action. I fear 
the want of that air, and first abord, which suddenly 
lays hold of the heart, one docs not know distinctly 
how nor why. I fear an inaccuracy, or, at least, 
inelegancy of diction, which will wrong, and lower, 
the best and justest matter. And, lasUy, I fear an 
ungraceful, if not an unpleasant uttenince, which 
would disgrace and vilify the whole. Should these 
fears be at present founded, yet the objects of them 
are (thank God) of such a nature, that you may, if 
you please, between this and our meeting, i*emove 
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every one of them. All these eng^affing and endearing^ 
accomplishments are mechanical, and to be acquired 
by care and observation, as easily as turning, or any 
mechanicid trade. A common country fellow, taken 
from the plough, and inlisted in an old corps, soon 
lays aside his shambling gait, his slouching air, his 
clumsy and awkward motions ; and acouires the 
martkl air, the regular motions, and the wnole exer- 
cise ol‘ the corps, luid, particularly, ol‘ his right and 
left hand man. How so? Not from his parts ; which 
were just the same liefore as after he was inlisted ; 
but either from a commendable ambition of being 
like, and ecpial to those he is to live with ; or else 
from the fear of being punished for not being so. If 
then both or either of these motives, change such a 
fellow, in about six months time, to such a degree, 
as that he is not to be known again, how much 
stronger should both these motives be with you, to 
acquire, in the utmost perfection, the whole exercise 
of the people of fashion, with whom you are to live 
jUI your life ? Ambition should make you resolve to 
be, at least, their equal in that exercise, as well as 
the fear of punishment ; which most inevitably will 
attend the want of it. 13y that exercise, I mean the 
air, the manners, the graces, and the style of people 
of fashion. A friend of yours, in a letter T received 
from him by the last post, after some other commen- 
dations of you, says, * II est eto'nnant, que pensanf. 
avec tant de mlidiie quHl fait, et ayant le yoiU aussi 
suTy et aussi dUical quHl Va^ il exprime avec si peu 
d* elegance et de delicatesse. 11 neglige meme totalement 
le choix des mots et la toumure des phrases. This 1 
should not be so much surprised or concerned at, 
if it related only to the English language ; which, 
hitherto, you have had no opportunity of studying, 

* It b fturpriaing, that, thinking with ao much solidity as he 
does, and having so true and refined a taste, he should express 
himself with so little elegancy and delicacy. He even totally 
neglects the choice of words and torn of phrases. 
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and but few of speaking, at least to those who could 
correct your inaccuracies. But if you ^o not express 
yourself elegantly and delicately in French and Ger- 
man (both which languages I know you possess per- 
fectly, and speak eteniaily, it can be only from an 
unpardonable inattention, to what you most errone- 
ously think a little object, though, in truth, it is one 
of the most important of your life. Solidity and 
delicacy of thought must be given us, it cannot be 
acquired, though it may be improved ; but elegancy 
and delicacy of expression may be acquired, by who- 
ever will take the necessary care and pains. 1 am 
sure you love me so well, that you would be very 
sorry, when we meet, that I should be either disap- 
pointed or mortified ; and I love you so well, that, I 
assure you, I should be both, if I should find you 
want any of those exterior accomplishments which 
arc the indispensably necessary steps to that figure, 
and fortune, which I so earnestly wish you may one 
day make in the world. 

I hope you do not neglect your exercises of riding, 
fencing, and dancing, but particularly the latter ; fer 
they all concur to degourdir, and to give a certain 
air. To ride well is not only a proper and graceful 
accomplishment for a gentleman, but may also save 
you many a fall hereafter ; to fence well may pos- 
sibly save your life ; and to dance well is absolutely 
necessary, in order to sit, stand, and walk well. To 
tell you the truth, my friend, I have some little sus- 
picion, that you now and then neglect or omit your 
exercises, for more serious studies. But now non est 
hits locus, every thing has its time ; and this is yours 
for your exercises ; for when you return to Paris, I 
only propose your continuing your dancing ; which 
you shall two years longer, if you happen to be where 
there is a good dancing-master. Here, T will see you 
take some lessons with your old master Desnoyers, 
who is our Marcel. 

What says Madame du Pin to you ? I am told she 



LETTLltS TO ms SON. 317 

is very handsome still ; I know she was so some few 
years ago. She has good parts, reading, manners, 
and delicacy^ such an arrartgement would be both 
creditable and advantageous to you. She will expect 
to meet with all the good breeding and delicacy that 
she brings ; and as she is past the glare and eclat of 
youth, may be the more willing to listen to your 
storyji^if you tell it well. For an attachment, 1 should 
prefer her to la petite Blot; and, for a mere gallantry, 
I should prefer la petite Blot to her ; so that they are 
consistent, et Vune n*empeche pas V autre. Adieu! 
Remember la douceur et les graces. 


LETTER CCXXIV. 

MY DEAIl FRIEND, London, May the 23d, O. S. 1761. 
r HAVE this moment received your letter of the 25th, 
N. S. and being rather somewhat more attentive to 
my commissions, than you are to yours, return you 
this immediate answer to the question you ask me 
about the two pictures; I will not give one livre 
more than what I told you in my last ; having no 
sort of occasion for them, and not knowing very well 
where to put them, if I had them. 

I wait with impatience for your final orders about 
the mohairs ; the mercer pereecuting me every day, 
for three pieces which I thought pretty, and which I 
have kept by me eventually, to secure them, in case 
your ladies should pitch upon them. 

What do you mean by your * Si j'osois ? qu’est-ce 
qui vous emp^che d’oser? On ose tou jours quand il 
y a esperance de succes ; et on ne perd rien a oser, 

• If I durst 1 What should hinder you from daring 1 One al- 
ways dares, if thoro are hopes of success ; and if even there are 
none, one is no loser by daring. A man of fashion knows how, 
E E 2 



318 LORD chesterfield’s 

quaiid meme il n'y en a pas. Uii honnete hommc 
sait oser, et quand il faiit oser, il ouvre la trancliee 
par des travaux, des soins, et des atten^ons ; s’il n’en 
est pas deloge d’abord il avance toujours a Pattaque 
de la place iii(^me. Apr^ss de certaines approclies le 
succ^s est infaillible, et il n*y a que les nigauds qui 
en doutent, ou qui ne le tentent point. SeroiU;e le 
caractere respectable dc Madame de la Valie^e, qui 
vous empeche d’oser, ou seroit-ce la vertu farouche 
de Madame du Pin qui vous retient ! La sagesse 
invincible de la belle Madame Case vous decourage- 
t-elle plus que sa lieaute ne vous invite? Mais si 
done. Soyez convaincu que la femme la plus sage 
se trouve flattee, bicn loin d’etre oftensee, par une 
declai-ation d’amour, faite avec politesse, et agremenl. 
Il se peut bien qu’elle ne s’y pretera point, e’est-a- 
dire, si elle a un gout ou une passion pour quelque 
autre ; mais en tout cas elle ne vous en saura pas 
mauvais gre ; de fa9on qu’il n’est pas question d’oser 
d^s qu’il n’y a pas de danger. Mais si elle s’y pr^e, 
si elle ecoute, et qu’elle vous permet de redoubler 
votre declaration, comptez qu’elle se moquera bien 
de vous si vous n’osez pas tout le reste. Je vous 

and when, tx) dare. He begins his approaches b)' distant attacks, 
by assiduities, and by attentions. If he is not immediately and 
totally repulsed, he continues to advance. After certain steps, 
success is infallible ; and none but very silly fellows can then 
either doubt, or not attempt it. Is it the respectable character 
of Madame de la Valiere, which prevents your daring ; or are 
you intimidated at the fierce virtue of Madame du Pin 7 Does 
the invincible modesty of the handsome Madame Case discou- 
rage, more tlian her beauty invites you ? Fie, for shame ! Be 
convinced that the most virtuous woman, far from being offended 
at a declaration of love, is f attered by it, if it is made in a polite 
and agreeable manner. It is possible that she may not be pro- 
pitious to your vows ; that is to say, if she has a liking or a pa»« 
sion for another person. But, at all events, she will not be dis- 
pleased with you for it ; so that, as there is no danger, this cannot 
even be called daring. But if she attends, if she listens, and 
allows you to repeat your declaration, be ]jersuaded that if you 
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conseille de debater plutot par Madame du Pin^ qui 
a encore de la beaute plus qu’il n’en faut pour un 
jeune drole colnme vous ; elle a aussi du mondc, de 
Pesprit, de la delicatesse ; son age ne liii laisse pas 
absolument le choix de ses amans, et je vous reponds 
qu^elle ne rejetteroit pas les oftres de vos tres-humbles 
services. Distinguez-la done par vos attentions, et 
des regards tendres ; et prenez les occasions iavora- 
bles cle lui dire a Poreille que vous voudriez bien 
que Pamitie et Pestime fussent les seuls motifs de 
vos egards pour elle, mais que des sentimens bien 
])lus tendres cn sont les veritables sources. Que vous 
souffriez bien cn les lui declarant, mais que vous 
souffriez encore plus en les lui cachant. 

Je sens bien qu’en lui disant cela pour la premiere 
fois vous aurez Pair assez sot, et assez penaiid, et 
que vous le direz fort mal. Tant mieux, elle attri- 
buera votre desordre a Pexces de votre amour, aii 
lieu de Pattribuer a la veritable cause, votre pen 
d' usage du monde, suvtout dans ces mati^res. 

S areil cas Painour propre est le fiddle ami de Pamant. 
\e craignez done rien, soyez galant homme ; parlcz 

do not dare all the rest, she will laugh at you. I advise you to 
begin rather by Madame du Pin, who has still more than beauty 
enough for such a youngster as you. She has, besides, know- 
ledge of the world, sense, and delicacy. As she is not so extremely 
young, tl^e choice of her lovers cannot be entirely at her option. 
1 promise you, she will not refuse the tender of your most hum- 
ble services. Distinguish her then by attentions, and by tender 
looks. Take favourable opportunities of whispering, tliat you wish 
esteem and friendship were the only motives of your.regard for 
her ; but that it derives from sentiments of a much more tender 
nature : that you made not this declaration without pain ; but 
that the concealing your passion was a still greater torment. 

1 am sensible that in saying this for the first time, you will 
look silly, abashed, and even express yourself very ill. So much 
the better j for, instead of attrilrating your confusion to the little 
usage you have of the world, particularly in these sort of subjects, 
she will think that excess of love is the occasion of it. In such 
a case, the lover’s best fnend is self-love. Do not then be afraid ; 
behave gallantly. Speak well, and you will be heard. If you 
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bien, el on vous ecoutcra. Si on ne vous ecoute 
pas la premiere, parlez une seconcle, une troisieme, 
uue quatrieme fois ; si la j)lace n^est 'pas deja prise, 
Boyez sur qu*a la longue elle est prenable. 

I am very glad you arc going to Orli, and from 
thence to St. Cloud; go to both, and to Versailles 
also, often. It is that interior, domestic familiarity 
with people of fashion, that alone can give you 
Viisatje du monde, et les manieres aisees. It is only 
with women one loves, or men one respects, that the 
desire of pleasing exerts itself; and without the 
desire of pleasing, no man living can please. lict 
that desire be the spring of all your words and ac- 
tions. That ha[)py talent, the art of pleasing, which 
so few do, though almost all might possess, is worth 
all your learning and knowledge put together. The 
latter can never raise you high, without the former ; 
but the former may carry you, as it lias carried thou- 
sands, a great way, without the latter. 

I am glad that you dance so well, as to be reckon- 
ed by Marcel among his best scholars ; go on, and 
dance better still. Dancing well is pleasing jrro 
tantOf ancj makes a })art of that necessary whole, 
which is comjiosed of a thousand parts, mimjr of 
them of lea injiniment pelits quoiqu* injintment neces- 
saires. 

I shall never have done upon this subject, which 
is indispensably necessary towards your making any 
figure or fortune in the world; both which 1 have 
set my heart upon, and for both which you now ab- 
solutely want no one thing but the art of pleasing ; 
and I must not conceal from you, that you have still 
a good way to go, before you arrive at it. You still 
want a thousand of those little attentions that imply 
a desire of pleasing : you want a douceur of air and 

are not listened to tlie first time, try a second, a third, and a 
fourth. If the place is not already taken, depond upon it, it may 
be conquered. 
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expjession that engages : you want an elegancy and 
delicacy of expression, necessary to adorn the best 
sense and most solid matter : in short, you still want 
a great deal of the hrillant and the 'poli. Get them 
at any rate ; sacrifice hecatombs of books to them : 
seek for them in company, and renounce your closet 
till you have got them. I never received the letter 
you reier to, il‘ ever you wrote it. Adieu, et bon soir, 
Momeigneur. 


LETTER CCXXV. 

MY PEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, June Ihe 6th, O. S. 
Solicitous and anxious as I have ever been to form 
your heart, your mind, and your manners ; to bring 
you as near perfection as the imperfection ol’ our 
natures will allow; I have exhausted, in the course 
ol' our correspondence, all that my own mind could 
suggest, and have borrowed from others whatever I 
thought could be useful to you ; but this has neces- 
sarily been interruptedly and by snatches. It is now 
time, and you are of an age, to review and to weigh 
in your own mind all that you have heard, and all 
tliat you have read, upon these subjects; and to 
form your own character, your conduct, and your 
manners, for the rest of your life ; allowing for such 
improvements as a farther knowledge of the world 
will naturally give you. In this view, T would re- 
commend to you to read, with the greatest attention, 
such books as treat particularly of those subjects ; 
reflecting seriously upon them, and then comparing 
the speculation with the practice. For example, if 
you read in the morning some of La Rochefoucauld s 
maxims; consider them, examine them well, and 
compare them with the real characters you meet 
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with ill the evening. Read La Bruyere in the morn- 
ing, and see in the evening whether fiis pictures are 
like. Study the heart and the mind of man, and 
begin with your own. Meditation and reflection 
must lay the foundation of that knowledge ; but ex- 
perience and practice must, and alone can, complete 
it. Books, it is true, point out the operations of the 
mind, the sentiments of the heart, tne influence of 
the passions ; and so far they are of previous use : 
but without subsequent practice, experience, and 
observation, they are as ineffectual, and would even 
lead you into as many errors in fact, as a map would 
do, if you were to take your notions of the towns 
and provinces from their delineations in it. A man 
would reap very little benefit by his travels, if he 
made them only in his closet upon a map of the 
whole world. Next to the two books that I have 
already mentioned, 1 do not know a better for you 
to read, and seriously reflect upon, than Avis d*um 
Mere d un Fils par la Marquise de Lambert. She was 
a woman of a superior understanding and knowledge 
of the world, had always kept the best company, 
was solicitous that her son should make a figure and 
a fortune in the world, and knew better than any 
body how to point out the means. It is very short, 
and will take you much less time to read, than you 
ought to employ in reflecting upon it, after you have 
read it. Her son was in the army, she wished he 
might rise there ; but she well knew, that, in order to 
rise, he must first please : she says to him, therefore, 
* Jl Vegard de ceux dont vom dependeZy le premier »we- 
rite est de plaire. And in another place, -fDans les 
emplois snhaltemes vous ne vous soutenez que par les 
agremens. Les mailres smit camme les mattresses; 

* With regard to those upon whom you depend, the chief 
merit is to please.' 

t In subaltern employments, the art of pleasing must bo your 
support. Masters are like mistresses j whatever services they 
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quelque service que vous leur ayez rendu, ils cesseni de 
vous aimer quay>d vous cessez de leur plaire. This, I 
cun assure yDu, is at least as true in courts as in 
camps, and possibly more so. If to your merit and 
knowledg;e you add the art of pleasing, you may very 
])robably come in time to be Secretary of Suite ; but, 
take my word for it, twice your merit and know- 
ledge, without the ait of pleasing, would, at most, 
j'aise you to the important post of Resident at Ham- 
burgh or Ratisbon. 1 need not tell you now, for T 
often have, and your own disceniment musl have 
told you of what numberless little ingredients that 
art of pleasing is compounded, and how the want of 
the least of them lowers the M'hole ; but the principal 
ingredient is, undoubtedly, la douceur dans les ma- 
nures: nothing will give this more than keeping 
<!ompany with your superiors. Madame Ijambert tells 
her son, * que ws liaisons soient avec des personnes a\i 
dessus de vous, par la vous vous accoutumez an respect 
et d la poliiesse ; avec ses egaux on se neglige, Vesjrrit 
s^assoupit. She advises him too to frequent those 
people, and to see their inside ; f H cst bon d^approcher 
les hommes, de les voir d decouvert ; et avec leur rnerite 
de tons les jours. A happy expression ! It was for 
this reason that I have so often advised you to estab- 
lish and domesticate yourself, wherever you can, in 
good houses of people above you, that you may see 
their every-day character, manners, habits, &c. One 
inu.st see people undressed, to judge truly of their 

may be indebted to you for, they cease to love wlieu you cease to 
b«; agreeable. 

* Let your connexions be with i)eople above you ; by that 
means you will acquire a habit of respect and politeness. With 
one's equals one is apt to become negligent, and the mind grows 
torj)id. 

t In order to judge of men, one must be intimately connected ; 
thus you see them without a veil, and with their mere every-day 
merit. 
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shape; when they are dressed to go abroad, their 
clothes are contrived to conceal, or a^ least palliate, 
the defects of it: as full-bottomed wi^s were con- 
trived for the Duke of Burgundy, to conceal his 
hump back. Happy those who have no faults to 
disguise, nor weaknesses to conceal ! there are few, 
if any such : but unhappy those, who know so litde 
of the world as to judge by outward appeaVances. 
Courts are the best keys to characters : there every 
passion is busy, every art exerted, every character 
analysed : jejdousy, ever watchful, not only discovers, 
but exposes the mysteries of the trade, so that even 
l)ystanders y apprennent d deubier. There too the 
gren.t art of pleasing is practised, taught, and learned, 
with all its graces and delicacies. It is the first thing 
needful there : it is the absolutely necessary harbin- 
ger of merit and talents, let them be ever so great. 
There is no advancing a step without it. Let misan- 
throj)es and would-be philosophers declaim as much 
as they please against the vices, the simulation, and 
dissimulation of Courts ; those invectives are always 
the result of ignorance, ill humour, or envy. Let 
them show me a cottage, where there are not the 
same vices of which they accuse Courts ; with this 
difference only, that in a Cottage they appear in their 
native deformity, and that in Courts, manners and 
good breeding make them less shocking, and blunt 
their edge. No, be convinced that the good breed- 
ing, the toumure, la dmiceur dans les manifest which 
alone are to be acquired at Courts, are not the show- 
ish trifles only which some people call or think them : 
they are a solid good ; they prevent a great deal of 
real mischief; they create, adorn, and strengthen 
friendships : they keep hatred within bounds ; they 
promote good humour and good will in families, 
where the want of good breeding and gentleness of 
manners is commonly the original cause of discord. 
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Get then, before it is too late, a habit of these 
mitiores virtues : practise them upon every the least 
occasion, that they may be easy and familiar to you 
upon the greatest; for they lose a great degree of 
their merit if they seem laboured, and only called in 
upon extraordinary occasions. I tell you truly, this 
is now the only doubtful part of your character with 
me ; ^d it is for that reason that I dwell upon it so 
much» and inculcate it so often. I shall soon see 
whether this doubt of mine is founded ; or rather, T 
hope I shall soon see that it is not. 

This moment I receive your letter of the 9th, N. S. 
I am sorry to fiml that you have had, though ever so 
slight, a return of your Carniolan disorder ; and I 
hope your conclusion will prove a true one, and that 
tliis will be the last. I will send the mohairs by the 
first opportunity. As for the pictures, I am already 
so full, that I am resolved not to buy one more, 
unless by great accident I should meet with some- 
thing surprisingly good, and as surprisingly cheap. 

I should have thought that Lord * * * at his age, 
and with his parts and address, need not have been 
reduced to keep an opera wh — e, in such a place as 
Paris, where so many women of fashion generously 
serve as volunteers. I am still more sorry that he 
is in love with her ; for that will take him out of 
good company, and sink him into bad ; such as fid- 
dlers, pipers, and id genus omne; most unedifying 
and unbecoming company for a man of fashion ! 

Lady Chesterfield makes you a thousand compli- 
ments. Adieu, my dear child. 


VOL. II. 
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LETTER CCXXVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, June the lOth, O. S. 1751. 
Your ladies were so slow in giving their specific 
orders, that the mohairs, of which you at last sent 
me the patterns, were all sold. However, to prevent 
farther delays (for ladies are apt to be very impatient, 
when at last they know their own minds), I have 
taken the quantities desired, of three mohairs which 
come nearest to the description you sent me some 
time ago, in Madame Monconseirs own hand ; and 
I will send them to Calais by the first opportunity. 
In giving la petite Blot her piece, you have a fine 
occasion of saying fine things, if so inclined. 

Lady Hervey, who is your puff and panegyrist, 
writes me word, that she saw you lately dance at a 
ball, and that you dance very genteelly. I am ex- 
tremely glad to hear it ; for (by the maxim that omne 
majiM continet in se minus) if you dance genteelly, 
I presume you walk, sit, and stand genteelly too ; 
things which are much more easy, though much 
more necessary, than dancing well. I have known 
many very genteel people, who could not dance well ; 
but I never knew any body dance very well, who 
V was not genteel in other things. You will probably 
often have occasion to stand in circles, at tne levees 
of princes and ministers, when it is very necessary, 
de payer de sa personne, et d*etre bien planle, with 
your feet not too near nor too distant from each other. 
More people stand and walk, tlian sit genteelly. 
Awkward, ill bred people, being ashamed, com- 
monly sit up bolt upright, and stifi'; others, too 
negligent and easy, se vautrent dans lent fauteuil, 
which is ungraceful and ill bred, unless where the 
familiarity is extreme ; but a man of fashion makes 
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himseli' easy, and appears so, by leaning gracefulLy, 
instead of lolling supinely ; and by varying those 
easy attitudes, instead of that stiff immobility of a 
bashful booby. You cannot conceive, nor can I 
express, how advantageous a good air, genteel mo- 
tions, and engaging address are, not only among 
women, but among men, and even in the course of 
business ; they fascinate the affections, they steal a 
preference, they play about the heart till they engage 
it. I know a man, and so do you, who, without a 
grain of merit, knowledge, or talents, has raised 
himself millions of degrees above his level, singly by 
a good air, and engaging manners; insomuch that 
the very prince who raised him so high, calls him, 
mon aimahle vaurim* : but of this do not open your 
lips, pour cause. I give you this secret, as the strong- 
est proof imaginable, of the efficacy of air, address, 
tournure, et torn ces petits rims. 

Your other puff' and panegyrist, Mr. Harte, is 
gone to Windsor, in his way to Cornwall, in order 
to be back soon enough to meet you here ; I really 
believe he is us impatient for that moment as I am, 
et c*est tout dire: but, however, notwithstanding my 
impatience, if, by chance, you should then be in a 
situation, that leaving Paris would cost your heart 
too many pangs, I allow you to put off your journey, 
and to tell me, as Festus did Paul, at a more oonve^ 
nient season I will speak to thee. You see by this, 
that I eventually sacrifice my sentiments to yours, 
and this in a very uncommon object of paternal 
complaisance. Provided always, and be it under- 
stood (as they say in Acts of Parliament) that quee te 
cumque dxmat Vmus, non eruhescendis adurit ignihus. 
If your heart will let you come, bring with you only 
your valet de chambre, Christian, and your own 
footman ; not your valet de place, whom you may 
dismiss for the time, as also your coach ; but you 
• The Mar6chal De Richelieu. 
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had best keep on your lodgings, the intermediate 
expense of which will be but inconriderable, and 
you will want them to leave your books and bag- 
gage in. Bring only the clothes you travel in, one 
suit of black, for the mourning for the Prince will 
not be quite out by that time, and one suit of your 
fine clothes, two or three of your laced shirts, and 
the rest plain ones ; of other things, as bags, fedthers, 
&c. as you think proper. Bring no books, unless 
two or three for your amusement on the road ; for 
we must apply singly to English, in which you are 
certainly no puiiste, and I will supply you suffi- 
ciently with the proper English autnors. I shall 
probably keep you here till about the middle of Oc- 
tober, and certainly not longer ; it being absolutely 
necessary for you to pass the next winter at Paris ; 
so that should any fine eyes shed tears for your de- 
parture, you may dry them by the promise of your 
return in two months. 

Have you got a master for Geometry ? If the wea- 
ther is very hot, you may leave your riding at the 
manege till you return to Paris, unless you think the 
exercise does you more good than the heat can do 
you harm ; but I desire you will not leave off Mar- 
cel for one moment ; your fencing likewise, if you 
have a mind, may subside for the summer ; but you 
will do well to resume it in the winter, and to be 
adroit at it, but by no means for offence, only for 
defence in case of necessity. Good night. 

Yours. 

P. S. I forgot to give you one commission, when 
you come here ; which is, not to fail bringing the 
graces along with you. 
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LETTER CCXXVII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, June the 13th, O. S. 1751. 
Les bienseances * are a most necessary part of the 
knowledge of the world. They consist in the rela- 
tions of persons, things, time, and place ; good sense 
points them out, good company perfects them (sup- 
posing always an attention and a desire to please), 
tmd good policy recommends them. 

Were you to converse with a King, you ought to 
be as easy and unembarrassed as wim your own 
valet^e-chambre : but vet every look, word, and 
action should imply the utmost respect. What 
would be proper and well bred with others, much 
your superiors, would be absurd and ill bred with 
one so very much so. You must wait till you are 
spoken to ; you must receive, not give, the subject 
of conversation ; and you must even take care that 
the given subject of such conversation do not lead 
you into any impropriety. The art would be to 
carry it, if possible, to some indirect flattery : such 
as commending those virtues in some other person, 
in which that Prince either thinks he does, or at 
least would be thought by others to excel. Almost 
the same precautions are necessary to be used with 
Ministers, Generals, &c. who expect to be treated 
with very near the same respect as their -masters, 
and commonly deserve it better. There is however 
this difference, that one may begin the conversation 
with them, if on their side it should happen to drop, 
provided one does not carry it to any subject, upon 
which it is improper either for them to speak or be 
spoken to. In these two coses, certain attitudes and 

* Tills lungle word implies decorum, good breeding, and 
propriety. 
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actions would be extremely absurd, because too ef^y, 
and consequently disrespectful. As Jpr instance, if 
you were to put your arms across in your bosom, 
twirl your snuffbox, trample with your feet, scratch 
your head, &c. it would be shockingly ill bred in 
that company ; and, indeed, not extremely well bred 
in any other. The great difficulty in those cases, 
though a very surmountable one by attenticm and 
custom, is to join perfect inward ease with perfect 
outward respect. 

In mixed companies with your equals (for in 
mixed companies all people Ore to a certain degree 
equal) greater ease and liberty are allowed ; but they 
too have their bounds within bimseance. There is 
a social respect necessary : you may start your own 
subject of conversation with modesty, taking great 
care, however, *de ne jamais parler de cordes dans la 
maiwn d*un pendu. Your words, gestures, and atti- 
tudes have a greater degree of latitude, though by 
no means an unbounded one. You may have your 
hands in your pockets, take snuff, sit, stand, or oc- 
casionally walk, as you like : but I believe you would 
not think it very bienseant to whistle, put on your hat, 
loosen your garters, or your buckles, lie down upon 
a couch, or go to bed and welter in an easy chair. 
These are negligences and freedoms which one can 
only take when quite alone ; tliey are injurious to 
superiors, shocking and offensive to equ^s, brutal 
and insulting to inferiors. That easiness of carriage 
and behaviour, which is exceedingly engaging, widely 
differs from negligence and inattention, and by no 
means implies that one may do whatever one pleases; 
it only means that one is not to be stiff, formal, em- 
barrassed, disconcerted, and ashamed, like country 
bumpkins, and people who have never been in good 
company ; but it requires great attention to, and a 

* Never to mention a rope in the family of a man who has 
been hanged. 
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scrupulous observation of les biemeances: whatever 
one ought to do is to be done with ease and uncon- 
cern ; whatc^vdr is improper must not be done at all. 
In mixed companies also« different ages and sexes 
are to be differently addressed. Y ou would not talk 
of your pleasures to men of a certain age, gravity, 
and dignity ; they justly expect, from young people, 
a degree of deference and regard. You should be 
full as easy with them as with people of your own 
years : but your manner must be different ; more 
respect must be implied ; and it is not amiss to insi- 
nuate, that from them you expect to learn. It flat- 
ters and comforts age, for not being able to take a 
part in the joy and titter of youth. To women you 
should always address youi-self with great outward 
respect and attention, whatever you feel inwardly ; 
their sex is by long prescription entitled to it ; and 
it is among the duties of bienseance: at the same 
time that respect is very properly, and very agreeably, 
mixed with a degree of enjouement, if’ you have it : 
but then, that badinage must either directly or indi- 
rectly tend to their praise, and even not be liable 
to a malicious construction to their disadvantage. 
But here too, great attention must be had to the 
difference of age, rank, and situation. A Marechale 
of fifty must not be played with like a young co- 

? uette of fifteen ; respect and seriotts enjouement, if 
may couple those two words, must be used with 
the former, and mere badinage, zeste meme d* an peu 
de polmanerie, is pardonable with the latter. 

Another important point of les biemeances, seldom 
enough attended to, is, not to run your own present 
humour and disposition indiscriminately against 
every body : but to observe, conform to, and adopt 
theirs. For example, if you happened to be in high 
good humour, and a flow of spirits, would you go 
and sing a pont neuf*, or cut a caper, to la Marechale 
* Ballad. 
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de Coigny, ihe Pope’s Nuncio, or Abbe Sallier, or 
to any person of natural gravity and melancholy, or 
who at that time should be in grief? • I, .believe not ; 
as, on the other hand, I suppose, that if you were 
in low spirits, or real grief, you would not choose to 
bewail your situation with la petite BloL If you 
cannot command your present humour and dispo- 
sition, single out those to converse with, who happen 
to be in the humour nearest to your own. 

Loud laughter is extremely inconsistent with les 
bienseances, as it is only the illiberal and noisy testi- 
mony of the joy of the mob, at some very silly thing. 
A gentleman is often seen, but very seldom heard, to 
laugh. Nothing is more contrary to les biemeaiuies 
than horse play, or jeux de main of any kind whaU 
ever, and has often very serious, sometimes very 
fatal consequences. Romping, struggling, throwing 
things at one another’s head, are the becoming plea- 
santries of the mob, but degrade a gentleman ; gimco 
di mam, gimco di villatw, is a very true saying, 
among the few true sayings of the Italians. 

Peremptoriness and decision in young people is 
conlraire aux bienseances : they should seem to assert, 
and always use some softening mitigating expres- 
sion ; such as sHl m^est permis de le dire, je croirois 
plutot, si fose m'expliqner, which softens the manner, 
without giving up, or even weakening the thing. 
People of more age and experience expect, and are 
entitled to that decree of deference. 

There is a bienseance also with regard to people oi‘ 
the lowest degree ; a gentleman observes it with his 
footman, even with the beggar in the street. He 
considers them as objects of compassion, not of in- 
sult ; he speaks to neither d*un ton brusque, but cor- 
rects the one coolly, and refuses the other with hu- 
manity. There is no one occasion in the world, in 
which le ton brusque is becoming a gentleman. In 
short, les bienseances are another word for manners. 
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ancUcxtend to every part of life. They are propriety ; 
the Graces should attend in order to complete them : 
the Graces enaW us to do, genteelly and pleasingly, 
what les bienseances require to be done at all. The 
latter are an obligation upon every man ; the former 
are an infinite advantage and ornament to any man. 
you unite both ! 

Though you dance well, do not think that you 
dance well enough, and consequently not endeavour 
to dance still better. And though you should be 
told that you ai'e genteel, still aim at being genteeler. 
If Marcel should, do not you, be satisfied. Go on, 
court the Graces all your lifetime ; you will find no 
better friends at Court: they will speak in your fa- 
vour, to the hearts of Princes, Ministers, and Mis- 
tresses. 

Now that all tumultuous passions and quick sen- 
sations have subsided with me, and that I have no 
tormenting cares nor boisterous pleasures to agitate 
me, my greatest joy is to consider the fair prospect 
you have before you, and to hope and believe you 
will enjoy it. You are already in the world, at an 
age when others have hardly heard of it. Your 
character is hitherto not only unblemished in its 
moral part, but even unsullied by any low, dirty, 
and ungentlemanlike vice; and will, 1 hope, con- 
tinue so. Y our knowledge is sound, extensive, and 
avowed, especially in every thing relative to your 
destination. With such materials to begin, what 
then is wanting? Not fortune, as you have found 
by experience. You have had, and shall have, for- 
tune sufficient to assist your merit and your industry ; 
and, if I can help it, you never shall have enough to 
make you negligent of either. You have, too, mens 
Sana in corpore saiWy the greatest blessing of all. 
All therefore that you want is as much in your power 
to acquire, as to eat your breakfast when set before 
you : it is only that knowledge of the world, that 
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elegancy of manners, that universal politeness, .iincl 
those graces, which keeping good company, and 
seeing variety of places and characters; must inevi- 
tably, with the least attention on your part, give you. 
Your foreign destination leads to the greatest things, 
and your parliamentary situation will facilitate your 
progress; consider then this pleasing prospect as 
attentively for yourself, as I consider it for you. 
Labour on your part to realize it, as I will on mine 
to assist and enable you to do it. Nullum numen 
ahestf si sit prudentia. 

Adieu! my dear child. 1' count the days till I 
liave the pleasure of seeing you : I shall soon count 
the hours, and at last the minutes, with increasing 
impatience. 

P. S. The mohairs are this day gone from hence 
for Calais; recommended to the care of Madame 
Morel, and directed, as desired, to the Comptroller 
General. The three pieces come to six hundred 
and eighty French livres. 


LETTER CCXXVIII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, June tbe 20th, O. S. 1751. 
So very few people, especially young travellers, see 
what they see, or hear what they hear, that though 
I really believe it may be unnecessary with you, yet 
there cun be no harm in reminding you, from time 
to time, to see what you see, and to hear what you 
hear; that is, to see and hear as you should do. 
Frivolous futile people, who make at least three 
parts in four of mankind, only desire to see and 
hear what their frivolous and futile precursors have 
seen and heard ; as St. Peter’s, the Pope, and High 
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Mass, at Rome ; Notre Dame, Versailles, the French 
King, and the french Comedy, in France. A man 
of parts seeil and hears very differently from these 
gentlemen, and a great deal more. He examines 
and informs himself thoroughly of every thing he 
sees or hears ; and, more particularly, as it is rela- 
tive to his own profession or destination. Your 
destination is political ; the object therefbre of your 
inquiries and observations should be the political, 
interior of things: the forms of government, laws, 
regulations, customs, trade, manufactures, 8cc. of 
the several nations of Europe. This knowledge is 
much better acquired by conversation, with sensible 
and well informed people, than by books ; the best 
of which, upon these subjects, are always imperfect. 
For example, there are. Present States of France, as 
tliere are of England ; but they are always defective, 
being published by people uninformed, who only 
copy one another : they are, however, worth looking 
into; because they point out objects for inquiry, 
which otherwise might possibly never have occurred 
to one’s mind: but an hour’s conversation with a 
sensible President, or Conseiller, will let you more 
into the true state of the parliament of Paris, than 
all the books in France. In the same manner, the 
Almanach Militaire is worth your having ; but two 
or three conversations with officers will inform you 
much better of their military regulations. People 
have, commonly, a partiality for their own. profes- 
sions, love to tiuk of them, and are even flattered by 
being consulted upon the subject; when, therefore, 
you are with any of those military gentlemen (and 
you can hardly be in any company without some), 
ask them military questions. Inquire into their 
methods of discipline, quartering, and clothing their 
men; infoim yourself w their pay, their perquisites, 
Uurs mmtres, leurs Hapes, Do the same, as to 
the marine, and make yourself particularly master of 
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that detail; which has, and always will have, a ^reat 
relation to the affairs of England ; 9nd, in propor- 
tion as you get good informations, make minutes of 
them in writing. 

The regulations of trade and commerce in France 
are excellent, as appears but too plainly for us, by 
the great increase of both, within tnese thirty years ; 
for, not to mention their extensive comurarce in 
both the East and West Indies, they have got the 
whole trade of the Levant from us ; and now supply 
all the foreign markets with their sugars, to the 
ruin almost of our sugar colonies, as Jamaica, Bar- 
baidoes, and the Leeward Islands. Get, therefore, 
what informations you can of these matters also. 

Inquire too into their Church matters ; for which 
the present disputes, between the Court and the 
Clergy, give you fair and frequent opportunities. 
Know the particular rights of the Gallican church, 
in opposition to the pretensions of the vSee of Rome. 
I need not recommend ecclesiastical history to you, 
since I hear you study Du Pin very assiduously. 

You cannot imagine how much this solid and 
useful knowledge of other countries will distinguish 
vou in your own (where, to say the truth, it is very 
little known or cultivated), besides the great use it is 
of in all foreign negotiations ; not to mention, that 
it enables a man to shine in all companies. When 
Kings and Princes have any knowleage, it is of this 
sort, and more particularly: therefore it is the usual 
topic of their levee conversations, in which it will 
qualify you to bear a considerable part: it brings 
you more acquainted with them; and they are 
pleased to have people talk to them on a subject in 
which they think to shine. 

There is a sort of chit-chat, or mall talk^ which is 
the general run of conversation at Courts, and in 
most mixed companies. It is a sort of middling 
conversation, neitner silly nor edifying; but, how- 
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evQT, very necessary for you to be master of. It 
turns upon the public events of Europe, and then 
is at its best*; 'Very often upon the number, the good- 
ness, or badness, the discipline, or the clothing of 
the troops of different Princes ; sometimes upon the 
families, the marriages, the relations of princes, and 
considerable people; and, sometimes, sur la home 
chere^t the magnificence of public entertainments, 
balls, masquerades, &c. I would wish you to be 
able to talk upon all these things, better, and with 
more knowledge than other people ; insomuch that, 
upon those occiisions, you should be applied to, and 
that people should say, / dare say Mr, Stanhope can 
tell us. 

Second-rate knowledge, and middling talents, 
carry a man farther at Courts, and in the busy part 
of the world, than superior knowledge and shining 
parts. Tacitus very justly accounts for a man's 
Having always kept in favour, and enjoyed the best 
employments, under the l^rannicol reigns of three 
or four of the very worst Emperors, by saying, that 
it was not propter aliquant eximiam artem, sed quia 
par neyotiis neque supra erat. Discretion is the 
great article ; aU those things are to be learned, and 
only learned by keeping a great deal of the best 
company. Frequent those good houses where you 
have already a footing, and wriggle yourself some- 
how or other into every other. Haunt the Courts 
particularly, in order to get that routine. 

This moment I receive yours of the 18th N. S. 
You will have had some time ago my final answers 
concerning the pictures; and, by my last, an ac- 
count that the mohairs were gone, to Madame Morel 
at Calais, with the proper directions. 

I am sorry that your two sons-in-law, the princes 

B , are such boobies: however, as they have 

the honour of being so nearly related to you, I will 
show them what civilities I can. 

VOL. II. 


o o 
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I confess you have not time for long absences fnom 
Paris at present, because of your various masters, all 
which I would have you apply to closely while you 
are now in that capital ; but when you return thither, 
after the visit you intend me the honour of, I do not 
propose your having any master at all, except Mar- 
cel once or twice a week. And then the Courts 
will, I hope, be no longer strange countries to you ; 
for I would have you run down frequently to Ver- 
sailles and St. Cloud, for three or four days at a time. 
You know the Abbe de la Ville, who will present 
you to others, so that you will soon be faujile with 
the rest of the Court. Court is the soil in which 
you are to grow and flourish ; you ought to be well 
acquainted with the nature of it : like all other soil, 
it is in some places deeper, in others lighter, but 
always capable of great improvement by cultivation 
and experience. 

You say that you want some hints for a letter to 
liady Chestei’field ; more use and knowledge of the 
world will teach you occasionally to write and talk 
genteelly, sur des riens, which I can tell you is a very 
useful part of worldly knowledge; for, in some 
companies, it would be imprudent to talk upon any 
thing else, and with very many people it is impossi- 
ble to talk of any thing else ; they would not under- 
stand you. Adieu ! 


LETTER CCXXIX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, June 84th, O. S. 1751. 
Air, address, manners, and graces are of such infi- 
nite advantage to whoever has them, and so pecu- 
liarly and essentially necessary for you, that now, 
as the time of our meeting dmws near, 1 tremble 
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for'fear I should not find you possessed of them ; 
and, to tell ypu the truth, t doubt you are not yet 
sufficiently ^convinced of their importance. There 

is, for instance, your intimate friend Mr. H , 

who, with great merit, deep knowledge, and a thou- 
sand good qualities, will never make a figure in the 
world while he lives ; Why ? Merely for want of 
those’^extemal and showish accomplishments, which 
he began the world too late to acquire ; and which, 
with his studious and plidosophical turn, I believe 
he thinks are not worth his attention. He may, 
very probably, make a figure in the republic of let- 
ters ; but he had ten thousand times better make a 
figure as a man of the world and of business in the 
republic of the United Provinces ; which, take my 
word for it, he never will. 

As 1 open myself, without the least reserve, when- 
ever I think that my doing so can be of any use to 
you, I will give you a short account of myself when 
I first came into the world, which was at the age 
you are of now, so that (by the way) you have got 
the start of me in that important article by two or 
three years at least. At nineteen, I left the univer- 
sity of Cambridge, where I was an absolute pedant : 
when I talked my best, I quoted Horace ; when I 
aimed at being facetious, I quoted Martial; and 
when I had a mind to be a fine gentleman, I talked 
Ovid. I was convinced that none but the ancients 
had common sense ; that the Classics contained every 
thing that was either necessary, useful, or ornamen- 
tal to men; and I was not without thoughts of 
wearing the toga tirilis of the Romans, instead of 
the vulgar and illiberal dress of the modems. With 
these excellent notions, I went first to the Hague, 
where, by the help of several letters of recommen- 
dation, I was soon introduced into all the best com- 
pany ; and where I very soon discovered, that I was 
totally mistaken in almost every one notion I hod 
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entertained. Fortunately, I had a strong- desire* to 
please (the mixed result of good nature and a vanity 
by no means blamable) and was sen^ble, that I 
had nothing but the desire. I therefore resolved, if 
possible, to acquire the means too. I studied atten- 
tively and minutely the dress, the air, the manner, 
the address, and the turn of conversation of all those 
whom 1 found to be the people in fashion, and* most 
generally allowed to jjlease. 1 imitated them as well 
as I could : if I heard that one man was reckoned 
remarkably genteel, I carefully, watched his dress, 
motions, mid attitudes, and formed my own upon 
them. When I heard of another, whose conversa- 
tion was agreeable and engaging, I listened and at- 
tended to tne turn of it. I addressed myself, though 
de trh-mauvais6 graces to all the most fashionable 
tine ladies; confessed, and laughed with them at 
my own awkwardness and rawness, recommending 
myself as an object for them to try their skill in 
forming. By these means, and with a passionate 
desire of pleasing every body, I came by degrees to 
please some ; and, I can assure you, that w'hat little 
figure I have made in the world, has been much 
more owing to that passionate desire I had of pleas- 
ing universally than to any intrinsic merit or sound 
knowledge I might ever have been master of. My 
passion for pleasing wa.s so strong (and I am very 
glad it was so) that I own to you fairly, I wished to 
make every woman I saw in love with me, and every 
man I met with admire me. Without this passion 
for the object, 1 should never have been so attentive 
to the means ; and I own I cannot conceive how it 
is possible for any man of good nature and good 
sense to be without this passion. Does not good 
nature incline us to please all those we converse 
with, of whatever rank or station they may be? 
And does not good sense and common observation 
show of what infinite use it i.s to please ? Oh ! but 
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o^e may please by the good qualities of the heart, 
and the knowledge of the head, without that fashion- 
able air, ai^ciVess, and manner, which is mere tinsel. 
I deny it. A man may be esteemed and respected, 
but T defy him to please without them. Moreover, 
at your age, I would not have contented myself with 
barely pleasing; I wanted to shine, and to distin- 
guish myseli' in the world as a man of fashion and 
gidlantry, us well as business. And that ambition 
or vanity, call it what you please, was a right one; it 
hurt nobody, and made me exert whatever talents I 
had. 'It is the spring of a thousand right and good 
things. 

T was talking you over the other day with one 
very much your friend, and who had often been 
with you. both at Paris and in Italy. Among tlie 
innumerable questions, which you may be sure 1 
asked him concerning you, I happened to mention 
your dress (for, to say the truth, it was the only thing 
of whicii I thought him a competent judge), upon 
wliich he said, that you dressed tolerably well at 
Pari.s ; but that in Italy you dressed so ill, that he 
used to joke with you upon it, and even to tear your 
clothes. Now, I must tell you, that at your age it 
is as ridiculous not to be very well dressed, as at my 
age it would be if I were to wear a white feather 
and red heeled shoes. Dress is one of the various 
ingredients that contribute to the art of pleasing ; it 
pleases the eyes at least, and more especially of 
women. Address yourself to the senses, if you 
would please ; dazzle the eyes, sooth and flatter the 
ears of mankind ; engage their heart, and let their 
reason do its worst against you. Suaviter in mode is 
the great secret. Whenever you find yourself en- 
gaged insensibly in favour of any body, of no supe- 
rior merit nor distinguished talents, examine, and 
see what it is that has made those impressions upon 
you : you will find it to be that doiuseuff tliat gentle- 

G G 2 
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ness of munners, that air and address, which I iiai/e 
so oi’len recommended to you; and from thence 
draw this obvious conclusion, that what pleases you 
in them will please others in you ; for we are all 
made of the same clay, though some of the lumps 
are a little finer, and some a little coarser ; but, in 
general, tbe surest way to judge of others is to exa- 
mine and analyse one’s self thoroughly. Wh^ we 
meet I will assist you in that analysis, in which every 
man wants some assistance against his own self-love. 

Adieu. 


LETTER CCXXX. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich. June the 30th, O. S. 1761. 
Pray give the enclosed to our friend the Abbe ; it 
is to congratulate him upon his canonical, which I 
am really very glad of, and I hope it will fatten him 
up to Boileau’s Chanoine ; at present he is as meagre 
as an Apostle or a Prophet. By the way, has he 
ever introduced you to la Duchesse d’Aiguillon? 
1 f he has not, make him present you ; and if he has, 
frequent her, and make her many compliments from 
me. She has uncommon sense and knowledge for 
a woman, and her house is the resort of one set of 
les beaux esprils. It is a satisfaction and a sort of 
credit to be acquainted with those gentlemen ; and 
it puts a young fellow in fashion. propos des 
beaux esprils; have you les enlree^ at Lady Sand- 
wich’s ; who, old as she was, when I saw her last, 
had the strongest parts of any woman I ever knew in 
my life? If you are not acquainted with her, either 
the Dutchess d’Aiguillon or l^ady Hervey can, and 
I dare say will, introduce you. I can assure you, it 
is very well worth your while, both upon her own 
account, and for the sake of the people of wit and 
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letMTiin^ who frequent her. In such companies there 
is always sonjethin^ to he learned, as well as man- 
ners : the conversation turns upon somethin;/^ above 
trifles: some point of literature, criticism, history, 
&c. is discussed with ingenuity and good manners, 
for I must do the French people of learning justice; 
they are not bears, as most of ours are ; they are 
gentlemen. 

Our Abbe writes me word that you were gone to 
Compiegne ; I am very glad of it ; other Courts 
must form you for your own. He tells me too, that 
you have left off riding at the mamge; I have no 
objection to that, it takes up a great deal of the 
morning ; and if you have got a genteel and firm 
seat on horseback, it is enough for you, now that tilts 
and tournaments arc laid aside. I suppose you have 
hunted at Compiegne. The king’s hunting there, 
I am told, is a fine sight. The French manner of 
hunting is gentlemanlike; ours is only for bump- 
kins and boobies. The poor beasts here are pur- 
sued and run down by much greater beasts than 
themselves ; and the true British fox-hunter is most 
undoubtedly a species appropriated and peculiar to 
this country, which no other part of the globe pro- 
duces. 

I hope you apply the time you have saved from 
the riding-house to useful, more than to learned 
purposes; for I can assure you they are very dif- 
ferent things. I would have you allow .but one 
hour a day for Greek ; and that more to ke^ what 
you have than to increase it: by Greek, J mean 
useful (xreek books, such as Demosthenes, Thucy- 
dides, &c. and not the poets, with whom you are 
already enough acquainted. Your Latin will take 
care of itself. Whatever more time you have for 
reading, pray bestow it upon those books which are 
immediately relative to your destination, such as 
modem history, in the modem languages ; memoirs, 
anecdotes, letters, negotiations, &c. Collect also, if 
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you can, authentically, the present state of jUl,tlie 
courts and countries in Europe, the characters of the 
Kings and Princes, their wives, their Sn#nisters, and 
their w — s ; their several views, connexions, and in- 
terests; the state of their finances, their military force, 
their trade, manufactures, and commerce. Tliat is the 
useful, the necessary knowledge for you, and indeed 
for every gentleman. But with all this, remtimber 
that living books are much better than dead ones ; 
and throw away no time (for it is thrown away) with 
the latter, which you can employ well with the for- 
mer ; for books must now be only your amusement, 
but by no means your business. I had much rather 
that you were passionately in love with some deter- 
mined coquette of condition (who would lead you a 
dance, fasdiion, supple, and polish you) than that 
you knew all Plato and Aristotle by heart : an hour 
at Versailles, Compiegne, or St. Cloud, is now worth 
more to you than three hours in your closet, with 
the best books that ever were written. 

I hear the dispute between the Court and the 
Clergy is made up amicably ; both parties have 
yielded something ; the King being afraid of losing 
more of his soul, and the Clergy more of their re- 
venue. Those gentlemen are very skilful in making 
the most of the vices and the weaknesses of the laity. 
I hope you have read and infoimed yourself fully of 
every thing relative to that affair ; it is a very im- 
portant question, in which the priesthood of every 
country in Europe is highly concerned. If you 
would be thoroughly convinced that their tithes are 
of divine institution, and their property the property 
of God himself, not to be touclied by any power on 
eardi, read Fra-Paolo de beneficiis, an excellent and 
short book; for which, and some other treatises 
against the Court of Rome, he was stilettoed ; which 
made him say afterwards, upon seeing an anony- 
mous book written against nim, by order of the 
Po|)e, Cotiosco bene lo stile Romano. 
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Tlie Pai'liament of Paris, and the Stales of Lan- 
guedoc, will. I believe, hardly scramble oif ; having 
only reason and justice, but no terrors on their side. 
Those are political and constitutional questions, that 
well deserve your attention and inquiries, I hope 
you are thoroughly master of them. It is also worth 
your while to collect and keej) all the pieces written 
upon those subjects. 

I hope you have been thanked by your ladies, at 
least, if not paid in money, for the mohairs, which I 
sent by a courier to Paris some time ago, instead of 
sending them to Madame Morel at Calais, as I told 
you I should. Do they like them; and do they 
like you the better for getting them? La petite Blot 
devroit au moins payer de sa personne. As for Ma. 
dame de Polignac, I believe you will very willingly 
hold her excused from personal payment. 

Before you return to England, pray go again to 
Orli, for two or three days, and also to St. Cloud, in 
order to secure a good reception there at your re- 
turn. Ask the Marquis de Matignon too, if he has 
any orders for you in England, or any letters or 
packets for Lord Bolingbroke. Adieu! Go on 
and prosper. 


LETTER CCXXXT. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, July the Blh, O.S. 1751. 
The last mail brought me your letter of the 3d July, 
N. S. I am glad that you are so well with Colonel 
Yorke, as to be let into secret correspondences. 
Lord Albemarle’s reserve to you is, 1 believe, more 
owing to his secretary than to himself, for you seem 
to be much in favour with him ; and possibly too, 
?ie has 710 very secret letters to communicate. How- 
ever, take care not to discover the least dissatisfac- 
tion upon this score : make the proper acknowledg- 
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merits to Colonel Yorke, for what he does show ^ou ; 
but let neither Lord Albemarle nor kis people per- 
ceive the least coldness on your part, i/pon account 
of what they do not show you. It is very often 
necessary, not to manifest all one feels. Make your 
court to, and connect youi’self as much as possible 
with Colonel Yorke, he may be of jjreat use to you 
hereafter ; and when you take leave, not onlj^ ofler 
to bring over any letters or packets, by way of secu- 
rity ; but even ask, as a favour, to be the carrier of 
a letter from him to his father the Chancellor. A 
propos oi’ your coming here ; I confess that I am 
weekly impatient for it, and think a few days worth 
getting; I would therefore, instead of the 25th of 
next month, N. S. which was the day that some time 
ago I appointed for your leaving Paris, have you set 
out on Friday the 20th August, N. S. ; in conse- 
quence of which you will be at Calais some time on 
the Sunday following, and probably at Dover within 
four-and-twenty hours afterwards. If you land in 
the morning, you may in a postchaisc get to Sitting, 
borne that day ; if you come on shore in the even- 
ing, you can only get to Canterbuiy, where you will 
be better lodged than at Dover. I will not have you 
travel in the night, nor fatigue and overheat your- 
self, by running on fourscore miles the moment you 
land. You will come straight to Blackheath, where 
I shall be ready to meet you, and which is directly 
upon the Dover road to London ; and we will go to 
town together, after you have rested yourself a day 
or two here. All the other directions, which I gave 
you in my former letter, hold still the same. But, 
notwithstanding this regulation, should you have 
any particular reasons for leaving Paris two or three 
days sooner, or later, than the above mentioned, 
mus ctes le maitre. Make all your arrangemem at 
Paris for about a six weeks stay in England, at 
farthest. 

I had a letter the other day from Lord Hunting- 
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doH, of which one half at least was your panegyric : 
it was extremely welcome to me from so good a 
hand. Cultivate that friendship: it will do you 
honour, and give you strength. Connexions, in our 
mixed parliamentary government, are of great use. 

I send you here enclosed the particular price of 
each of the mohairs ; but I do not suppose that you 
will receive a shilling for any one of them. How- 
ever, if any of your ladies should take an odd fancy 
to pay, the shortest way, in the course of business, 
is for you to keep the money, and to take so much 
less from Sir .lohn liambert, in your next draught 
upon him. 

I am very sorry to hear that Lady Hervey is ill. 
Paris does not seem to agree with her ; she used to 
have great health here. A propoa of her; remem- 
ber, wlien you are with me, not to mention her but 
when you and I are quite alone, for reasons which I 
will tell you when we meet : but this is only between 
you and me ; and I desire that you will not so much 
as hint it to her, or any body else. 

If old Kurzay goes to the Valley of Jehosaphat, 
i cannot help it; it will be an ease to our friend 
Madame Monconseil, who I believe maintains her, 
and a little will not satisfy her in any way. 

Remember to bring your mother some little pre^ 
sents; they need not be of value, but only marks 
of your afection and duty for one who has always 
been tenderly fond of you. You may bring .Lady 
Chesterfield a little Martin snuffbox, of about five 
louis : and you need bring over no other presents ; 
you and I not wanting les petits prhens pour entretmir 
Vamitie. 

Since I wrote what goes before, I have talked you 
over minutely with liord Albemarle; who told me, 
that he could very sincerely commend you upon 
every article but one ; but upon that one you were 
often joked, both by him and others. I desired to 
know what that was ; he laughed, and told me it was 
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tlie article of dress, in which you were exceedingly 
negligent. Though he laughed, I can assure you 
that it is no laughing matter for you', |pd you will 
possibly be surprised when I assert (but, upon my 
word, it is literally true), that to be very well dressed 
is of much more importance to you than all the 
Greek you know will be of these tnirty years. Re- 
membeV, the world is now j^our only business ; and 
you must adopt its customs and manners, be they 
silly or be they not. To neglect your dress is an 
affront to all the women you keep company with ; 
as it implies, that you do not think them worth that 
attention which every body else doth; they mind 
dress, and you will never please them if you neglect 
yours; and if you do not please the women, you 
will not please half the men you otherwise might. 
It is the women who put a young fellow in fashion, 
even with the men. A young fellow ought to have 
a certain fund oil* coauetry, which should make him 
try all the means of pleasing, as much as any co- 
Quette in Europe can do. Old as I am, and little 
thinking of women, God knows, I am veiy far from 
being negligent of my dress ; and why ? From con- 
formity to custom ; and out of decency to men, who 
expect that degree of complaisance. 1 do not, in- 
deed, wear feathers and red heels, which would ill 
suit my age; but I take care to have my clothes 
well made, my wig well combed and powdered, my 
linen and person extremely clean. I even allow my 
footmen forty shillings a year extraordinary, that 
they may be spruce and neat. Your figure espe- 
cially, which from its stature cannot be very miyW 
tic and interesting, should be the more attended to 
in point of dress : as it cannot be imposante, it should 
be gentillet aimable, bien mise. It will not admit of 
negligence and carelessness. 

I believe Mr. Hayes thinks you have slighted him 
a little of late, since you have got into so much other 
company. I do not, by any means, blame you for 
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11(^1 frequenting his house so much as you did at first, 
before you had got into so many other houses, more 
entertaining «Vnd more instructing than his : on the 
contrary, you do very well ; however, as he was ex- 
tremely civil to you, take care to be so to him, and 
make up in manner, what you omit in matter. See 
him, dine with him before you come away, and ask 
his commands for England. 

Your triangular seal is done, and I have given it 
to an English gentleman, who sets out in a week for 
Paris, and who will deliver it to Sir John liambert 
for you. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without retuniing 
again to the showish, the ornamental, the shining 
parts of your character ; which if you neglect, upon 
my word, you will render the solid ones absolutely 
useless : nay, such is the present turn of the world, 
that some valuable qualities ai‘e even ridiculous, if 
not accompanied by the genteeler accomplishments. 
Plainness, simplicity, and Quakerism, eitner in dress 
or manners, will by no means do ; they must both be 
laced and embroidered : speaking, or writing sense, 
without elegancy and turn, will be very little per- 
suasive ; and the best figure in the world, without air 
and address, will be very ineffectual. Some pedants 
may have told you, that sound sense, and learning, 
stand in need of no ornaments ; and, to support that 
assertion, elegantly quote the vulgar proverb, that 
yood voine needs no bush ; but, surely the little expe- 
rience you have already had of the world must have 
convinced, you, that the contrary of that assertion is 
true. All those accomplishments are now in your 
power ; think of them, and of them only. I hope 
you frequent La Foire St. Laurent, which I see is 
now open : you will improve more, by going there 
with your mistress, than, by staying at home, and 
reading Euclid with your geometry master. Adieu. 
Divertissez vous, il n^y a Hen de tel. 

VOL. II. H H 



350 


LORD chesterfield’s 


LETTER CCXXXII/ r 

MY DEAR FRIEND, Greenwich, July the 15th, O. S. 1751. 
As this is the last, or the last letter but one, that I 
think I shall write before I have the pleasure of see- 
ing^ you here, it may not be amiss to prepare you a 
little for our inten’iew, and for the time we shall pass 
together. Before Kings and Princes meet. Ministers 
on each side adjust the important points of prece- 
dence, arm chairs, right band and left, &c. so that 
they know previously what they are to expect, what 
tliey have to trust to : and it is right they should ; 
for they commonly envy or hate, but most certainly 
distrust each other. We shall meet upon very 
diderent terms; we want no such preliminaries; 
you know my tenderness, I know your affection. 
My only object, therefore, is to make your short stay 
with me as useful as I can to you ; and yours, I hope, 
is to cooperate with me. Whether, by making it 
wholesome, I shall make it pleasant to you, I am 
not sure. Emetics and cathartics I shall not admini- 
ster, because I am sure you do not want them ; but 
for alteratives you must expect a great many ; and I 
can tell you, tliat I have a number of nostrums, which 
I shall communicate to nobody but yourself. To 
s[)eak without a metaphor, I shall endeavour to assist 
your youth with all the experience that I have pur- 
chased, at the price of seven-and-dfly years. In 
order to this, frequent reproofs, corrections, and 
admonitions will be necessary ; but then, I promise 
you, that they shall be in a gentle, friendly, and 
secret manner ; they shall not put you out of counte- 
nance in company, nor out of humour when we are 
alone. 1 do not expect, that, at nineteen, you should 
have that knowledge of the world, those manners, 
that dexterity, which few people have at nine-and- 
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twenty. But I will endeavour to give them you ; 
and I am su|e you will endeavour to Icam them, as 
far as you^ youth, my experience, and the time we 
shall pass together will allow. You may have many 
inaccuracies (and to be sure you have, lor who has 
not at your age), which few people will tell you of, 
and some nobody can tell you of hut myself. Y ou 
may^possibly have others too, which eyes less inte- 
rested, and less vigilant than mine, do not discover : 
all those you shall hear of, from one, whose tender- 
ness for you will excite his curiosity, and sharpen his 
penetration. The smallest inattention, or error in 
manners, the minutest inelegance of diction, the least 
awkwardness in your dress and carriage, will not 
escape my observation, nor pass without amicable 
correction. Two the most intimate friends in the 
world can freely tell each other their faults, and 
even their crimes; but cannot possibly tell each 
other of certain litde weaknesses, awkwardnesses, and 
blindnesses of self-love ; to authorize that unreserved 
freedom, the relation between us is absolutely neces- 
sary. For example, I had a very worthy friend, with 
whom I was intimate enough to tell him his faults ; 
he had but few ; 1 told him of them, he took it 
kindly of me, and corrected them. But then, he 
had some weaknesses that I could never tell him of 
directly, and which he was so little sensible of him- 
self, that hints of them were lost upon him. He had 
a scrag neck, of about a yard long ; notwithstanding 
which, bags being in fashion, truly he would wear 
one to his wig, and did so ; but never behind him, 
for, upon every motion of his head, his bag came 
forwards over one shoulder or the other. He took it 
into his head too, that he must, occasionally, dance 
minuets, because other people did ; and he did so, 
not only extremely ill, but so awkward, so disjointed, 
so slim, so meagre, was his figure, that, had he danced 
as well as ever Marcel did, it would have been ridi- 
culous in him to have danced at all. I hinted these 
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things to him us plainly as iriendshin would allow, 
and tf) no purpose ; but to have told him the whole, 
so as to cure him, I must have been his latlier, which, 
thunk Go<l, I am not. As lathers commonly go, it 
is seldom a misfortune to be fatherless; and, consi- 
dering the general run of sons,as seldom a misfortune 
to be childless. You and 1 form, I believe, an ex- 
ception to that rule ; for, 1 am persuaded, thr.t ve 
would neither of us change our relatiort, were it in 
our power. You will, I both hope and believe, b0 
not only the comfort, but tlie pride of my age ; and, ' 
1 am sure, I will be the support, the friend, Uie guide 
of your youth. Trust me without reserve; f will 
advise you without private interest, or secret envy, ‘ 
Mr. Hiute will do so too; but stiU there may be 
some little things proper for you to know, and neces- 
sary for you to correct, which even his friendship 
would not let him tell you of so freely as 1 should ; 
and some of which he may possibly not be so good 
a judge of as I am, not having lived so much in the 
great world. 

One princi|)al topic of our conversation will be,- 
not only the purity, but the elegancy of the English 
language; in both which you are very dehdeii^^^ 
vVnother will be the constitution of this couni^^ 
which, I believe, you know less of, than of 
other countries in hlurope. Manners, att^tioU|^ oU^ 
address, will also be the frequent subjects of barley 
tures ; and whatever I know, of that important 
necessary art, the art of pleasing, I will unresei^lfd^Q^' 
<;ommunicute to you. Dress too (which, as 
are, I can logically prove, requires some attention) 
will not always escape our notice. Thus, my lec- 
tures will be more various, and in some respects 
more useful, than Professor Mascow’s ; and there- 
fore, 1 can tell you, that I expect to be paid for 
them : but, as possibly you would not care to part 
with your ready money, and as I do not think that it 
would be quite handsome in me to accept it, I will 



u:ttkrs to his son. 353 

compound for the payment, and take it in attention 
and practice^ 

Pray remember to part with all your friends, ac- 
quaintances, and mistresses, if you have any at 
Paris, in such a manner, as may make them not 
only willin«;, hut impatient to see you there ujijain. 
Assure them of your desire of returiiinfjf to them ; 
imd' do it in a manner, that they may think you 
in eamest, that is, avec metion et une capece d'aiten- 
drUsement All people say pretty near the same 
things, upon those occasions, it is tlie manner only 
that makes the difterence; and that difference is 
{great. Avoid however, as much as you can, cluirging 
ywtsdf with commissions, in your return from hence 
to Paris : I know, by experience, that they are ex- 
ceedingly troublesome, commonly expensive, and 
veiy sddom satishictory at last to the persons who 
give them: some you cannot refuse, to peojde to 
whom you are obliged, and would oblige in your 
turn; but as to common fiddle-faddle commissions, 
you may excuse youi’self from them with trutli, by 
Baying that you are to return to Paris through Flan- 
dWf and see all those great towns, which I intend 
ryoix shall do, and stay a week or ten days at Brussels. 
Adieu ! A good journey to you, if this is my last ; 

kot, 1 can repeat again what J sliall wish oon- 
;Wntly. 


^ LKTTER CCXXXITT. 

MY DKAR FIIIKM), London, Dec. the l‘Jth. O. S. irAI. 
You are now entered upon a scene of business, 
where I hope you will one day make a figure, list! 
does a great deal, but care and attention must be 
joined to it. The first thing necessary in writing 
H H 2 
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letters of business, is extreme clearness and persjifi- 
cuity; every paraj^raph should be sp clear, and 
unambig^uous, that the dullest fellow in' the world 
may not be able to mistake it, nor obliged to read 
it twice in order to understand it. This necessary 
clearness implies a correctness, without excluding^ 
an elegancy of style. Tropes, figures, antitheses, 
epigrams, &c. would be as misplaced, and as inSper. 
tinent, in lettei*8 of business, as they are sometimes 
(if judiciously used) proper and pleasing in familiar 
lettere, upon common and trite subjects. In busi- 
ness, im elegant simplicity, the" result of care not of 
labour, is required. Business must be well, not 
aflectedly dressed; but by no means negligently. 
Let your first attention be to clearness, and read 
every paragraph after you have written it, in the 
critical view of discovering whether it is possible that 
any one man can mistake the true sense of it ; and 
correct it accordingly. 

Our pronouns and relatives often create obscurity 
or ambiguity ; be therefore exceedingly attentive to 
them, and take care to mark out with precision their 
particular relations. For example: Mr. Johnson 
acquainted me, that he had seen Mr. Smith, who 
had promised him to speak to Mr. Clarke, to return 
him (Mr. Johnson) those papers, which he (Mr. 
Smith) had left some time ago with him (Mr. Clarke) : 
it is better to repeat a name, though unnecessarily, 
ten times, than to have the person mistaken once. 
Who, you know, is singly rdative to persons, and 
cannot be applied to things; which, and that, are 
chiefly relative to things, but not absolutely exclusive 
of persons ; for one may say, the man that robbed 
or killed such-a-one ; but it is much better to say, 
the man who robbed or killed. One never says, the 
man or the woman which. Which and that, though 
chiefly relative to things, cannot be always used in- 
differently as to things ; and the ivtjiovta must some- 
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tilhes determine their place. For instance, The 
letter which 1, received from you, tifhich you referred 
to in your* last, which came by Lord Albemarle’s 
messenjjer, and i^hirh I showed to such-a-one; I 
would change it thus — ^^riie letter //lai 1 received from 
you, which you referred to in your last, that came 
by liord Albemarle’s messenger, and which I showed 
to su&h a one. 

Business does not exclude (as possibly you wish 
it did) the usual terms of politeness and good breed- 
ing; but, on the contrary, strictly requires them: 
such as, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship; 
Permit me to assure you : If ! may be allowed to give 
my opiniony ^c. For the Minister abroad, who writes 
to the Minister at home, writes to his superior; 
possibly to his patron, or at least to one who he 
desires should be so. 

Letters of business will not only admit of, but 
be the better for certain graces : but then they must 
be scattered with a spating and a skilful hand ; they 
must fit their place exactly. They must decently 
adorn without incumbering, and modestly shine 
without glaring. But as this is the utmost degree 
of perfection in letters of business, I would not 
advise you to attempt those embellishments, tiU you 
have first laid your Ibundation well. 

Cardinal d’Ossat’s letters, are the true letters of 
business ; those of Monsieur d’ Avaux are excellent ; 
Sir William Temple’s are very pleasing, but, I fear, 
too affected. Carefully avoid all Greek or Latin 
quotations ; and bring no precedents from the vir- 
tuous SpartanSy the polite AthenianSy and the brave 
Romans. Leave all that to futile pedants. No 
flourishes, no declamation. But (I repeat it again) 
there is an elegant simplicity and dignity of style 
absolutely necessary for good letters of business; 
attend to that carefully. Jjet your periods be har- 
monious, without seeming to be laboured ; and let 
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them not be too lon«r, Ibr that always occasion^ a 
degree of obseurily. I should not mjmtion correct 
orthogra])hy, but that you very often ‘*uil in that 
particular, whicb will bring ridicule upon you ; for 
no man is allowed to spell ill- I wish too that your 
handwriting were mucn better : and T cannot con- 
ceive why it is not, since every man may certainly 
write whatever Viand he pleases. Neatness iilr fold- 
ing up, sealing, and directing your packets, is by 
no means to be neglected : though, I dare say, you 
think it is. But there is something in the exterior, 
even of a packet, that may ])Iease or displease ; and 
consequently worth some attention. 

You say that your time is very well employed, 
and so it is, though as yet only in the outlines, and 
first routine of business. They are previously neces- 
sary to be known ; they smooth the way for parts 
and dexterity. Business requires no eon juration nor 
supernatural talents, as people unacquainted with 
it are apt to think. Method, diligence, and dis- 
cretion will carry a man, of good strong common 
sense, much higher than the finest parts, without 
them, cun do. Par negotiis, ncque supra, is the true 
character of a man of business : but then it implies 
ready attention, and no absences ; and a flexibility 
and versatility of attention from one object to ano- 
ther, without being engimsed by any one. 

Be upon your guard against tlie pedantiy and 
affectation of business, which young people are apt 
to fall into from the pride of being concerned in 
it young. They look thoughtful, complain of the 
weight of biLsiness, throw out mysterious hints, and 
seem big with secrets which they do not know. Do 
you, on the contrary, never talk of business, but to 
those with whom you are to transact it ; and learn 
to seem vacuus, and idle, when you have the most 
business. Of all things, the volto scioUo, and the 
pensieri streiti, are necesstuy. Adieu. 
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I 1^.ETTER CCXXXIV. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Dec. the 30th, O. S. 1751. 
The Parliaments are the courts of justice of France, 
and are what our courts of justice in Westminster 
Hall. are here. They used anciently to follow the 
Court, and administer justice in the presence of the 
King. Philip le Bel first fixed it at Paris, by an 
edict of 1302. It consisted then of but one chavihre, 
which was called La Ckambre dea PrelatSy most of the 
members being ecclesiastics; but the multiplicity 
of business made it by degrees necessary to create 
several other chambres: it consists now of seven 
chambres. 

Im Grand Chambret which is the highest court of 
justice, and to which appeals lie from the others. 

Les cinq Chambres des EnquUes, which are like our 
Common Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. 

La Tournelle, which is the Court for criminal jus- 
tice, and answers to our Old Bailey and King^s 
Bench. 

There are in all twelve Parliaments in France ; — 
1. Paris. 2. Toulouse. 3. Grenoble. 4. Bour- 
deaux. 5. Dijon. (>. Rouen. 7. Aix en Provence. 
8. Rennes en Bretagne. 9. Pau en Navarre. 10. 
Metz. 11. Dole en Fninche Comte. 12. Douay. 

There are three Conseiis souveraiyis, which may 
almost be called Parliaments; they are those of 
Perpignan, Arras, Alsace. 

For further particulars of the French Parliaments, 
read Bernard de la Rochefavm des Parlemens de 
France, and other authors, who have treated that 
subject constitutionally. But what will be still 
better, converse upon it with people of sense and 
knowledge, who will inform you of the particular 
objects of the several chambres, and the businesses of 
the respective members, as, les Prmdetis, les Presidens 
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d Mortier (these lust so called from their black velvet 
caps laced with gold), lea Maitrcs dest RcqmteSy les 
Cre/jfiers, le Proeurfiur General, les Avocah Generauj.', 
les Conseillers, ^c. The great point in clispute is, 
concerning the powers of the Parliament of Paris, in 
matters of stale, and relatively to the Crown. They 
pretend to the powers of the States (ieneral of l^'rance, 
when they used to he assembled (which, I think) they 
have not been since the reign of Lewis the Xllllh, 
in the year 1(115). The crown denies those preten. 
sions, and considers them only as courts of justice. 
Mezeray seems to be on the side of the Parliament in 
this cjuestion, which is very well wortli your inquiry. 
But, be that as it will, the Parliament of Paris is 
certainly a very respectable body, and much regarded 
by the whole kingdom. The edicts of the Crown, 
especially those for levying money on the subjects, 
ought to be registered in Parliament ; I do not say 
to have their effect, for the Crown would take good 
care of that ; but to have a decent appearance, and 
to procure u willing acquiescence in the nation. 
And the Crown itscli*, absolute as it is, does not love 
that strong opposition, and those adminible remon- 
strances, which it sometimes meets with from the 
Parliaments. Many of those detached pieces are 
very well worth your collecting ; and I remember, a 
year or two ago, a remonstrance of the Parliament of 
Douay, upon the subject, as I think, of the vinqlieme, 
which was, in my mind, one of the finest and most 
moving compositions 1 ever read. They owned 
themselves, indeed, to be slaves, and showed their 
chains ; but humbly begged of his Majesty to make 
them a little lighter and less galling. 

I’lie Slates of France were general assemblies of 
the three states or orders of the kingdom ; the Clergy, 
the Nobility, and the Tiers Elat, that is, the people. 
They used to be called togetlier by the King, upon 
the most important affaii*s of state, like our Lords 
and Commons in parliament, and our Clergy in 
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convocation. Our Parliament is our Stales, and the 
French Parliaments are only their courts of justice. 
3'he nobility ^jonsisted of all those of noble extrac- 
tion, whether belon^ing^ to the svwrif, or to the robe ; 
excepting: such as were chosen (which sometimes 
happened) by the tiers etat, JLs their deputies to the 
States Gencnd. The tiers Hat was exactly our 
House of Commons, tliat is, the people represented, 
by deputies of their own choosing. Those who had 
the most considerable places, dans la robe, assisted 
at those assemblies, as commissioners on the part 
of the Crown. The States met, for the first time 
that I can find (I mean by the name of les etats), in 
the reign of Pliaramond, 424, when they confirmed 
the Salic law. From that time they have been very 
frequently assembhxl, sometimes upon important 
occasions, as making war and peace, reforming 
abuses, &c. ; at other times, upon seemingly trifling 
ones, as coronations, marriages, &c. Francis the 
First assembled them, in 1526, to declare null and 
void his famous treaty of Madrid, signed and sworn 
to by him, during his captivity there. They grew 
troublesome to the Kings and to their Ministers, and 
were but seldom called, after the power of the Crown 
grew strong; and they have never been heard of 
since the year 1615. Kichelieu came and shackled 
the nation, and Mazarin and Lewis the XIVth 
riveted the shackles. 

There still subsist in some provinces in France, 
which are called fays d^etats, an humble local imita- 
tion, or rather mimicry, of the great etats, as in 
Tdinyuedoc, Bretagne, ^c. 7’hey meet, they speak, 
they grumble, and finally submit to whatever the 
King orders. 

Independently of the intrinsic utility of this kind 
of knowledge to every man of business, it is a shame 
for any man to be ignorant of it, especially relatively 
to any country he has been long in. Adieu. 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, London. Jan. the Sd, O. S. 17.52. 
Laziness of mind, or inattention, are as great ene- 
mies to knowledge, as incapacity ; for, in truth, what 
difference is there between a man who will not, and 
a man who cannot be informed P This diffelrence 
only, that the former is justly to be blamed, and the 
latter to be pitied. And yet how many are there, 
very capable of receiving knowledge, who from lazi- 
ness, inattention, and incuriousness, will not so 
much as ask for it, much less take the least pains to 
ac^ire it. 

Our young English travellers generally distinguish 
themselves by a voluntary privation of all that useful 
knowledge for which they are sent abroad ; and yet, 
at that age, the most useful knowledge is the most 
easy to be acquired; conversation being the book, 
and the best book, in which it is contained. The 
drudgery of dry grammatical learning is over, and 
the fruits of it are mixed with and adorned by the 
flowers of conversation. How many of our young 
men have been a year at Rome, and as long at Paris, 
without knowing the meaning and institution of the 
Conclave in the former, and of the Parliament in 
the latter? and this merely for want of asking the 
first people they met with in those several places, 
who could at least have given them some general 
notions of those matters. 

You will, 1 hope, be wiser, and omit no opportu- 
nity (for opportunities present themselves every hour 
in the day; of acquainting yourself with all those 
political and constitutional particulars of the king- 
dom and government of France. For instance; 
when you hear people mention le Chancelier, or le 
Garde dee Sceauxt is it any great trouble for you to 



. LETTERS TO HIS SON. 3Gl 

or for others to tell you, wluit is tiie nature, the 
powers, the objects, and the profits, of those two em- 
ployments, ^efther when joined together, as they often 
are, or when separate, as they are at present? When 
you hear of a Gouverneur^ a Lieutenant de Roi, a 
Commandant^ and an Intcndant of the same })rovince, 
is it not natural, is it not becoming, is it not neces- 
sary, for a stranger to inquire into their respective 
rights andprivilegesP And yet I dare say there are 
very few Englishmen who know the difference be- 
tween the civil department of the Intcndant, and the 
military powers of the others. When you hear (as 
I am persuaded you must) every day of the Vingtieme, 
which is one in twenty, and consequently five per 
cent, inquire upon what that tax is laid, whether upon 
lands, money, merchandise, or upon all three ; how 
levied ; and what it is supposed to produce. When 
you find in books (as you will sometimes) allusion 
to particular laws and customs, do not rest till you 
have traced them up to their source. To give you 
two extun pies; you will meet in some French co. 
medies, CVi, or, Clameur de JIa.ro; ask what it 
means, and you will be told that it is a term of the 
law in Normandy, and means citing, arresting, or 
obliging any person to appear in the courts of justice, 
either upon a civil or a criminal account ; and that 
it i.s derived from d Raoul, which Raoul was anciently 
Duke of Normandy, and a Prince eminent for his 
justice ; insomuch, that when any injustice was com- 
mitted, the cry immediately was venez d Raoul, d 
RawuI ; which words are now corrupted and jumbled 
into haro. Another, I^e vol du Chapan, that is, a 
certain district of ground immediately contiguous 
to the mansion scat of a family, and answers to 
what we call in English demesnes. It is in France 
computed at about sixteen hundred feet round the 
house, that being supposed to be the extent of the 
capon’s flight from la basse mur. This little district 
VOL. II. II 
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must go along' with tho mansion seat, however tl^c 
rest of the estate may be divided. 

I do not mean that you should be a French lawyer; 
but I would not have you be unacquainted with the 
general principles of their law, in matters that occur 
every day. Such is the nature of their descents; 
that is, the inheritance of lands : Do they all go to 
the eldest son, or are they equaJlv divided among 
the children of the deceased P In England, all lands 
unsettled descend to the eldest son, as heir at law, 
unless otherwise disposed of by the father’s will: 
except in the county of Kent; where a particular 
custom prevails, called Gavel-Kind ; by which, if the 
father dies intestate, all his children divide his lands 
equally among them. In Germany, as you know, 
all lands that are not fiefs are equaUy divided among 
all the children, which ruins those families ; hut aU 
male fiefs of the empire descend unalienably to the 
next male heir, which preserves those families. In 
France, I believe, descents vary in difterent provinces. 

The nature of marriage contracts deserves inquiry. 
In England the general practice is, the husband takes 
all the wife’s fortune; and, in consideration of it, 
settles upon her a proper pin money, as it is called ; 
that is, an annuity during his life, and a jointui'e 
after his death. In France, it is not so, particularly 
at Paris ; where la communaule des bieris is established. 
Any married woman at Paris (if you are acquainted 
with one) can inform you of all these particulars. 

These, and other things of the same nature, are the 
useful and rational objects of the curiosity of a man 
of sense and business. Could they only be attained 
by laborious researches in folio, books, and worm- 
eaten manuscripts, 1 should not wonder at a young 
fellow’s being ig'noront of them ; but as they arc the 
frequent topics of conversation, and to be known by 
a very little degree of curiosity, inquiry, and atten. 
tion, it is unpardonable not to know them. 

Thus I have given you some hints only for your 
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inquiries ; VEtat de la France^ V Almanack Royal, 
and twenty other such superficial books^ will furnish 
you with % fliousand more. Approfondissez. 

How often, and how justly, have I since regretted 
negligences of this kind in my youth! And how 
often have I since been at great trouble to learn 
many things, which I could then have learned with- 
out sany! Save yourself now, then, I beg of you, 
that regret and trouble hereafter. Ask questions, 
and many questions ; and leave nothing till you are 
thoroughly informed of it. Such pertinent ques- 
tions are far from being ill bred, or troublesome to 
those of whom you ask them ; on the contrary, they 
are a tacit compliment to their knowledge; and 
people have a better opinion of a young man, when 
they see hiin desirous to be informed. 

I have, by last post, received your two lettters of 
the 1st and «1th January, N. S. I am very glad that 
you have been at all the shows at Versailles : fre- 
quent the Courts. I can conceive the murmurs of 
the French at the poorness of the fireworks, by which 
they thought their King or their country degraded ; 
and, in truth, were things always as they should be, 
when Kings give shows, they ought to be magnifi- 
cent. 

I thank you for the Thhe de la Sorbonne, which you 
intend to send me, and which I am impatient to 
receive. But pray read it carefully yourself first; 
and inform yourself what the Sorbonne is, by whom 
founded, and for what purposes. 

Since you have time, you have done very well to 
take an Italian and a German master; but pray 
take care to leave yourself time enough for company ; 
for it is in company only that you can learn what 
will be much more useful to you than either Italian 
or German ; I mean la politesse, les manieres, et let 
yrdces, without which, as I told you long ago, and I 
told you true, ognifaiica e vana. Adieu. 

Pray make my compliments to Lady Brown. 
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LETTER CCXXXVI. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, Jan. the 6th, O. S. 1752. 

I RECOMMENDED to you, in HIV last, some inqui- 
ries into the constitution of that famous society the 
Sorhonne ; but I cannot wholly trust to the dili- 
j^ence of those inquiries, 1 will give you here the 
outlines of that establishment ; which may possibly 
excite you to inform yourself of particulars, that you 
are more d portee to know than I am. 

It was founded by Robert de Sorhon, in the year 
1 256, for sixteen poor scholars in divinity ; four of 
each nation, of the university of which it made a 
part; since that it hath been much extended and 
enriched, especially by the liberality and pride of 
Cardinal Richelieu; who made it a magnificent 
building, for six-and-thirty doctors of that society to 
live in; besides which, there are six professors and 
schools for divinity. This society hath been long 
famous Ibr theological knowledge and exercitations. 
There unintelligible points are debated with passion, 
though they can never be determined by reason. 
Logical subtleties set common sense at defiance; 
and mystical refinements disfigure and disguise the 
native beauty and simplicity of true natural religion ; 
wild imaginations form systems, which weak minds 
adopt implicitly, and which sense and reason oppose 
in vain ; their voice is not strong enough to be heard 
in schools of divinity. Political views are by no 
means neglected in those sacred places ; and ques- 
tions are agitated and decided, according to the de- 
gree of regard, or rather submission, which the Sove- 
reign is pleased to show the Church. Is the King 
a slave to the Church, though a tyrant to the laity? 
the least resistance to his will shall be declared 
damnable. But if he will not acknowledge the 
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superiority of their spiritual, over his temporal, nor 
even admit their imperium in imperio, which is the 
least they will compound for, it becomes meritorious, 
not only ih resist, hut to depose him. And I sup- 
pose, that the holtl propositions in the Thesis you 
mention, are a return for the valuation of les hiens 
du Clerffe. 

I would advise you, by all means, to attend two 
or three of their public disputations, in order to be 
informed both of the manner and the substance of 
those scholastic exercises. Pray remember to go 
to all such kind of things. Do not put it off, as one 
is too apt to do things which one knows can be done 
every day, or any day ; for one afterwards repents 
extremely, when too late, the not having done them. 

But there is another (so called) religious society, 
of which the minutest circumstance deserves atten- 
tion, and furnishes great matter for useful reflec- 
tions. You easily {^uess that I mean the society of 
les R, R. P. P. Jemites, established but in the year 
1640, by a Bull of Pope Paul III. Its progress, 
and I may say its victories, were more rapid than 
those of the Romans ; for within the same century 
it governed all Europe ; and in the next it extended 
its influence over the whole world. Its founder was 
an abandoned profligate Spanish officer, Ignatius 
Loyola; who in the year 1521, being wounded in 
the leg at the siege of Pampelona, went mad from 
the smart of his wound, the reproaches of his con- 
science, and his confinement, during which he read 
the Lives of the Saints. Consciousness of guilt, a 
fiery temper, and a wild imagination, the common 
ingredients of enthusiasm, made this madman de- 
vote himself to the particular service of the Virgin 
Mary ; whose knight-errant he declared himself, in 
the very same form in which the old kni^hts-errant 
in romances used to declare themselves the knights 
and champions of certain beautiful and incompa- 

1 1 2 



366 LORD CHESTERFIELD* S , 

ruble princesses, whom sometimes they had, but 
oftener had not seen. F’or Diilcinea del Toboso 
was by no means the first Princess, whiun her fiiith- 
ful and valorous knight had never scen^in his life. 
The enthusiast went to the Holy Land, from whence 
lie returned to Spain, where he began to learn Latin 
and Philosophy at three>.and-tbirty years old, so that 
no doubt but he made a great progress in both. 
The better to carry on his mad and wicked designs, 
he chose four Disciples, or rather Apostles, all Spa- 
niards, vis. Laynes, Salmeron, Hobadilla, and Ro- 
driguez. He tlien composed the rules and consti- 
tutions of his Order; which, in the year 1547, was 
called the Order of Jesuits, from the church of Jesus 
in Rome, which was given them. Ignatius died in 
1556, aged sixty-five, thirty-five years after his con- 
version, and sixteen years after the establishment of 
his society. He was canonized in the year 1609, 
and is doubtless now a saint in heaven. 

If the religious and moral principles of this so- 
ciety are to be detested, as they justly are; the wis- 
dom of their political principles is as justly to be 
admired. Suspected, collectively as an Order, of 
the greatest crimes, and .convicted of many, they 
have either escaped punishment, or triumphed after 
it ; as ill France, in the reign of Henry IV. They 
have, directly or indirectly, governed the consciences 
and the councils of all the Catholic Princes in Eu- 
rope : they almost governed China, in the reign of 
Cang.ghi ; and they are now actually in possession 
of tlie Paraguay in America, pretending, but paying 
no obedience to the Crown of Spain. Asa collec- 
tive body they are detested even by all the Catholics, 
not excepting the clergy, both secular and regular; 
and yet, as individuals, they are loved, respected ; 
and they govern wherever they are. 

Two things, I believe,, cliiefly contribute to their 
success. The first, that passive, implicit, unlimited 



, LETTERS TO HIS SOTi. 367 

obedience to tlieir General (who always resides at 
• I?ome) and to the Superiors of their several houses, 
appointed by him. This obedience is observed by 
them all, th a most astonishing degree ; and, 1 be- 
lieve, there is no one society in the world, of which 
so many individuals sacrifice their private interest 
to the general one of the society itself. The second 
is, the education of youth, which they have in a 
manner engrossed ; there they give the first, and the 
first are the lasting impressions : those impressions 
are always calculated to be favourable to the society. 
I have known many Catholics, educated by the Je- 
suits, who, though they detested the society, from 
reason and knowledge, have always remained at- 
tached to it, from habit and prejudice. The Jesuits 
know, better than any set ol‘ people in the world, 
the importance of the ai*t of pleasing, and study it 
more: they become idl things to all men, in order 
to gain, not a few, but many. In Asia, Africa, and 
America, they become more than half Pagans, in 
order to convert the Pagans to be less than half 
Christians. In private families they begin by insi- 
nuating themselves as friends, they grow to be fiu 
vourites, tmd they end directors. Their manners 
are not like tho.se of any other Regulars in the 
world, but gentle, polite, and engaging. They are 
all carefully bred up to that particular destination, 
to which they seem to have a natural turn ; for which 
reason one sees most Jesuits excel in some particular 
thing. They even breed up some for martyrdom, 
in case of need ; as the Superior of a Jesuit seminary 
at Rome told Lord Bolingbroke. Et abbiamo anche 
martiri per il martiriOf se bisogna. 

Inform yourself minutely of every thing concern- 
ing this extraordinary establishment : go into their 
houses, get acquaint^ with individuals, hear some 
of them preach. The finest preacher I ever heard 
in my life is le Pere Neufville, who, I believe, 
p^eacnes still at Paris, and is so much in the best 
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company, that you may easily get personally (^c- 
quainlecl with him. 

If you would know their morale^ r«id Paschal’s 
Letlres Provinciales, in which it is very truly dis- 
played from their own writings. 

Upon the whole, this is certain, that a society, of 
which so little good is said, and so much ill l^elieved, 
and that still not only subsists, but flourishes, ;mu8t 
be a very able one. It is always mentioned as a 

f )roof of the superior abilities of the Cardinal Riche- 
ieu, that, though hated by all the nation, and still 
more by his master, he kept his power in spite of 
both. 

I would earnestly wish you to do every thing now, 
which I wish that I had done at your age, and did 
not do. Every country bus its peculiarities, which 
one can be much better informed of during one’s 
residence there, than by reading all the books in the 
world afterwards. While you are in Catholic coun- 
tries, inform yourself of all the forms and ceremonies 
of that tawdry church : see their convents both of 
men and women, know their several rules and orders, 
attend their most remarkable ceremonies ; have their 
terms of art explained to you, their tierce^ sexte, 
nones, matines, mpres, complies; their hremaires, ro- 
saires, heures, chapelets, agnits, Sfc. things that many 
people talk of from habit, though few know the true 
meaning of any one of them. Converse with and 
study the characters of some of those incarcerated 
enthusiasts. Frequent some par loirs, and see the 
air and manners of those Recluse, who are a distinct 
nation themselves, and like no other. 

I dined yesterday with Mrs. F d, her mother, 

and husband. He is an athletic Hibernian, handsome 
in his person, but excessively awkward and vulgar in 
his air and manner. She inquired much after you, 
and, I thought, with interest. I answered her as a 
Mezzano slioiild do. Et je prSnai voire iendresse, vos 
^nnns, et im soupirs. 
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^ €> When you meet with any British returning to their 
own country, pray send me by them any little hro- 
cMres, theses^ ^c. qui font du bruit ou du 

plaisir d Paris. Adieu, child. 


LETTER CCXXXVII. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, London, January the 2.^d, O. S. 1752* 
Have you seen the new tragedy of Varan, and what 
do you think of it ? Let me know, for I am determined 
to form my taste upon yours. I hear that the situ- 
ations and incidents are well brought on, and the 
catastrophe unexpected and .surprising, but the verses 
bad. I suppose it is the subject of all the conver- 
sations, at Paris, where both men and women are 
Judges and critics of all such performances; such con- 
versations, that both foim and improve the taste and 
whet the judgment, are surely preferable to the con- 
versations of our mixed companies here ; which, if 
they happen to rise above bragg and whist, infallibly 
stop short of every thing either pleasing or instruc- 
tive. 1 take the reason of this to be, that (as women 
generally give the tone to the conversation) our Eng- 
lish women are not near sd well informed and culti- 
vated as the French ; besides that they are naturally 
more serious and silent. 

I could wish there were a treaty m^de between 
the French and the English theatres, in which both 
parties should make considerable concessions. The 
English ought to give up their notorious violations 
of all the unities ; and all their massacres, racks, dead 
bodies, and mangled carcasses, which they so fre- 
ciuently exhibit upon their stage. The French should 
engage to have more action, and less declamation ; 
and not to cram and crowd things together, to almost 
a degree of impossibility, from a too scrupulous ad- 
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herence to the unities. The English should restraen^ 
the licentiousness of their poets, and the French en- 
large the liberty of theirs : their poets aPe/he greatest 
slaves in their country, and that is a bold word ; ours 
are the most tumultuous subjects in England, and 
that is saying a good deal. Under such regulations, 
one might ho{>e to see a play, in which one should 
not be lulled to sleep by the length of a monotanical 
declamation, nor frightened and shocked by the bar- 
barity of the action. The unity of time extended 
occasionally to three or four days, and the unity of 
place broke into, as far as the same street, or some- 
times the Btune town ; both which, T will affirm, are 
as probable, as four-and-twenty hours, and the same 
room. 

More indulgence too, in my mind, should be 
shown, than the French are willing to allow, to bright 
thoughts, and to shining images ; for though I con- 
fess, it is not very natund for a Hero or a Princess 
to say fine tilings, in all the violence of grief, love, 
rage, &c. yet, I can as well suppose that, as I can 
that they should talk to themselves for half an hour ; 
which Uiey must necessarily do, or no tragedy could 
be carried on, unless they had recourse to a much 
greater absurdity, the choruses of the ancients. Tra- 
gedy is of a nature, that one must see it with a de- 
gree of self-deception ; we must lend ourselves, a 
little, to the delusion ; and I am very willing to carry 
that complaisance a little farther than the French do. 

Tragedy must be something bigger than life, or it 
would not aflfect us. In nature the most violent pas- 
sions are silent ; in Tragedy they must speak, and 
speak with dignity too. Hence the necessity of their 
being written in verse, and, unfortunately for the 
French, from the weakness of their language, in 
rhymes. And for the same reason, Cato, the Stoic, 
expiring at Utica, rhymes masculine and feminine, 
at Paris ; and fclclies his last breath at London, in 
most harmonious and correct blank verse. 
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Jt is quite otherwise with Comedy, which should 
T)e mere common life, and not one jot higj^er. Every 
character sl^ttd speak upon the stage, not only what 
it would utter in tne situation there represented, but 
in the same manner in which it would express it. 
For which reason, I cannot allow rhymes in Comedy, 
unless they were put into the mouth, and came out 
of th^ mouth of a mad poet. But it is impossible 
to deceive one’s self enough (nor is it the least neces- 
sary in Comedy) to suppose a dull rogue of a usurer 
cheating, or gron blundering in the finest rhymes 

in the world. 

As for Operas, they are essentially too absurd and 
extravagant to mention : I look upon them as a ma^ 
gic scene, contrived to please the eyes and the ears, 
at the expense of the understanding; and I consider 
singing, rhyming, and chiming Heroes, and Prin- 
cesses and Philosophers, as 1 do the hills, the trees, 
the birds, and the bea.sts, who amicably joined in 
one common country dance, to the irresistible tune 
of Orpheus^s lyre. Whenever I go to an Opera, I 
leave my sense and reason at the iloor with my half 
guinea, and deliver myself up to my eyes and my 
ears. 

Thus I have made you my poetical confession ; 
in which I have acknowledged as many sins against 
the established taste in both countries, as a frank he- 
retic could have owned agsunst the established church 
in either; but I am now privileged by my age to 
taste and think for myself; and not to care what other 
people think of me in those respects ; an advantage 
which youth, among its many advantages, hath not. 
Jt must occasionally and outwardly conform, to a 
certain degree, to established tastes, fashions, and 
decisions. A young man may, with a becoming 
modesty, dissent, in private companies, from public 
opinions and prejudices: but he must not attack 
them with wannth, nor magisterially set up his own 
sentiments against them. Endeavour to hear and 
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know nil opinions ; receive them with complaisance; 
form your own with coolness, and give it with mo-^ 
desty. * 

I have received a letter from Sir John Lambert, 
in which he requests me to use my interest to pro- 
cure him the remittance of Mr. Spencer’s money, 
when he goes abroad ; and also desires to know to 
whose account he is to place the postage of let- 
ters. I do not trouble nim with a letter in answer^ 
since you can execute the commission. Pray make 
my compliments to him, and assure him, that 1 will 
do all I can to procure him Mr. Spencer’s business 
but that his most effectual way will be by Messrs 
Hoare, who are Mr. Spencer’s cashiers, and who will, 
undoubtedly, have their choice whom they will give 
him his credit upon. As for the postage of the let- 
ters, your purse and mine being pretty near the same, 
do you pay it, over an<l above your next draught. 

Your relations, the Princes B*****, will soon be 
with you at Paris ; for they leave London this week: 
whenever you converse with them, I desire it may 
be in Italian ; that language not being yet familiar 
enough to you. 

By our printed papers, there seems to be a sort of 
compromise between the King and the Parliament, 
with regard to tlie affairs of the hospitals, by taking 
them out of the hands of the Archbishop of Paris, 
and placing tliem in Monsieur d’Argenson’s : if this 
be true, that compromise, as it is ctuled, is clearly a 
victory on the side of the Court, and a defeat on the 
part of the Parliament ; for if the Parliament had a 
right, they had it as much to the exclusion of Mon- 
sieur d’Argenson as of the Archbishop. Adieu. 


END OF V<II.. II. 
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